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SUBJECT

Proposed Motion 2020-0297 would authorize the King County Executive to accept a conservation easement donation of approximately 5 acres on a private property southwest of Woodinville for forest conservation purposes. 

SUMMARY

Under King County Code chapter 2.80, any and all gifts for parks and recreation purposes that exceed $50,000 require acceptance on behalf of King County by the King County council by motion. The proposed motion would accept a donation of a conservation easement of approximately 5 acres on a private property southwest of Woodinville. The proposed property donation would support a condition of the landowner’s revised application for enrolling the property in the Public Benefit Rating System (PBRS) which requires that the conservation easement be donated to King County before the end of 2020.

BACKGROUND

Under King County Code chapter 2.80, any and all gifts for parks and recreation purposes that exceed $50,000 require acceptance on behalf of King County by the King County council by motion.

The property proposed for donation is located at the intersection of NE 150th St and 223rd Ave NE southwest of Woodinville in unincorporated King County. 

The Council approved the request for a PBRS classification for the property as open space in April 2020.[footnoteRef:1] As a condition of the revised application, the conservation easement must be donated to King County before the end of 2020. The PBRS program, established in 1992, is intended to preserve and conserve privately held open space, farmland, or forestland through a property tax reduction. Property owners may enroll their property or a portion of their property in the voluntary program for preservation. In exchange, the qualifying portion of the property is assessed at the “current use” value rather than the full market value.  [1:  Ordinance 19092] 


ANALYSIS

[bookmark: _GoBack]The proposed motion would accept a conservation easement donation of 4.6 acres on private property southwest of Woodinville in unincorporated King County (Parcel 1626069093). The proposed donation property is located in Council District 3 adjacent to Ring Hill Forest, an existing King County property.

According to Executive staff, the proposed motion would protect land in the rural area and permanently protect fish and wildlife habitat. The proposed property donation would support a condition of the landowner’s revised application for enrolling the property in the Public Benefit Rating System which requires that the conservation easement be donated to King County before the end of 2020.

The property is currently assessed at $300,000. According to the fiscal note, the Parks and Recreation Division anticipates ongoing minor maintenance needs and will absorb the cost within existing budget authority.

Attached to the motion is the real estate purchase and sale agreement. 

ATTACHMENTS

1. Proposed Motion 2020-0297 (and its attachments)
2. Transmittal Letter
3. Fiscal Note
4. Map
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