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SUBJECT

Briefing on the 2022-2027 Best Starts for Kids Levy proposed governance update.

SUMMARY

Ordinance 19267, the legislation that placed the Best Starts for Kids renewal levy proposition on the ballot,[footnoteRef:1] required that the Executive transmit to the Council by October 1, 2021, a Best Starts for Kids Governance Update Report, an ordinance adopting the report, and accompanying legislation to effectuate the recommendations in the report.  The Best Starts for Kids Governance Update Report and related legislation were transmitted on September 24th.  The proposed ordinances are: [1:  King County voters approved a renewal six-year property tax levy to fund Best Starts for Kids (BSK) for 2022-2027 on August 3, 2021. The results of the election were certified on August 17, 2021.] 


· Proposed Ordinance 2021-0366:  An ordinance adopting the Best Starts for Kids Governance Update Report. (Proposed Ordinance 2021-0366 had not been introduced at the time this staff report was drafted.) 

· Proposed Ordinance 2021-0364:  An ordinance implementing recommendations of the Governance Update Report related to the Children and Youth Advisory Board. (Proposed Ordinance 2021-0364 had not been introduced at the time this staff report was drafted.)

· Proposed Ordinance 2021-0367:  An ordinance implementing recommendations of the Governance Update Report related to the Communities of Opportunity-Best Starts for Kids Levy Advisory Board. (Proposed Ordinance 2021-0367 has been referred on a non-mandatory basis to the Regional Policy Committee and then to the Community, Health and Housing Services Committee.)

The briefing on the 2022-2027 Best Starts for Kids Levy proposed governance update will be provided by:

· Sheila Capestany, Director of Children, Youth and Family Division, Department of Community and Human Services (DCHS)

· Marguerite Ro, Chief of Assessment, Policy Development and Evaluation, Public Health-Seattle & King County (PHSKC)

BACKGROUND

Best Starts for Kids (BSK) is a levy-funded regional initiative that is aimed at supporting the healthy development of children and youth, families, and communities across King County through strategic investments in promotion, prevention and early intervention programs and services.  The initial levy was approved by King County voters in 2015 for collection from 2016 through 2021 and is projected to generate approximately $405 million during the levy period.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Ordinance 18088 placed the levy on the November 2015 ballot.] 


The BSK Levy is overseen by the Children and Youth Advisory Board (CYAB), which carries dual responsibilities tied to the Best Starts for Kids Levy and the Youth Action Plan, as well as the Communities of Opportunity-Best Starts for Kids (COO-BSK) Advisory Board, which is the advisory body for the COO portion of the levy. 

The current COO-BSK Advisory Board, codified as K.C.C. 2A.300.520, expires December 31, 2021.

INVITED

· Sheila Capestany, Director of Children, Youth and Family Division, DCHS
· Marguerite Ro, Chief of Assessment, Policy Development and Evaluation Unit, PHSKC

ATTACHMENTS:

1. Proposed Ordinance 2021-0366
a. Best Starts for Kids Governance Update Report
2. Proposed Ordinance 2021-0364
3. Proposed Ordinance 2021-0367
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