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SUBJECT

Briefing on the 2022-2027 Best Starts for Kids Levy proposed governance update.

SUMMARY

Ordinance 19267, the legislation that placed the Best Starts for Kids renewal levy proposition on the ballot,[footnoteRef:1] required that the Executive transmit to the Council by October 1, 2021, a Best Starts for Kids Governance Update Report, an ordinance adopting the report, and accompanying legislation to effectuate the recommendations in the report.  The Best Starts for Kids Governance Update Report and related legislation were transmitted on September 24th.  The proposed ordinances are: [1:  King County voters approved a renewal six-year property tax levy to fund Best Starts for Kids (BSK) for 2022-2027 on August 3, 2021. The results of the election were certified on August 17, 2021.] 


· Proposed Ordinance 2021-0366:  An ordinance adopting the Best Starts for Kids Governance Update Report. (Proposed Ordinance 2021-0366 had not been introduced at the time this staff report was drafted.) 

· Proposed Ordinance 2021-0364:  An ordinance implementing recommendations of the Governance Update Report related to the Children and Youth Advisory Board. (Proposed Ordinance 2021-0364 had not been introduced at the time this staff report was drafted.)

· Proposed Ordinance 2021-0367:  An ordinance implementing recommendations of the Governance Update Report related to the Communities of Opportunity-Best Starts for Kids Levy Advisory Board. (Proposed Ordinance 2021-0367 has been referred on a non-mandatory basis to the Regional Policy Committee and then to the Community, Health and Housing Services Committee.)

The briefing on the 2022-2027 Best Starts for Kids Levy proposed governance update will be provided by:

· Sheila Capestany, Director of Children, Youth and Family Division, Department of Community and Human Services (DCHS)

· Marguerite Ro, Chief of Assessment, Policy Development and Evaluation, Public Health-Seattle & King County (PHSKC)

BACKGROUND

Best Starts for Kids (BSK) is a levy-funded regional initiative that is aimed at supporting the healthy development of children and youth, families, and communities across King County through strategic investments in promotion, prevention and early intervention programs and services.  The initial levy was approved by King County voters in 2015 for collection from 2016 through 2021 and is projected to generate approximately $405 million during the levy period.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Ordinance 18088 placed the levy on the November 2015 ballot.] 


The BSK Levy is overseen by the Children and Youth Advisory Board (CYAB), which carries dual responsibilities tied to the Best Starts for Kids Levy and the Youth Action Plan, as well as the Communities of Opportunity-Best Starts for Kids (COO-BSK) Advisory Board, which is the advisory body for the COO portion of the levy. 

The current COO-BSK Advisory Board, codified as K.C.C. 2A.300.520, expires December 31, 2021.

ANALYSIS

Below is a summary of Proposed Ordinances 2021-0364, -0366, and -0367.  Staff analysis is ongoing.

Proposed Ordinance 2021-0366 – Governance Update Report.  The BSK levy ordinance (Ordinance 19267) required the Executive to transmit to the council for adoption a governance update report that explains changes proposed in Proposed Ordinance 2021-0364 and Proposed Ordinance 2021-0366.

Proposed Ordinance 2021-0364 – Children and Youth Advisory Board.  Proposed updates include:

· Increasing the number of youth members aged 24 or under from three members to five members.  (The overall number of members[footnoteRef:3] would remain capped at 40 members.) [3:  Members are appointed by the Executive and confirmed by the Council.] 


· Providing for a stipend of $125/month for youth members in 2022 with an annual escalator of CPI-U (if CPI-U is negative, no adjustment would occur) and specifying that youth board members can earn service-learning and community service hours where qualified.[footnoteRef:4]   [4:  KCC 2.28.006 specifies that the council may provide for compensation for members of specific boards and commissions by ordinance.] 


· Removing duties related to development of the first BSK levy implementation plan and clarify ongoing oversight duties.[footnoteRef:5] [5:  The CYAB duties, broadly, are to make recommendations to the Executive and Council regarding children and youth services.] 


· Removing language related to initial establishment of board member terms and specifying that all board member terms are three-year terms.

PO 2021-0367 – Communities of Opportunity-Best Starts for Kids Advisory Board.  Proposed updates include:

· Increasing the board size (current board size is 14 to 18 members and proposed board size would be 20 to 24 members).

· Adding requirement that members of the board be committed to dismantling racism and assessing and rebuilding antiracist processes to be racially equitable.

· Continuing to require that community members make up at least 20 percent of the board with new requirements that community board members possess lived experience and connection to communities with whom COO partners and may not be part of any COO-funded group.

· Proposing new specificity that the board[footnoteRef:6] must include, in addition to the current requirement that two members be representatives of COO community partnerships entities: [6:  The Board also includes two members appointed by Seattle Foundation, the County Executive or designee and the Council Chair or designee.  Note that PO 2021-0367, as transmitted, contains outdated code provision related to the County Executive representative on the Board.  Staff will prepare a technical amendment to reflect current code.] 


· At least two members representing COO systems and policy change entities;
· At least two members representing COO learning community entities;
· At least one member from an Indigenous or Urban Native community-based organization or tribe;
· Four general members with system or sector knowledge of COO result areas with one member each from the affordable housing, health, economic opportunity and civic engagement or community connection sectors; and
· One non-voting member who is the COO director or designee.

· Removing language related to the interim governance group that was previously established before the COO-BSK Advisory Board.

INVITED

· Sheila Capestany, Director of Children, Youth and Family Division, DCHS
· Marguerite Ro, Chief of Assessment, Policy Development and Evaluation Unit, PHSKC

ATTACHMENTS:

1. Proposed Ordinance 2021-0366
a. Best Starts for Kids Governance Update Report
2. Proposed Ordinance 2021-0364
3. Proposed Ordinance 2021-0367
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