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Metropolitan King County Council
Community, Health and Housing Services Committee

STAFF REPORT

	Agenda Item:
	6
	Name:
	Erica Newman

	Proposed No.:
	2021-0186
	Date:
	September 8, 2021



SUBJECT

Proposed Ordinance 2021-0186 would change the County Council's representative on the Communities of Opportunity-Best Starts for Kids Advisory Board (COO-BSK Advisory Board) from an appointee confirmed by Council ordinance to the Council Chair or their designee.

SUMMARY

The Proposed Ordinance would amend the existing board structure of the COO-BSK Advisory Board as outlined under Ordinance 18442, Section 1, and K.C.C. 2A.300.520.  The current structure of the COO-BSK Advisory Board requires one member to be appointed and confirmed as a representative of the King County Council. 

The Proposed Ordinance would change the County Council's representative from being appointed and confirmed via ordinance, to specifying that the Chair of the County Council or their designee would serve as the Council representative on the COO-BSK Advisory Board.

BACKGROUND 

Ordinance 18088 In July 2015, the Council adopted Ordinance 18088, which approved placing before King County voters a ballot measure authorizing a six-year property tax levy to support Best Starts for Kids (BSK), a prevention-oriented regional plan to support the healthy development of children and youth, families and communities across the county. The measure was approved by King County voters on November 3, 2015.  The ordinance also identified an interim governance group to serve as an advisory board for the Communities of Opportunity (COO) elements of the levy until a successor group was established.  

Ordinance 18442 In December 2016, the Council adopted Ordinance 18442, which established the membership requirements, term limits, and duties of the COO-BSK Advisory Board which is the successor group to the interim governance group outlined in Ordinance 18088.  According to the Ordinance, the COO-BSK Advisory Board shall consist of a minimum of fourteen members and a maximum of eighteen members, as determined by the Board, except that the initial group size of the Board, also between a minimum of fourteen and a maximum of eighteen members, shall be determined by the interim governance group. The COO-BSK Advisory Board membership is structured as follows per Ordinance 18442:

· Two members shall be appointed by the Seattle Foundation;
· One member shall be appointed as a representative of the County Executive by the County Executive, and confirmed by the Council by ordinance;
· One member shall be appointed and confirmed as a representative of the County Council by the County Council by ordinance;
· At least twenty percent of the advisory board members, or three, whichever is greater, shall be community members who reflect demographic characteristics of the communities that qualify for funding in accordance with COO funding guidelines, and who are grassroots organizers or activists in those communities or who live in or have worked in those communities; and
· At least two members of the board shall be members of the COO community-based partnerships representative groups.

As outlined in Ordinance 18442, the members of the Board shall possess specific context or content experience related to improving health and well-being outcomes in communities with the greatest need for improvement and shall be committed to the COO BSK levy implementation plan. The members shall reflect the diversity in King County and shall reflect a range of backgrounds, including living in or working in affected communities, working in a community-based organization, nonprofit agency, intermediary organization, business, or institution, and having experience in the relevant subject matter areas of housing, health, social and community connection or economic prosperity.  

ANALYSIS

[bookmark: _Hlk66972858]Proposed Ordinance 2021-0186 would amend K.C.C. 2A.300.520 to change the County Council's representative on the COO-BSK Advisory Board from an appointee confirmed by Council by ordinance to the Council Chair or their designee.  If approved, the COO-BSK Advisory Board will be constituted as described above with the only change being the Council representative would be the Council Chair or their designee. 

ATTACHMENTS

1. Proposed Ordinance 2021-0186 
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