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COMMITTEE ACTION

	
Proposed Substitute Ordinance 2020-0024.2, relating to sewer system utility planning; and amending Ordinance 13625, Section 22, as 2 amended, and K.C.C. 13.24.035., passed out of committee on February 24, 2021, without recommendation. The Ordinance was amended in committee with Amendment 1 which corrected the ordinance number referencing the King County Comprehensive Plan Land Use Map. 





SUBJECT

Proposed Ordinance 2020-0024 would amend King County Code Chapter 13.24 to require an additional legislative action to expand the area eligible for public sewer service when a change to Rural Town boundaries is proposed. The Proposed Ordinance would also identify Snoqualmie Pass as a Rural Town approved for sewer service. 

SUMMARY

The Vashon-Maury Island Community Service Area Subarea Plan included a workplan action item directing the Department of Permitting and Environmental Review (now the Department of Local Services) to research the history and legal status of sewer service within the Vashon Rural Town. In this work, Executive staff identified an ambiguity in K.C.C. 13.24 related to sewer eligibility and the King County Comprehensive Plan. The Proposed Ordinance would address this issue by clarifying that expanding the area eligible for sewer service in a Rural Town would require a separate and distinct legislative action from changing the Rural Town boundary through an update to the King County Comprehensive Plan.

During the development of the workplan action report, Executive staff also identified the omission of Snoqualmie Pass as a Rural Town that is approved for sewer service. Proposed Ordinance 2020-0024 would correct this omission. 

BACKGROUND 

The Vashon-Maury Island Community Service Area Subarea Plan (CSA Plan), adopted by the King County Council in December 2017, included Workplan Action 2: Sewer Local Service Area. This Workplan item directed the Department of Permitting and Environmental Review (now the Department of Local Services) to research the history and legal status of sewer service within the Vashon Rural Town, including the Local Sewer Service Area boundary that delineates which parcels are eligible to receive sewer service by the Vashon Sewer District on Vashon-Maury Island.

The Executive transmitted the Vashon-Maury Island Sewer Local Service Area Report in December 2019. The report found that the Local Service Area map delineating parcels eligible for sewer service was repealed in 1998, and that there is not currently a Local Service Area map in effect. Sewer service eligibility is guided by the King County Comprehensive Plan’s Vashon Rural Town boundary, King County Comprehensive Plan (KCCP) policies, and King County Code.

During the development of the report, Executive staff identified an ambiguity in K.C.C. 13.24.035 related to sewer eligibility and the King County Comprehensive Plan. Currently, any changes to the boundary of the Vashon Rural Town in the KCCP would result in equivalent changes to the list of parcels eligible to receive sewer service. Executive staff also identified the omission of Snoqualmie Pass in K.C.C. 13.24.035 as a Rural Town that is approved for sewer service.

ANALYSIS

Proposed Ordinance 2020-0024 would amend K.C.C. 13.24.035 to clarify that expanding the area eligible for sewer service in a Rural Town would require a separate and distinct legislative action from changing the Rural Town boundary through an update to the King County Comprehensive Plan. This is effectuated by adding references in K.C.C. 13.24.035.B to a specific version of an adopted KCCP Land Use Map that includes Rural Town boundaries. If adopted, any proposed change to the area eligible for public sewer service in Rural Towns would require an amendment the KCCP Land Use Map and an amendment to K.C.C. 13.24.035.B. 

Proposed Ordinance 2020-0024 would also amend K.C.C 13.24.035 to identify Snoqualmie Pass as a Rural Town approved for sewer service. 
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