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SUBJECT
A RESOLUTION encouraging the Washington state Legislature to address racism as a public health crisis including funding for Foundational Public Health Services and other vital policy strategies. 
SUMMARY
On June 11th, Public Health- Seattle King County (PHSKC) Director Patty Hayes and King County Executive Dow Constantine declared racism a public health crisis. On June 18th, the King County Board of Health passed resolution 20-08 which defined institutional racism, articulated racism as a public health crisis, recognized the burden on of racism on Black, Indigenous, and People Of Color communities, and highlighted the need to center those most impacted by racism in determining solutions.  The resolution articulated the Board’s commitment to approach their work with a racial justice and equity lens. 
At the Board of Health meeting on October 15th, the Chair requested Public Health draft a resolution for the upcoming 2020 Washington state legislative session that urges the Legislature to address racism as a public health crisis and includes key Board priorities.
The attached resolution calls on the Washington state Legislature to urgently address racism as a public health crisis and support Black, Indigenous and People of Color by: 

· Significantly investing in Foundational Public Health Services and funding local COVID-19 response work, 

· Increasing access to health care coverage for those who are not eligible for current federal subsidies or public insurance programs,

· Addressing housing needs for Black, Indigenous and People of Color and low-income communities, 

· Providing continued investment in firearm violence and injury prevention,  

· Reforming the criminal legal system and minimize harm that results from legal system involvement,

· Supporting efforts to address gender-based violence,

· Increasing funding for culturally relevant and community based behavioral health services

ATTACHMENTS
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