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SUBJECT

AN ORDINANCE relating to establishing a requirement for county agencies to publish high value data sets on a county web site; and adding a new section to K.C.C. chapter 2.16.
SUMMARY

Proposed Ordinance 2010-0100 provides a policy framework for publishing county data on-line to allow for the development of web or mobile applications. The ordinance requires all county agencies to strive to publish at least one high value data set on-line. A striking amendment has been prepared which eliminates the requirement for each agency to publish a data set on line and clarifies the duties to be undertaken by the Executive in providing high-value data sets on-line.
BACKGROUND

Many cities, including San Francisco, New York, Seattle, and Washington, D.C, have released public data to web and mobile application developers in order to allow for the development of web or mobile applications that will benefit the public. For example, San Francisco has released selected crime data that has allowed application developers to develop web and mobile applications that provide interactive crime maps so that citizens can map the crime patterns in their neighborhood. Once the data is released, there are many possibilities for the type of applications that may be developed by private developers.  Attachment 4 is a print out from the City of San Francisco web site (www.datasf.org) showcasing the applications developed using public data. 
The federal government has also developd an open data web site (www.data.gov) where there are now over 1000 data sets available. 
King County Department of Transporation is also actively working to publish Metro’s Transit data on-line for developers. There have been several applications already developed using this data. Attachment 5 is a print out from the City of San Francisco web site showcasing the applications developed using public data.
In a review of the “open data” efforts of other governments thus far, several best practices emerge. First, the data should be published in an open format such that it can be used without requiring specific hardware or software. Second, the data should be in one place with sufficient information about the data to allow developers to work with it. Third, government should seek input from developers to learn their areas of interest for application development. 
ANALYSIS

Proposed Ordinance 2010-0100 provides a policy framework for publishing county data on-line to allow for the development of web or mobile applications. The ordinance includes several key components:

· Each agency shall strive to publish, on-line at least one high value data set by June 1, 2010. 
· The data sets are to be published in an “open format” that is platform independent.

· All of the data sets are available on one web site.

· The web site includes a means for the public to give feedback on the quality of the data and provide input about which data to prioritize for publication.

· The data published as part of the open data initiative can not include the names of individuals or any other personal identifying data as defined in K.C.C. 2.14,010. 
COUNCIL PRIORITIES
Proposed Ordinance 2010-0100 furthers the Council’s “Trust in Government” priority because publishing county data is a way to make the information held by King County government readily available to the public.
AMENDMENTS
At the direction of the legislation’s sponsor, council staff has worked with executive staff on an amendment to 2010-0100. The attached striking amendment includes the following significant changes:
· Eliminates the requirement that all agencies post data sets on-line. This change was made because it is likely that not all departments have high value, existing data that is available for publication. 
· Specifies that it is existing data sets that will be published using existing resources. 
· Clarifies the definitions contained in the legislation.

· Changes the date by which an open data web site must be on-line to November 1, 2010. The existing date of June 1, 2010 is not reasonable given the estimated adoption date.
· Specifies that existing data sets are to be updated and new data sets updated as resources allow. 
· Requires that the web site include a terms of use statement.
· Adds a requirement that by August 1, 2010 the executive will transmit an initial list of the high-value data sets that are being considered for on-line publication.
In general, these changes are intended to provide greater flexibility to the Executive in implementing this initiative. 

A title amendment has also been prepared consistent with the striking amendment.

ATTACHMENTS

1. Ordinance 2010-0100

2. S1 Striking Amendment to Proposed Ordinance 2010-0100
3. T1 Title Amendment to Proposed Odinance 2010-0100
4. City of San Francisco, Innovations Show Case web pages 

5. King County Department of Transportation, App Center web pages
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