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A MOTION relating to the King County Flood Control

2

Zone District's personnel, adopting Staffing and Personnel

3

Policies.

4

WHEREAS, the King County Flood Control Zone District ("the District") Board

5

of Supervisors recently authorized the employment of an Executive Director and a

6

Deputy Executive Director by the District, and

7

WHEREAS, pursuant to the District's Rules ancl Operating Procedures, Section 4,

8

the Executive Committee is authorized to develop and approve staffing and personnel

9

policies related to the administration of the District;

10

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF

LT

SUPERVISORS OF']'HE KING COUN'I'Y FLOOD CONT'ROL ZONE DIS'I'RIC'I':

72

SECTION 1. The King County Flood Control Zone District Executive

L

FCDEC Motion

73

Committee adopts the Staffing and Personnel Policies attached to this motion as

L4

Attachment A.

15

FCDEC Motion was introduced on and passed by the King County Flood Control
District Executive Committee on21512020, by the following vote:
Yes: 3 - Mr. von Reichbauer, Mr. Dunn and Mr. Upthegrove
Excused: 1-Ms.Lambert

KING COUNTY FLOOD CONTROL ZONE
DISTRICT
KING COUNTY, WASHINGTON

Dave

ATTEST:

0"1w"
Melani Pedroza, Clerk of the
Attachments: A. Staffing and Employee Policies

2
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STAF'FING AND PERSONNEL POLICIES
PURPOSE: To establish staffing and personnel policies related to the administration of the King
County Flood Control District (the "District"), consistent with RCW 86.15.095 and the formation
and governing legislation for the District.

ADOPTION DATE: The following policies were adopted by the Executive Committee ofl _,
per Section 4(C) of the KING COUNTY FLOOD CONTROL ZONE DISTRICT RULES AND
OPERATING PROCEDURES. These policies may be amended by action of the Executive
Committee or Board of Supervisors.

APPLICABILITY: These policies are intended to match those applicable to employees of the
King County Council, and shall apply to the employees of the District. Where the District's
General Policies differ from those policies applicable to employees of the King County Council,
the District's General Policies shall bind. Where the District's General Policies and Employee
Resource Guide are silent, the policies applicable to employees of the King County Council shall
serrye

to supplement.
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I.

GENERAL POLICIES

A.

Equal Employment Opportunity

The District is an equal opportunity employer and shall carry out federal, state and local
laws and regulations prohibiting discrimination in employment on the basis of race, color,
creed, religion, national origin, sex, sexual orientation, marital status or the presence of a
sensory, mental, or physical disability. Further, it is the intent of the District to insure that
employment is based on the principle of equal opportunity and that such principle shall be
implemented in all county personnel-related actions including, but not limited to,
recruitment, hiring, testing, training, promotion, compensation, transfer and all other terms
and conditions of employment in all job classifications.

B.

At Will Employment.

The tenure

of

each employee shall be subject to the rendering

of etlicient

seruice.

Employees are at will, and serve at the pleasure ofthe appointing authority. Nothing in this
policy shall derogate from the District's power to abolish positions and lay off employees
because of lack of work, lack of funds, or considerations of effrciency

C.

Role of the Executive Director

The Executive Director shall fulfi11the following duties and responsibilities:

l.

Creation of Positions and Classification Plan
a

The Executive Director shall submit to the Board for its approval all

job descriptions (and any substantial modifications thereto) for
positions employed by the District.
b

2.

The Executive Director shall develop and maintain a classification
plan for all positions, which shall include apay range necessary to
attract and retain competent employees, ensure compensation shall
be equitably provided on the basis of equal pay for equal work
consistent with state and federal law, and shall be comparable with
the local labor market. Assigned classifications shall be reflected
on the job descriptions for each position, which shall be subject to
approval by the Board. The Executive Director should, on a threeyear cycle, review the classification plan and may add, combine,
abolish or revise the specifications or establish new classifications.

Hiring.
a.

Employee recruitment. When beginning a hiring process, the
Executive Director shall:
consult with the Chair and Vice Chair of the Executive
Committee
2

ll.

before beginning recruitment of vacated or newly created
positions and anticipated vacancies;

lll.

establish hiring processes for each vacancy and newly
created position;

IV

if interviews of candidates

are part of the hiring process,
include at least one representative from the Board and/or its

staff in interview panels.

Hiring decisions. When implementing hiring decisions, the
Executive Director:

b.

shall consult with the Chair and Vice Chair of the Executive

Committee about the hiring decision before extending an
offer of employment for all positions that report to the
Executive Director;
ll

may extend an offer of employment to any person who
applied for a position with the District in the prior six months
for a current vacancy without undertaking a full recruitment
process;

ll1

may appoint or extend the appointment of interns,

and

temporary or term limited employees.
3

Staffing. Employee-related decisions shall be implemented as follows for
the following circumstances:
a

Reclassifications. The Executive Director shall make decisions
regarding reclassification, promotion to a higher step within the
same classification and range, or withholding a step increase of an
employee;

b.

Work schedule decisions. Day-to-day work schedule decisions shall
be made by the Executive Director or his or her designee.

c

Performance evaluations. The Executive Director shall annually
evaluate the District's employees for their performance achieving
job duties and goals. The Executive Director shall annually brief

the Chair regarding findings and results related to District
porformance evaluations.

d.

District employees, other than the Executive Director, are subject to
disciplinary actions as determined by the Executive Director,
pursuant to the following:

3

l.

When administering employee discipline, the Executive
Director, or his or her designee:

l.

shall provide oral and written expectations

and

counseling regarding employee performance issues as
they may arise;

2.

shall issue either written reprimands or performance
improvement plans, or both, regarding employee
performance issues that persist, following an oral or
written statement of expectations or counseling;

3.

shall make decisions regarding suspension without pay
or termination of an employee, provided:

a.

before suspension or temination, the L,xecutive
Director shall notify the Chair; and

b.

the decision to suspend an employee without pay for

ten working days or less is final and cannot

be

appealed; and

c.

4.

an employee who has been suspended without pay
for two weeks or more or terminated may appeal the
decision of the Executive Director to the Board. The
appeal must be filed within ten calendar days of
written notice of the suspension or termination being
sent to the employee. An appeal is filed by
delivering a written notice of appeal to the clerk of
the Board. The decision of the Board to suspend
withouL pay or terminate an employee is final.

shall refrain from issuing any written disciplinary action,

including but not limited to written expectations and
counseling regarding ernployee performance issues,
reprimands, performance improvement plans and
decisions regarding suspension without pay or
termination of an employee without first seeking review
ofthe written disciplinary action from the District's legal
counsel.

D.

Role of the Deputy Executive lJirector.

The Deputy Executive Director shall report to and serve at the direction of the Executive
Director. The Deputy Executive Director may serve as the Executive Director's designee
for the duties identified in Section C above.

4

II.

EMPLOYEE RESOURCES GUIDE

The following guide is intended to match those applicable to employees of the King County
Council, and shall apply to the employees of the District. Where the attached documents reference
"King County" of the "King County Council", the intent is for the "King County Flood Control
Zone District" to substitute. Where "Councilmembef" is utilized, the intent is for "Supelisor" to
substitute.

Where the District's Employee Resource Guide are silent, the policies applicable to employees
the King County Council shall serve to supplement.
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Title 3
PERSONNEL

UPDATED: January 6, 2020
Chapters:

3.04 EMPLOYEE CODE OF ETHICS3.08 PERSONNEL BOARD
3.10 CIVIL RIGHTS COMMISSION
3.12 PERSONNEL SYSTEM
3.12A CAREER SERVICE REVIEW
3.12D DISCRIMINATION, HARASSMENT, AND INAPPROPRIATE CONDUCT
3.12F FURLOUGHS
3.125 VOLUNTARYSEPARATIONPROGRAM
3.13A DEPARTMENT OF ADULT DETENTION3.14 CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION
3.15 PAY PLAN AND CLASSIFICATIONS OF POSITIONS
3.16 LABOR AND EMPLOYEE RELATIONS
3.18 LIVING WAGE FOR EMPLOYEES OF COUNTY AND COUNTY
CONTRACTORS.
3.24 TRAVEL AUTHORIZATION AND EXPENSE REIMBURSEMENT
3.28 COMPENSATION FOR USE OF PRIVATELY OWNED VEHICLES
3.30 USE OF COUNTY VEHICLES TO COMMUTE
3.32 COUNTY AUTOMOTIVE PARKING FACILITIES
3.36 CHARITABLE CONTRIBUTIONS FROM COUNTY EMPLOYEES
3.39 SEATTLE METROPOLITAN POLICE MUSEUM CONTRIBUTIONS FROM
COUNTY EMPLOYEES
3.42 WHISTLEBLOWER PROTECTION
3.46 DRUG/ALCOHOL EDUCATION AND TESTING
*For regulations prohibiting discrimination in employment by contractors,
subcontractors or vendors, see K.C.C" chapter 12.16.

3.04

EMPLOYEE CODE OF ETHICS*

Sections:
3.04.010
3.04.015
3.04.017

3.04.024
3.04.030
3.04.035
3.04.037
3.04.040
3.04.050
3.04.055
3.04.057
3.04.060
3.04.080

Code of ethics.
Policy.

Definitions.
Just and equitable treatment.
Conflict of interest.
Conflict of intcrcst - formcr membcrs of county board, commission,
committee or other multimedia body - former employee.
Duty to notify supervisor.
Board of equalization appeals.
Statement of financial and other interests.
Complaints - investigations - enforcement - early resolution
agreement.
Appeal.
Penalties.
Board of ethics - membership and terms.

3.04,090
3.04.100
3.04.120
3.04.130
3.04.210
3,04.220

Board of ethics - pufpose.
Board of ethics - authority.
Disclosure of interests by consultants.
Authorization to implement procedures.
Solicitation or receipt of contributions for or from public office fund
not a violation.
Solicitation or acceptance of cerlain gifts, bequests or donations
under K.C.C. chapter 2.35A not a violation.

3.04.010 Code of ethics. There is established a code of ethics for all county
otficials and employees to provide guidance for public employees in the event of conflicts
and to prevent conflicts of interest. (Ord. 1308 S 2, 1972).
3.04.015 Policy.

A. lt is the policy of King County

that the private conduct and financial dealings of
public officials and employees and of candidates for public office shall present no actual or
apparent conflict of interest between the public trust and private interest.

B.

Public confidence in government is essential and must be sustained by
establishing and enforcing rules to assure the impartiality and honesty of officials and
employees in all public transactions and decisions. Each affected agency of county
government should inform its employees of the provisions of this chapter and strive to
effectively enforce its requirements by seeking appropriate assistance from the office of
citizen complaints, the board of ethics and the prosecuting attorney when considering and
acting upon allegations of misconduct.

C. Former county employees should engage in transactions with the county
consistent with the highest level of ethical conduct. lt is essential that former county
employees and the county maintain public confidence and ensure fair dealings with all
persons by the county. A former county employee should not act, or appear to act, in such
a manner as to take improper advantage of the former county employee's previous office
or position with the county. A former county employee should not request or otherwise
seek special consideration, treatment or advantage beyond that which is available to every
other person. A former county employee should avoid circumstances in which it appears,
or to a reasonable person might appear, that the former county employee is requesting or
otherwise seeking special consideration, treatment or advantage. (Ord. '14689 $ 1, 2003:
ord. 9704 S 1, 1990),
3.04.017 Definitions. The definitions in this section apply throughout this chapter
unless the context clearly requires othenryise.
A. "Accomplice" means an individualwho with knowledge that an action will promote
or facilitate the commission of a crime or violation of an ordinance:
1. Solicits, commands, encourages or requests another individual to commit the
crime or violation, or
2. Aids or agrees to aid another individual in planning or committing the crime or
violation.
B. "Close relative" means spouse, domestic partner, parent, child child of domestic
partner, sibling, aunt, uncle, niece, nephew, grandparent, grandchild, father-in-law, motherin-law, sister-in-law, brother-in-law, son-in-law, daughter-in-law or relatives of a domestic
paftner who would be included in this subsection if the employee and the domestic partner
were married.
C. "Compensation" means anything of economic value that is paid, granted or
transferred, or is to be paid, granted or transferred for, or in consideration of, personal
services to any person.

D. "County action" means any action on the part of the county, including, but not
limited to:
'1. Any decision, determination, finding, ruling or order; and
2. Any grant, payment, award, license, contract, transaction, sanction or approval,
or the denial thereof or the failure to act with respect thereto. "County action" shall not
include actions of the county's judicial branch but shall include employees of the
department of judicial administration.
E. "County enlployee" or "employee" nleans any individual wlro is appoirrted as an
employee by the appointing authority of a county agency, office, department, council,
board, commission or other separate unit or division of county government, however
designated, but does not include employees of the county's judicial branch. "County
employee" also includes county elected officials and members of county boards,
commissions, committees or other multimember bodies, but does not include officials or
employees of the county's judicial branch but does include employees of the department of
judicial administration
F. "De minimis personal use" means: personal use that is brief and infrequent,
rncurs neglrgtble or no additional cost to the county and does not interfere with the conduct
of county business.
G. "Department" means:
1. ln the executive branch, an executive depaftment or administrative office that
reporls to the executive or the county administrative officer, as applicable,
2. The department of assessments;
3. The prosecuting attorney's office;
4. ln the legislative branch, the council together with any subordinate legislative
branch agency;
5. The department of judicial administration;
6. The department of public safety;
7. The office of economic and financial analysis; and
L The depafiment of elections.
H. "Doing business with the county" or "transactions with the county" means to
participate in any proceeding, application, submission, request for ruling or other
determination, contract, claim, case or other such a particular maiter that the county
employee or former county employee in question believes, or has reason to believe:
1. ls, or will be, the subject of county action;
2, ls one to which the county is or will be a party; or
3. ls one in which the county has a direct and substantial proprietary interest.
l. "Gift or thing of value" or "gift or other thing of value" means anything of economic
value or tangible worth that is not compensation. lt shall not include campaign contributions
regulated by chapter 42.17A RCW or the charter and ordinances implementing it;
informational materials exclusively for otficial or office use; memorials, trophies and plaques
of no commercial value; gifts of fifty dollars or less for bona fide, nonrecurring, ceremonial
occasions; any gifts that are not used and that, within thirty days after receipt, are returned
to the donor, or donated to a charitable organization without seeking a tax deductron; or
promotional benefits that an employee receives from a travel service providor in connection
with official travel if obtained under the same conditions as those offered to the general
public at no additional cost to the county.
J. "lmmediate tamily" means a county employee's spouse, domestic padner,
employee's child or the child of an employee's spouse or domestic partner, and other
dependent relatives if living in the employee's household.
K. ''Ombuds" means the director of the office of citizen complaints established
under Section 260 of the King County Charter and K.C.C. chapter 2.52 or designee.

L. "Pafticipate" means, in connection with a transaction involving the county, to be
involved in a county action personally and substantially as a county employee either
directly, or through others through approval, disapproval, decision, recommendation, the
rendering of advice, investigation or othenruise. However, for the purposes of K.C.C.
3.04.035, "participate" does not include the provision of legal advice or other activities
involving the practice of law and does not include, as an elected official, preparation,
consideration or enactment of legislation or the performance of legislative duties.
M. "Person" means any individual, padnership, association, corporation, firm,
institution or other entity, whether or not operated for profit, The term does not include
governmental units of or within the United-States.
N. "Respondent" means the individual against whom a complaint is filed or an
investigation is conducted.
O. "Retaliatory action" means any action by a supervisor or other employee that is
intended to embarrass or to harass any individual as a result of the individual having filed
a written complaint with the office of citizen complaints or having raised privately or publicly
any concern or question regarding an actual or apparent violation of this chapter.
P. "Substantial financial interest" means a financial interest in a person that exceeds
one{enih of one percent of the outstanding securities of the person, or, if the interest is in
an unincorporated business concern, exceeds one percent of the networlh of the concern;
or a financial interest that exceeds five percent of the net worlh of the employee and the
employee's immediate family. (Ord. 18618 S 58,2017'. Ord. 17504 S 1 ,2012: Ord. 16758
$ 1, 2010: Ord. 16391 $ 15,2009: Ord. 14689 $ 3, 2003: Ord. 14199 S 25,2001: Ord.
12014 S 2, 1995).

3.04.020 Just anci equitable treatment.
No county employee shall request, use or permit the use of county-owned
vehicles, equipment, materials or other property or the expenditure of county funds for
personal convenience or profit. Use or expenditure is to be restricted to such services as

A.

are available to the public generally or for such employee in the conduct of official business.
However, de minimis personal use of county-owned property by county employees may be
authorized by policies of the executive, council or other elected county officials.

B.

No county employee shall grant any special consideration, treatment

or

advantage beyond that which is available to every other citizen.
C. Except as authorized by law and in the course of the employee's official duties,
no county employee shall use the power or authority of the employee's office or position

with the county in a manner intended to induce or coerce any other person, directly or
indirectly to provide the county employee or any other person with any compensation, gift
or thing of value.

D. No county employee shall seek or receive, directly or indirectly, any
compensation, gift or thing of value, or promise thereof, for performing or for omitting or
deferring the performance of any official duty, or action by the county other than the
compensation, costs or fees provided by law.
E. County employees are encolrraged to participate in the political process on their
own time and outside of the workplace by assisting a campaign for the election of any
individual to any office or for the promotion of or opposition to any ballot proposition, but
shall not use or authorize the use of the facilities of King County for such purposes except
as authorized by RCW 42.17 A.555.
F. No county employee shall disclose or use for the personal benefit of the
employee or the employee's immediate family any information acquired in the course of
official duties that is not available as a matter of public knowledge or public record.
G. No county employee shall engage in retaliatory aciion. (Ord. 18618 S 59,2017'.
Ord.'17504 S 2,2012, Ord. 9704 S 3, 1990: Ord. 1308 S 3, 1972).

3.04.030 Conflict of interest.
No county employee shall engage in any act that is in conflict with the

A.

performance of official duties.
B. A county employee shall be deemed to have a conflict of interest if the employee
directly or indirectly:
1. Receives or has any financial interest in any purchase, sale or lease to or by
the county of any service or propefty when tlre firratrcial itrterest was received or obtained
with the prior knowledge that the county intended to purchase, sell or lease such property
or servlce;
2. ls beneficially interested or has a substantial financial interest in, or accepts
any compensation, gift or thing of value from any other person beneficially interested in,
any corrtract, sale, lease, option or purchase that may be made by, through, or under the
supervision of the employee, in whole or in part;
Accepts or seeks for others, any employment, travel expense, service,
information, compensation, gift or thing of value on more favorable terms than those
granted to other county employees or the public generally, from any person doing
business, or seeking to do business, with the county for which the employee has
responsibility or with regard to which the employee may participate, provided that this
subsection shall not apply to the receipt by elected officials, or by employees who are
supervised directly by an elected official, of meals, refreshments or transpoftation within
the boundaries of the county when given in connection with meetings with constituents or
meetings that are informational or ceremonial in nature;
4. Accepts, any favor, loan, retainer, entertainment, travel expense, compensation,
gift or other thing of value from any person doing business or seeking to do business with
the county when such an acceptance may conflict with the perlormance of the employee's
official duties. A conflict shall be deemed to exist where a reasonable and prudent
individual would believe that it was given for the purpose of obtaining special consideration
or to influence county action. The financing of county election campaigns shall continue to
be governed by chapter 42.17A RCW and the provisions of the charter and ordinances
implementing it;
Participates in, influences or attempts to influence, the selection of, or the
conduct of business or a transaction with a person doing or seeking to do business witlr the
county if the employee has a substantial financial interest in or with said person;
Discusses or accepts an offer of future employment with any person doing or
seeking to do business with the county if either:

3.

5.

6.

a. the employee knows or has reason to believe that the offer of employment
was or is intended, in whole or in part, as compensation or reward for the performance or
nonperformance of a duty by the employee during ihe course of county employment or to
influence county action pertaining to the business; or
b. the employee has responsibility for a matter upon which the person is doing
or seeking to do business with the county, unless the employee has given notice in
accordance with K.C.C. 3.04.037 and a method of providing for an alternatrve decrsron
maker for the matter has been designated by the employee's appointing authority in a
memorandum filed with the board of ethics, a copy of which is maintained by the
appointing authority;
/. Within one year of entering county employment:
a. participates in a county action benefiting a person that formerly employed
the employee, except that participation may be authorized in a memorandum by the
appointing authority following written disclosure by the affected employee and the
authorization shall be filed with the board of ethics and a copy maintained by the
appointing authority; or

b.

awards a county contract benefiting a person that formerly employed the

employee;

8. ls an employee, agent, officer, partner, director or consultant, of any person
doing or seeking to do business with the county, unless such relationship has been
disclosed as provided by this chapter;
9. Engages in or accepts compensation, employment or renders services for any
person or a governmental entity other than the county when such employment or.service
is incompatible with the proper discharge of official duties or would impair independence of
judgment or action in the performance of official duties;
10. Enters into a business relationship outside county government.
with any other employee for whom the employee has any supervisory
responsibility; or

a.
b.

with any person with regard to a matter for which the employee

has

responsibility as a county employee;
'1 1. Possesses a substantial
financial interest in any person which does or seeks
to do business with the county, without disclosing such interest as provided by this chapter;
12. As an appointive member of a board or commission, has a close relative
serving on the same board or commission; or
'13. Acts as an accomplice in any act by an immediate family member which, if
the act were performed by the employee, would be prohibited by this subsection.
However, it shall not be a conflict of interest for the family member to enter into a bona
fide contract of employment that is not intended to influence the action of the county
employee.
C.1 , The following employees must obtain the prior written consent of their highest
ranking supervisor authorizing new or continued employment outside King County
government, or authorizing the acceptance of any compensation or anything of value for
services performed outside King County government.
a. the county administrative officer, the chief officer of each executive
depaftment or administrative office as defined by the chafter, the manager of each
division of the deparlment or office and all individuals who report directly to them;
b. all nonelected council employees, except that the personal staff of each
individual councilmember shall obtain the consent from the councilmember;
c. all nonelected employees of the prosecuting attorney;
d. all nonelected employees of the deparlment of judicial administration;
e. all nonelected employees of the department of assessments; and
f. the chief economist of the office of economic and financial analysis.
2. lf the employment or service is deemed by the highest-ranking supervisor to
pose a conflict of interest, the employee immediately shall divest the employment and
failure to do so shall be grounds for dismissal.
D. A county employee shall be deemed to have a conflict of interest if the
employee appears on behalf of a person before any regulatory governmental agency, or
represents a person in any action or proceeding against the interest of the county in any
litigation to which thc county is a party, unlcss thc cmploycc has a personal interest in the
litigation and this personal interest has been disclosed to the regulatory governmental
agency or adjudicating individual or body. A county councilmember may appear before
regulatory governmental agencies on behalf of constituents in the course of the
councilmember's duties as a representative of the electorate or in the performance of
public or civic obligations; however, no official or employee shall accept a retainer or
compensation, or any gift or thing of value that is contingent upon a specific action by a
county agency.
E.1. A county councilmember shall be deemed to have a conflict of interest if the
councilmember, directly or indirectly, has a substantial financial or other private interest in

any legislation or other matter coming before the council, and fails to disclose the interest
on the records of the county council. This subsection shall not apply if the county
councilmember is excused from voting by stating the nature and extent of such an
interest,

2. Any other employee who is not a county councilmember, who, directly or
indirectly, has a substantial financial or other private interest in, and who participates in,
an action or proposed action of the county council and fails to disclose on the records of
the county council the nature and extent of the interest, shall be deemed in violation of this
chapter.
F.1. A county employee shall be deemed to have a conflict of interest if the
employee, directly or indirectly, has an interest in any property being considered for
revaluation by the county board of appeals and equalization or has a personal interest or
connection with another person's petition for revaluation while the employee is:
a. an elected county official;
b. the executive's administrative assistant or office managor;
c. a county councilmember's executive secretary;
d. the county administrative officer, the county administrative officer's
administrative assistants or the county administrative officer's confidential secretary;
e. the chief officer of an executive department, the chief officer's administrative
assistant or the chief officer's confidential secretary;
f. the chief officer of an administrative office, the chief officer's administrative
assistants or the chief officer's confidential secretary;
g. the council administrator, the council administrator's administrative assistant
or the council administrator's secretary;
h. the ombuds or the ombuds's staff;
i. an employee of the depaftment of assessments;
j. an employee assigned to either the board of equalization or the board of
appeals, or both;
k. any other county employee who has direct contact with the board of appeals
and equalization in the carrying out of the employee's duties;
l. a member of either the county board of appeals or the board of equalization,
or both; or
m. The clerk of the council or the clerk's secretary.
2. All individuals listed in this subsection who wish to appealto the county board
of equalization on a matter of propefty revaluation shall be governed by the procedure in
K.C.C.3.04.040 (ord. 18618S60,2017: Ord. 17504 $3,2012: Ord. 16391 S 16,2009.
14218 S 1, 2001: Ord. 14199 $ 26,2001: Ord. 12014 S 3, 1995).
3.04.035 Conflict of interest - former members of county board, commission,
committee or other multimedia body - former employee.
A. For one year after terminating service to the county, a former member of a
county board, commission, committee or other multtmember body may not appear before
that board, commission, committee or other multimember body, or receive compensation
for any scrviccs rcndcred on bchalf of orfor assistancc to any person, in relation to any
county action in which the former member participated during the period of the former
member's service. This prohibition also applies during the same period of time to any
person with which the former member has a financial or beneficial interest. However, this
prohibition does not apply if the former member's financial or beneficial interest in any
entity listed in this subsection is limited to investments and does not include managerial
or other influential authority, including holding controlling interest in any class of stock.
B. For one year after leaving county employment, a former county employee may
not have a financial or beneficial interest in a contract or grant that was planned,

authorized or funded by a county action in which the former county employee participated
during county employment.
C. For one year after leaving county employment, a former county employee may
not assist a person, whether or not for compensation, in any county action in which the
former county employee participated during county employment. This subsection does
not prohibit a former county employee from rendering assistance to county employees in
the course of union or guild business.
D. For one year after leaving county employment, a former employee must
disclose the former employee's past county employment before participation in any
county action. The disclosure shall be made in writing to the department considering or
taking the county action on which the former employee is or would be parlicipating.
E. A former county employee may not, for the personal benefit of the former
employee or a member of the former employee's immediate family, disclose or use any
privileged or proprietary information gained by reason of the former employee's county
employment unless the information is a matter of public knowledge or is available to the
public on request.
F. A former county employee may not assist any person for compensation on
matters in which the former employee is personally prohibited from participating.
G. lt is not a violation of this chapter for a former county employee to render
assistance to a person if the assistance is provided without compensation in any form
and is limited to one or more of the following;
1. Providing names, work addresses and work telephone numbers of county
agencies or county employees, to the extent the information is available as a matter of
public record under state law;
2. Providing free transportation to another for the purpose of conducting business
with a county agency;
3. Assisting oneself or another person in obtaining or completing forms required
by a county agency for the conduct of a county business;
4. Providing assistance to the poor or infirm; or
5. Engaging in conduct that is authorized or protected by the constitutions or
laws of Washington state or the United States.
H.1 . This section does not prohibit a former county employee from accepting future
employment with the county at any time, including employment with a former department.
2. Except as otheruvise provided in this section, a former county employee is not
prohibited from appearing before the county or seeking a county action on the former
county employee's own behalf to the same extent other persons may appear before or
seek actions by the county,
l. Except as otherwise limited by this chapter, a former county employee may
contract with the county, or participate in a contract with the county, to provide materials,
equipment, supplies or services. However, any such a contract must comply with
applicable requirements and procedures related to procurement. (Ord. 18618 $ 6'1,2017:
Ord. 17504 S 4,2012. Ord.14689 $ 2, 2003: Ord. 10841 S 1, 1993: Ord. 9704 g 5, 1990:
Ord. 01,44 S 2, 1982).

3.04.037 Duty to notify supervisor. Any employee who becomes aware that the
employee might have a potential conflict of interest that arises in the course of the
employee's official duties shall notify in writing the employee's supervisor or appointing
authority of the potential conflict.
Upon receipt of such a notification, the supervisor or appointing authority shall
take action to resolve the potential conflict of interest within a reasonable time, which
may include, but is not limited to, designating an alternative employee to perform the
duty that is involved in the potential conflict. The supervisor or appointing authority shall

document the disposition of the potential conflict in writing in files maintained by the
appointing authority. The supervisor or appointing authority may request an advisory
opinion from the board of ethics before disposing of the potential conflict. (Ord, 18618
62,2017'. Ord.'17504S5,2012: Ord. 11185 g 3, 1993: Ord.9704 S 8, 1990).

S

3.04.040 Board of equalization appeals. All persons deemed to have a conflict
of interest, in accordance with K.C.C. 3.04.030.F., and wishing to appealto the county
board of equalization shall be governed by the following procedure:
A. The appeal shall be automatically denied by the county board of equalization
without hearing and a minute entry shall be made. The petitioner may then take action
to appealthe decision of the county board of equalization to the state Board of Appeals
in accordance with RCW 84,08.'130; and
B. However, the board of equalization may grant a change of venue to a board of
equalization of another county, as provided in K.C.C. Title 2, in lieu of automatic denial,
when:
1. A quorum cannot be achieved due to members of the board disqualifying
thenrselves because of conflicts of interest or the appearance of fairness doctrine; or
2. When the appeal relates to property either owned by or in which the following
has an interest: a member of the board; assistants to the board; or any member of the
county governmental authority. (Ord. '18618 S 63, 2017: Ord. 17504 S 6, 201 2. Ord.
16758$2,2010: Ord. 11185S4, 1993: Ord.64'11,1983: Ord. 1308S 5,1972).
3.04.050 Statement of financial and other interests.

A. All nominees for appointment to any county elective office except

for judicial
candidates, within two weeks of becoming a nominee, and all elected officials who are
defined as county employees under K.C.C. 3.04,017,paid in whole or in part by county
funds, shallfile with the board of ethics a statement of financial and other interests as
prescribed in subsection D. of this section. This requirement may be satisfied by filing
with the board of ethics a signed copy of the report required to be filed by RCW
42.17 A.700.
B.1 . Within two weeks of employment or appointment and on or before April 15
of each year thereafter, the following employees shall file a statement of financial and
other ittterests, as prescribed in subsection D. of this section, with the board of ethics:
all elected county officials; all employees appointed by the county executive; all
employees appointed by the county administrative officer or department directors and
who are subject to the approval of the county executive; all employees of the council; all
employees of the office of economic and financial analysis; and such additional
employees as may be determined in accordance with criteria adopted by the board of
ethics under subsection C. of this section. Statements of financial and other interests
that are to be filed within two weeks of employment or appointment shall report on
information for the preceding twelve calendar months. Annual statements of financial
and other interests shall report on information for the preceding calendar year.
2. Within two weeks of becoming a nominee for appointment to county boards
and commissions, thc nomincc shall filc with thc board of cthics a statement of financial
and other interests, as prescribed in subsection D. of this section, reporting on
information for the preceding twelve calendar months.
C. The board of ethics shall adopt by rule criteria for determining which
employees, in addition to those designated in subsection B. of this section, are required
to complete and file statements of financial and other interests. The criteria must
consider the association between the duties and responsibilities of employees and the
conflict of interest provisions in K.C.C. 3.04.030.
D. The statement of financial and other interests required to be filed under this

section must include the following information of which the employee has, or reasonably
should have, knowledge for the reporting period:
'1.a. the name of each person engaged in a transaction with the county in which
the employee may pafiicipate or has responsibility for, where the employee or a member
of the employee's immediate family received any compensation, gift or thing of value,
possessed a financial interest or held a position with the person;
b. the name of the individual who received the compensation, gift or thing of
value from, possessed the financial interest in, or held a position with the person
engaged in the transaction with the county, and the individual's relationship to the
employee; and
c. the title of the position; and
2.a. Real propefiy, listed by street address, assessor parcel number or legal
description that was involved in or the subject of an action by the county, in which the
employee or a member of the employee's immediate family possessed a financial
interest, except that property for which the only county action was valuation for tax
purposes does not have to be reported except by those employees of the department of
assessments and the board of appeals who are required to file a report related to the
valuation;
b. the name of the individual who possessed the financial interest and the
individual's relationship to the employee; and
c. the name of the King County department involved in the transaction.
d, The use the individual made of the real property, such as recreation,
personal residence or income, does not have to be reported.
E. The statement of financial and other interests must be signed with location of
signing, dated and declared to be complete, true and correct under penalty of perjury of
the laws of the state of Washington.
F. The financing of election campaigns shall continue to be governed by other
applicable local, state and federal laws, and not by the provisions of this chapter.
G. Filing of the statement of financial and other interests does not relieve the
employee of the duty to notify the employee's supervisor of a potential conflict of interest
as required by K.C.C. 3.04.037.
H. The board may adopt rules and regulations by which affected employees may
request suspension or modification of the requirements to disclose financial and other
interests setforth in this section if the literal application of the requirements would cause
a manifestly unreasonable hardship and the suspension or modification would not
frustrate the purposes of this chapter.
L The board of ethics may adopt necessary and appropriate rules, regulations
and forms related to completing, filing, maintaining and disclosing statements of financial
and other interests under this section. The board shall follow the requirements of K.C.C.
chapter 2.9Bfor rule making. (Ord. 18618 S 64,2017. Ord. 17504 S 7,2012: Ord.
16391 $'17,2009: Ord. 15971 S 41,2007', Ord. 15148S'1,2005: Ord. 1421892,
200'1: Ord. 14199 S 27 , 2OO1: Ord. 13657 $ 1999: Ord. 9704 $ 6, 1990: Ord. 4808 g
1, 1980: Ord. 2294$ 1, 1975: Ord. 2184 $ 2, 1974: Ord. 1308 S 6, 1972).

3.04.055 Complaints
agreement.

-

investigations

-

enforcement

-

early resolution

A. lt shall be the responsibility of the ombuds to investigate and reporl apparent
criminal violations of this chapter to the appropriate law enforcement authorities and to
enforce this ordinance according to the powers granted herein. The ombuds is expressly
authorized to serve as an enforcement officer for this chapter and to impose the civil
penalties authorized in K.C.C. 3.04.060.
8.1. Complaints alleging a violation of this chapter shall be filed with the ombuds,

2. The complaint shall describe the basis for the complainant's belief that this
chapter has bcen violated. Any such a complaint shall be in writing, signed by the
complainant with location of signing, dated and declared to be true and correct to the best
of the complainant's knowledge under penalty of perjury of the laws of the state of
Washington. The complainant may state in writing whether the complainant wishes the
complainant's name not to be disclosed in accordance with RCW 42.56.240(2).
3. Any complaint filed under this chapter must be filed within five years from the
date of the violation. However, if it is shown that the violation was not discovered because
of concealment by the person charged, then the complaint.must be filed within two years
from the date the violation was discovered or reasonably should have been discovered.
C. Upon receipt of a complaint meeting the requirements of subsection B. of this
section, and upon a determination that the alleged conduct could constitute a violation of
this chapter, the ombuds shall carJse to be served or mailed, by certified mail, return receipt
requested, a copy of the complaint to the person alleged to have violated this chapter within
twenty days after the filing of said complaint, and shall promptly make an investigation
thereof. lf the ombuds determines that the complaint does not meet the requirements of
subsection B. or C. of this section, the ombuds shall inform the complainant in writing of
that determination and the reason,
D. An investigation by the ombuds under this chapter shall be directed to ascertain

the facts concerning the alleged violation or violations of this chapter and shall be
conducted in an objective and impartial manner. ln furtherance of the investigation the
ombuds is authorized to use the subpoena power to compel sworn testimony from any
person, and to require the production of any records relevant or material to the investigation
except information that is legally privileged or otherwise required by law not to be disclosed.
E. During the investigation, the ombuds shall consider any statement of position
or evidence with respect to the allegations of the complaint that the complainant or
respondent wishes to submit.
F. The results of the investigation shall be reduced to written findings of fact and the
finding shall be made that there either is or is not reasonable cause for believing that the
respondent has violated this chapter.
G. lf a finding is made that there is no reasonable cause, said finding shall be served
or mailed, by ceftified mail, return receipt requested. to the complainant and the
respondent, and a copy shall be provided to the board of ethics.
H.1. lf the finding is made that reasonable cause exists to believe that the
respondent has violated this chapter, the ombuds shall prepare an order to that effect, a
copy of which shall be served or mailed, by certified mail, return receipt requested, to the
respondent, and the originalthereof filed with the board of ethics. The ombuds shall provide
a copy of the order to the prosecuting attorney's office. Such a reasonable cause order
shall include:
a. a frnding that one or more violations of the chapter has occurred;
b. the factual basis for the finding;
c. any civil penalties; and
d. a notice informing the respondent that the respondent has the right to request
a lrearing before tlre board of etlrics as setfoftlr in K.C.C.3.04.057.
2. ln determining civil penalties, the ombuds may consider any notification made
by the employee under K.C.C. 3.O4.037 as a mitigating factor.
3. If the respondent does not request an appeal hearing in a timely manner under
K.C.C. 3.04.057, tlte otrtbuds shall provide a copy of tlte teastirrable cause order [o lire
complainant and the respondent's appointing authority.
1.1. At any stage in the investigation, the respondent may agree to an early
resolution agreement in lieu of a finding of reasonable cause by the ombuds.
2. An early resolution agreement may not be appealed.

3.

The agreement shall be in writing and signed by the ombuds and the

respondent.

4, The respondent shall acknowledge in the agreement that an ethical violation
has occurred and that the agreement may not be appealed. The respondent may include
a statement explaining circumstances surrounding the ethical violation.
5. The agreement shall identify the violations of the chapter that occurred, the
factual basis for the violation and any civil penalties.
6.a. The early resolution agreement is not effective unless approved by the board
of ethics. lf approved by the board of ethics, the board shall send a copy of the approved
early resolution agreement to the ombuds, who shall fonruard a copy to the respondent, the
respondent's appointing authority, to the prosecuting attorney's office and to the
complainant.
b. lf the early resolution agreement is not approved by the board of ethics, the
board shallnotifythe ombuds. (Ord. 18618 S 65,2017: Ord. 17504 $ B, 2012: Ord. 16758
S 3,2010: Ord. 14218 S 3,2001: Ord, 11185 $ 5, 1993: Ord.9704 S 9, 1990).
3.04.057 Appeal.

A. Any respondent who disagrees with an order of reasonable cause

of the ombuds

may file a written request, within twenty days of the service of the order upon the respondent

or delivery of the order by certified mail, for an appeal hearing before the board of ethics.
The request shall be filed with the board of ethics, with a copy provided to the ombuds. The
request shall cite the order appealed from and specify with pafticularity the findings being
contested.
Any order of reasonable cause issued by the ombuds pursuant to K.C.C.
3.04.055 shall become final twenty days after service of the order or delivery of the order
by ceftified mail, unless a timely written request for an appeal hearing is filed as set forth

B.

above.

C. lf an order of reasonable cause has been timely appealed, a hearing shall be
conducted by the board of ethics for the purpose of affirming, reversing or modifying the
order. The pafties to the hearing shall be the respondent and the ombuds or designee.
There shall be a verbatim record kept of the hearing and the board of ethics shall have the
powerto administer oaths and affirmations, issue subpoenas and compel attendance, take
evidence and require the production of any books, papers, correspondence, memoranda
or other records relevant or material to the hearing. The burden of proving that a violation
occurred shall at all times be upon the ombuds. The board of ethics's decision shall be
based upon a preponderance of the evidence. Such a hearing shall be conducted within a
reasonable time after receipt of the request for appeal. Written notice of the time and place
of the hearing shall be given to the parties at least ten days prior to the hearing date.
D. At the hearing, each party shall have the following rights:
1. To call and examine witnesses on any matter relevant to the issues raised by
the order of the ombuds or designee;
2. To introduce documentary and physical evidence;
3. To cross-exalr'ritte opposittg wittresses urticrty relevarrt tlratter;
4, To impeach any witness regardless of which party first called the wilness to
testify;

5. To rebut evidence against the party, and

6.

To self-represent or to be represented by anyone of the party's choice who is
laMully permitted to do so.
E. Following review of the evidence submitted, the board shall within a reasonable
time enter written findings and conclusions and shall affirm or modify the order previously
issued if the board finds that one or more violations of this chapter has occurred. The board
shall reverse the order if it finds no violations of this chapter have occurred. A copy of the

board's decision shall be served or mailed, by cerlified mail, return receipt requested, to the
respondent, and the original thereof retained by the board. The board shall provide a copy
of its decislon to the ombuds, the respondent's appointing authority, the prosecuting
attorney's office and the complainant. (Ord, '18618 g 66, 2017: Ord. 17504 S 9,2012'. Ord.
14218 S 4, 2001: Ord. 11'l85 $ 6, 1993: Ord.9704 S 10, 1990).

3.04.060 Penalties.

A. Any negligent

or willful violation of the provisions of this chapter shall constitute

a misdemeanor and upon conviction be punishable by a fine not to exceed $1,000

or

imprisonment in the county jail not to exceed ninety days; or both;
8.1. Any elected official who commits a violation of this chapter may be subjected
to penalties as provided by RCW 42.12,010 and the King County Charter, and may also be
subjected to a civil penalty of an amount not to exceed the lesser of one month of the
respondent's county pay or the amount authorized by law.

2,

An employee of the county who commits a violation of this chapter may be

subjected to disciplinary action, up to and including termination from employment; provided
that such disciplinary action is corrsistetrt with Career Sewice Guidelines and collective
bargaining agreements. An employee of the county who commits a violation of this chapter
may also be subjected to a civil penalty; provided that such penalty shall not exceed the
lesser of one month of the respondent's county pay or the amount authorized by law.
3. Members of boards and commissions who commit a violation of this chapter
may be subjected to immediate removalfrom such appointment.
C. Civil and criminal liability under the provisions of this section shall be imposed
on any person who either directly or as an accomplice commits a violation of this chapter.
D. Any person having an existing contract with King County or seeking to obtain a
contract who willfully attempts to secure preferential treatment in the person's dealings with
the county by otfering any valuable consideration, gift or thing of value, whether in the form

of services, loan, thing or promise, in any form to any county official or employee, shall
have the person's current contracts with the county canceled and shall not be able to bid
on any other county contract for a period of two years. (Ord. 18618 S 67 ,2017: Ord. 17504
S 10,2012: Ord. 11185 $ 7, 1993: Ord.9704 $ 7, 1990: Ord. 1308 S 7,1972).
3.04.080 Board of ethics - membership and terms. There is created a board of
ethics, composed of five members, two to be appointed by the county executive, two to be
appointed by the county executive from a list of nominees submitted by the county council,
and the fifth, who shall be chair, to be appointed by the county executive from a list of
nominees submiited by the other four members. All appointments are to be confirmed by
the county council. The terms of the board members shall be three years. The first three
members shall be appointed for one, two and three-year terms respectively. The chair shall
have a three-year term; the other terms are to be determined by lot. A member of the board
of ethics may be removed for just cause by a twothirds vote of the county council, after
written charges have been served on the member and a public hearing has been held by
the county council. The board shall be advisory and shall meet as frequently as it deems
necessary. A majority of the board shall constitute a quorum. (Ord. 17504 g 11,2012.
Ord. 1 1 185 S B, 1993: Ord. 1321 S 2, 1972).
3.04.090 Board of ethics - purpose. The purpose of the board of ethics shall be
to insure proper implementation and interpretation of the code of ethics under this chapter,
(Ord, 17504 S 12,2012 Ord,1321 S 3,1972).
3.04.100 Board of ethics - authority. Whenever requested by a county officer or
employee, or whenever it deems it in the public interest, the board of ethics shall render

advisory opinions, in writing, concerning questions of ethics, conflicts of interest, and the
applicability of the code of ethics. Copies of the opinion shall be delivered to any officer or
employee requesting the opinion, the ombuds, the county executive and all members of
the King County council. (Ord. 18618 S 68,2017: Ord. 17504 S 13,2012: Ord.9704 S 12,
1990: Ord. 1321 S 4,1972).

3.04.120 Disclosure of interests by consultants.

A.1. Each consultant entering into a contract to provide professional services

or
technical services to the county costing in excess of the amount specified in K.C,C. chapter
2.93 shall file both with the King County board of ethics and the executive a signed, sworn
written statement disclosing the following information:
a. any office or directorship in the consultant held by any county employee or any
member of the employee's immediate family;
b. any financial interest in the consultant held or received by any county employee
or any member of the employee's immediate family as follows:
(1) ownership of over five percent of the stock or other form of interest in the
consultant; and
(2) receipt of any compensation, gift or thing of value from the consultant;
c. a list of all contracts between the consultant and the county in the five years
immediately preceding the presently contemplated contract including the amount of
money paid by the county to the consultant in accordance with to each contract;
d. any position or positions on any county board or commission, whether salaried
or unsalaried, held by any officer or director of the consultant in the five years immediately
preceding the presently contemplated contract; and
e. any other information known to the consultant about any interest or relationship
whatsoever between any county employee, including any member of the employee's
immediate family, and the consultant, other than that disclosed in accordance with
subsection A.1.a. through d. of this section.
2, Unless otherwise specified in this section, the information disclosed shall cover
the period twenty-four months before and including the date of filing the sworn statement.
3. A consultant filing a King County consultant disclosure form in accordance with
this section shall execute a signed, dated with location of signing, written declaration that
the information in the disclosure form is complete, true and correct under penalty of perjury
of the laws of the state of Washington.
B. No payment shall be made on any contract with any consultant until five days
after receipt by the board of ethics and the executive of the information required to be
disclosed by this section.
C. For purposes of this section, "consultant" means a person who by experience,
training and education has established a reputation or ability to provide professional
services or technical services, as defined in K.C.C. 2.93.030, on a discrete, nonrecurring
basis over a limited and preestablished term as an independent contractor to the county.
(Ord. 18618S69,2017: Ord. 17504915,20'12: Ord. 16758S4,2010: Ord. 15148S2,
2005: Ord. 13710 $ 1,2000. Ord. 12138 $ 4, 1996).

3.04.130 Authorization to implement procedures. The ombuds and the board
of ethics are each authorized to implement such forms, administrative processes, and
operational procedures as are necessary to comply with the provisions of this chapter. Any
rules governing the conduct of contested hearings shall be promulgated in compliance with
K.C.C. chapter 2.98, Rules of County Agencies.
The executive is directed to prepare, with the assistance of council stafi, the office
of the prosecuting attorney, the ombuds and the board of ethics, information regarding the
provisions of this chapter to be made available to employees and members of boards and

commissions. The availability of these materials and of copies of this chapter shall be
described in a summary form, which shall be distributed to all new county employees, who
shall sign and return the form within two weeks of commencing work for King County or at
the new employee orientation, whichever is sooner. A summary of the ethics code shall
also be distributed to all county employees at least once every two years, and any time
there are material changes to this chapter. (Ord. 18618 S 70,2017, Ord. 17504 S 16,
2012'. Ord.111BS $ 9, 1993: Ord. 9704 S '13, '1990).
3.04.210 Solicitation or receipt of contributions for or from public office fund
not a violation.
A. lt is not a violation of this chapter for an elected otficial to solicit or receive
contributions for or from a public office fund, as described in this section, if the solicitation
occurs outside of the workplace and without use of county facilities. An elected official is
authorized to solicit and receive such contributions.
B. For purposes of this section, "public office fund" mcans a privatcly administcrcd
account that:
1. ls established forthe sole purpose of directly paying or reimbursing an elected
official or employee acting on the official's behalf for expenses that are incurred in carrying
out activities relating to the official's public otfice responsibilities, including, among other
matters, costs of travel, meals, accommodations, event admissions and gifts presented on

behalf of the county or county official to recognize service or promote goodwill, and
excluding the purchase of goods or services for the official's personal use or enrichment;
2. Precludes fund amounts from being transferred to a political committee or used
to promote or oppose a candidate or ballot measure;
3. Limits contributions from a person or legal entity to an amount of no more than
an average of two hundred and fifty dollars per year over any four year time period; and

4. Provides that any funds or property acquired through funds remaining in
possession of the fund or the official after all permissible public office related expenses
have been paid shall be:
a. returned to contributors in amounts not exceeding their respective
contributions;
b. donated to a charitable organization registered in accordance with chapter
19.09 RCW; or
c. transferred to the county.
C. Within two weeks of establishing a public office fund, the elected official shall file
a statement with the board of ethics, identifying the fund administrator, indicating the
amount and source of all contributions received by the public office fund and identifying all
items and services acquired or reimbursed through any payments made from the public
office fund and associated amounts paid. Quarterly statements updating such information
shall be filed with the board of ethics by the 20th day of the month following the end of each
calendar quarter.
D, Nothing in this section is intended to alter the requirements imposed by chapter
42.17 RCW, the county charter or county ordinance regarding campaigns for elected office
or ballot measures.
E. By November 1,2013, the board of ethics shall establish a limit on the total
amount of money to be held in any given public office fund at any given time, The board
of ethics shall analyze the issue and establish a revised limit at least once every four years.
The board of ethics analysis slrall include consideration of all state, federal and other legal
requirements. (Ord. 17612 S 2, 20'13).
3.04.220 Solicitation or acceptance of certain gifts, bequests or donations
under K.C.C. chapter 2.35A not a violation. Neither the solicitation nor the acceptance

of gifts, bequests or donations permitied under K.C.C. chapter 2.35A constitutes a violation
of this chapter. (Ord. 18254 S 3, 2016).
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3.08.010 Elections for career service employee representative on board,
Primaries and elections are hereby established for the purpose of nominating and electing
a personnel board member by the King County career service employees as provided in
Section 540 of the King County Charter. (Ord. 11808 S 1, 1995: Ord.543 S 1, 1970).

3.08.020 Election dates.
Commencing in 1995, a nominating primary for candidates for the position of
career service representative on the personnel board shall be held on the first Tuesday of
June and the election of candidates nominated at the primary shall be conducted on the

A.

fourth Tuesday of June, and shall continue to be conducted on the first and fourth Tuesday
in June every five years thereafter,
B. The candidate receiving the highest number of votes and the candidate receiving
the second highest number of votes in the nominating primary shall both be nominated for

the election.
C. At the election held on the fourlh Tuesday of June, the nominee receiving the
highest number of votes shall be elected.
D. lf a candidate receives more than fifty percent of the votes cast by the eligible
voters in the nominating special elections primaries as authorized herein, there shall be no
furlher elections and the candidate will be elected.
E. ln the event of a vacancy, as defined in RCW 4212.010, an election to fill the
vacancy shall be held on the fourth Tuesday of June that is more than two months
following the vacancy, a special three day filing period will be held in the first week of
June. The candidate receiving the highest number of votcs of all candidatcs shall be
elected to fill the remainder of the term commencing immediately upon certification of
the election. (Ord. 11808 $ 2, 1995: Ord.602 g'1, 1970: Ord.543 S 2, 1970).

3.08.030 Voters eligible. Persons eliglble to vote in elections authorized herein
are the members of the county career service as set forth in Chapter 3.12 of this title and
Section 550 of the County Charter. (Ord. 543 S 3, 1970).

3.08.035 Candidates. Any resident of the State of Washington except a current
employee of King County including the department of metropolitan services as defined in

K.C.C. 3.12.010 is eligible to file for the candidacy for the position of career service
employee representative. (Ord. 1'1808 S 6, 1995).

3.08.040 Filing. Candidates for county personnel board member shall

file

declarations of candidacy with the elections division not earlier than twenty-nine days and
not later than twenty-five days prior to the primary during each election year prescribed in
this chapter. Any candidate may withdraw the candidate's own declaration not later than
nineteen days prior to the first election during each election year prescribed in this chapter.
A nonrefundable five-dollar filing fee shall be charged for filing a declaration of candidacy.
(Ord. '18618 S 71,2017: Ord, 15971 S 42,2007'. Ord. 11808 S 3, 1995: Ord.543 $ 4,
1e70),

3.08.050 Ballot listing. The names of candidates for personnel board member to
be voted upon at both special elections shall be printed upon the official ballots in
alphabctical ordcr. (Ord, 543 S 5, 1070).
3.08.060 Notice of elections.
Notice of the candidacy filing period and of each primary and election shall be

A.

prepared by the elections division and distributed to all county agencies employing persons
eligible to vote. Agency directors and managers shall ensure that eligible employees under

their supervision are provided notification. Copies of the notices shall be posted

in

prominent places within buildings in which eligible employees are employed.
B. The notice for the candidacy filing period shall be made not later than thirty-five
prior
days
to the date of the primary. The notice of the primary and election shall be made
not later than twenty-five days prior to the date of the primary prescribed by this chapter.
(Ord. 15971 S 43, 2007'. Ord. '1 1B0B S 4, '1995: Ord. 543 S 6, 1970).

3.08.070 Conduct of elections, The primaries and elections called for in this
chapter shall be conducted by the elections division generally following the procedures for
conducting county elections except as otheruvise provided in this chapter or as prescribed
by administrative rules promulgated by the elections division manager. The manager is
authorized to conduct such elections by mail ballot including distribution with employee
paychecks or by the United States Postal Service. Ballots may be returned to the elections
division via the United States Postal Service or in a secure manner as approved by the
manager of the elections division. The results of the election shall be ceftified by the
elections division manager. The manager shall issue certificates of nomination as
applicable and a cerlificate of election to the successful candidate.
Any resident of the state of Washington, except a current employee of the county,
is eligible to file for candidacy for the position of career service employee representative.
(Ord. 15971 S 44,2007'. Ord. '12014 S 4, 1995),

3.08.100 Powers of board. Under Section 540 of the King County Charter, the
King County personnel board is hereby granted the power to administer oaths and
affirrrrations and to issue subpoenas and subpoenas duces tecum to compel the
attendance of witnesses before the board and to provide information relevant to any appeal
within the jurisdiction of the board: provided, that any witness shall have the right to be
represented bycounsel. (Ord. 13509 S 1, 1999: Ord.327 S 1,1970).

3.08.110 Compensation. For time devoted to the official work of the personnel
board, each member thereof shall receive a per diem of one hundred dollars to be paid out
of the current expense fund, provided that a per diem of seventy-five dollars shall be paid
for official board work of three hours or less; provided fufiher that an additional twenty-five

dollars per day will be paid to the chair of the board during any full day (six hours or more)
or thirteen dollars for work of three hours or less in which board business is conducted.
The county is further authorized to pay for reasonable parking expenses of personnel board
members while board business is conducted. (ord. 1863s S 14,20i7: ord. 13370 S 1,
1998: Ord.4809 S 1, 1980: Ard.1572 g 1, 1973: Ord. 174 (part),1970).

3.08.120 Administrative suppoft. Administrative support to the personnel board
will be provided bythe clerk of the board of appeals and equalization authorized by K.C.C.
2.34.040. Authority for appointment of the clerk and staff will remain with the board of
appeals and equalization; however, the chair of the personnei board may bring concerns
about per-formance and related issues to the attention of the chair of the board of appeals
and equalization for resolution.
The board of appeals and equalization will be reimbursed by the deparlment of
human resources for costs related to personnel board activities such as board per diem,
supplies, and services other than staffing, employee benefits, and office equipment. (Ord.
18793 S 6,2018: Ord. 13370 S 2, 1998).
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Creation (in effect until April 1,2021, if contingencies in Ordinance
19047, Section 59, are met).
Composition (in effect until April 1, 2021, if contingencies in
Ordinance 19047, Section 59, are met).
Purpose and functions (in effect until April 1,2021, if contingencies in
Ordinance 19047, Section 59, are met).
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3.10"010 Creation (in effect until April 1,2021, if contingencies in Ordinance

19047, section 59, are met*). There is hereby created a King county civil rights
commission referred to in this chapteras the commission. (Ord. 12058 g 1, 1995: Ord.
2647 S 3, '1976).

*Reviser's note: "This ordinance takes effect
April 1 ,2021, but only if by that date
the executive has transmitted a status report on the status of the feasibility study
as required in tlris sectiott, a feasibility study arrd recommendatlons establlshing
the human and civil rights commission and a motioh approving the feasihility
study, and a motion approving the feasibility study is passed by council. The
motion should reference the subject matter, this ordinance, ordinance section in
both the title and body of the motion. The executive should file the feasibility study
and motion required by this section by February 1,2021, in the form of a paper
original and an electronic copy with the clerk of the council, who shall retain the
original and provide an electronic copy to all councilmembers, the council chief of
staff and the lead staff for the law and justice committee, or its successor." (Ord.
19047 $ 5e (part)).

3.10.020 Composition (in effect until April 1,2021, if contingencies in
Ordinance 19047, Section 59, are met*).
A. The civil rights commission shall be composed of twelve members, one
nominated from each council district by the county councilmember and three at-large
members appointed by the executive. Members shall be appointed by the executive and
confirmed by the county council by motion.
B. Commission members representing council districts shall be appointed in the
manner set forth in K.C,C. 2.28.0015.
C. Officers shall be elected annually from the voting body of members as follows:
chair; vice chair; and secretary. (Ord. 15548 S 6,2006: Ord. 12058 $ 2, 1995: Ord.6891
$ 2, 1984. Ord. 2647 S 4, 1976).
*Reviser's note: "This ordinance takes etfect April 1, 2021 but only if by that date
,
thc cxccutivc has transmittcd a status rcport on thc status of the feasibility study
as required in this section, a feasibility study and recommendations establishinq
the human and civil rights commission and a motion approving the feasibility
study, and a motion approving the feasibility study is passed by council. The
motion should reference the subject matter, this ordinance, ordinance section in
both the title and body of the motion. The executive should file the feasibility study
and motion required bythis section by February 1,2021, in the form of a paper
original and an electronic copy with the clerk of the council, who shall retain the
original and provide an electronic copy to all councilmembers, the council chief of
staff and the lead staff for the law and justice committee, or its successor." (Ord.
1e047 $ 5e (pad)).
3.10.030 Purpose and functions (in effect until April 1,2021, if contingencies
in Ordinance19047, Section 59, are met*). The commission shallserve in an advisory
capacity to the county executive and the council on matters concerning affirmative action,
disability access, equal employment opportunity, contract compliance, fair housing,
minority/woman business and public accommodations to ensure the consistent
application of all county ordinances, rules and regulations concerning these programs.
The powers of the commission shall be advisory only, and when the commission is
granted authority to review, monitor, lead, repoft, identify, assess, evaluate, adopt or
perform, such actions shall be consistent with, and strictly limited to, offering advice and
recommendations to the county executive and the county council. The functions of the
commission shall include, but not be limited to, the following:
A. Review the affirmative action plan and make recommendations concerning its
adoption and subsequent amendment to the county executive.
B, Monitor and review the implementation of civil rights ordinances and policies to
determine compliance and effectiveness.
C. Propose legislation to the county council.
D. Take a strong leadership role in raising community awareness and involvement
on civil rights issues.
E. Review civil rights issues brought to the commission by concerned individuals
or groups. Requests for review of civil rights issues shall follow the procedure set out in
K.C.C. 3.10.040.8. through E.
F. Repoft to the county coutrcil comntittee-of-tlre-whole semi-annually; provided
that the civil rights commission shall, prior to July 1, 1996, carry out the following tasks:
1. ldentify the goals, program components and characteristics and anticipated
outcomes resulting from the county's civil rights policies, taking into consideration the
limitations placed upon such policies by recent court decisions;

2. Assess community needs and issues with respect to civil rights, including
unincorporated King County, taking into consideration the fact that King County has
consistently met or exceeded affirmative action goals in most categories.
3. Evaluate and make recommendations on the organizational structure,
program resources, goals and objectives, and program policies necessary to address
needs and issues and achieve an updated civil rights program;
4. The commission shall submit its reporl to the executive. The executive shall
review the report and submit it, with the executive's recommendations and
implementation plans to the King County council. (Ord. 18618 S 72, 2017: Ord. 12058 S

3, 1995: Ord.6891 $ 2, '1984: Ord.2647 S 5, 1976).

*Reviser's note: "This ordinance takes effect April 1
,2021, but only if by that date
the executive has transmitted a status report on the status of the feasibility study
as required in this section, a feasibility study and recommendations establishing
the human and civil rights commission and a motion approving the feasibility
study, and a motion approving the feasibility study is passed by council. The
motion should reference the subject matter, this ordinance, ordinance section in
both the title and body of the motion. The executive should file the feasibility study
and motion required by this section by February 1,2021, in the form of a paper
original and an electronic copy with the clerk of the council, who shall retain the
original and provide an electronic copy to all councilmembers, the council chief of
staff and the lead staff for the law and justice committee, or its successor." (Ord.
1e047 $ 5e (part)).
3.10.040 Review process (in effect until April 1,2021, if contingencies in
Ordinance 19047, Section 59, are met*).
A. Any person who has filed a complaint under the minority/women's business
ordinance, K.C.C. 4.18*', orthe contract compliance ordinance, K.C.C. 12.16; and who
disagrees with a finding of no reasonable cause issued in the case by the minority and
women's business enterprises and contract compliance division or under the Fair
Employment Ordinance, K.C,C. 12.18, the Fair Housing Ordinance, K.C.C. 12.20, or the
public accommodations ordinance, K.C.C. 12,22, and who disagrees with a finding of no
reasonable cause issued in the case by the depaftment of information and administrative
services, and who has requested reconsideration of the finding which has been denied,
may request that the commission review the procedures and processes utilized by the
minority and women's business enterprises and contract compliance division or
department of information and administrative services, as appropriate.
B. Requests for review shall be in writing addressed to the King County Civil
Rights Commission, in care of the minority and women's business enterprises and
contract compliance division or department of information and administrative services, as
appropriate.
C. Requests for review shall be granted in accordance with the purposes of the
commission and such rules as are adopted by tlre corrrnrissiorr.
D, ln conducting its reviews, the commission may hold informal fact finding
sessions with respect to processes and procedures.
E. Where appropriate, commission reviews shall result in recommendations to the
county executive. (Ord. 12058 S 4, 1995).

*Reviser's note: "This ordinance takes effect April 1
,2021, but only if by that date
the executive has transmitted a status report on the status of the feasibility study
as required in this section, a feasibility study and recommendations establishing
the human and civil rights commission and a motion approving the feasibility

study, and a motion approving the feasibility study is passed by council. The
motion should reference the subject matter, this ordinance, ordinance section in
both the title and body of the motion. The executive should file the feasibility study
and motion required bythis section by February 1,2021, in the form of a paper
original and an electronic copy with the clerk of the council, who shall retain the
original and provide an electronic copy to all councilmembers, the council chief of
staff and the lead staff for the law and justice committee, or its successor." (Ord.
1s047 $ 5e (paft)).
*Reviser's note: K.C.C. chapter 4.18 was repealed by Ordinance 17652.
3.10.050 Rules (in effect until April 1,2021, if contingencies in Ordinance
19047, Section 59, are met*). The commission is empowered to adopt such procedures
as deemed necessary to ensure its proper functioning and to handle all reviews and other
issucs consistcnt with the commission's stated purpose. This includes, but it is not limited
to, the formation of standinq committees as follows:
A. Executive committee. This committee shall perform administrative oversight
activities of the commission, including representing the commission, conducting business
outside of regular commission meetings, and performing other relating and necessary
activities in the interest of ensuring an etfective county human and civil rights program.
B. Public policy committee. This committee shall review and make
recommendations on legislation, public rules and/or policies related to any of the
county's equal opportunity, affirmative action, disability, access minority and women
business utilization programs.
C. Economic development. This committee shall review and make
recommendations for enhancing the oppofiunities for utilization and participation of
minority and women businesses on county contracts and other related businesses on
county contracts and other related business development activities.
D. Community relations. This committee shall recommend methods for educating
concerned communities and the public at large on the work of the commission and King
County in advancing human and civil rights for all in the region and shall establish liaison
with other regional and civil rights commissioners. (Ord. 12058 S 5, 1995: ard. 2647 g7 ,
1e76).

*Reviser's note: "This ordinance takes effect April 1
,2021, but only if by that date
the executive has transmitted a status report on the status of the feasibility study
as required in this section, a feasibility study and recommendations establishing
the human and civil rights commission and a motion approving the feasibility
study, and a motion approving the feasibility study is passed by council. The
motion should reference the subject matter, this ordinance, ordinance section in
both the title and body of the motion. The executive should file the feasibility study
and motion required by this section by February 1,2021, in the form of a paper
original and an electronic copy with the clerk of the council, who shall retain the
original arrd provide atr electrorric copy to all coutrcilnrenrbers, the courrcil chief of
staff and the lead staff for the law and justice committee, or its successor." (Ord.
1e047 $ 5s (paft)).
3.10.060 Staff (in effect until April 1,2021, if contingencies in Ordinance
met*). Appropriate staff for the commission will be appointed by
the county executive. (Ord. 12058 S 6, 1995: Ord.6891 $ 3, '1984: Ord.2647 g B,
19047, Section 59, are

1e76).

*Reviser's note: "This ordinance takes effect April 1
,2021, but only if by that date
the executive has transmitted a status report on the status of the feasibility study
as required in this section, a feasibility study and recommendations establishing
the human and civil rights commission and a motion approving the feasibility
study, and a motion approving the feasibility study is passed by council. The
motion should reference the subject matter, this ordinance, ordinance section in
both the title and body of the motion. The executive should file the feasibility study
and motion required by this section by February 1,2021, in the form of a paper
original and an electronic copy with the clerk of the council, who shall retain the
original and provide an electronic copy to all councilmembers, the council chief of
staff and the lead staff for the law and justice committee, or its successor." (Ord,
1e047 $ 5s (part)).
3.10.070 Meetings (in effect until April 1,2021, if contingencies in Ordinance
't9047, Section 59, are met*), The civil rights commission shall meet no less often than
quarterly and as designated by the chair if deemed necessary. A quorum shall consist of
a simple majority of all voting commissioners. (Ord. 12058 g 7, 1995: Ord. 6891 g 4,
1

984).

*Reviser's note: "This ordinance takes effect April 1
,2021, but only if by that date
the executive has transmitted a status report on the status of the feasibility study
as required in this section, a feasibility study and recommendations establishing
the human and civil rights commission and a motion approving the feasibility
study, and a motion approving the feasibility study is passed by council. The
motion should reference the subject matter, this ordinance, ordinance section in
both the title and body of the motion. The executive should file the feasibility
study and motion required by this section by February 1,2021, in the form of a
paper original and an electronic copy with the clerk of the council, who shall
retain the original and provide an electronic copy to all councilmembers, the
council chief of staff and the lead staff for the law and justice committee, or its
successor." (Ord. 19047 $ 59 (part)).
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Sick leave and time off for medical and family reasons.
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Limited duty assignment policy due to pregnancy.
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intent. King County recognizes that, in the past,
practices
did not afford equal oppoftunities for women,
employment and contracting
persons
wrth disabilities, and that such practices have resulted in the
minorities and
underrepresentation of such persons in county employment, in employment by county
contractors, and in the utilization of minority-owned and women-owned businesses in
county contracts. King County also recognizes that many of the causes of this
3.12.005 Statement of

underrepresentation are societal in nature, and beyond the scope and power of the county

to remedy on its own. Nevedheless, King County is determined to be a leader in the
implementation of civil rights and compliance policies and programs which will remedy
the effects of past discrimination and set the county on an affirmative action path. (Ord.
9088 S 1,1e8e).

3.12.010 Definitions. For the purposes of this chapter, all words shall have their
ordinary and usual meanings except those defined in this section which shall have, in
addition, the following meanings. ln the event of conflict, the specific definitions set forth
in this section shall presumptively, but not conclusively, prevail.
A.1. "Administrative interns" means employees who are:
a. enrolled during the regular school year in a program of education, internship
or apprenticeship;
b. legal interns who have graduated from law school but have not yet been
admitted to the Washington State Bar Association; or
c. veterans temporarily working to gain practical workforce experience.
2. All administrative internships in executive departments shall be approved by
the director. Administrative interns are exempt from the career service under Section 550
of the chader.
B. "AmeriCorps" means those who apply for and are selected to serve in positions
at King County government through either AmeriCorps or Washington Service Corps
programs, or both.
C. "Appointing authority" means the county council, the county auditor, the
executive, chief officers of executive departments and administrative offices, or division
managers having authority to appoint or to remove persons from positions in the county
service.
D. "Basis of merit" means the value, excellence or superior quality of an
individual's work performance, as determined by a structured process comparing the
employee's performance against defined standards and, where possible, the
perlormance of other employees of the same or similar class.
E. "Board" means the county personnel board established by Section 540 of the
charter.
F. ''Budgetary furlough" means a circumstance in which projected couniy
revenues are determined to be insufficient to fully fund county agency operations and, in
order either to achieve budget savings or to meet unallocated budget reductions, which
are commonly known as contras, or both, cost savings may be achieved through
reduction in days or hours of service, resulting in placing an employee for one or more
days in a temporary furlough status without duties and without pay,
G. "Career service employee" means a county employee appointed to a career
service position as a result of the selection procedure provided for in this chapter, and
who has completed the probationary period.
H. "Career service position" means all positions in the county service except for
ilrose tltat are designated by Section 550 of the chafter as follows: all elected otficers;
the cottnty auditnr, the clerk anr:l all other employees of the county council; the county
administrative officer; the chief officer of each executive department and administrative
office; the members of all boards and commissions; the chief economist and other
employees of the office economic and financial analysis; the chief economist and other
employees of the office of economic and financial analysis; administrative assistants for
the executive and one administrative assistant each for the county administrative officer,
the county auditor, the county assessor, the chief officer of each executive department
and administrative office and for each board and commission, a chief deputy for the
county assessor; one confidential secretary each for the executive, the chief officer of

each executive department and administrative office, and for each administrative
assistant specified in this section; all employees of those officers who are exempted from
the provisions of this chapter by the state constitt ttion; persons employed in a professional
or scientific capacity to conduct a special inquiry, investigation or examination; part{ime
and temporary employees; administrative interns, election precinct officials; all persons
serving the county without compensation; physicians; surgeons; dentists; medical interns;
and student nurses and inmates employed by county hospitals, tuberculosis sanitariums
and health departments of the county.
Divisions in executive depaftments and administrative offices as determined by the
county council shall be considered to be executive departments for the purpose of
determining the applicability of Section 550 of thc charter.
All part-time employees shall be exempted from career service membership
except, all part-time employees employed at least half time or more, as defined by
ordinance, shall be members of the career service,
l. "Clrarler" rneans Ltre King Courrty Clrarter, as amended.
.1, "Child" means a hiolngical, adopted or foster child, a stepchild, a legal ward or
a child of an employee standing in loco parentis to the child, who is:
1. Under eighteen years of age, or
2. Eighteen years of age or older and incapable of self care because of a mental
or physical disability.
K. "Class" or "classification" means a position or group of positions, established
under authority of this chapter, sufficiently similar in respect to the duties, responsibilities
and authority thereof, that the same descriptive title may be used to designate each
position allocated to the class.
L. "Classification plan" means the arrangement of positions into classifications
together with specifications describing each classification.
M. "Compensatory time" means time off granted with pay in lieu of pay for work
performed either on an authorized overtime basis or work performed on a holiday that is
normally scheduled as a day off. Such compensatory time shall be granted on the basis
of time and one-half.
N. "Competitive employment" means a position established in the county budget
and that requires at least twenty-six weeks of service per year as the work schedule
established for the position.
O. "Comprehensive leave benefits" means those leave benefits described in and
subject to this chapter, including leaves for vacations, promotional or qualifying
examinations, bereavement, life-giving or life-saving procedures, sickness, volunteer
service, parental leave, donated leave and leaves of absence without pay.
P. "Council" means the county council as established byArticle 2 of the charter.
O. "County" means King County and any other organization that is legally
governed by the county with respect to personnel matters.
R. "Depaftment" means the department of human resources or its successor
agency.
S. ''Developmental disability" means a developmental disability, as defined in
RCW 71 A.10.020(2), as amended, attributable to mental retardation, cerebral palsy,
epilepsy, autism or other neurological or other condition of an individual found by the
secretary of the Washington state Depafiment of Social and Health Services or the
secretary's designee to be closely related to mental retardation or to require treatment
similar to that required tor individuals with mental retardation, which disability originates
before the individual attains age eighteen, that has continued or can be expected to
continue indefinitely and that constitutes a substantial handicap for the individual.
T. "Direct cost" means the cost aggregate of the actual weighted average cost of
insured benefits, less any administrative cost therefor. Any payments to part-time and

temporary employees under this chapter shall not include any administrative overhead
charges applicable to administrative offices and executive departments.
U. "Director" means the manager of the department human resources or its
successor agency.
V. "Domestic partners" are two people in a domestic partnership, one of whom is
a county employee.
W. "Domestic partnership" is a relationship whereby two people:
1. Have a close personal relationship;
2, Are each other's sole domestic partner and are responsible for each other's
common welfare;
3. Share the same regular and permanent residence;
4. Are jointly responsible for basic living expenses which means the cost of basic
food, shelter and any other expenses of a domestic partner that are paid at least in part
by a program or benefit for which the partner qualified because of the domestic
partnership. The individuals need not contribute equally or jointly to the cost of these
expenses as long as they agree that both are responsible for the cost;
5. Are not married to anyone;
6. Are each eighteen years of age or older,
7. Are not related by blood closer than would bar marriage in the state of
Washington,
B. Were mentally competent to consent to contract when the domestic
partnership began.
X. "Employed at least half time or more" means employed in a regular position
that has an established work schedule of not less than one-half the number of hours of
the full-time positions in the work unit in which the employee is assigned, orwhen viewed
on a calendar year basis, nine hundred ten hours or more in a work unit in which a work
week of more than thirty-five but less than forty hours is standard or one thousand forty
hours or more in a work unit in which a forty hour work week is standard. lf the standard
work week hours within a work unit varies (employees working both thirty five and forty
hours) the director, in consultation with the department, is responsible for determining
what hour threshold applies.
Y. "Employee" means any person who is employed in a career service position or
exempt position.
Z. "Employees eligible for comprehensive leave benefits" means full-time regular,
part-time regular, provisional, probationary and term-limited temporary employees.
AA. "Executive" means the county executive, as established by Article 3 of the
chafter.
BB. "Exempt employee" means an employee employed in a position that is not a
career service position under Section 550 of the charter. Exempt employees serve at the
pleasure of the appointing authority.
CC. "Exempt position" means any position excluded as a career service position
by Section 550 of the charter. Exempt positions are positions to which appointments may
be rrratje tjirectly wi[]rt-ruI a conrpeti[ive hirirrg process.
DD "Fttll-time regttlar employee" means an employee emplnyed in a fr.rll-time
regular position and, for fulltime career service positions, is not serving a probationary
period.
EE. "Full-time regular posiiion" means a regular position that has an established
work schedule of not less than thirty-five hours per week in those work units in which a
thirty-five hour week is standard, or of not less than forty hours per week in those work
units in which a forty-hour week is standard,

FF, "Furlough day" means a day forwhich an employee shall perform no work and
shall receive no pay due to an emergency budget crisis necessitating emergency budget
furloughs,

GG. "Furloughed employee" means an employee who is placed in a temporary
status without duties and without pay due to a financial emergency necessitating budget
reductions.
HH. "Grievance" means an issue raised by an employee relating to the
interpretation of rights, benefits, or condition of employment as contained in either the
administrative rules or procedures, or both, for the career service.
ll. "lmmediate family" means spouse, child, parent, son-in-law, daughter-in-law,
grandparent, grandchild, sibling, domestic partner and the child, parent, sibling,
grandparent or grandchild of the spouse or domestic partner.
JJ. "lncentive increase" means an increase to an employee's base salary within
the assigned pay range, based on demonstrated performance.
KK. "lfrsuled berrelits" rnearrs l.lruse itrsutatrue bettefits describetl itr atrd subject
to this chapter, inchrding medical, dental, life, disability and vision benefits.
LL. "lntegrated work setting" means a work setting in which the majority of people
employed are individuals without disabilities and wages are paid at minimum wage or
better.
MM. "King County family and medical leave" means a leave of absence taken
under K.C.C. 3.12.221.
NN. "Life-giving and life-saving procedures" means a medically-supervised
procedure involving the testing, sampling, or donation of blood, organs, fluids, tissues and
other human body components for the purposes of donation without compensation to a
person for a medically necessary treatment.
OO. "Marital status" means the presence or absence of a marital relationship and
includes the status of married, separated, divorced, engaged, widowed, single or
cohabiting.
PP. "Part-time employee" means an employee employed in a part-time position.
Under Section 550 of the charter, part-time employees are not members of the career
service.
QQ. "Part-time position" nieans an other than a regular position in which the parttime employee is employed less than half time, that is less than nine hundred ten hours
in a calendar year in a work unit in which a thirty-five hour work week is standard or less
than one thousand forty hours in a calendar year in a work unit in which a forty-hour work
week is standard, except as provided elsewhere in this chapter. Where the standard work
week falls between thirty-five and forty hours, the director, in consultation with the
department, is responsible for determining what hour threshold will apply. Part-time
position excludes administrative intern.
RR "Part-time regular employee" means an employee employed in a part-time
regular position and, for part-time career service positions, is not serving a probationary
period. Under Section 550 of the charter, such part-time regular employees are members
of the career service.
SS. "Paft-time regular position" means a regular position in which the part-time
regular employee is employed for at least nine hundred ten hours but less than a full-time
basis in a calendar year in a work unit in which a thirty-five hour work week is standard
or for at least one thousand forty hours but less than a full-time basis in a calendar year
in a work unit in which a forty-hour work week is standard. Where the standard work
week falls between thirty-five and forty hours, the director, in consultation with the
department, is responsible for determining what hour threshold will apply.

TT. "Pay plan" means a systematic schedule of numbered pay ranges with
minimum, maximum and intermediate steps for each pay range, a schedule of
assignment of each classification to a numbered pay range and rules for administration.
UU. "Pay range" means one or more pay rates representing the minimum
maximum and intermediate steps assigned to a classification.

W. "Pay range adjustment" means the adjustment of the numbered pay range of
a classification to another numbered pay range in the schedule based on a classification
change, competitive pay data or other significant factors.

WW. "Personnel guidelines" means only those operational procedures
promulgated by the director necessary to implement personnel policies or requirements
previously stipulated by ordinance or the charter. Such personnel guidelines shall be
applicable only to employees assigned to executive departments and administrative
agencies,
XX. "Position" means a group of current duties and responsibilities assigned by
competent authority requiring the employment of one person.
YY. "Probationary employee" means an employee serving a probationary period
in a regular career service. Probationary employees are temporary employees and
excluded from career service under Section 550 of the charter.
ZZ. "Probationary period" means a period of time, as determined by the director,
for assessing whether an individual is qualified for a career service position to which the
employee has been newly appointed or has moved from another position, whether
through promotion, demotion or transfer, except as provided in K.C,C. 3.12.1A0.
rrp;6[ationary period
A,AA.
salary increase" means a within-range salary increase
from one step to the next highest step upon satisfactory completion of the probationary
period.
BBB. "Promotion" means the movement of an employee to a position in a
classification having a higher maximum salary.
CCC, "Provisional appointment" means an appointment made in the absence of
a list of candidates certified as qualified by the director. Only the director may authorize
a provisional appointment. An appointment to this status is limited to six months.
DDD. "Provisional employee" means an employee serving by provisional
appointment in a regular career service. Provisional employees are temporary
employees and excluded from career service under Section 550 of the charter.
EEE. "Qualifying event" means the birth of the employee's child, the employee's
adoption of a child or the fosterto-adopt placement of a child with the employee.
FFF. "Recruiting step" means the first step of the salary range allocated to a class
unless otherwise authorized by the executive.
GGG. "Regular position" means a position established in the county budget and
identified within a budgetary unit's authorized full time equivalent (FTE) level as set out in
the budget detail repod.
HHH. "Salary or pay rate" means an individual dollar amount that is one of the
steps in a pay range paid to an employee based on the classification of the position
occupied.
lll. "Section" means an agency's budget unit comprised of a particular project
program or line of business as described in the budget detail plan for the previous fiscal
period as attached to the adopted appropriation ordinance or as modified by the most
recent supplemental appropriations ordinance. This definition is not intended to create
an organization structure for any agency.
JJJ, "Serious health condition'' means an illness or injury, impairment or physical
or mental condition that involves one or more of the following:
1. An acute episode that requires more than three consecutive calendar days of
incapacity and either multiple treatments by a licensed health care provider or at least

one treatment plus follow-up care such as a course of prescription medication; and any
subsequent treatment or period of incapacity relating to the same condltion;
2. A chronic ailment continuing over an extended period of time that requires
periodic visits for treatment by a health care provider and that has the ability to cause
either continuous or intermittent episodes of incapacity;
3. ln-patient care in a hospital, hospice or residential medical care facility or
related out-patient follow-up care;
4. An ailment requiring multiple medical interventions or treatments by a health
care provider that, if riot provided, would likely result in a period of itrcapacity for nrore
than three consecutive calendar days;
5. A permanent or longterm ailmcnt for which treatment might not be effective
but that requires medical supervision by a health care provider; or
6. Any period of incapacity due to pregnancy or prenatal care.
KKK. "Short-term temporary employee" means a temporary employee who is
errrployed irr a short-terrrr temporary position.
III
"Short-term temporary positinn" means a type of position in which a
temporary employee works less than nine hundred ten hours in a calendar year in a work
unit in which a thirty-five-hour work week is standard or less than one thousand forty hours
in a calendar year in a work unit in which a forty-hour work week is standard. Where the
standard work week falls between thirty-five and forty hours, the director, in consultation
with the department, is responsible for determining what hour threshold will apply.
MMM. "Temporary employee" means an employee employed in a temporary
position and in addition, includes an employee serving a probationary period or under
provisional appointment. Under Section 550 of the charter, temporary employees shall
not be members of the career service.
NNN. "Temporary position" means a position that is not a regular position as
defined in this chapter and excludes administrative intern. Temporary positions include
both term-limited temporary and short-term temporary positions.
OOO. "Term-limited temporary employee" means a temporary employee who is
employed in a term-limited temporary position. Term-limited temporary employees are
not members of the career service. Term-limited temporary employees may not be
employed in term-limited temporary positions longer than three years beyond the date of
hire, except that for grant-funded projects capital improvement projects and information
systems technology projects the maximum period may be extended up to five years upon
approval of the director. The director shall maintain a current list of all term-limited
temporary employees by department.
PPP. "Term-limited temporary position" means a temporary position with work
related to a specific grant, capital improvement project, information systems technology
project or other nonroutine, substantial body of work, for a period greater than six months.
ln determining whether a body of work is appropriate for a term-limited temporary position,
the appointing authority will consider the following:
'1. Grant-funded projects: These positions will involve projects or activities that
are funded by special grants for a specific time or activity. These grants are not regularly
available to or their receipt predictable by the county;
2. lnformation systems technology projects: These positions will be needed to
plan and implement new information systems projects for the county. Term-limited
temporary positions may not be used for ongoing maintenance of systems that have been
implemented;
3. Capital improvement projects: These positions will involve the management
of rnajor capital improvement projects. Term-limited temporary positions may not be used
for ongoing management of buildings or facilities once they have been built,

4. Miscellaneous projects: Other significant and substantial bodies of work may
be appropriate for term-limited temporary positions. These bodies of work must be either
nonroutine projects for the deparlment or related to the initiation or cessation of a county
function, project or department;
Seasonal positions: These are positions with work for more than six
consecutive months, half-time or more, with total hours of at least nine hundred ten in a
calendar year in a work unit in which a thirty-five hour work week is standard or at least
one thousand forty hours in a calendar year in a work unit in which a forty hour work week
is standard, that due to the nature of the work have predictable periods of inactivity
exceeding one month. Where the standard work week falls between thirty-five and forty

5.

hours, the director, in consultation with the department, is responsible for determining
what hour threshold will apply; and
6. Temporary placement in regular positions: These are positions used to back
fill regular positions for six months or more due to a career service employee's absence
such as extended leave or assignment on any of the foregoing time-limited projects.
All appointments to term-limited temporary positions will be made by the appointing
authority in consultation with the director before the appointment of term-limited
temporary employees.
OQO. "Volunteer for the county" means an individual who performs service for the
county for civic, charitable or humanitarian reasons, without promise, expectation or
receipt of compensation from the county for services rendered and who is accepted as a
volunteer by the county, except emergency service worker volunteers as described by
chapter 38.52 RCW. A "volunteer for the county" may receive reasonable reimbursement
of expenses or an allowance for expenses actually incurred without losing status as a
volunteer. "Volunteerfor the county" includes, but is not limited to, a volunteer serving as
a board member, officer, commission member, volunteer intern or direct service
volunteer.

RRR. "Volunteer intern" means volunteers who are either:
1. Enrolled during the regular school year in a program of education, internship
or apprenticeship and receiving scholastic credit or scholastic recognition for participating
in the internship; or
Legal interns who have graduated from law school but have not yet been
admitted to the Washington State Bar Association.
SSS. "Washington state registered domestic partner" means persons who have

2.

met the requirements for a valid state-registered domestic partnership as established by
RCW 26.60.030 and who have been issued a certificate of state-registered domestic
partnership by the Secretary of State's office.
TTT. "Work study student" means a student enrolled or accepted for enrollment
at a post-secondary institution who, according to a system of need analysis approved by
the higher education coordinating board, demonstrates a financial inability, either
parental, familial or personal, to bear the total cost of education for any semester or
quafter. (Ord. 18799 S 14,2018. Ord. 18793 S 7,2018'. Ord. 1872T S1,2O1B: Ord.
1862'l S'1,20'17: Ord. 18618 S 73,2U17. Ord. 1U431 li 1,2016: Ord. 18408 g 1,2016:
Ord. 18197 $ 1,2Q15: Ord. 18191 5 2,2015'. Ord. 18028 g Z,?OiE: Ord. 17450 S A,
2012. Ord. 16962 S 3,2010: Ord. 16735 g 3,2009: Ord, 16640 S 2,2009: Ord. .16391
$ 18,2009: Ord.'16339 S 3,2008: Ord. 16054 S 1,2008: Ord. 14801 g 2,2003: Ord.
14233 S 1,2001: Ord. 13377 g 2, 1998: Ord. 12943 S 1,1997'. Ord. 12498 S 3, .1996;
Ord. 12014 S 5, 1995).

3.12.020 General provisions - conflicts of interest.
A. All employees shall hold their positions subject to the conditions stated in the
charter, this chapter, other applicable ordinances, and the personnel guidelines.

B. No employee may engage in any occupation or outside activity which is
inconrpatible witir the propet discharge of official county duties or which would inrpair
independence of judgment or action in the performance of such official duties. All
employees are specifically referred to the conflict of interest provisions contained in
K.C.C.3.04.
C. The employment of members of the same family or other close relatives of
employees shall not be limited except where required by business or job-related
necessity. For purposes of this section, "business or job-related necessity" includes those
circumstances where the county's actions are based upon a compelling and essential
need to avoid business or job-related conflicts of interest, or to avoid the reality or
appearance of improper influence or favor. For purposes of this section, "same family or
other close relatives" means the mother, father, child, sister, brother, wife, husband, aunt,
uncle, niece, nephew, grandparent, grandchild, in-laws, domestic partner, children of a
domestic partner and relatives of a domestic partner to the same extent such relatives
would be included itr tltis paragraph if tlie enrployee and tlre donrestic partrrer were
married. Nothing in this subsection shall be construed to prevent or impede the
advancement or promotion of any person employed by the county prior to January 1,
1996. (Ord. 12014 S 6, 1995).
3.12.030 Classes of employees, County employees shall either be members of
the career service or be exempt from the career service. (Ord. 9498 $ 3, 1990: Ord. 4324
s 7, 1979),
3.12.040 Benefits.

A. Full{ime regular,

paft-time regular, provisional, probationary and term-limited
temporary employees shall receive the comprehensive leave benefits provided in this
chapter. Short-term temporary employees and administrative interns do not receive
comprehensive leave benefits and are only eligible for the sick leave benefits outlined in
K.C.C. 3.12.220.
B, Full-time regular, part-time regular, provisional, probationary, term-limited
temporary employees and those employees who meet the definition of full time employee
under the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act of 20'10, as amended, and including
applicable regulations promulgated under the Patient Proteciion and Affordable Care Act
af 2010, as amended, and their spouses or Washington state registered domestic
partners, each of their dependent children and each of the dependent children of their
spouses or Washington state registered domestic partners shall be eligible for medical,
dental, life, disability and vision benefits, except in those instances where contrary
provisions have been agreed to in the collective bargaining process and to the extent
such benefits are available through insurers selected by the county. The director shall
establish specific provisions governing eligibility for these benefits as part of the personnel
guidelines and consistent with budget requirements. The provisions may include waiting
periods for employees newly-hired to the county.
C. Parl{ime and temporary employees, other than probationary, provisional and
term-limited temporary employees, who exceed the calendar year working hours threshold
defined in this chapter shall receive compensation in lieu of leave benefits at the rate of
fifteen percent of gross pay for all hours worked less the value of any sick leave benefits
provided under K.C.C. 3.12,220.A.2, paid retroactive to the first hour of employment and
for each hour worked thereafter. lf an employee has not previously received insured
benefits provided under K.C.C. 3.12.040.8, the employee shallalso receive a one-time only
payment in an amount equal to the direct cost of three months of insured benefits, as
determined by the director, and, in lieu of insured benefits, in an amount equal to the direct
cost to the county for each employee for whom insured benefits are provided, prorated to

reflect the affected employee's normal work week, for each hour worked thereafter, The
additional compensation shall continue until termination of employment or hire into a fulltime regular, part-time regular or term-limited position. Further, employees receiving pay
in lieu of insured benefits may elect to receive the medical component of the insured benefit
plan, with the cost to be deducted from their gross pay, but an employee who so elects
shall remain in the selected plan until: termination of employment; hire into a full-time
regular, part{ime regular or term-limited position; or service of an appropriate notice of
change or cancellation during the employee benefits annual open enrollment.
Paft{ime and temporary employees, other than probationary, provisional and termlimited temporary employees, who exceed the applicable threshold are also eligible for
cash in lieu of the bus pass benefit provided to regular employees. The value shall be
determined based on the average annual cost per employee as determined in the adopted
budget, prorated to an hourly equivalent based on the employee's normal work week, and
shall be paid retroactive to the first hour worked and for each hour worked thereafter until
termination of employment or hire into a full-time regular, part-time regular or term limited
position. (Ord. 18727 I2,2018. Ord. 18621 S 2,2017'. Ord. 17948 S 2,2014, Ord.
12943 $ 2, 1997. Ord. 12014 S 7, 1995),

3.12.042 Dependent care assistance benefit.
employees who are qualified to receive medical
benefits the opportunity to participate in a qualifying lnternal Revenue Code Sections 125
and 129 dependent care assistance program. The depaftment of human resources shall
incorporate the dependent care assistance program in its employee flexible benefit

A. The county shall otfer to those

program.

B. The costs of administering the dependent care assistance program shall be fully
borne by the county and existing and future employee benefits shall not be reduced as a
result of the cost of administering the program. Savings in county paid payroll taxes, if any,
resulting from this program shall accrue to the county.
C. Non-represented employees who are qualified to receive medical benefits shall
be offered the dependent care assistance program whether or not represented employee
groups choose to pafticipate in the program. (ord, 18793 S 8,2018: ord. 12014 S B, 1995).
3.12.044 Benefits eligibility for spouse/domestic paftner.
Employees who receive medical, dental, life and disability insurance, and vision
benefits shall designate their spouse, their domestic pafiner, their dependent children and
the dependent children of their spouse or domestic partner in an Affidavit of
Marriage/Domestic Partnership in order for such spouse, domestic partner and/or children
to receive such benefits, to the extent such benefits are available to them. The director
shall prescribe the form of the affidavit. ln the affidavit, the employee shall.
1. Attest to the following:
a. if married, that the employee is currently married to the individual identified by

A.

name on the affidavit, or

b. if pafticipating in a domestlc parlnership, that.
(1) the employee is currently in a domestic parlnership with the individual
identified by name on the affidavit;

(2) the employee

defined by this chapter, and

meets all the qualifications of a domestic partnership, as

(3) any prior domestic partnership in which the employee or the employee's
domestic partner participated with a third party was terminated at least ninety days prior to
the date of said affidavit or by the death of that third party, and if such prior domestic
partnership had been acknowledged pursuant to this chapter, that notice of the termination

of the prior domestic partnership, whether by death of the domestic pafiner or othenvise,
was provided to the county at least ninety days prior to the date of said affidavit;
2. Agree to notify the county if there is a change of the circumstances attested to
in the affidavit; and
3. Affirm, under penalty of law, that the assertions in the affidavit are true.
B. The employee shall provide the county with a notice of termination of marriage
or domestic partnership, on a form prescribed by the director, upon dissolution of a
marriage or termination of a domestic partnership, within thirty days of terminaiion of the
marriage or domestic padnership. A marriage shall be deemed terminated as provided
under state law. A domestic partnership shall be deemed terminated:
1. When the domestic partners no longer meet one or more of the qualifications of
a domestic paftnership, as defined by this chapter; or
2. Upon the death of a domestic partner.
C. All affidavits of marriageidomestic partnership, notices of termination of
marriage/domestic partnership, and any information contained in said affidavits submitted
to the countv shall be confidential and subject to disclosure only tlpon express written
authorization by the persons identified in the forms or if othenruise required by law. (Ord.
18618 574,2017: Ord. 12014 S 9, 1995).

3.12.050 Career service system. All career service employees shall be members
of the county career service mandated by Section 510 of the charter. The recruitment,
selection and promotion of such employees shall be competitive and shall be based on
merit. Career service employees shall have such rights, working conditions and benefits
as are specified by this chapter. (Ord. 12014 S 10, 1995).

3.12.060 Assumption of functions and personnel of another governmental
entity. lf the functions of another governmental entity are assumed by the county, and if
former employees of that entity become county employees, then the director shall
determine whether such employees will be members of or exempt from the career service.
ln makrng ihis determination, the director shall apply the standards contained in Section
550 of the charler. The status of each employee shall be equivalent to that which the
employee would have had, had the employee been a county employee during the term of
the former employment. Nothing in this section shall derogate from the county's power to

eliminate positions and lay off employees because of lack of work, lack of funds or
considerations of operationalefficiency. (Ord. 18618 S 75,2017: Ord. 12014 S 11, 1995).

3.12.080 Appointing authorities. Appointment of county employees within the
executive branch shall be accomplished by the executive, department directors and division
managers. ln all cases, the appointing authority shall have the power to remove. The
appointing authority shall be responsible for the merit evaluation of all employees under
that authority. (Ord. 4324 S 14,1979).

3.12.090 Selection procedure.
slrall establislr exatlitratirrtt selectiotr procedures for fillirrg existirrg
and anticipated vacant positions in the career service. Examinations may be open or
promotional, depending upon which will best serve the interests of the county.
B. All examinations for career service positions shall be competitive. (Ord. 12014 S

A. The director

12, 19e5).

3.12.100 Probationary period.

A. There shall be a probationary period during which time a probationary employee
shall be evaluated by the appointing authority to determine qualification for entry into the

career service. Except as othenlrise provided in this section, an individual's appointment,
promotion, demotion or transfer to a career service position is not final unless the employee

successfully completes the probationary period. The probationary period shall be
determined by the director, but shall be not less than six months or more than one year of
actual service, and shall be served by those employees who have been newly hired or
reemployed or have moved from another career service position, whether through
promotion, demotion or transfer except:
1. A furloughed employee's probationary period shall not be extended as a result
of a budgetary furlough; and
2. A career service employee who transfers to a position within the employee's
same classification, pay range and department or agency shall not be required to serve a

probationary period unless the director of the deparlment of human resources or its
successor or the director's designee makes a written finding, in advance of the transfer,
that the essential functions of the new position are substantially different from those of the
employee's previous position, taking into consideration. the specific duties of the position;
the work setting; the skills, training, and experience needed; the level of available support
and supervision; and any other factors the director or designee deems relevant.
B. A probationary employee may be separated from county service at any time
during the probationary period without right of appeal to the personnel board.
Notwithstanding any other provisions of this section, an employee who does not
successfully complete the probationary period in a position to which the employee had been
promoted or transferred may be restored to the employee's former position. Such
restoration is not mandatory, but is optional at the discretion of the former appointing
authority within the limits of available authorized positions. Such restoration shall include
restoration of the employee's former salary and all other benefits to which the employee
would have been entitled if the promotion ortransfer had not occurred. (Ord. 18793 S 9,
2018: Ord. 18618 $76,2017: Ord. 18028 S 3,2015: Ord. '16735 g 3,2009: Ord. 16339
$ 4,2008: Ord.12014 S 13, 1995).

3.12.110 Training.
lt shall be the policy of the county to provide, within budgeted appropriations,
training oppoftunities for employees. The objective of the training policy shall be guided
by, but not limited to, the overall objectives of encouraging and motivating employees to
improve their personal capabilities in performance of their assigned job duties.
B. The director shall be responsible for planning and executing an adequate training
program for employees.
C. The county shall pay for any training, certification or license, except for a driver's
license, that is required by the county for the employee's position. This includes necessary
release time for training that is preapproved by the employee's supervisor.
D. The county shall not reimburse employees for unauthorized training.
E. Employees wishing to complete educational programs may request a leave of
absencewithoutpayforthis purpose. (Ord. 18727 S 3,2018: Ord. 12014 S 14, 1995).

A.

3.12.'120 Working conditions.
contained in this chapter shall prevent, relieve or othenuise excuse any
county officer or employee from the performance of any duty imposed upon the officer or
employee by any other law of this county, or from the rendering of service at such times
and places as are necessary in order to properly perform the functions of the officer or
employee's office or employment.
B. Except as othenvise provided by ordinance, the official workday shall consist of
eight hours of work for all full-time regular and full-time probationary employees. The lunch
hour shall not be considered as pad of the workday. The official workday for other

A. Nothing

employees shall be determined by the director. ln the case of service reductions resulting
in a budgetary furlough, departments may reduce work hours or county offices rrray be
closed.

C. Except as othenruise provided by ordinance, the official workweek shall consist
of five working days for all full-time regular and full-time probationary employees. The
official workweek for other employees shall be determined by the director. ln the case of
service reductions resulting from a budgetary furlough, county offices may be closed,
resulting in the reduction of the workweek.
D. The county recognizes that there is an occasional need for an employee to return
to work outside of the employee's normal workday. The personnel guidelines shall contain
procedures relating to call duty.

E. The county recognizes a responsibility for action regarding on{he-job injuries.
The personnel gLridelines shall contain procedures relating to on-the-job injury.
F. A career service employee who accepts an appointment to an exempt position
cffective on or after January 1, 1996, and which position and appointment resulted from the
reorqanization of the executive branch as reflected in the creation of certain new positions
contained in Attachment A to Ordinance 12013* shall retain the employee's career service
status and rights while holding such exempt position and have the restoration rights set
forth in this section. This provision is not intended to provide the career service employee
with a right to the exempt position. But, such employee, if selected for the exempt position,
could be terminated from the position only for just cause.
G. A career service employee who accepts a transfer or promotion to an exempt
position before December 1,1979, shall, upon separation from the exempt position, be
allowed to re-enter career service at a position comparable in terms of responsibilities and
salary or wage (including normal cost-of-living increases) to the career service position
formerly held by the employee, A career service employee accepting such a transfer or
promotion on or after December 1, 1979, shall have such a right to restoration, but only if:
1. The right to restoration is exercised within four calendar years from the etfective
date of the transfer or promotion to an exempt position; and
2.a. the former appointing authority, at the appointing authority's discretion,
approves the restoration within the limits of available authorized positions; or
b. a different appointing authority, having jurisdiction over comparable authorized
positions, and at the different appointing authority's discretion, approves the restoration
within the limits of available authorized positions.
H. Matters involving wages and hours, including but not limited to minimum wage
and overtime compensation, shall be determined in accordance with applicable state and
federal laws and regulations.
l. Overtime work may be authorized by the depafiment director where necessary to
maintain or perform vital county services and shall be paid in accordance with appropriate
state and federal law.
J, lf a county agency or the benefits, payroll and retirement operations section of
the finance and business operations division has determined that an overpayment of wages
to a nonrepresented employee has occurred, the agency or the benefits, payroll and
retirernetrt operatiotrs sectiorr of tlre firratrce arrd busirress operatiurrs divisiorr strall provide
written notice to the nonrepresented employee consistent with state law,
K. The following adjudicative process is available, subject to subsection K.1 . though
12. of this section, after a decision regarding a nonrepresented employee's challenge to an
initial deternrination of an overpayment of wages:
1. A nonrepresented county employee who is dissatisfied with the decision
regarding the employee's challenge to the overpayment determination must submit to the
manager of the benefits, payroll and retirement operations section of the finance and

business operations division a written request for an adjudicative proceeding consistent
with RCW 49.48.210,
2. The request must comply with RCW 49.48.210;
3. A county agency's determination concerning an overpayment to a
nonrepresented employee shall be final if the nonrepresented employee fails to request an
adjudicative proceeding in the manner prescribed by RCW 49.48.210;
4. The manager of benefits, payroll and retirement operations section of the
finance and business operations division shall log the date and time of the request and
foruuard the request to the agency and to the manager of the finance and business
operations division, who shall be responsible for the adjudicative proceeding;
5. Within forty-five business days of receipt of the nonrepresented employee's
written request for an adjudicative hearing, the manager of the finance and business
operations division shall conduct an adjudicative hearing to review the decision regarding
the challenge to the overpayment determination and to determine the final amount of the
overpayment, if any, received by the nonrepresented employee. However, the manager of
the finance and business operations division may, under extenuating circumstances,
schedule the adjudicative hearing at a time that is more than forly-five days after the receipt
of the request for a hearing. The manager of the finance and business operations division
shall set the time and place of the hearing and give not less than fifteen business days
advance written notice to all parties; notice to the nonrepresented employee shall be by
certified mail, return receipt requested;
6. At the hearing, evidence may be presented by the nonrepresented employee,
the agency and the benefits, payroll and retirement operations section of the finance and
business operations division, but any documents must be provided to the other parties at
least five business days before the hearing;
7. lf the nonrepresented employee fails to attend or participate in the hearing, upon
a showing of valid service, the manager of the finance and business operations division
may enter an administrative order declaring the amount claimed, in the notice sent to the
employee after the employer's review of the employee's challenge to the overpayment
determination, to be assessed against the employee and subject to collection action by the
employer as provided in RCW 49.48.200:
B. Within thitly business days after the hearing, the manager of the finance and
business operations division shall issue an administrative order that determines the final
amount of the overpayment, if any, received by the nonrepresented employee. The
manager of the finance and business operations division shall send a copy of the
administrative order, by certified mail, return receipt requested, to the nonrepresented
employee at the employee's last known address, to the agency and to the manager of
benefits, payroll and retirement operations section of the finance and business operations
division; however, the manager of the finance and business operations division may, under
extenuating circumstances, issue an administrative order more than thirly days after the
hearing;
9. The administrative order issued by the manager of the finance and business
operations divisiott shall lre final;
10. Once a final administrative order determining the final overpayment amorrnl
owed by the nonrepresented employee has been entered, a payroll deduction to recover
the overpayment may begin as authorized by state law;
11. Nothing in this section precludes an agency or the benefits, payroll and
retirement operations section of the finance and business operations division from entering
into a voluntary agreement with a nonrepresented employee to repay any overpayment of
wages, consistent with state law; and
12. The manager of the finance and business operating division may be recused
from conducting an adjudicative hearing, at the manager's discretion, to avoid any real

conflict of interest. lf this occurs, the county administrative officer or designee shall assume
responsibility forthe hearing. (Ord. 18618 S 77,2017: Ord. 17895 g 1, 2014: Ord. 16735
$ 5,2009: Ord. 16339 S 5,2008: Ord. 12014 S 15, 1995).

*Available in the King County Archives.

3.12.123 Weapons. The council desires to continue the weapons policy
established by the Municipality of Metropolitan Seattle prior to assumption of metropolitan
functions on January 1, 1994, bythe county and continued bythe council during the 1994
- 1995 transition period. The council recognizes that employees in the Metro transit
depaftment interact daily with the public in providing public transportation services, are
expected to avoid any potentially volatile situation or confrontation, and are required to
contact the appropriate authority for assistance when necessary. ln conjunction with the
behavior expected of such employees, it is also the policy that the use, threatened use, or
posscssion of a wcapon concealed, licensed or otherwise, by such an employee while in
the performance of the employee's official duties or while on couniy property is strictly
prohibited and will result in termination. This policy does not apply to commissioned police
officers under contract with or employed by the county for investigatory, undercover or
enforcement reasons. (Ord.18777 512,2018: Ord. 18618 g 78,2017. Ord. 12014 g 34,
1

ees).

3.12.125 Change in work week
accruals.

-

adjustment to sick leave and vacation

A. Notwlthstanding any other provision of this chapter, in the event the number of
hours in the standard work week of a position occupied by a full-time regular employee,
part-time regular employee or, term-limited temporary employee is increased, the sick
leave and vacation leave accruals of such employee at the time of the increase shall be
adjusted upward so as to insure that the equivalent number of sick leave and vacation leave
days accrued does not change. For example, if the standard work week of such a position
is increased from thirty-five to forty hours, and if at the time of such change the employee
occupying the position had accrued seven hours of sick leave, the sick leave accrual of that
employee would be adjusted upward to eight hours. This section shall apply to all
employees eligible for comprehensive leave benefits occupying positions where the
standard work week of the position was increased on or after July 1, '1991. After such an
increase, such employees shall accrue vacation and sick leave in accordance with the
othenruise applicable provisions of K.C.C. chapter 3.12.
B. Separate accounts shall be maintained for any vacation or sick leave accrued
before an increase in the number of work-week hours. The "adjusted leave account" shall
be used for leave accrued before an increase in the number of work-week hours. The
"unadjusted leave account" shall be used for leave accrued subsequent to an increase in
the number of work-week hours. Leave in the adjusted leave account shall be used first.
C. ln the event the number of work-week hours is reduced for any employee whose
vacation and sick leave accruals have been adjusted upward under the terms of this
sectlon, tlre renrainitrg lrours irr tlie adjusted leave account slrall lie reduced in the same
proportion as the work-week hours are reduced. Under no circumstances shall the
adjusted leave account be reduced by a greater propotlion than the proporlion of the
previous upward ad.lustment, Any leave accrued in the unadjusted leave aecount shall not
be affected by this reduction.
D. No adjustment to reduce sick leave or vacation accruals for a furloughed
employee shall be made as a resultof a budgetaryfurlough. (Ord. 18621S 3,2017: Ord.
16735$6,2009: Ord. 16339S6,2008: Ord. 12943S3, 1997: Ord.12077 S3, 1995).

3.12.130 Salary ordinance. The executive shall prepare and submit a
recommended salary ordinance to the council, which shall adopt a salary ordinance. The
salary ordinance shall establish a standardized salary schedule for all classifications,
excluding classifications for temporary employees other than provisional employees and
probationary employees, part{ime employees, administrative interns, elected officials and
employees of the council. (Ord. 12014 S 16, 1995).

3.12.140 Cost-of-living increase. Cost-of-living increases as passed by

the

council annually for county employees shall include elected officials whose salaries are not
set by the state. (Ord. 4324 S 38, 1979).

3.12.150 Compensation other than salary and wages. Compensation may
include items other than salary and wages, including but not limited to rent subsidized
housing, utility costs, meals at reduced rates. (Ord.4324 S 37, 1979).

3.12.160 Unemployment compensation. All services performed for the county
by county employees subsequent to December 31, 1977, shall be deemed to be services
in employment subject to the provisions of the State Unemployment Compensation Law,
RCW Title 50, as amended. The unemployment compensation program of the county shall
be administered, with respect to such services in employment, in accordance with the
mandatory provisions of RCW Title 50, as amended. ln the event that the mandatory
coverage feature of state law ceases, through judicial decision or otherurise, to be in
compliance with valid and constitutional federal law, the county may legislate a self-insured
form of unemployment compensation. (Ord. 4324 S 34, 1979).
3.12.170 Equal pay for equal work-policy--findings. lt is the general policy of
the county that compensation for all county employees shall be equitably provided on the
basis of equal pay for equal work consistent with state and federal law. The council finds
that federal, state and local laws against discrimination provide adequate and appropriate
remedies for any pay that is unequal on the basis of unlaMul discrimination. Consistent
with state and federal law, the equal pay policy in this section is intended to set forth general
county policy for equitable pay in county government. Pay for represented employees is
determined in accordance with the collective bargaining procedures established by law.
This section shall not affect the collective bargaining position of the exclusive bargaining
representatives of any employee or of the county. This general equal pay policy does not
constitute an express or implied contract; it is a general statement of county policy that
cannotform the basis of a private rightof action. (Ord. 14801 $ 1,2003: Ord. 12014517,
l ees).
3.12.180 Equality of county employment - reporting requirements.

A.

For purposes of this section:

1.

"County work force" means persons employed by King County executive

departments;

?.

"Job group" means a grouping of jobs as defined by the United States

Depaftment of Labor;

3.

''Labor force availability rate" means the percentage of persons of color or
women with requisite job skills in King County as reported by the United States Census
Bureau;

4.

"Persons of color" means persons in each of the following groups: Blacks;
Hispanics; Asian/Pacific lslanders; and Native Americans; and
5. "Placement goal" shall equal the labor force availability rate.

B. The county is an equal oppoftunity employer and shall carry out federal, state
attd local laws and regulations prohibiting discrimination in employment on the basis of
race, color, religion, religious atfiliation, creed, national origin, ancestry, sex, sexual
orientation, gender identity or expression, age (except by minimum age and retirement
provisions), marital status, honorably discharged veteran or military status, or the presence
of a sensory, mental or physical disability. Further, it is the intent of the county to ensure
that employment is based on the principle of equal opporlunity and that such a principle
shall be implemented in all county personnel-related actions including, but not limited to,
recruitment, hiring, testing, training, promotion, compensation, transfer and all other terms
and conditions of employment in all job classifications.
C. ln order to comply with federal contracting requirements and to ensure equal
opportunity for all persons, all county departments shall establish and maintain an
effecttve equal employment opportunity affirmative action plan, as adopted by the council
by ordinance. Such an equal employment opportunity affirmative action plan shall
pronrote the objectives of public policy set fottlr irr applicaLrle lederal and state laws
relating to nondiscrimination, equal employment opportunity, affirmative ar:tinn and civil
rights. Specifically, the plan shall promote the objectives of the State Law Against
Discrimination, chapter 49.60 RCW (applicable parts), and provisions of the Washington
Administrative Code adopted thereunder. As parl of the county's equal employment
opportunity affirmative action plan, the executive shall submit by June 1 of every fourth
year, commencing with 2018, a proposed ordinance for the approval of an equal
employment opportunity affirmative action plan pertaining to executive county
departments and agencies to be approved, or modified, by the council by ordinance, or
rejected by the council, by January 1 following the plan's submittal to council. The equal
employment opportunity affirmative action plan shall include:
1. lnformation related to county work force statistics, which shall include:
a. a comparison of labor force availability for women and persons of color to the
county's actual labor force for women and persons of color as a summary across all
departments. The plan shall also compare labor force availability for women and persons
of color to the county's actual labor force for women and persons of color by departments
and job group. The plan shall also summarize the percentage of total goal setting areas
which meet or exceed the labor force availability rate;
b. a summary of the county work force by job group and by race and gender;
c. a discussion of the methodology by which the labor force availability and
county work force data is developed and a listing of the county job classifications that are
included in each job group;
d. the total number of persons with disabilities in each job group within the
county work force and the total number of persons with disabilities by department
voluntarily reported by individuals for equal employment opportunity affirmative action
purposes. The plan shall include the number of positions for which an accommodation is
currently in effect;
e. the total number and percentage of employees by salary range and by race
and gender. Salary ranges shall be repofted in a manner consistent with the equal
employment opportunity data reported by the United States Census Bureau. The plan
shall include data reported by the United States Census bureau on the total number and
percentage of the labor force working in King County by salary range and by race and
gender;
f. an analysis by race and genderof the positionsfilled by promotion during the
plan
period. For the purposes of this subsection, "promotions" means those
prior
instances in which an individual advances in salary level because the individual changed
to a position with a higher pay range assignment:

g. a summary by year for the prior plan period on executive branch
discrimination complaints by basis of complaint and complaint status. The summary shall
also include data by department on the number of complaints filed by complaint type and
the number of people filing complaints; and
h. historical data on the county work force by race and gender. Historical data
before 2014 is required only to the extent it is readily available;
2. Placement goals for the plan period. For those job groups within departments
where the actual number of women and persons of color employed is less than projected
by labor force availability, a placement goal by race and gender shall be established for
the entire plan period, A placement goal shall equal the labor force availability rate.
Placement goals are used to measure progress toward achieving equal employment
opportunity. Placement goals may not be quotas, which must be met, nor do they create
set-asides for specific groups. Placement goals may not be used to supersede merit
selection principles. Further, existence of a placement goals does not constitute evidence
of discrimination. lf a placement goal has been established, the plan shall identify the
labor force availability rate;
3. lmplementation plans for departments. Each implementation plan shall:
a. identify the activities proposed each year during the plan period to meet the
department's placement goals. The plan shall discuss how the proposed activities will
help the department achieve its placement goals;
b. identify the activities proposed during the plan period by year to recruit, retain
promote
and
women and persons of color in the work force; and
c. identify the specific activities during the plan period, by year, that each
department will undertake to increase its hiring, retention and promotion of persons with
disabilities; and
4. A summary of the results of the prior equal employment opportunity affirmative
action plan, which shall include:
a. A description of the progress of each department in completing the activities
listed in subsection C.3. a. through c. of this section proposed in the previous
implementation plan. The outcomes of each activity shall be reported. The deparlment
of human resources shall provide an evaluation of the effectiveness of each department's
implementation activities during the plan period;
b. the status of each placement goal established in the prior equal employment
opportunity affirmative action plan. For each identified placement goal, the status report
shall report the:
(1) laborforce availability rate;
(2) total number of positions filled for the corresponding job group within a
department;
(3) of the total number reported under subsection C.4.b.(2) of this section, the
number of positions that were filled by each race and gender category, and
(4) an actual hiring rate for each race and gender category calculated by
dividing the number of positions filled by the number of positions filled by each race and
gettder r:ategury; arrd
c, a separate listing of tho,se placement goals for the plan period that were not
achieved. Placement goals are considered not achieved when the actual hiring rate is
less than the availability rate for the overall plan period. For each placement goal not
achieved, the plan shall provide an analysis of why the goals were not met including
whether the planned implementation activities were completed. Placement goals shall
only be considered not achieved in those instances in which the total number of hires is
large enough such that it is statistically reasonable to expect under conditions of equal
employment opportunity that the number of hires by race and gender will reflect work
force availability.

D. A progress report on each year's placement goals and implementation plans
slrall be delivered to tlre courrcil antrually on June '1. Eleven copies of the report shall be
filed with the clerk of the council, for distribution to all councilmembers. For each category
where a placement goal is established, the following shall be reported:
1. Labor force availability rates as proposed in the equal employment opportunity
affirmative action plan by department, job group, race and gender;
2. Dala by department and job group of the total number of positions filled;
3. For each department and job group, the number of positions that were filled
by each race and gender category;
4. For each department and job group, the percentage of positions that were
filled by each race and gender category;
5. A separate listing of placement goals not achieved. Placement goals are
considered not achieved when the availability rates are greater than the hiring rates.
Placement goals shall only be considered not achieved in those instances in which the
total nunrber of hires is large enough such that it is statistically reasonable to expect under
candition$ of equal employment opportunity that the number of hires by race and gender
will reflect work force availability;
6. Beginning in the second year, cumulative data for the plan period for the
information required under subsection D. 1. through 5. of this section; and
7. The status of each activity proposed in each department's implementation plan
as required by subsection C.3. a. through c. of this section. The progress report shall
include updates to the implementation plans in order that the plans consist of more than
repeating the same activities which have previously produced inadequate results.
E. The executive shall submit a proposed ordinance approving a new four-year
equal employment oppodunity affirmative action plan to the council within twelve months
of the publication of the appropriate data from the ten-year United States census. (Ord.
18793 $'10,20'18: Ord. 18635 S 15,2017: Ord. 17631S 1,2013: Ord. 15777 $ 1,2007:
ard. 12014 S 18, 19e5).
3.12.184 Ruth Woo emerging leaders fellowship.
Ruth Woo emerging leaders fellowship is hereby created. The fellowship
shall be a paid, full{ime, term-limited temporary position and shall be awarded to a
person who has demonstrated a commitment to public service. Prioriiy in selection will
be given to economically disadvantaged college graduates from backgrounds that have
historically lacked equitable access to education, employment, and professional
development opportunities. There shall be at least five fellows at a time in county
employment, who shall serve for a term of one year.
B. The fellow shall be an employee of the department of human resources. The
fellow shall be assigned to work in various county agencies for periods of three to four
months at a time with the written approval of the presiding elected official or designee of
such agency. The assignments shall include periods with the council and with
executive branch agencies. While assigned to an agency the fellow shall be subject to
the administrative supervision of that agency.
C. The Ruth Woo lellow slrall have tlte followitrg respottsibilities:
1. Assignments may include following a piece of legislation through the
legislative process, preparing briefings, correspondence or other documents,
communicating with constituents and other county depaftments, assisting in outreach
and executive branch policy admjnistration;
2. The work in the branches and departments shall include:
a. working on projects related to each branch or department and seeing them
to completion;

A. The

b. experiencing buy directly working on how policies are developed and
implemented and how they relate to the communities served by the county;
c. participating in internship orientations, workshops and policy exercises; and
d. maintaining professional, nonpartisan conduct.
D. Each agency shall reimburse the department of human resources for the cost
of the fellow for the period assigned to the agency.
E. Annually, a committee to review applicants for the fellowship shall be formed,
composed of members appointed by the executive and the chair of the council. The
committee shall recommend to the department of human resources criteria for the
selection of applicants, shall screen, interview and score the applicants and shall
recommend to the department of human resources appointment of the fellow. (Ord.
18839 S'1, 2018. Ord. 18793 S 11, 2018: Ord. 1BS72S 1, 2017).
3.12.187 Apprenticeship training program.
The King County council finds as a fact that minorities, women and disabled
persons are underrepresented in the construction trades. The council also finds as a fact
that a major reason for the underrepresentation of minorities, women and disabled
persons in the construction trades is the lack of opportunity for those persons to serve
apprenticeships in state-approved apprenticeship programs designed to have them earn
the hours necessary to reach journey-level status. Further, the council finds that the
traditional methods for persons to find opporlunities as apprentices in the construction
trades serve as a barrier to minorities, women and disabled persons. Therefore, the
council finds that the temporary employment of these individuals as construction trade
apprentices enrolled in state-approved apprenticeship programs will serve to benefit the
public by assisting minority, women and disabled persons gain entry to the construction
trades by their earning a portion of the hours needed to reach the journey level while
placed with King County.
B. Notwithstanding any King County ordinance to the contrary, persons who are
enrolled in state approved apprenticeship programs and are employed by King County to
earn hours to complete such apprenticeship programs, shall be classified as temporary
employees, Such person shall be entitled to only such rights, working conditions and
benefits as are granted by ordinance to other temporary employees of King County.
C. All persons who are enrolled in state approved apprenticeship programs and
who are employed by King County to earn hours towards completing such programs shall,
prior to becoming a temporary employee of King County, sign a sworn statement, in
substantially the same form contained in Attachment A to Ordinance 1114g- and
indicating an understanding as to the temporary nature of the employment, the absence
of career service rights and entitlements, the right of the county to terminate employment
at any time without just cause, the absence of appeal rights for any action pertaining to
appointment, promotion, suspension, discipline, reduction in pay or rank, removal and the
absence of the right to grieve under any collective bargaining agreement, and recognition
and understanding that upon termination of temporary employment no right exists to any
career service or other positiotr witlr l(irrg Courrty.
It shall be the responsibility of the department of human resources to retain the
originals of such sworn statements.
D. lf any provision of this section or its application to any person or circumstance
is held invalid, the remainder of the section or the application of the provision to other
persons or circumstances is not affected. (ord. 18793 S 12,2018: ord. 11149 '1-4,
S

A.

1

ee3).

nAvailable in the King County Archives.

3.12.188 Transit passes.
Employees eligible for comprehensive leave benefits under this chapter,
administrative interns, volunteer interns, work study students, AmeriCorps members and
eligible department of transportation or Metro transit department retirees shall be issued
a transit pass entitling the holder to ride without payment of fare on public transportation
services operated by or under the authority of the county. ln addition, those employees
shall be entitled to use the transit pass to ride without payment of fare on public
transportation services operated by or under the authority of Pierce Transit, Kitsap
Transit, Sound Transit, Everett Transit and Community Transit, subject to agreements
with such agencies as may be entered into by the executive. Use of transit passes shall
be restricted to such employees, administrative interns, volunteer interns, work study
students, AmeriCorps members and department of transportation or Metro transit
department retirees and any unauthorized use shall, at a minimum, result in forfeiture of
the passes With the exception of administrative interns, volunteer interns, work study
students and ArnerlCorps rlnernbers, employees not eligible for comprehensive leave
benefits under this chapter shall not receive transit passes or any transit pass subsidy.
B. The executive shall cause an appropriate survey to be conducted biennially of
the use of public transportation services by county employees and volunteer interns.
Based on the results of the survey, the projected usage of public transportation services
by county employees, the county's commute trip reduction objectives and other factors
determined appropriate by the executive, the executive shall recommend in the annual
budget an amount to be paid to the public transportation operating account for transit
passes. The amount recommended by the executive shall not include any payment for
transit passes for commissioned police officers, eligible department of transportation or
Metro transit department retirees and employees whose positions are determined by the
director of the Metro transit department to be dedicated exclusively to the public
transportation function. The final amount to be transferred to the public transportation
operating account for transit passes shall be determined by the council as part of the
annual budget and appropriation process consistent with the requirements of the King
County Charter and applicable state law.
C. For purposes of this section, "eligible department of transporlation or Metro
transit department retiree" means an employee eligible for comprehensive leave under
this chapter who:
1. Separates from employment with the county before January 1, 2019, while
holding a position in the department of transportation determined by the director of the
department of transportation to be dedicated exclusively to the public transportation
function or separates from employment with the county on or after January 1 ,2019, while
holding a position in the Metro transit department determined by the director of the Metro
transit department to be dedicated exclusively to the public transportation function, and
2. On the date of the separation is eligible to receive benefits from a retirement
system established pursuantto state law. (Ord. 18777 S 13,2018: Ord, 18621 54,2017'.
Ord. 18197 S ?-,2015', Ord. 17398 S 1,2012, Ord, 17197 S 1,2Q11, Ord. 16054 S 2,
2008: Ord. 12933 $ 2, 1997: Ord.'12077 5 6, 1995: Ord. 12014 S 36, 1995).

A.

3.12.190 Vacation leave.
Employees eligible for comprehensive leave hrenefiis shall accrue vacation
leave benefits as described in and further ualified b this section
Approximate Davs/Year
Hourly Accrual Rate
Months of Service
12.01200
0.04620
0
'15.00200
0.05770
60
16 01600
0.06160
96

A.

120

0.07700
20,02000
0,08080
21.00800
0 08470
22.02200
0.08850
23.01000
0.09240
24.02400
0.09620
25.01200
0 10010
26.02600
0 '10390
27.01400
0 10780
28,02800
0.11160
29.01600
0.1 I 540
30.00400
B. Vaca tion accrual rates for an employee who works other than the full time
schedule standard to the employee's work unit shall be prorated to reflect the employee's
normally scheduled work week. No adjustment to vacation accrual rates for a furloughed
employee shall be made as a result of a budgetary furlough.
C. Employees eligible for vacation leave shall accrue vacation leave from their
date of hire into a benefit eligible position.
D.1. Employees hired before December 31,2017, who are eligible for vacation
leave may accrue up to four hundred eighty hours of vacation leave, prorated to reflect
their normally scheduled work schedule.
2. Employees hired January 1, 2018, or thereafter, who are eligible for vacation
leave may accrue up to three hundred twenty hours of vacation leave, prorated to reflect
their normally scheduled work schedule.
3. All employees shall use vacation leave beyond the employee's maximum
accrual amount before December 31 of each year. Failure to use vacation leave beyond
the employee's maximum accrual amount shall result in forfeiture of the vacation leave
beyond the employee's maximum accrual amount unless the appointing authority has
approved a carryover of the vacation leave because of cyclical workloads, work
assignments or other reasons as may be in the best interests of the county.
E. Employees eligible for comprehensive leave benefits may use vacation leave
hours in the pay period after they are accrued. Employees who leave county employment
before successfully completing their first six months of county service shall forfeit their
vacation leave hours and are excluded from the payout provisions in this section.
F. A furloughed employee shall not be eligible to take or be paid for vacation in
lieu of taking a budgetary furlough day.
G. ln lieu of the remuneration for fifty percent of unused accrued vacation leave
at retirement, the director may, with equivalent funds and in accordance with the
procedures in K.C.C. 3.12.220.G.2,b, provide eligible employees with a voluntary
employee beneficiary association plan that provides for reimbursement of retiree and
other qualifying medical expenses.
H. An employee who is eligible for comprehensive leave benefits shall be paid for
accrued vacation leave to the employee's date of separation up to the employee's
maximum accrual amount if the employee has successfully completed the employee's
first six months of county service and is in good standrng. txcept with the written approval
of the executive, the position, if vacated by a nonrepresented employee, shall not be filled
until salary savings for the position are accumulated in an amount sufficient to pay the
cost of the cash out. Payment shall be the accrued vacation leave multiplied by the
employee's rate of pay in effect upon the date of leaving county employment less
mandatory with holdin gs.
l. Employees shall not work for compensation for the county in any capacity during
the time that the employees are on vacation leave,
192
204
216
228
240
252
264
276
288
300

J.

For employees covered by the ovedime requirements of the Fair Labor
Standards Act, vacation leave may be used in fifteen-minute increments, at the discretion
of the appointing authority.
K. ln cases of separation from county employment by death of an employee with
accrued vacation leave and who has successfully completed the employee's first six
months of county service, payment of unused vacation leave up to the employee's
maximum accrual amount shall be made to the employee's estate, or, in applicable
cases, as provided for by state law, Title 11 RCW. Except with the written approval of
the executive, the position, if vacated by a nonrepresented employee, shall not be filled
until salary savings for the position are accumulated in an amount sufficient to pay the
cost of the cashout.
L. lf an employee resigns from a full{ime regular or part-time regular position with
the county in good standing or is laid off and subsequently returns to county employment
within two years from the resignation or layoff, as applicable, the employee's prior county
service shall be counted in determining the vacation leave accrual rate under subsection
A,of thissection. (Ord. 1872754,2Q18: Ord. 18621$5,20'17: Ord. 18618579,?Q17'
Ord. 16735 S 7,2009'. Ord. 16592 S 1,2009: Ord. 16339 S 7,2008 Ord. 12943 S 4,
1997: Ord. 12422 $ 1, '1996: Ord. 12014 S 19, 1995).

3.12.200 Leave - examinations. Employees eligible for comprehensive leave
benefits shall be entitled to necessary iime off with pay for the purpose of taking county
qualifying or promotional examinations. This shall include time required to complete any
required interviews. (Ord. 18621 S 6,2017: Ord. 12943 $ 5, 1997: Ord. 12077 S4, 1995).
3.12.210 Leave - bereavement.
Employees eligible for comprehensive leave benefits shall be entitled to up to
five working days, with a maximum of forty hours, of bereavement leave for each death
of the following family members: the employee's spouse or domestic partner; the parent,
grandparent, child, son or daughter-in-law, grandchild or sibling of the employee, the

A.

employee's spouse or the employee's domestic partner, or the employee's legal guardian,

ward or any person whom the employee has legal custody. Part-time employees'
bereavement leave benefits shall be prorated to reflect their work week.
B. A furloughed employee shall not be eligible to take or be paid for bereavement
leave in lieu of taking a budgetary furlough day.
C, Employees who are not eligible for comprehensive leave benefits may be
granted leave without pay or be allowed to use compensatory time, if available, for
bereavement leave.
D. ln the application of any of subsections A., B. and C. of this section, holidays
or regular days off falling within the prescribed period of absence shall not be charged.
E. Any additional paid leave, including sick leave, may be approved by mutual
agreement between the county and the employee. (Ord. 18727 S 5,2018: Ord. 18621 S
7 ,2017: Ord. 16735 $ 8, 2009: Ord, '16339 S 8, 2008: Qrd. 12943 S 6, 1997: Qrd, 12052
s 1, 1 ees).

3.12.215 Leave - organ donors,
A.1. The appointing authority shall allow an employee eligible for comprehensive
leave benefits who is voluntarily participating as a donor in a life-giving or life-saving
procedure such as, but not limited to, a bone marrow transplant, kidney transplant or
blood transfusion to take five days paid leave without having the leave charged to family
leave, sick leave, vacation leave or leave of absence without pay, but only if the employee:
a. gives the appointing authority reasonable advance notice of the need to
take time off from work for the donation of bone marrow, a kidney or other organs or

tissue where there is a reasonable expectation that the employee's failure to donate
may result in serious illness, injury, pain or the eventual death of the identified recipient;
and

b. provides written proof from an accredited medical institution, organization or
individual as to the need for the employee to donate bone marrow, a kidney or other
organs or tissue or to participate in any other medical procedure where the participation
of the donor is unique or critical to a successful outcome.
2. A furloughed employee shall not be eligible to take or be paid for an organ
donor leave in lieu of taking a budgetary furlough day.
B. Time off from work for the purposes set out above in excess of five working
days shall be subject to existing leave policies in this chapter or in any applicable
collective bargaining agreement. (Ord. 18621 S 8,2017. Ord, 16735 S 9, 2009: Ord.
16339 $ 9, 2008: Ord. 12014 S 20, 1995).
3.12.218 Leave - smallpox vaccinations.

A. Any employee who is immunized for smallpox

and who subsequently misses
work for medical reasons related to the smallpox immunization shall be granied paid leave

without having such charged to vacation or sick leave for the period the employee is
unable to work due to medical complications from the immunization. Paid leave shall be
granted if:
1. The employee is a member of one or more categories of individuals covered
by a declaration by the United States Secretary of Health and Human Services specifying
the administration of smallpox couniermeasures.
2. The employee has been authorized by the county to receive the immunization
in order to participate in the county's response under Section 304 of the Homeland
Security Act.

B. Any paft of the leave that is covered by worker's compensation time loss shall
be paid from that fund. lf the amount of worker's compensation time loss payment is less
than the employee's regular net pay, the county will supplement the time loss payment
up to the level needed to equal the employee's regular net pay.

C. A furloughed employee shall not be eligible to take or be paid for smallpox
vaccination leave in lieu of taking a budgetary furlough day. However, any part of the
leave that is covered by worker's compensation time loss shall be paid from that fund.
(Ord. 16735 S 10,2009: Ord. 16339 S 10,2008. Ord, 14591 S 2,2003).
3.12,2'19 Parental leave program.
for comprehensive leave benefits who have been employed
with the county for at least six months of continuous service at the time of a birth, adoption
or foster-to-adopt placement of a child, and are either nonrepresented or represented by
a union that has signed a paid parental leave memorandum of agreement with the county,
are eligible for up to twelve weeks of paid parental leave.
B. lf both parents work for King County, then each employee is entitled to up to
twelve weeks of paid parerrlal leave.
C, An employee's supplemental paid parental leave henefit shall be calculated
based on the employee's accrued paid leave balances atthe time of the qualifying event.
The employee shall receive the equivalent of the employee's full salary for up to a total of
iwelve weeks, when combined with the employee's accrued leaves, except for one week
of sick leave and one week of vacation leave, or the equivalent for benefit time off. For
example, if an employee has two weeks of accrued vacation and three weeks of accrued
sick leave at the time of the qualifying event, the employee shall be granted nine weeks
of supplemental paid leave, bringing the total available paid parental leave to twelve

A, Employees eligible

weeks.

D. An employee may use supplemental paid leave and accrued paid leave in any
order and is not required to use any of the accrued paid leave as paid parental leave.
E. An employee on paid parental leave shall be compensated at the employee's
base pay rate.
F. An employee should provide notice to the designated representative of the
employee's department that the employee intends to participate in the program. The
notice should meet the notice requirements for taking family and medical leave under
federal law.
G. Paid parental leave must begin and end within twelve months after the
qualifying event.
H, The employee and the employee's supervisor shall agree upon a schedule for
taking paid parental leave that is consistent with the county's operational needs. An
employee may use the paid parental lcave on a part-time or intermittent basis as long as
it is consistent with the county's operational needs and is approved in writing by the
supervisor before the leave begins.
l. Paid parental leave shall rLrn conclrrrently with King Cot.tnty family and mndical
leave, as well as federal and state family and medical leave, to the extent permitted by
law.

J. During the time that an employee is on leave in the program, the employee's
job shall be protected to the same extent that an employee's job is protected while the
employee is on family or medical leave under federal or state law. No retaliatory action
may be taken against an employee for pafticipating or planning to participate in the
program or for exercising the employee's rights under this ordinance. ln particular,
permission to use accrued paid leave shall not be denied or delayed on the basis that the
employee intends to participate in the program. This is a general statement of county
policy that cannot form the basis of a private right of action.
K. Taking leave under the paid parental leave program shall not affect an
employee's health benefits or an employee's accrual of paid leave, which shall continue
during the period of paid parental leave.
L. Employees shall not be compensated in any manner for not using the
supplemental paid parental leave.
M. An employee who does not return to work for at least six months of continuous
service following the paid parental leave, shall be required to reimburse King County for
the supplemental paid parental leave funds received. (Ord. 18727 S 6, 2018: Ord. 18621
'18408 S 2, 2016).
S 9, 2017: Ord.
3.'12.220 Sick leave and time off for medical and family reasons.
A.1. Except for employees covered by subsection A.3, of this section, employees
eligible for comprehensive leave shall accrue sick leave benefits at the rate of 0.046'16
hours for each hour in pay status exclusive of overtime up to a maximum of eight hours
per month; except that if an hourly employee works in excess of seventy-four hours in
one week, the employee shall accrue sick leave at the rate of 0,025 hours for each hour
worked in excess of seventy-four. No adjustment to reduce sick leave accruals for
turloughed employee shall be made as a result of a budgetary furlough.
2. Shortterm temporary employees and administrative interns shall accrue sick
leave at the rate of 0.025 hottrs for each hour in pay status.
3. Employees who are members of the Law Enforcement Officers and
Firefighters (LEOFF) 1 retirement system and short-term'temporary employees who are
employed in social service programs designed to help youth gain basic work training
skills, such as Work Experience (WEX) participants and Division of Youth Services (DYS)
youth employment workers, shall not accrue sick leave,
B. Employees are entitled to use sick leave after it is accrued.

C.

For employees covered by the overtime requirements of the Fair Labor

Standards Act, sick leave may be used in fifteen-minute increments.

D. There shall be no limit to the number of sick leave hours accrued and carried
over to the following year by employees eligible for comprehensive leave benefits. Shortterm temporary employees and administrative interns may carry over forly hours of
unused sick leave to the following year, all other unused accrued sick leave shall be
forfeited.

E.

For employees covered by the overtime requirements of the Fair Labor

Standards Act, sick leave may be used in fifteen-minute increments.

F.1. Separation from or termination of county employment except by reason of
retirement or layoff due to lack of work, funds, efficiency reasons or separation for medical
reasons, shall cancel all sick leave accrued to employees eligible for comprehensive
leave benefits as of the date of separation or termination.
2. Separation from, retirement from or terminatron of county employment shall
cancel all sick leave accrued to short-term temporary employees and administrative
interns as of the date of the separation, retirement or termination.
3. Should an employee return to county employment within two years, accrued
sick leave shall be restored. lf a retiree is rehired, that employee is not entitled to have
any sick leave restored.
G.1. Except for short-term temporary employees, administrative interns, and
employees covered by the Law Enforcement Officers and Firefighters (LEOFF) 1
retirement system, employees eligible to accrue sick leave who have successfully
completed at least five years of county service and who retire as a result of length of
service or who terminate by reason of death shall be paid, or their estates paid or as
provided for by Title 11 RCW, as applicable, an amount equal to thirly-five percent of
their unused, accumulated sick leave multiplied by the employee's rate of pay in effect
upon the date of leaving county employment less mandatory withholdings. This
provision is predicated on the requirement that, except with the written approval of the
executive, the position, if vacated by a nonrepresented employee, shall not be filled until
salary savings for the position are accumulated in an amount sufficient to pay the cost of
the cash out. Forthe purposes of this subsection G.1,, "retire as a result of length of
service" means an employee is eligible, applies for and begins drawing a pension from
the Law Enforcement Officers and Firefighters (LEOFF), Public Employees' Retirement
System (PERS), Public Safety Employees' Retirement System (PSERS) or the city of
Seattle Retirement Plan immediately upon terminating county employment.
2.a. ln lieu of the remuneration for unused sick leave at retirement, the director
may, with equivalent funds, provide eligible employees with a voluntary employee
beneficiary association plan that provides for reimbursement of retiree and other
qualifying medical expenses. Under K.C.C. 3.12.190.G., in lieu of the remuneration for
fifty percent of unused vacation leave at retirement, the director may also fund the
voluntary employee beneficiary association plan.
b. The director shall adopt procedures for the implementation of all voluntary
employee beneficiary associatlon plans. At a mlnlrnum, the procedures shall provide that:
(1) each grolrp of employees hold an election to decide whetherto implement
a voluntary employee beneficiary association plan for a defined group of employees. The
determination of the majority of voting employees in a group shall bind the remainder.
Elections for represented employees shall be conducted by the appropriate bargaining
representative. Elections for nonrepresented employees shall be conducted in
accordance with procedures established by the director;
(2) the director has discretion to determine the scope of employee groups
voting on whether io adopt a voluntary employee beneficiary association plan. The

director shall consult with bargaining representatives and elected officials in determining
the scope of voting groups;
(3) any voluntary employee beneficiary association plan implemented in
accordance with this subsection G.2. complies with federal tax law. Disbursements in
accordance with this subsection G.2. shall be exempt from withholdings, to the extent
permitted by law; and
(4) employees shall forJeit remuneration under subsection G.1. and 2. of this
section if the employee belongs to a group that has voted to implement a voluntary
employee beneficiary association plan and the employee fails to execute forms that are
necessary to the proper administration of the plan within twelve months of retirement by
reason of length of service, as defined in subsection G.1. of this section.
H.1. An employee must use all of the employee's accrued sick leave and any
donated sick leave before taking unpaid leave for the employee's own health reasons. lf
the employee has an injury or illness that is compensable under the county's workers
compensation program, then the employee has the option to augment or not augment
wage replacement pay with the use of accrued sick leave. A furrloughed employee shall
not be eligible to take or be paid for sick leave in lieu of taking a budgetary furlough day.
2. For a leave for family reasons, the employee shall choose at the start of the
leave whether the particular leave would be paid or unpaid, but when an employee
chooses to take paid leave for family reasons the employee may set aside a reserve of
up to eighty hours of accrued sick leave. A furloughed employee who is on county family
medical leave as provided for in this section shall retain county benefits during furlough
days.
3. An employee who has exhausted allof the employee's accrued sick leave may
use accrued vacation leave before going on leave of absence without pay, if approved by
the employee's appointing authority. A furloughed employee shall not be eligible to take
or be paid for vacation leave in lieu of sick leave in lieu of taking a furlough day.
L Sick leave may be used for the following reasons:
1. An absence:
a. resulting from the employee's mental or physical rllness, injury, or health
condition;
b. to accommodate the employee's need for medical diagnosis, care or
treatment of a mental or physical illness, injury or health condition; or
c. for the employee's need for preventive medical care;
2. To allow the employee to provide care.
a. for a family member with a mental or physical illness, injury or health
condition;
b. for a family member who needs medical diagnosis, care or treatment of a
mental or physical illness, injury or health condition; or
c. for a family member who needs preventive medical care;
3, When a King County facility is closed by order of public official for any healthrelated reason, or when an employee's child's school or place of care is closed by order
of a public official for a health-related reason,
4. For absences that qualtty for leave under the domestic vrolence leave act,
chapter 49,76 RCW;
5. For absences to increase the safety of the employee or a family member when
the employee or a family member has been a victim of trafficking under RCW 94.40.100;
and

6,

For family and medical leave available under federal law, state law or King

County ordinance,
J. For purposes of sick leave, "family member" means any of the following:

1. A child, including a btological, adopted or foster child, a stepchild or a child to
whom the employee stands in loco parentis, is a legal guardian or is a de facto parent,
regardless of age or dependency status, or the child of the employee's domestic partner;
2. The parent of an employee, employee's spouse or employee's domestic
partner. Parent includes:
a. a biological parent;
b. an adoptive parent;
c. a de facto parent;
d. a foster parent;
e. a stepparent;
f. a legal guardian; or
g. a person who stood or stands in loco parentis to the employee, employee's
spouse or employee's domestic partner.
3. A spouse;
4. A domestic partner;
5. A grandparent;
6. A grandchild; or
7. A sibling.
K.1. An employee injured on the job may not simultaneously collect sick leave and
workers' compensation payments in a total amount greater than the net regular pay of the
employee, though an employee who chooses not to augment the employee's workers'
compensation wage replacement pay through the use of sick leave shall be deemed on
unpaid leave status.
2. An employee who chooses to augment workers' compensation payments with
the use of accrued sick leave shall notify the safety and workers' compensation program
office in writing at the beginning of the leave.
3. An employee may not collect sick leave and workers' compensation wage
replacement pay for physical incapacity due to any injury or occupational illness that is
directly traceable to employment other than with the county;
L. Management of the employee's department is responsible for the proper
administration of sick leave benefits. Management of the employee's department may
require an employee to provide reasonable notice of an absence from work, so long as
the notice does not interfere with an employee's laMul use of sick leave.
M. Verification that an employee's use of sick leave is for an authorized purpose
may be required for absences exceeding three days. Verification may not result in an
unreasonable burden or expense on the employee and may not exceed privacy or
verification requirements otherwrse established by law. (Ord. 18727 S 7, 2018'. Ord.
18621 $ 10,2017: Ord. 18618 S 80,2017. Ord. 18191 S 3,20'15: Ord. 16735 S 11,
2009: Ord. 16592 $2,2009: Ord. 16339S20,2008: Ord.'15557S 1,2006', Ord. 13377
$3, 1998: Ord. 12943S7,1997'. Ord. 124225 2, 1996: Ord. 12014 S21,1995).

3.12.221 Family and medical leave - up to eighteen weeks for certain
circumstances.
A, An employee may take a total of up to eighteen weeks of King County family
and medical leave within a twelve-month period for either the employee's own serious
health condition or to care for a family member with a serious health condition, if the
employee has been employed by the county for twelve months or more and has worked
a minimum of nine hundred ten hours for a thirty-five-hour employee and one thousand
forty hours for a forty- hour employee, and:
1. The family member is the employee's spouse or domestic partner, the
employee's child, a child of the employee's spouse ordomestic partner, the parent of the

employee or the employee's spouse or domestic partner, or an individual who stood in
loco parentis to the employee or the employee's spouse or domestic partner; and
2, The reason for the leave is one of the following:
a. the birth of a son or daughter and care of the newborn child, or placement
with the employee of a son or daughter for adoption or foster care, if the leave is taken
within twelve months of the birth, adoption or placement;
b. the care of the employee's child or child of the employee's spouse or
domestic partner whose illness or health condition requires treatment or supervision by
the enrployee;
c. the care of a family member with a serious health condition; or
d. any qualifying reason under federal family and medical leave law, 29 U.S.C.
Sec. 2601 et seq., or state family and medical leave law, chapter 49.78 RCW.
B. King County family and medical lcave may be taken intermittently to the same
extent permitted under federal and state family and medical leave laws.
C.1. King County family and medical leave shall run concurrently with leave under
29 U.S.C. Sec. 2601 et seq., and chapter 49.78 RCW, and any other leaves that are
available under federal or state law.
2. When leave is taken for the serious health condition of the employee in
conjunction with an occupational injury or illness for which the employee is receiving
workers' compensation wage replacement payments, the leave shall run concurrently
with leave under the federal and state family and medical leave and King County family
and medical leave.
D. The department is responsible for the proper administration of the King County
family and medical leave benefit. Verification from a health care provider may be required
to ceftify the health condition of the employee or family member for leave requests.
E. The county shall continue its contribution toward health care benefits when an
employee is on King County family and medical leave, regardless of whether the
employee is in a paid or unpaid status during the leave.
F. An employee who returns from King County family and medical leave within the
time provided in this section is entitled to the same job protection as an employee
returning from leave under 29 U.S.C. Sec.2601 et seq., subject to reductions-in-force
provisions as specified in K.C,C. 3.12.300.
G. Failure of an employee to return to work by the expiration date of a leave of
absence may be cause for termination of the employee from county service. (Ord. '18191
s 4, 2015).

3.12.222 Donation of vacation or compensatory hours to nohprofit
organizations.
A. Annually, from the first business day in October through the last business day
in November, an employee eligible for comprehensive leave benefits may sign a written
authorization subject to approval by the employee's department director to conveft
accrued vacation or accumulated compensatory hours, or both, into cash to benefit up to
three nonprofit organizations participating in the King County employee annual drive in
accordance wrth K.C.0. chapter 3.3tj, of the employee's choice.
B. Notwithstanding K.C.C. 3.12.190, an employee eligible for comprehensive
leave benefits may convert accrrred vacation or accLtmLrlated compensatory horrrs, or
both, into cash to benefit natural disaster relief efforts. Upon the occurrence of a natural
disaster and with the exception of the employee annual drive-related period designated
under subsection A. of this section the executive may authorize a forty-five-day
opportunity for employees eligible for comprehensive leave benefits to sign a written
authorization to convert accrued vacation or accumulated compensatory hours, or both,
into cash to benefit up to three nonprofit organizations designated by the executive. The

employee's written authorization is subject to approval by the employee's department
director, The designated nonprofit organization must be a King County employee annual
drive participant in accordance with K.C.C. chapter 3.36. This section shall be
administered in accordance with K.C.C, chapter 3.36,
C. The hours converted under subsection A. or B. of this section must be in fullhour increments. The employee's donation must be a minimum of four hours and no
more than forty hours per calendar year with the exception of the conditions described in
subsection D. of this section.
D. An employee eligible for comprehensive leave benefits who earned excess
vacation leave or compensatory hours, or both, beyond the amount that may be carried
over into the next fiscal year may donate greater than forty hours under subsection A. or
B. of this section with approval from the employee's department director.
E. All King County [benefit-eligible]. employees eligible for comprehensive leave
benefits may donate in accordance with this section voluntarily.
F. The finance and business operations division shall value the hours donated
under this section based on the regular hourly rate of the employee in effect at the time
the approved conversion authorization is processed. The finance and business
operations division shall process leave donations authorized under subsection A. of this
section within the first two full weeks in December. The finance and business operations
division shall process leave donations authorized under subsection B. of this section
within the first two full weeks after the forty-five-day period designated in accordance with
subsection B. of this section.
G. The net cash value of the accrued vacation or compensatory hours, or both,
after all mandatory withholdings, including, but not limited to, withholding in accordance
with retirement plans, federal income tax and the Federal lnsurance Contributions Act,
have been deducted must be distributed by the finance and business operations division
to the designated nonprofit organizatron or organizations. (Ord. 18727 S B, 2018: Ord.
17698 $ 2,2013: Ord. 17332 S 11,2012: Ord. 15558 S 2,2006).

*Reviser's note: ln double parentheses but not struck
through in Ordinan ce 18727.
See K.C.C. 1.24.075.
3.12.223 Donation of vacation or sick leave to other employees.
A.1 . Any employee eligible for comprehensive leave benefits may donate a portion
of the employee's accrued vacation leave to another employee eligible for comprehensive
leave benefits. Such a donation may only occur upon written request to and approval of
the donating and receiving employees' department director or directors.
2. The number of hours donated shall not exceed the donor's accrued vacation
leave as of the date of the request. No donation of vacation hours shall be permitted
where it would cause the employee receiving the transfer to exceed that employee's
maximum vacation accrual.
3. A furloughed employee shall not be eligible to take or be paid for donated
vacation in lieu of taking a furlough day, except as provided in K,C.C. 3.1'2F.04U.
4 Dnnated vacation leave hours remain with the recipient, Donated vacation
leave hours shall be excluded from vacation leave payoff provisions in this chapter.
8.1 . Any employee eligible for comprehensive leave benefits may donate a portion
of the employee's accrued sick leave to another employee eligible for comprehensive
leave benefits upon written request to and approval of the donating and receiving
employees' department director or directors.
2. No donation of sick leave hours shall be permitted unless the donating
employee's sick leave accrual balance immediately subsequent to the donation is one

hundred hours or more. No employee may donate more than twenty-five hours of the
employee's accrued sick leave in a calendar year,
3. Donated sick leave hours remain with the recipient. Donated sick leave hours
shall be excluded from the sick leave payoff provisions contained in this chapter, and sick
leave restoration provisions contained in this chapter.
C. All donations of vacation and sick leave made under this chapter are strictly
voluntary. Employees are prohibited from soliciting, offering or receiving monetary or any
other compensation or benefits in exchange for donating vacation or sick leave hours.
D. All vacation and sick leave hours donated shall be converted to a dollar value
based on the donor's straight time hourly rate at the time of donation. Such dollar value
shall then be divided by the receiving employee's hourly rate to determine the actual
number of hours received. Vacation leave donated to a furloughed employee, who is
designated by a department dircctor and confirmed by the chief administrative officer as
eligible to use donated leave on a furlough day, is donated on an hour-for-hour basis,
wil'lrouL an hourly rate conversion. (Ord. 18727 S 9,2018: Ord. 18621 S'11, 20'17: Ord.
'186'18$81,2017: Clrd 16735512,20a9 Ord. 16339512,2008: Ord. 12943g8, 1997:
Ord. 12014 S 22,1995).

3.'12.224 Leave - donation to an account or program to benefit children of
deceased employee. Notwithstanding K.C.C. 3.12.190, if an employee dies while
engaged within the scope of the employee's employment, the executive may implement
a process providing a one-time opportunity to allow employees eligible for comprehensive

leave benefits to convert either accrued vacation or accumulated compensatory time
hours, or both, to cash to benefit any children of the deceased employee who are under
twenty-three years old at the time of the employee's death. This process must conform
to the following requirements:
A. The executive shall establish a forty-five-day period during which time
employees may sign a written request, subject to approval by the executive, to convert
either accrued vacation or accumulated compensatory time hours, or both, to cash and
to authorize a payroll deduction of the cash to benefit the children of the deceased
employee who are under twenty-three years old at the time of the employee's death. The
hours must be in full-hour increments, with a minimum of four'
B. The executive shall determine the maximum hours that any employee can
convert to cash, but the maximum may not be greater than a total of forty by each
employee;

C. The value of the hours must be determined based on the regular hourly rate of
the employee in effect at the time the approved conversion request is received by the
county's payroll office;
D. lf employees elect to convert either accrued vacation or accumulated
compensatory time hours, or both, to cash as set forth in this section, the executive shall
identify one or more suppoPr accounts or programs to which the cash may be paid for the
benefit of the children, Unless the executive determines that another support account or
program is more suitable given the circumstances of the children, the executive shall first
insure the establishment of a Washington state college tuition prepaid programguaranteed education tuition (GET) account with the state of Washington treasury to
benefit the children of the deceased employee. ln addition to or in lieu of the GET
program, the executive may direct that some or all of the cash collected under this section
be paid to other support accounts or programs that the executive has determined:
1. Are established in the names of the children or their legal guardian for the
benefit of the children;
2, Are held by a governmental agency, nonprofit organization, bank, trust or
lawful entity other than an individual;

3. Contain adequate safeguards against theft, diversion, loss or wasting of the
funds paid under this section; and
4. Restrict the permissible use of funds paid under this section to paying for
minimal, if any, administrative expenses and providing for the children's reasonable food,
shelter and educational expenses; and
E. The cash resulting from converted accrued vacation or compensatory time
hours, or both, net of all mandatory deductions, including, but not limited to, deductions
for retirement plans and federal income tax and the Federal lnsurance Contributions Act,
must be transmitted to the Washington state college tuition prepaid program-guaranteed
education tuition (GET) account established by the executive, or such other accounts or
programs as may be determined by the executive, under subsection D. of this section[;
andl*. (Ord. '18727 510,2018: Ord, 18621 S 12,2017: Ord.'18618 S 82,2017: Ord.
14754 $'1, 2003: Ord.'13743 S'1, 2000).
*Reviser's note: ln double parentheses but not struck
through in Ordinan ce 18727.
See K.G.C. 1.24.075.
3.12.225 Leave for volunteer service.
Division managers shall allow the division's employees who are eligible for
comprehensive leave benefits the use of up to three days of sick leave each calendar year
to perform volunteer services at a local school or at a nonprofit organization on the
approved list for the employee giving program. During a calendar year, an employee may

A.

use sick leave for volunteer service for both school and nonprofit organization parlicipation.
The aggregate number of sick leave days used for those purposes shall not exceed three
days in a calendar year.
B. A furloughed employee shall not be eligible to take or be paid for volunteer sick
leave in lieu of taking a furlough day.
C. Employees requesting to use sick leave for this purpose shall submit such a
request in writing specifying the name of the school or organization and the nature of the
volunteer services to be performed. The employee's supervisor may request in advance
that the employee obtain written proof of the service from the school or organization. (Ord.
18727 512,2018: Ord.18621 S 13,2017 ord.167359 13,2009. Ord.16339S 13,2008:
Ord. 7956 S 6, 1987).

3.12.230 Holidays.
eligible for comprehensive leave benefits shall be granted the
following designated holidays with pay:
1. January 1, New Year's Day;
2. Third Monday in January, Martin Luther King, Jr. Day;

A. All employees

3. Third Monday in February, President's Day;
4. Last Monday in May, Memorral Day;
5. July 4, lndependence Day;
6. Frrst Monday in September, Labor Day,
7. November 11, Veteran's Day;
B. Fourth Thursday in November, Thanksgiving Day;

9.

Friday after Thanksgiving, Day after Thanksgiving;

10. December 25, Christmas Day; and
11. For an employee who is eligible for comprehensive leave benefits, two
personal holidays, which shall be added to the employee's vacation bank in the second full
pay period of the calendar year or upon hire.
B. For holidays falling on a Saturday, the Friday before shall be a paid holiday. For
holidays falling on a Sunday, the Monday following shall be a paid holiday.

C. An employee must be eligible for comprehensive leave benefits and in a pay
status on the day before and the day following a holiday to be eligible for holiday pay.
However, an employee who has successfully completed at least five years of county
service and who retires at the end of a month in which the last regularly scheduled working
day is observed as a holiday, shall be eligible for holiday pay if the employee is in a pay
status the day before the day observed as a holiday. An employee othenvise eligible for
holiday pay shall not be ineligible as a result of not being in a pay status on the day before
or after the holiday due to budgetary furlough.
D. When a holiday falls on the scheduled day off of a full time employee entitled to
comprehensive leave benefits who works other than a five-day, eight-hour schedule, the
employee shall be given a deferred holiday. The employee's supervisor shalljointly select
another day, preferably within the same pay period, for the employee to take as holiday.
Deferred holidays for a parl-time employee eligible for comprehensive leave benefits shall
be prorated tothe employee's schedule. (Ord. '18727 S 13,2018: Ord. 18621 514,2017'.
Ord. 18618 S 83,20'17: Ord 16735 $'14,2009: Ord. 16339 S'14,2008: Ord.'12943 $ 9,
1997: Ord, 12014 S 23, 1995),
3.12.240 Leave - jury duty.
A. An employee eligible for comprehensive leave

benefits who is ordered on a jury
shall be entitled to the employee's regular county pay but only if any fees received for jury
duty are deposited, exclusive of mileage, with the finance and business operations division
of the department of executive services.

B.

An employee who is not eligible for comprehensive leave benefits shall be

released, unpaid, from work duties for the duration of the employee's jury duty, and may
retain any fees paid for jury service.
C. A furloughed employee shall not be eligible to take or be paid for jury duty leave
in lieu of taking a furlough day.

D.

Employees shall report to their work supervisor when dismissed from jury
service. (Ord. 18727 514,2018. Ord, 18621 S 15,2017: Ord. 18618 $ 84,2017. Ord.
'16735 15,2009: Ord.'16339 15,2008: Ord. 12943 10, 1997: Ord. 12077 5, 1995).
$
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3.12.247 Limited duty assignment policy due to pregnancy.
A. The councilfinds that:
1. The county is committed to affirmative action in hiring and the full pafticipation
of pregnant county employees in all occupations throughout the county's work force.
2. Pregnancy is a normal occurrence.

3.

The county has already established maternity and parental leaves for

its

employees.

4, lt is desirable to establish a policy to reasonably accommodate pregnant
county employees in a medically approved limited duty assignment.
B. For the purpose of this section, "employee" means a full-time regular employee
pad-time
or a
regular employee. Promotional probation may be extended at the discretion
of the director and after consultation with an employee's appointing authority so an
employee who utrlrzes the hmrted duty provisions of this sectron has the opportunity to
perform for the established promotional probationary period.
C.1, lt is the policy of the cor.tnty to recognize that pregnancy is a normal event and
that provisions shall be made to provide every employee the opportunity to continue to
participate in the work force during and up to three months after the employee's pregnancy.
2. An employee, who upon the advice of the employee's physician, cannot safely
perform all of the normal duties of the employee's job due to pregnancy and who indicates
a desire to continue working before taking sick or maternity leave for which the employee
may othenruise be eligible, shall upon concurrence of the director receive consideration for

temporary reassignment. The county shall, where reasonably possible, accommodate an
employee's desire for medically approved continued employment during the employee's
pregnancy and up to three months thereafter via one or more of the three alternatives listed.
The first alternative shall have preference, and either assignments or reassignments, or
both, shall be given within the employee's department where possible. The deparlment of
human resources shall be responsible for coordination of the following limited duty
alternatives:
a, temporary assignment to limited duties within the employee's classification;
b. temporary reassignment of the employee to a similar classification with equal
pay for which the employee is qualified;
c, only if the director concurs that an employee cannot reasonably be
accommodated by subsection C.2.a. or b. of this section, temporary reassignment of the
employee can be made to another classification for which the employee is qualified but with
lesser pay, to be assigned at the pay step closest to that which the employee was receiving
in the employee's normaljob classification,
3. The executive shall determine and facilitate any necessary interfund transfers
when an employee is temporarily reassigned to another department.
4. Because of the separate and unique retirement system for police, either the
temporary assignment or temporary reassignment, or both, for pregnant police personnel
shall be provided as in subsection C.2.a, and b. of this section for LEOFF I members. All
three alternatives listed in subsection C.2. of this section can applyto LEOFF ll members.
D.'1, Temporary assignments or reassignments, or both, made pursuant to this
section shall be limited to the period of temporary incapacity caused by pregnancy both
before childbirth and upon return to work, all prior to the time when released by the
employee's physician to return to full duty.
2. For the purposes of this section, "temporary incapacity" means the period during
which because of pregnancy the employee cannot perform all of the employee's regular
duties but is capable of performing a temporary limited duty assignment provided by the
county as listed in subsection C. of this section and, for purposes of this policy, in no
instance shall such a temporary incapacity extend more than three months after termination
ofthe pregnancy.
3. Employees shall continue to be eligible for paid accrued vacation and sick leave
and leave of absence without pay pursuant to the personnel rules during the period of
temporary incapacity due to pregnancy, pregnancy related conditions, and parenting.
E. The director shall develop procedures to implement this policy, which shall
include verification of the medical basis for the limited duty request.
F. Should any subsection, paragraph, sentence, clause or phrase of this section be
declared unconstitutional or invalid for any reason, such decision shall not affect the validity
of the remaining portions of this chapter. (Ord. 18793 S 13,2018: Ord. 18618 g 85,2017:
Ord. 12014 S 24, 1995).

3.12.250 Leave of absence - without pay.
An ernployee eligible for comprehensive leave benefits may take a leave ot
absence without pay for thirty calendar days or less if authorized in writing by the

A.

employee's division manager.

B. An employee eligible for comprehensive leave benefits may take a leave of
absence without pay for more than thirly calendar days for nonmedical reasons if
authorized in writing by the employee's division manager.
C. An employee eligible for comprehensive leave benefits may take a leave of
absence without pay for more than thirly days for medical reasons if authorized in writing
by the director.

D. Leaves of absence without pay shall be for periods not to exceed one year except
that the director may, in special circumstances, grant an extension beyond one year.
E. Other employee benefits as provided in this chapter shall not be provided to or
accrue to the employee while on leave of absence without pay, except as provided in K,C.C.
3.12.220 or K.C.C. 3,12.040,
F. lf a leave of absence without pay was granted for purposes of recovering health,
the employee shall be required to submit a physician's statement concerning the
employee's ability to resume duties prior to return to work.
G. An employee on leave of absence without pay may return from the leave before
its expiration date if the employee provides the division manager with a written request to
that effect at least fifteen days prior to resuming duties.
H. Failure to return to work by the expiration date of a leave of absence without pay
shall be cause for removal and shall result in automatic termination of the employee from
county service.
l. A leave u[ absence willrout pay rnay be revuked by Llre errrpluyee's divisiorr
manager or the director upon evidence suhmitted to the director by the divi.sion manager
of the employee indicating that such leave was requested and granted under false
pretenses, or thatthe need for such leave has ceased to exist, (Ord. 18727 S'15, 2018:
Ord. 18621 $ 15,2017. Ord, 13377 $ 5, 1998: Ord. 12014 S 25, 1995).

3.12.260 Leave of absence - United States Uniformed Services.
A.1. A leave of absence shall be granted, in accordance with applicable provisions
of state or federal law, to any employee who voluntarily or upon demand by the Washington

state or the United States government leaves the employee's position with the county,
either to determine the employee's physical fitness to enter or to actually enter active duty
ortraining in the United States Uniformed Services, which includes, but is not limited to, the
Armed Services, the Washington National Guard and the United States Public Health
Service Commissioned Corps and its reserve. Under the Uniform Services Employment
and Reemployment Rights Act of 1994, 38 U.S,C. Secs.4301 through 4335, Uniformed
Services may also include an appointee when the National Disaster Medical System is
activated.

2. The leave of absence shall continue until the employee has exhausted the
employee's employment and reemployment rights under the Uniform Services Employment
and Reemployment Rights Act of 1994,38 U.S.C. Secs.4301 through 4335, which is
generally up to five years, subject to cerlain exceptions provided under federal law.
B. Employees are required to give their employing county agency advance notice
of the need for military leave, preferably in writing, though oral notification is sufficient.
Notice should be provided as soon as is reasonable under the circumstances, and, if
feasible to do so, service members should provide thirty days advance notice; however,
advance notice is not required if prevented by military necessity or otherwise impossible or

unreasonable under the circumstances, to the extent provided in federal law and
regulations. Written notice should be accompanied by a validated copy of the military
orders. Oral notice should be supplemented as soon as is reasonable with a validated
copy of the military orders.
C. An employee who is eligible for comprehensive leave benefits under K.C.C.
3.12.040 and volunteers or is ordered to serve in the United States Uniformed Services, as
described in subsection A.1. of this section, orto receive associated training that requires

a leave of absence from the employee's county position, and has exhausted annual military
leave provided pursuant to state and federal law or a collective bargaining agreement, shall
be granted a paid leave of absence from the employee's county position at the employee's
regular base rate of county pay less the amount of the employee's regular base rate of
milltary pay to which the employee is entitled. The paid leave of absence shall continue

until the lesser of the conclusion of the employee's service in the United States Uniformed

Services,

or until the employee has exhausted the employee's

employment and

reemployment rights under the Uniform Services Employment and Reemployment Rights
Act of 1994, 38 U.S.C. Secs. 4301 through 4335, which is generally up to five years, subject
to certain exceptions provided under federal law.
D. Receipt of the pay provided for in the preceding section is contingent upon the
employee providing the employing county agency with supporting documentation verifying:
1. The employee's rank;
2. That the employee is on active duty; and
3. The employee's military pay grade statement and military pay grade change
statement. (Ord. 18621 S 17,2017: Ord. 18618986,2017: Ord. 17605S 2,2013: Ord,
17223 S 2,2011: Ord. 12422 $ 3, 1996. Ord.'12014 S 26, 1995).

3.12.262 Extension of benefits - United States Uniformed Services.
An employee who is eligible for comprehensive leave benefits under K.C.C.
3.12.040 and who volunteers or is ordered to serve in the United States Uniformed
Services, as described in K.C.C.3.12.260.4.1, or to receive associated training that
requires a leave of absence from the employee's county position, shall continue to receive
medical, dental, vision and life insurance benefits, and shall continue to accrue vacation
and sick leave. Receipt of medical, dental, vision and life insurance benefits and vacation
and sick leave accruals shall continue until the lesser of the conclusion of the employee's
service in the United States Uniformed Services, or until the employee has exhausted the

A.

employee's employment and reemployment rights under the Uniform Services Employment

and Reemployment Rights Act of '1994,38 U.S.C. Secs.430'l through 4335, which
generally up to five years, subject to ceftain exceptions provided under federal law.

is

B. Receipt of medical, dental, vision and life insurance benefits and leave accruals
is contingent upon the employee providing the employing county agency with supporting
documentation verifying that the employee is in service. The documentation shall be
provided by the employee upon commencing military leave, annually in September and
upon leaving militaryservice. (Ord. 18621 S 18,2017: Ord. 18618S 87,2017'. Ord.17605
S 3,2013: Ord. 17223 S 3,2011:Ord. 12943 S 11, 1997: Ord.9967 S 2,1991).
3.12.27 0 Disciplinary action.
A, A career service employee may be disciplined by the appointing authority for
any of the following causes, or for any other justifiable cause:
1. Dishonesty, including but not limited to dishonesty in securing appointment;
2. lncompetency;
3. lnefficiency,
4. Unauthorized absence, including patterns of continual tardiness;
5. Neglect of duty;
6. lnsubordination;
7. Consumption of alcoholic beverages or use of illegal drugs while on duty
durirrg the workday;
B Cnnviction of a r:rime;
9. Disorderly conduct while on duty;
'10. Negligent, reckless or knowing damage to orwaste of public property;
'1
1. Violation of any of the provisions of applicable federal or state law relating to
political activities;
12. Negligent, reckless or knowing violation of any of the provisions of the
personnel guidelines,

13. Violation of any laMul order, directive, or policy of a superior, including but
not linrited to the executive, departrnent directors and division managers, or a violation of
the employee code of ethics, K.C.C. 3.04.
B. Prior to the disposition of any suspension or discharge, a career service
employee shall be advised of the employee's right to seek assistance through the
county's employee assistance program as described in the personnel guidelines.
C. Disciplinary action shall be the primary responsibility of the appointing authority
and may include but is not limited to reduction in rank or pay, suspension without pay,
and/or discharge of the employee from county employment. The appointing authority
shall consult with the director prior to the discharge of any career service or exempt
employee.
D. ln any disciplinary action against a career service employee, pertinent
information shall be reduced to written form by the appointing authority and a copy
provided to the employee and to the director. Such written notice shallstate the following:
1. The reason for discipline;
2, The facts supporting the discipline;
3. The form of discipline to be imposed,
4. The effective date of the discipline;
5. Unless otherwise provided in an applicable collective bargaining agreement,
the right of the employee to appealthe following disciplinary action to the personnel board:
a. Suspension of more than sixty days;
b. Reduction in rank or pay; or
c. Discharge;
6. Unless othenvise provided in an applicable collective bargaining agreement,
the right of the employee to appeal any disciplinary action to appropriate authorities
through the initiation of grievance procedures, as authorized by or approved under this
chapter.
E. Written notice of the discipline shall be delivered to the career service employee
or mailed to the employee's last known address by certified mail, return receipt requested.
An employee shall be deemed notified of the disciplinary action on the date the notice
was delivered to the employee or the date on .the return receipt, as applicable. (Ord.
18618 S BB, 2017', Ord. 12014 S 27, '1995).

3.12.280 Grievance procedures.
A. The county recognizes the impoftance and desirability of settling grievances of
career service employees promptly and fairly in the interest of continued good employee
relations and morale. To accomplish this, every effort will be made to settle grievances at
the lowest possible level of supervision.
B. Employees shall be unimpeded and free from restraint, interference, coercion,
discrimination or reprisal in seeking adjudication of their grievances.
C. Appropriate grievance procedures designed to accomplish the intent of this
section shall be developed and incorporated by the director into the personnel guidelines
authorized by this chapter. Such grievance procedures shall apply to career service
employees only, (Ord. 12014 S 28, 1995).
3.12.290 Personnel board appeals.
A. ln the case of an appeal by a career service employee to the board, written
notice of appeal shall be filed by the employee with the chair of the board and the director
within thirty calendar days of the employee having been notified of the disciplinary action
as provided for by this chapier or within ten calendar days of completion of the grievance
or appeal process contained in this chapter or any applicable collective bargaining
agreement. For appeals not involving disciplinary action, the applicable period shall be

fourteen calendar days from the action from which the appeal is taken, or fourteen
calendar days from the time the employee should reasonably have known of the action,
whichever is longer. The written notice of appeal shall contain a statement of the
following:

1. The action or alleged action from which the appeal is taken;
2. The grounds for appeal; and
3. The relief requested.
The board may only hear appeals which are within its jurisdiction, as set forth by
Section 540 of the charter.
B. All decisions of the personnel board shall be final unless appealed to a court of
competent jurisdiction within fourteen calendar days.
C. The personnel board or the courl shall award a career service employee
reasonable attorney's fees incurred in any appeal in which the employee is the prevailing
party, provided, that the employee shall be considered the prevailing party only where the
county has a written settlement offer in effect thirty calendar days prior to the hearing of
the personnel board or court and the award obtained by the employee exceeds the
terms of that settlement offer; provided further, that such reasonable attorney's fees shall
not exceed the actual fees paid by the employee.
D. Upon request, the director shall provide the council with a status report of
appealsfiled with the personnel board. (Ord.'18635 S 16,2017. Ord. 12014 S 29, 1995).

3.12,300 Reductions in force. ln the event of a reduction in force due to lack of
work, lack of funds or considerations of efficiency, layoffs shall be conducted at a
depailment, division or section level. The order of layoff shall be conducted by class on
the basis of merit. Where two or more career service employees within a class are of
equal merit, county seniority shall determine the order of layoff as between those
employees. Where there is an applicable collective bargaining agreement, the order of
layoff shall be determined by the collective bargaining agreement. ln lieu of laying off a
career service employee, the director may reassign the employee to a comparable,
vacant position, when the director determines the reassignment to be in the best interests
of the county. (Ord. '16962 S 2,12010: Ord. 12014 S 30, 1995).

3.',2.310 Tenure. The tenure of each employee shall be subject to the rendering
of efficient service. Career service employees may be removed only for cause, as
specified by this chapter; provided, that such cause need not be demonstrated where an
employee is retired or is laid off in accordance with the provisions of this chapter. Exempt
employees serve atthe pleasure of the appointing authority, Nothing in this section shall
derogate from the county's power to abolish positions and lay off employees because of
lack of work, lack of funds, or considerations of efficiency. (Ord.4324 S 9, 1979).

3.12.320 Retirement. Retirement from county employment shall be administered
in accordance with the provisions set forth in state law, RCW Chapler 41.40. Former
ernployees who have retired from county en'lployment shall be ellglble for temporary and
parttime emplnyment nn the same hasis as other applicants; provided that PERS Plan
retirees shall not be hired on such basis into retirement eligible positions. Per RCW
I

41.60.690, no PERS Plan ll retiree shall be eligible to receive a monthly retirement
allowance if the retiree is performing service for any nonfederal public employer in the
state, (Ord.8097, 1987: Ord. 4324I33, 1979).

3.12.330 Administration ' responsibility. The executive shall be responsible
forthe administration of the county personnelsystem in accordancewith the policies and
standards established by this chapter, which shall constitute the personnel rules of the

county. The director as the executive's designee shall be responsible to administer the
personnel system and directly-related affairs of the county to include collective
bargaining; provided, that such a role will not infringe on the authority of the county
administrative officer to exercise supervisory authority on those matters not directly
relating to the formal administration of the county's personnel system; provided further,
that the equal employment officer and program, to include the affirmative action program,
shall be directly responsible to the county administrative officer in all applicable affairs in
which there has not been a formally defined relationship, by viftue of council action or
personnel guideline, between said office and the director. (Ord. 14199 $ 29, 2001: Ord.
12014 S 31, 1995).

3.12.335 Suppofted employment.
A. lt is the policy of King County to provide opportunities for paid, competitive
employment for individuals with developmental disabilities, as defined in this chapter, in
integrated work settings. The executive shall seek the cooperatlon, asslstance and
participation of all cournty departments in the successflrl implementation of this policy,
B. Persons with developmental disabilities as defined in RCW 71A.10.020(5), as
amended, shall be eligible for supported employment pursuant to this section.
C. The department of human resources, or its successor agency, is designated
as the lead agency responsible for the management of the supported employment
program, with technical support provided by the developmental disabilities division, or its
successor agency.
D. The executive is authorized to adopt administrative rules to implement this
section pursuantto K.C.C.3.12.350. (Ord. 18793 S 14,2018: Ord. 18727 $ 16,20'18:
Ord. 1 5777 S 3,2007'. Ord. 12498 SS 1, 4 - 7 , 1996).
3.1 2.340 Adm i n istration - em ployer-em ployee relations. Employer-employee
relations shall be maintained and conducted in a manner which will assure the rights of
employees, through, or independent of, their organizations, to communicate their desires
to the agencies and officers of county government, and at the same time, to insure the
orderly process of governmental operations. (Ord. 4324 g 4,1979).

3.12.350 Administration - personnel guidelines.

A. The director shall adopt personnel guidelines for the purpose of implementing
the directives, policies and standards contained in this chapter and in Article 5 of the
charter.

Such personnel guidelines shall be subject to approval by the executive, Before
adoption, amendment or repeal of any guideline, the department shall give at least fortyfive days' notice of its intended action by filing notice with the clerk of the council and
mailing notice of the intended action to each member of the council, each department
director and agency head, each collective bargaining unit that has a collective bargaining
agreement with the county, the chief of staff of the council and the council policy staff
director, or their sLrccessors. After adoption of the guideline, the department shall post
all guidelines to the lnternet.
B. The personnel guidelines shall include, but not be limited to, the following
subjects:
'1. Purpose, objectives and intent;
2. Definitions;
3. Preemployment administration:
a. role of the director and the department;
b. recruitment procedures;
c. application procedures;

d. examinations,
e. employment lists;

f.

certification;

g. appointment; and
h. process requirements of equal employment opportunity;

4. Postemployment

administration:

a. role of the department of human resources;
b. probationary periods;
c. classification system;
d. employee performance evaluation;
e. disciplinary procedures;

f.

separation, including reductions in force;

g. employee relations; and
h. process requirements of equal employment oppoftunity;
5. Special duty;
6. Grievance and appeals procedures:
a. role of the department of human resources and other departments, including
relationship and processes of the equal employment program;
b. role of the director;
c. grievance procedures;
d. appeals procedures; and
e. role of the personnel board;
7. Conditions of employment;
8. Employee benefits;
9. Procedures for leaves of absence; and
10. Proceduresforsalary and administration. (Ord. 18793 S 15,2018: Ord. 14233
00
s2,2 1: Ord. 12014 S 32, 1995),

3.12.360 Effect of collective bargaining. When a collective bargaining agreement
establishes a condition of employment, benefit or procedure which conflicts with a
condition, benefit or procedure established by this chapter or otherwise by ordinance, the
collective bargaining agreement shall take precedence with respect to those employees
covered by the agreement, so long as the following conditions are met:
A. The condition of employment, benefit or procedure created by the agreement is
lawful; and

B. The agreement has been adopted by the council by ordinance.
Adoption of the agreement by ordinance shall be deemed an amendment of this
chapter only with respect to the affected employees and subject condition, benefit or
procedure. (Ord. 12014 S 33, 1995).
3.12.365 Effect on sheriffs civil service. ln the event of a conflict between the
provisions of this chapter and any statute or regulation governing members of the sheriffs
civil servrce system, such statute or regulation shall take precedence. (Urd.9498 $ 14,
1

eeo)

3.12.400 Volunteers for the county.
A. lt is the policy of the county to supporl the endeavors of volunteers for the county
in a manner that benefits the community and is in the best interest of the county, and
provides scope of work direction to its volunteers,
B. Volunteers for the county are expected to act within the scope of assigned
volunteer work responsibilities. Volunteers for the county are authorized agents of the
county only when acting within the scope of their assigned volunteer work responsibilities.

Volunteers for the county are entitled to defense and indemnification as provided in K.C.C.
chapler 2.21.
C. Volunteers for the county shall be administered as follows:
1. A county employee may be a volunteer for the county only if the service as a
volunteer for the county is not the same type of services that the employee is employed to
perform for the county;
2. A volunteer for the county may be asked by an agency to enter into a volunteer
agreement, waiver or other type of liability mitigation protection agreement;
3. The county retains tlre sole right to accept, decline or ternrinate the seruices of
a volunteer for the county for any reason. A volunteer for the county is expected to comply
with all federal, state and local laws and to adhere to all county policies and procedures
related to workplace conduct and use of county resources, including all those applicable to
the specific department, division, section and work place that oversees their voluntecr work.
lf the volunteer for the county violates any law, county policy or procedure, or any workplace
expectation, includirrg those related to workplace conducl or the use clf county resources
the cottnty, at its.sole discretion, may impose corrective measrrres r.rpon the volrrnteerfor
the county. Such corrective measures may include, but not be limited to, verbal counseling
in an effort to achieve acceptable compliance up to and including dismissal the volunteer
for the county. Progressive measures are not required and there shall be no formal right
of appeal for any corrective action taken by the county. The services of a volunteer for the
county may be terminated at any time by either the volunteer for the county or by the county
for any reason without cause or notice,
4. The use of county resources and property by a volunteer for the county is limited
to the conduct appropriately required to deliver the volunteer services within the scope of

work identified for the volunteer and uses that are available to the general public as
provided in K.C.C, 3.04.020',
5. For each program that uses volunteers for the county, departments shall develop
a code of conduct. The deparlment shall provide volunteers for the county with a copy of
the relevant code of conduct or post the code of conduct in an area where volunteers repoft
for work. Codes of conduct shall include the principles of behaving with respect toward

other volunteers for the county, behaving with respect toward members of the public,
behaving with respect toward county employees and behaving with respect for individuals,

animals or property that are the focus of the program using volunteers for the county.
lndividuals who violate the code of conduct shall be subject to the corrective measures in
subsection C.3. of this section; and
6, The deparlments, in consultation with the director of the department of human
resources, shall be responsible for the administration of volunteer programs and the
management of volunteers for the county in accordance with the policies and standards
established bythis chapter. (Ord. 18793 S 16,2018: Ord. 16640 S 3,2009).

312A CAREER SERVICE REVIEW
Sections:
3.124.010
3.124.020
3.'124.030

3.124.040
3.124.050
3.'124.060

Findings and policy statement.
Definitions.
Annual review
Effect of exceeding threshold hours
Appeal procedure.
Termination.

3.12A.010 Findings and policy statement. The council finds that both operational
efliciency and fair and equitable employment practices are advanced by the use of regular,

career service employees where appropriate. Therefore, it is the policy of King County to
have ongoing, relatively stable, and predictable bodies of work necessary to the provision
of services to the public performed by career service employees, and to minimize its use of
part-time and temporary employees. To achieve that goal, the council hereby adopts the
procedures set forth in this chapter. (Ord. 12943 S 13, 1997).

3.124.020 Definitions. The definitions set forth in K.C.C. chapter 3.12 are hereby
incorporated in this chapter. Words not defined in K.C.C. chapter 3.12 or in this chapter
shall have their ordinary and usual meanings. ln the event of conflict, the specific definitions
set forth in this chapter shall presumptively, but not conclusively, prevail.
A. "Committee" means the career service review committee, which shall consist of:
1. The following three permanent members:
a. the county executive or designee;
b. the chief officer of the office of budget or successor organizational unit or
designee; and
c. the director of the department of human resources or successor organizational
unit or designee; and
2. One member representing the department whose body of work or employees
are then under review, (Ord. 18793 S 17,2A18: Ord. 18618 g 89, 2017: Ord.14199 S 30,
2001: Ord. 12943 S 14, 1997).

3.12A,030 Annual review. The executive shall conduct an annual review as
described herein. By March 1 of each year, beginning March 1, 1999, each executive
department and administrative office shall prepare and submit to the committee a
comprehensive repoft documenting its use of part{ime and temporary employees, other
than probationary and provisional employees, in the preceding calendar year.
Within 60 days of submission of the above reports, the committee shall make a
factual determination as to whether an ongoing, relatively stable and predictable body of
work on an annualized basis has been identified. lf the committee determines that such
a body of work exists, the committee may recommend: (1) the creation of any new parttime or full-time regular career service position(s), or (2) the filling of an existing vacant
career service position in which the work is being per-formed by a temporary or part-time
employee(s); or (S; the creation of a term-limited temporary employee position; or (4) the
cessation of the work. lf the committee identifies such a body of work, but the committee
does not make any of the recommendations described above, the deparlment must
discontinue the use of parl-time or temporary employees to perform that work. lf the
committee recommends creation of a regular career service position, but the executive
does not recommend or the council does not create such a position, the department shall
discontinue performance of the pertinent body of work by temporary or part-time
employees.
Any regular career service position created as a result of this process will be filled
by a competitive hiring process.
The reports of each department and of the commrttee and the records of their
proceedings shall be considered disclosable public records and ehall also be madc
available to the council upon request. (Ord. 12943 S 15, 1997).

3.124.040 Effect of exceeding threshold hours. Parl{ime and

temporary
employees, other than probationary, provisional and term-limited temporary employees,
who exceed the calendar year working hour thresholds set forth in the definitions contained
in K.C.C. 3.12 shall receive pay in lieu of benefits as provided in K.C.C. 3.12. Provided,
that exceeding the threshold hours does not confer career service status on any employee.

3,12A.050 Appeal procedure.
Part-time and temporary employees, other than probationary and provisional
employees, who exceed the calendar-year working-hour thresholds set forth in the
definitions contained in K.C.C. chapter 3.12may seek conversion of a body of work in which
they perform into a part-time or full-time regular career service position by appeal to the
committee. Conversion decisions shall be based on whether the work per-formed by the
employee is an ongoing, relatively stable, and predictable body of work that is half time or
more, even though the work was not perceived as such previously, and whether it should
be pedormed by a regular paft{ime or full-time career service employee. The committee
shall also decide, if the body of work does not warrant a career service position, whether
the position should be converted to a term-limited temporary employee position. The
committee shall determine whether the work performed by the employee shall:
1. Remain outside carccr scrvice as paft-time or temporary[;]
2, Be converted to a term-limited temporary employee position that receives
benefits[;] or
3. Re cnnvefted to a part{ime or firll-time regular career service position.
The committee shall make its determination within fofty-five days of the employee's
request. ln the event of a tie vote by the committee, where half the committee finds that
the body of work should be converted, the appealshall be deemed to have prevailed. The
committee shall make a recommendation to the executive for recommendation to the
council. The executive's recommendation shall be submitted to the council if the executive
decides the body of work should be performed by a career service employee and that
fufther position authority is required. lf the councildoes not approve the additional position,
the work shall promptly be discontinued and not per{ormed by temporary or parttime
employees.
lf the committee finds that the work performed by the employee should remain pafttime or temporary, the employee may appeal within ten days from the date of receipt of the
committee's finding by filing a notice of appeal with the committee. The committee shall
direct the appeal to be considered by a hearing examiner of the county or, at its option, the
committee may direct the appeal be considered by an independent, neutral arbitrator who
will make a final determination. The arbitrator shall be chosen by the director and the
appellant, and shall be paid by the employing deparlment or administrative office. The
hearing examiner's or arbitrator's decision shall be limited to either upholding the
committee's finding or overturning the committee's finding. The decision shall be based on
whether the work performed by the employee is an ongoing, relatively stable, and
predictable body of work and is half-time or more, under the same standards applicable to
the committee, or on whether the work meets the definition of term-limited temporary
position. Employees covered by a grievance procedure contained in a collective bargaining
agreement may elect either to use the grievance procedure, if the applicable collective
bargaining agreement permits it, or to use the appeal procedure described above, but not
both procedures.
lf the hearing examiner or arbitrator overturns the committee's findings, any new
career service or term-limited temporary position must be absorbed by the department
within its authorized position level, or within funds available for term-limrted temporary
position work, provided that the department may request additional position or budget
authority. The appealing employee will hre placed in the career service position as a
provisional appointee, with insured benefits and leave benefits, until a competitive hiring
process, which substantially takes into account and weighs the experience of the employee
performing the tasks of the position, is completed. lf the appealing employee is selected
for the position, the employee's start date will be the date of the provisional appointment
for all purposes, including seniority and/or a probationary period, except that those
employees covered by a collective bargaining agreement the date of the appointment shall

A.

be determined in accordance with the collective bargaining agreement or by the collective
bargaining process. lf the employee is placed in a term-limited temporary position, the
employee's start date will be the date of the [employee's]* appointment to the term-limited
temporary position for all purposes, except for those employees covered by collective
bargaining agreements, whose start date will be determined by the collective bargaining
agreement or by the collective bargaining agreement process.
B. Appeal Procedure For Term-Limited Temporary Employees. A term-limited

temporary employee who exceeds the employee's term may appeal to the committee to
have the body of work converled to a career service position. The committee shall decide
whether the body of work still warrants a term-limited temporary position designation or
should be converted to a career service position. lf a majority of the committee finds that
the body of work should continue as a term-limited temporary position, the employee may
appeal within ten days from the date of receipt of the committee's finding by filing a notice
of appeal with the committee. ln the event of a tie vote, the appeal shall be deemed to
prevail. The appeal process shall be the same as for part-time and temporary employees
(other than probationary and provisional employees), provided, however, if the employee
prevails in the appeal, the employee shall be placed in a career service position, not a
provisional appointment, and the employee shall not be required to serve a probationary
period. (Ord. 18618 S 90, 20'17: Ord, 12943 S 17, 1997).

nReviser's note: Added but not underlined in Ordinance 18618
S

90. See

K.C.C.

1.24.075_

3.12A.060 Termination. Nothing in this chapter shall restrict King County's ability
to terminate paft{ime and temporary employees who exceed the calendar year working
hour thresholds or term-limited temporary employees who exceed the calendar years
threshold setfotlh in the definitions contained in K.C.C. 3.12; provided, however, that if an
employee seeks conversion of their position by appeal to the committee, termination of that
employee for reasons related to the appeal shall be deferred until the conclusion of the
appeal process described herein. lf the employee's appeal is successful, the employee
shall not be terminated but rather be assigned to a position as required by the appeal
process described herein. (Ord. 12943 S 18, 1997),
3,12D DISCRIMINATION, HARASSMENT, AND INAPPROPRIATE CONDUCT

Sections:
3.12D.0'1 0

3.12D.020
3.12D.020

General policy - revision of policies, new policies, procedures and
training - training and communications options developmentaddressing power dynamics.
Biennial reports (in effect until April 1,2021, if contingencies in
Ordinance 19047, Section 59, are met).
Biennial reports (takes effect April I ,2021, if contingencies in
Ordinance 19U4/, Sectron 59, are met).

3.12D.010 General policy - revision of policies, new policies, procedures and
training - training and communications options development - addressing power
dynamics.
A. lt is the policy of King County to promote a respectful, nondiscriminatory work
environment, free of behavior that is illegal or contributes to interpersonal conflicts, poor
performance or poor morale. Therefore, King County prohibits discrimination and
harassment, including sexual harassment, and inappropriate conduct, toward any
employee on the basis of the employee's race, color, gender, age, creed, disability,

marital status, national origin, religion, pregnancy, gender identity or expression, domestic
violence victimization, sexual orientation, honorably discharged veteran or military status,
use of a service or assistive animal by a person with a disability, or any other status
protected by federal, state or local law. Additionally, King County prohibits retaliation of
any kind against anyone who in good faith reports incidents of harassment, discrimination
or inappropriate conduct.
B. The executive, assessor, director of elections, sheriff, council and prosecuting
attorney, shall revise their current policies or develop new policies, procedures and
training to prevent and respond to discrimination and harassment, including sexual

harassment, and inappropriate conduct. The policies, procedures and training shall be
developed in consultation with subject matter experts and employees and are intended
to promote respectful, nondiscriminatory work environments throughout the King County
govcrnment. The policies, procedures and training should reflect the recommendations
included in the Report of the Co-Chairs of the EEOC Select Task Force on the Study of
Harassment ln the Workplace. The pollcles and procedures shall include:
1. Definitions of discrimination and harassment, including sexual harassment,
and inappropriate conduct;
2. A clear and easy-to-understand nondiscrimination, antiharassment and
inappropriate conduct policy that includes:
a, a description of prohibited conduct, including examples;
b. a statement that the reporting system will provide a prompt, thorough and
impaftial investigation;
c. a statement that the identity of an individual who submits a report, a witness
who provides information regarding a reportand the subjectof the complaint, will be kept
confidential to the extent possible;
d. an assurance that King County will take prompt and proportionate corrective
action if it determines that harassment or discrimination has occurred;
e. an assurance that an individual who submits a report or a witness who
provides information regarding a repori will be protected from retaliation; and
f. a statement that any employee who retaliates against any individual who
submits a report or provides information regarding a report will be disciplined
appropriately;
3. A description of a reporting system for employees that encourages those who
experience workplace discrimination and harassment, including sexual harassment, and
inappropriate conduct as well as those who observe such behavior to report it. The
reporting system shall provide multiple options for reporting such behavior, including
county, state and federal reporting options, as well as an informal mechanism, sLrch as
the county's employee assistance program, that allows employees to make inquiries and
to resolve issues informally when appropriate;
4. Guidelines for how to handle a complaint. The guidelines should cover: how
to handle a complaint promptly, efiectively and in way that respects the vulnerability and
privacy of the individual reporting the incident, the application and limitations of
confidentiality; the legal duties required as an employer; and how to determine the
appropnate scope of the investrgatron process; and
5. A plan to require managers and supervisors to promote an inclusive and
respectfLrl workplace culture that is free of discrimination and harassment, including
sexual harassment, and inappropriate conduct, The executive, assessor, director of
elections, sheriff, council and prosecuting attorney, shall assist each manager and
supervisor within their depafiment with compliance with this subsection B.5. and evaluate
their progress and performance either independently or as part of the agency's
performance evaluation process.
C.1. The executive, assessor, director of elections, sheriff, council and prosecuting

attorney shall develop options, including cost information, to deliver training and
communications on the county's policies and procedures and on recognizing and
preventing discrimination and harassment, including sexual harassment, and
inappropriate conduct, and educating employees on the resources and procedures
available if such behavior is experienced or observed. Each option may be phased in
over time and shall.
a. address how the policies and procedures will be regularly communicated to
all employees, as well as to all new employees. Resources for employees to understand
the policy and procedures shall be easily locatable on-line;
b. include training to foster an equitable, respectful and inclusive workplace;
and

c.

include training for those handling complaints.
At least one of the training options must be a plan for a regular, interactive
training program that includes all of the following:
a. in-person or interactive on-line training;
b. a plan to address the specific needs of the county's workplaces, considering
risk factors of harassment and discrimination, including those identified in the Reporl of
the Co-Chairs of the EEOC Select Task Force on the Study of Harassment in the
Workplace, such as those with a disproportionate number of males among its employees
and youth employed in a workplace;
c. supervisor and manager training that specifically addresses power dynamics
and building a healthy workplace culture; and
d. a plan to partner with unions representing county employees in order for
unions to become aware of county policies and procedures and be encouraged to foster
an environment that is free from discrimination and harassment, including sexual
harassment, and inappropriate conduct.
D. The policies, procedures and training developed by the executive, assessor,
director of elections, sheriff, council and prosecuting attorney shall specifically address
the power dynamics involving staff and elected officials and how to respond to and
prevent discrimination, harassment, sexual harassment, and inappropriate conduct by
their elected officials. (Ord. 18757 S 2,2018).

2.

3.12D.020 Biennial reports (in effect until April 1,2021, if contingencies in
Ordinance 19047, Section 59, are met*). The executive, assessor, director of elections,
sheriff, council and prosecuting attorney shall report biennially on the number of workplace
discrtmination and harassment complaints, including sexual harassment, and inappropriate

conduct complaints and, when possible, informal inquiries, received by each department
each year. The repoft shall indicate the basis or bases of the complaint, which may be
race, color, gender, age, creed, disability, marital status, national origin, religion,
pregnancy, gender identity or expression, domestic violence victimization, sexual
orientation, honorably discharged veteran or military status, use of service or assistive
animal by a person with a disability, or any other status protected by federal, state or local
law. The office of clvil rights shall report on the number of unfair employment practrce
complaints filed, the basis or bases of the complaint, the number of investigaiions of unfair
employment practices in the repofting year and the number of findings that reasonable
cause exists to believe that an unfair employment practice occurred. The first report shall
be transmitted to the council by December 31,2019. All reporls underthis section shall be
in the form of a paper original and an electronic copy filed with the clerk of the council who,
who shall retain the original and provide an electronic copy to all councilmembers, the
council chief of staff and the policy staff director. (Ord. 18757 S 4, 2018).

*Reviser's note: "This ordinance takes effect April 1
,2021, but only if by that date
the executive has transmitted a status repoft on the status of the feasibility study as
required in this section, a feasibility study and recommendations establishing the
human and civil rights commission and a motion approving the feasibility study, and
a motion approving the feasibility study is passed by council. The motion should
reference the subject matter, this ordinance, ordinance section in both the title and
body of the motion. The executive should file the feasibility study and motion
required by this section by February 1,2021, in the form of a paper original and an
electronic copy with the clerk of the council, who shall retain the original and provide
an electronic copy to all councilmembers, the council chief of staff and the lead staff
for the law and justice committee, or its successor." (Ord. 19047 $ 59 (part)).

3.12D.020 Biennial reports (takes effect April 1 , 2021, if contingencies in
Ordinance 19047, Section 59, are met*). The executive, assessor, director of elections,
sheriff, council and prosecuting attorney shall report biennially on the nurnber of
wnrkplace discrimination and harassment complaints, inclr.rding sexural harassment, and
inappropriate conduct complaints and, when possible, informal inquiries, received by
each department each year. The report shall indicate the basis or bases of the complaint,
which may be race, color, gender, age, creed, disability, marital status, national origin,
religion, pregnancy, gender identity or expression, domestic violence victimization, sexual
orientation, honorably discharged veteran or military status, use of service or assistive
animal by a person with a disability, or any other status protected by federal, state or local
law. The human and civil rights commission shall report on the number of unfair
employment practice complaints filed, the basis or bases of the complaint, the number of
investigations of unfair employment practices in the reporting year and the number of
findings that reasonable cause exists to believe that an unfair employment practice
occurred. The first report shall be transmitted to the council by December 31, 20'19. All
reports under this section shall be in the form of a paper original and an electronic copy
filed with the clerk of the council who, who shall retain the original and provide an
electronic copy to all councilmembers, the council chief of staff and the policy staff
director. (Ord. 19047 S 15,2019: Ord. 18757 S 4, 2018).

*Reviser's note: "This ordinance takes effect April 1
,2021, but only if by that date
the executive has transmitted a status report on the status of the feasibility study as
required in this section, a feasibility study and recommendations establishing the
human and civil rights commission and a motion approving the feasibility study, and
a motion approving the feasibility study is passed by council. The motion should
reference the subject matter, this ordinance, ordinance section in both the title and
body of the motion. The executive should file the feasibility study and motion
required by this section by February 1,2021, in the form of a paper original and an
electronic copy with the clerk of the council, who shall retain the original and provide
an electronic copy to all councilmembers, the council chief of staff and the lead staff
for the law and justice committee, or its successor." (Ord. 19047 $ 59 (patt)).
3.12F FURLOUGHS
Sections:
3.12F.010
3.12F.020
3.12F.040

Definitions.
Proclamation of emergency budget crisis - ratification - powers notice.
Administration of furlough - duties - principles - filling of orders exceptions.

3.12F.050
3.'12F.060

Collective Bargaining position not affected
Reports.

3.12F.010 Definitions. The definitions in this section apply throughout this
chapter unless the context clearly requires otherwise.
A. "Budgetary furlough" has the same meaning as found in K.C.C. 3.12,010.
B. "Emergency budget crisis" or "financial emergency" means a circumstance in
which projected county revenues are determined to be insufficient to fully fund county
agency operations and significant cost savings must be achieved through reductions in
services and pay.
C, "Furlough day" has the same meaning as found in K.C.C. 3.12.0'10.
D. "Furloughed employee" has the same meaning as found in K.C,C, 3.12.010.
E. "Furlough administrator" means: the county executive for the executive
departments; the chair of the council for the legislative branch; the prosecutor for the office
of the prosecuting attorney; the presiding judges of the district and superior courts; the
sheriff for the sheriffs office; the assessor for the department of assessments; the director
of elections for the department of elections; the chair of the forecast council for the office of
economic and financial analysis; or the official or officials designated by that branch or unit
of county government.
F. "Furlough replacement time" means leave time that benefit-eligible
nonrepresented furloughed employees receive which is an amount equivalent to the time
that they were furloughed in 2009.
G. "Salaried employee" means an employee whose position is normally exempt
from wage and hours regulations. (Ord. 16788 S 2,2010: Ord. 16735 g 16, 2009: Ord.
'16391 '19, 2009: Ord. 16339 17, 2008).
$
S
3.12F.020 Proclamation of emergency budget crisis - ratification - powers notice.
A. Whenever the executive determines that an emergency budget crisis exists in
King County, the executive may proclaim in writing the existence of such an emergency.
The executive shall transmit a proclamation and proposed ratifying ordinance to the
council within seven days of the proclamation. A proclamation is effective only if ratified
by ordinance. A proclamation of an emergency budget crisis remains in effect for all or a
portion of one annual budget cycle.
B. Whenever the council determines that an emergency budget crisis exists in
King County, it may by ordinance declare the existence of such an emergency. A
declaration of an emergency budget crisis remains in effect for all or a portion of one
annual budget cycle.
C. Upon a proclaimed and ratified or declared emergency budget crisis, the
executive may.
1. Order a budgetary furlough, including the furlough of employees of the
executive branch and closure of county offices;
2. Order the reduction in hours or the closure of county ottrces on specrtrc days
associated with a budgetary furlough; or
3. Order any other actions relating to employees in K.C.C. Title 3.
D. lf an emergency budget crisis has been proclaimed and ratified or declared and
furlough days are ordered, the executive shall notify the public of days that county offices
are closed by posting the information on the county buildings or offices that are closed,
by posting a notice on the lnternet, by advertising in the official county newspaper and by
issuing press releases. (Ord. 16735 $ 17,2009: Ord. 16339 S 18,2008).

3.12F.040 Administration of furlough - duties - principles - filing of orders exceptions,
A.1, When a furlough administrator other than the executive has determined that
a budgetary furlough is necessary, the furlough administrator shall designate a person to
administer the budgetary furlough and to provide for the effective direction, control and
coordination of a budgetary furlough in a manner to preserve county functions.
2. The county administrative officer shall be responsible for budgetary furlough
administration in the executive branch and shall provide for the effective direction, control
and coordination of a budgetary furlough in a manner to preserve county functions.
B. ln order to achieve budget savings, a furlough administrator may implement a
budgetary furlouglr for desigrrated nonrepresented enrployees, atrd inrpletnent reduciions
in operating and office hours, closure of offices or departments or reductions in levels of
operations or service. A furlough administrator shall seek and document the views of
affected nonrepresented employees when determining whether and how to implement a
budgetary furlough.

C, lf a furlough administrator directs reductions in operating and office hours,
closures of offices or departments or reductions in levels or service that result in
budgetary furloughs for represented employees, the executive shall fulfill all applicable
bargaining obligations with labor unions representing the employees in those
departments before the implementation of a furlough.
D. ln administering a budgetary furlough, the following principles should apply:
1. An employee who is furloughed should be notified of furlough in writing when
possible, although any reasonable notice is permissible;
2. During a furlough period, a furloughed employee remains a King County
employee subject to K.C.C. chapter 3.04;
3. A furloughed employee shall not volunteer to do what the county otherwise pays
any employee to do;
4. Medical, dental, vision and any other insured benefits shall remain in effect for
a furloughed benefit-eligible employee during a furlough period;
5. A furloughed employee shall not be eligible to take or be paid for vacation or
sick leave on a budgetary furlough day. The furlough administrator may designate that
paid vacation leave is available for the following employees:
a. those employees earning equal or less than two times the federal poverty
index; and
b. those employees enrolled in the Public Employees' Retirement System or
the city of Seattle retirement systems who submit to the chief administrative officer or the
furlough administrator a letter of intent to retire during the succeeding two calendar years;
and

6. A salaried employee is considered an hourly employee for each week in which
the employee observes one or more furlough days and must track and report the
employee's hours and follow standard hourly work practices.
E. Benefit-eligihle nonrepresented employees fitrloughed in 2009 will receive the
equivalent of the time on furlough in furlough replacement time. ln administering furlough
replacement time for benefit-eligible nonrepresented employees, the following principles
apply:

1. Furlough replacement time may not be provided to employees when the
county is in an officially declared and council-sanctioned emergency budget crisis;
2. One half of the furlough replacement time will be awarded in the first year
following an emergency budget crisejs and one half of the furlough replacement time will
be awarded in the second year following an emergency budget crisis, unless the county
is in an officially declared and council sanctioned financial emergency;

3. Furlough replacement time must be used by the employee in the year that it
is issued to the employee. An employee who was not employed by King County in 2009
shall not receive furlough replacement time. An employee who left King County
employment before April 1 1,2010, shall not receive furlough replacement time. Furlough
replacement time may not be carried over to another calendar year, it may not be cashed
out, it has no cash value and it may not be donated; and
4. The furlough administrator must provide for the effective direction, control and
coordination of furlough replacementtime. (Ord. 18618 S 91,2017'. Ord. 16788 S 3,2010'.
Ord. 16735 S 19,2009: Ord. 16339 S 20, 2008).
3.12F.050 Collective bargaining position not affected. No provision of this
chapter affects the collective bargaining position of the exclusive bargaining
representatives of any employee or of the county. (Ord. 16339 S 21, 2008).
3.12F.060 Reports.
A. ln any year for which an emergency budget crisis has been proclaimed and ratified
or declared, or for which any furlough administrator orders budgetary furlough days, the
furlough administrator shall provide the council with a report of the implementation plan for
the budget furlough by January 30. The report shall include:
1 , Efforts to notify the public of the budget furlough and the closure of county offices
or sites;

2. The number of employees who have been furloughed;
3, The length of the furlough;
4. The number of employees exempted from the furlough and the reasons

for the

exemption,

5. The anticipated

budget savings from the furlough;
of the furlough on both worklpad and service to the public

6. The anticipated effects

and other county agencies; and
7. A summary of input received from nonrepresented employees on whether and
how to implement a budgetary furlough.
B. A furlough administrator who orders a budget furlough shall provide the council
with a report on the effects of the furlough by June 30 of the furlough year. The report shall
contain the same information required by subsection A. of this section.
C. The reports required by this section must be filed in electronic format and in the
form of twelve paper copies with the clerk for the council, who shall retain the original and
fonruard the paper copies to each councilmember and the chief of staff. (Ord. '16735 S 20,
200e).

3.125 VOLUNTARY SEPARATION PROGRAM
Sections:

3.125.010

Program authorized

-

requirements - eligibility

3.125.010 Program authorized - requiromcnts - oligibility.
A. The executive is hereby authorized to establish a program in agencies identified
by the executive that incentivizes retirement-eligible employees to voluntarily leave
county employment, but only if:

1. The voluntary separation program will enable the agency to avoid a budget
shortfall that would result in program cuts or reductions in force, or the voluntary
separation program will result in labor cost savings, and

2, The agency will not flll the separating employee's position or will fill the position
at a lower wage rate that is expected to result in a net twenty percent annual salary cost
savings.
B. The executive is further authorized to enter into or extend agreements with
labor organizations
provide the same incentive program as provided for
nonrepresented employees under this chapter. lf such an agreement addresses no other
subject or additional terms, it shall have the force of law upon execution by the pafties,
without enactment by ordinance.
C. ln order to be eligible for the program, the employee must have at least five
years of county service, must not be a temporary employee and must be eligible to apply
for a pettsiotr frotl tlre Law Errforcetnetrt Officers and Firefiglrters Retirement System,
Public Employees Retirement System, Public Safety Employees Retirement System or
the city of Seattle Retirement Plan, before Decenrber 31 of tlre calerrdar year irr which the

to

employee applies for the program. While the employee must be retirement-eligible and
must separate from the county, the employee need not actually begin drawing a pension
to bo considered eligible for the program. An employee who has resigned, rctircd or
submitted written notification of the employee's intent to do so before the employee's
employing agency has announced its intention to participate in the program, is ineligible
to participate in the program.
D. Participation in the program by employees is entirely voluntary.
E. As a financial incentive, the county shall pay to currently employed, retirementeligible employees who request, and are authorized by the executive, to voluntarily
separate from county service, a one-time payment equal to twenty-six-weeks of the
Washington state employment security department's maximum weekly unemployment
benefit amount in effect as of January 1 of each calendar year. This onetime payment
amount issued to the eligible participant will be in the amount effective for the year the
participant was approved for the program and separates from the county. For part-time
employees, this one-time payment will be prorated based on the percentage that
employee works as measured against a fulltime employee,
F. The program shall require that participating employees enter into a written
agreement with King County that sets forth the terms and conditions of their voluntary
separation, including but not limited to:
1. Any employee approved to participate in the program must leave county
employment by written resignation or retirement no later than December 31 of the year in
which the employee applies for the program. Agencies may establish deadlines and
procedures, which may vary by agency for employee participation in the program;
2. The employee will not seek reemployment with the county in any county
position,
3. The employee agrees that the employee is not eligible for, and will not apply
for, unemployment compensation and signs a waiver of any claim for unemployment
compensation; and
4. The employee must sign a waiver or release of any claim under the Age
Discrimination in Employment Act and the Older Worker Benefit Protection Act.
G. The executive's approval of any employee request to participate in the program
is discretionary, and consideration will be given to the impact to service delivery, retention
of a skilled employee or employees, cost of refilling a position or positions, shorl-term and
long-term budget savings and the employee's length of service with the county.
H. All decisions to approve or deny the requests of individual employees to
participate in the program shall be in writing and shall report the savings impacts, either
short-term or long-term or both, if the request is approved or denied. Decisions to approve
or deny a request shall not be the subject of a grievance.

l. The executive shall include, as paft of the program, a clear designation of who
is authorized in each agency to approve or deny employee requests to participate in the
program, Employees of agencies headed by elected officials, other than the executive,
are ineligible to participate in the program unless their request is approved by both the
executive and the head of the applicable agency. (Ord. 18696 S 2,2018)
3.13A DEPARTMENT OF ADULT DETENTIONSections:
3.'134.060 Training - Correction officers

3.13A.060 Training - Corrections officers. The department of adult detention
shall operate in accordance with the following policies:
A. An initial 120 hours of training will be provided after appointment in which the
new corrections officer will be assigned to the training supervisor and will not be available
for regular shift assignment. During this initial training period, the new corrections officer
will be trained in the field of adult detention and corrections with attention given to the
procedures and policies of the county jail.
B, Newly hired corrections officers will receive training as required by the State of
Washington. (Ord. 9684 S 1, 1990).

3.14

CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION

*Renamed department of adult and juvenile detention in Ordinance 14561 8, 2002.
S

Sections:
3.14.010

3.14.020
3.'14.030

3.14.040

Powers assigned.
Removals, suspensions, and demotions
Secretary/chief exa m ner.
Rules and regulations.
i

3.14.010 Powers assigned. The powers and duties of the sheriffs civil service
commission under chapter 41.14 RCW are hereby assigned to the depaftment of human
resources exceptthose powers and duties setforth in RCW 41.14.120. (Ord. 18793 S 18,
2018: Ord. 12014 S 46, '1995).

3.14.020 Removals, suspensions, and demotions. The sheriffs civil service
commission shall continue to hear and decide cases regarding removals, suspensions, and
demotions as provided in RCW 41.14.120. (Ord. 8179 S 2, 1987).
3.14.030 Secretary/chief examiner. The position of secretary/chief examiner of
the sheriffs civil service commission is hereby abolished as of January 1, 1996. Any
functions that have heretofore been performed by the secretaryichief examiner are hereby
assigned to the director of the depaftment of human resources, (Ord. 18793 5 19,2018'.
Ord, 12014 S 47,1995).

3.14.040 Rules and regulations,
Rules and regulations for the administration of the sheriffs personnel system
shall be adopted and amended by the county council by ordinance. The director of the
department of human resources is directed to promulgate administrative guidelines for the
purpose of implementing such rules and regulations and the requirements of chapter 41.14

A.

RCW.

B. Except to the extent they are inconsistent with the provisions of this chapter,
the current rules and regulations of the sheriffls civil service commission, which are on
file with the clerk of the council, are hereby incorporated by this reference and made a
pafl hereof and adopted for the administration of the sheriffs personnel system. The
executive shall review such rules and regulations and report periodically to the council
proposing such amendments thereto as may be appropriate to bring such rules into
substantial conformance with general county personnel rules insofar as permitted by
chapter 41,14 RCW. (Ord. 18793 S 20,2018: Ord. 12014 S 48, 1995).

3.15

PAY PLAN AND CLASSIFICATIONS OF POSITIONS

Sections:
3.15.005
3.15.020

Definitions

3.15.170

Procedures-schedule of pay ranges-salary schedule- within-range
pay irrcreases.
Cla.ssification plan.
Redassification and reassignment of pay ranges.
Classification changes.
Designations or professional licenses.
Administration.
Confirmation,
Courl Commissioners and Administrators.
Minimum wages.
Salary limitations.
Pay on initial employment.
Pay on promotion.
Assignment to special duty.
Working out of classification.
Biweekly pay cycle - transition,
Biweekly pay cycle - transition payments.
Biweekly pay cycle - transition payment amount.

3.1 5,1 80

repayment by

s.1 5.025
3.'1

5.030

3.'15.040

3.15.050
3.15.060
3.15.070
3.15.080
3.1 5.1 00
3.15,1 10

3.'1s.120
3.1 5.1 30
3.1 5.1 40
3.1 5.1 45
3.'1 5.1 50
3.1 5.1 60

3.15.200

Biweekly pay cycle - transition payment amount
deductions - recourse.
Chapter not a contract.

*

3,15.005 Definitions, The definitions in K.C.C. 3.12.010 apply to this chapter
(Ord. 14233 S 3, 2001).

3.15.020 Procedures-schedule of pay ranges-salary schedule-withinrange pay increases. This section applies to all positions in the executive branch,
noncommissioned positions in the office of the sheriff and the department of assessments
allocated to a classification approved by the council.
A. 'l Except as othenruise provided by ordinance, the schedule of pay ranges shall
consist of nlnety-nine pay ranges, each containing ten steps as approved by ordinance
annually.
2. On a continuing three-year cycle, the executive shall assess market conditions
and determine whether to make adjustments, if any, to pay ranges assigned to existing
classifications.
B.1. The director may reassign pay ranges to existing classifications.
2. When the director adjusts the pay range of a classification, the incumbent
employee shall be placed at the same step in the new pay range as the employee was in
the previous pay range.

.

3. lmplementation of any pay range adjustment shall be prospective and shall take
effect at the staft of the pay period following the approval by the director or, if required by
K.C.C. 3.15.040, by the appropriate council committee.
C. Consistent with K.C,C. 3.12.350, the director shall establish guidelines for pay
increases in accordance with the following.
1. Employees may receive within-range increases from one step to the next higher
step upon satisfactory completion of the probationary period. All probationary-period pay
increases must be supported by documented pedormance appraisal. Probationary-period
pay increases exceeding Step 5 must have prior written approvals by the department
director and the director. When a division of human resources employee completes the
employee's probationary period, the county administrative officer must provide prior written
approval for probationary-period pay increases exceeding Step 5;
2, Employees may be eligible to receive increases annually in accordance with the
following principles:
a. An incentive increase must be supported by an annual documented
pedormance appraisal approved by the department director and the documented
performance appraisal must be maintained in the employee's personnel file. lncentive
increases shall be prospective only and shall be effective on January 1 following the year
on which the appraisalwas based;
b. For employees currently in Steps 1 through 4 in the pay range, the appointing
authority may grant an increase of a single step for standard performance and may grant
an increase exceeding a single step for above-standard or outstanding performance, as
defined by the director;
c. For employees currently in Steps 5 through 7 in the pay range, the appointing
authoriiy may grant an increase of one or more steps for above-standard performance; and
d, For employees currently in Steps B ihrough g in the pay range, the appointing
authority may grant an increase of one step, not to exceed the top of the pay range, for
outstandin g performance,
3. An appointing authority may grant an employee incentive pay up to five percent
above the top step of the range for a period of twelve months, if all of the following
conditions are met:
a. the employee is not a department director;
b. the employee has been at the top step of the prior or current range for two
years before the award of the increase; and
c. the employee has demonstrated continuous outstanding performance;
4. All incentive increases are subject to the availability of funds. Within-range
incentive increases are not automatic but shall be given only upon the written direction of
the appointing authority, as defined in K.C.C. 3.12.010.8., within the guidelines established
bythe director. (Ord.'18727 517,2018: Ord. 18635 S 17,2017: Ord. 18618 g 92,2017:
Ord. 14801 $ 3,2003: Ord. 14233 S 4,200'1: Ord. 14012 g 1,2000: Ord. 12014 S 50,
1 ees).
3.15.025 Classification plan.

A. The director of the depadment of human resources shall develop and

maintain

a classification plan for all positions within the career service system. The plan shall provide

that all positions that are substantially similar as to kind, difficulty and responsibility of work
are included in the same classification.
B. The classification plan should set forlh for each career service classification a
title, a definition, distinguishing characteristics, representative examples of work and the
knowledge and skills necessary to perform the work.

C. The director of the department of human resources should, on a continuing threeyear cycle, review the classification plan, and may add, combine, abolish or revise the
specifications or establish new classifications, as provided in K.C.C. 312.A4A.
D. Whenever reorganization, change in job content or council action causes the
duties of a position to change, or a position appears to have been incorrectly classified, the

director of the department of human resources may reclassify the position to a more
appropriate classification. (Ord. 18791 S 21,2018: Ord. 14801$ 7,2003: Ord. 12014 S
51, 1995. Formerly K.C.C. 3.15.045).
3.15.030 Reclassifications and reassignment of pay ranges.
A. The director may reclassify any position to an existing or new classification,
B. An enrployee or a group of employees may request tlrat a position or
group of positions be reclassified for the following reasons:
1. The employee's position is not assigned to the appropriate
claseification;

2. A significant or gradual change has occurred in the employee's ongoing duties or responsibilities over a period of at least one-year; or
3. A departmental reorganization or council action has caused the duties
of the position to change,
C. Group reclassifications may be submitted if all of the employees'
positions are in the same classification in the same section of a division. The
director shall evaluate each position individually, reserving the right to place
ind ivid ual positions into different classifications.
D. An employee is not eligible to submit a reclassification request if:
1. lt has been less than twelve months since the date of a previous
classification determination for the position;
2. The employee is on probation;
3. The employee is on a performance improvement plan; or
4. The employee is asking for the reclassification of a special duty
position.
E. When the director reclassifies a position to a higher classification, the
pay rate of the incumbent employee shall be increased to the first step of the pay
range of the new classification or the step that is at least five percent above the
former rate of pay, whichever is greater.
F. When the director reclassifies a position to a lateral classification, the
pay rate of the incumbent employee shall remain at the same step of the pay range.
G. When the director reclassifies a position to a lower classification, the
pay rate of the incumbent employee shall be the highest step in the new pay range
that does not exceed the employee's current pay rate.
H. A pay increase as a result of a reclassification may not exceed the top
step of the new range, unless the employee's former pay includes above-Step-'10
incentive pay. lf the employee's former pay includes an above-Step-'10 incentive
pay, the employee's new pay is calculated upon the above-Step-'10 amount. lf the
increase from reclassification results in pay that is above the top step of the new
range, the pay shall be reduced to the top step of the new range at the end of the
incentive period, unless the employee requalifies for an above-Step-10 incentive
award.
l. lmplementation of a reclassification and any related pay change shall be
effective at the starl of the pay period following receipt of the completed
reclassification request form at the department of human resources, except a
reclassification to a lower pay grade shall be effective at the start of the pay period
at least thirty calendar days after notification of the classification determination

from the department of human resources.
J. A reclassified employee shall not serve a probationary period in the new
classification.
K.1. When an employee's position is reclassified retroactively into a
classification with a different Fair Labor Standards Act of '1938 status, the change
in status shall be prospective only.
2, When an employee's position is reclassified from a Fair Labor
Standards Act of 1938 exempt classification to a Fair Labor Standards Act of 1938
non-exempt classification, the employee will be paid overtime pay from the date of
the reclassification decision.
3. When an employee's position is reclassified from a Fair Labor
Standards Act of 1938 non-exempt classification to a Fair Labor Standards Act of
1938 exempt classification, the employee shall receive a cash out of all accrued
compensatory time. (Ord. 18793 S 22,2018: Ord. 18727 S 18, 2018: Ord. 14801
$ 4, 2003: Ord. 12014 $ 52, 1995).

3.15.040 Classification changes. The director of the depaftment of human
resources may abolish, amend or create new classifications, except as provided in this
section. The assignment or reassignment of pay ranges to a classification or classifications
is subjectto K.C.C.3.15.020. A requestforthe creation of any classification applicable to
regular exempt positions, as defined in K.C.C. 3.12,010, or any pay range adjustments for
classifications exceeding Range 54 or movements of four or more pay ranges for an
existing classification or any pay range adjustment affecting two or more classifications in
a classification series, shall be filed with the clerk of the council for distribution to the chair
of the labor, operations and technology committee, or its successor committee, and
confirmed by the committee before implementation. (Ord. 18793 S 23, 20'18: Ord. 14801
$ 5,2003: Ord.7996 S 10, 1987: Ord.7394 S 10, 1985: Ord.6627 S 15, '1983: Ord.6'142
$ 11,1982: Ord.5443 $ 10, 1981: Ord.4871 $ 12, 1980: Ord.4160 S 11,1979'. Ord.
3632S11,1978'. Ord.3083 I12, 1977, Ord.2685$12,'1976: Ord.2277 $11, 1975:
Ord.2179 S'11, 1974. Ord, 1892S 11, 1974: Ord. 1780$4, 1973: Ord. 1282S5, 1972).
3.15.050 Designations or professional licenses. An employee who has a valid
Washington State Professional Civil Engineering license, a registered architect's license or

a professional designation of CPA, MAl, RM, SSA, CPM or

SRA/VA, shall be paid an
additional twenty-five dollars per month if such designation or professional license is a
requirement of the job assignment. (Ord.7996 S 11,1987'. Ord.7394 $ 11, 1985: Ord.
6627 S 16, '1983: Ord.6142 $ 12, 1982: Ord, 5443 $ 11, 1981: Ord.4871 $ 13, '1980:
Ord.4160S 12,1979'. Ord.3632S 12, 1978: Ord.3083S 13,1977'. Ord.2685$ 13,'1976:
Ord.2277 S12, 1975: Ord.2179S12,1974', Ord.'1892S12,1974'. Ord. 1780S3, 1973).

3.15.060 Administration. The administration of the pay provisions setforth herein
will be the responsibility of the county executive. (Ord.7996 S 12, 1987: Ord.7394 S'12,
1985: Ord. 6627 S 17,1983'. Ord.6142 S 13, 1982: Ord. 5443 S 12,1981: Ord. 4871 S
14, 1980: Ord. 4'160 S 13, 1979: Ord. 3632 S 13, 1978: Ord. 3083 S 14,1977'. Ord. 2685
S 14, 1976: Ord.2277 513, 1975: Ord.2179 S 13,1974'. Ord. 1892 S 13, 1974', Ord.
1282 S 6,1e72)

3.15.070 Confirmation. Pay range assignments shall be subject to confirmation
by ordinance by the King County council at least annually. (Ord. 7996 $ 13, 1987: Ord.
7394 S 13, 1985: Ord.6627 $ 18, 1983: Ord.6142514, 1982'. Ord.5443 $ 13, 1981:
Qrd.4871S15, 1980: Ord.4160S14,1979'.Ord.3632S14, 1978: Ord.3083S15,1977:

ord.2685S 15, 1976: ord.2277 514,1975' ard.2179 S14, 1974'. ord.1892S 14,1974
Ord. 128257,1972).
3.15.080 Couft Commissioners and Administrators.
Effective September 1, 1987 the annual salary for the Superior Court
Commissioners shall be ninety-five (95%) per cent of that set by law for Superior Courl
Judges. The Superior Court Administrator's salary will be determined by the Superior Courl
Judges at ninety-five (95%) per cent of that set for Superior Court Commissioners.
B. Effective September 1, 1987, the annual salary for the District Courl
Administrator shall be g0 (90%) per cent of that set by law for the District Court Judges.
(ord. 8299, 1987).

A.

3.15.100 Minimum wages.

A, No employee of the county working full-time, part{ime or temporary shall be paid
a[ arty rate less than that mandated by Klng County ordinance or t'ederal or state law,
whichever is higher.

B. No contractor or subcontractor doing business with the county or furnishing
workers or services in connection thereof shall pay any employee performing any work for
such business with the county less than that mandated by King County ordinance or state
law, whichever is higher. (Ord. 17909 92,2014: Ord. '12014 S 53, 199S)
3.15.110 Salary limitations. Except for annual step incentive increases provided
for in this chapter or as othenvise provided by ordinance, no employee's salary shall be
greater than the amount applicable to the top step of the pay range assigned to the
employee's classification. (Ord. 12014 S 54, 1995).
3.15.120 Pay on initial employment.
New county employees shall start at the first step of the pay range. lf
necessary for recruitment, however, a department director may authorize an offer of a
higher pay step.
2. At least one of the following criteria must be met to hire an employee above
the first step:
a. The candidate's education and experience are significantly above the
minimum requirements for the position;
b. The candidate has an especially desirable skill, talent, knowledge or ability;
c. The candidate has a current salary that is above the first step of the of the
salary range; or
d. The candidate has a competing written, formal offer of employment that is
above the first step of the salary range.
3. lf a department director determines it is necessary to hire an employee above
the first step, a copy of the appointment letter, together with a statement of the reason for
hiring the employee above the first step, mlrst he provided to the director of the
department of human resources at the time of hire.
B. The director of the department of human resources may approve the hiring of
an employee above Step 5. ln such cases, the director of the department of human
resources must issue prior written approval to the department director and send a copy
of the written notification to the executive. (ord. 18793 S 24,2018 ord. 18635 S 18,
2017'. Ord.14B01 $ 9, 2003: Ord. 14233 S 5, 2001).

A.1.

3.15.130 Pay on promotion.

A. lf a promotion results

from something other than a reclassification, the pay rate

of the incumbent employee shall be increased to the first step of the pay range of the new

classification or the step that is at least five percent above the former rate of pay,
whichever is greater. The promoted employee may be placed at a higher step in the pay
range if the employee's department director determines the action is warranted, if the
criteria and procedures in K.C.C. 3.'15.120 are met and if funds are available in the
agency.
B. A pay increase as a result of a promotion may not exceed the top step of the
new range, unless the employee's former pay includes an above-Step-10 amount as a
result of an incentive increase. lf the employee's former pay includes above-Step-10
incentive pay, the employee's new pay is calculated upon the above-Step-'10 amount. lf
the increase from a promotion results in pay that is above the top step of the new range,
the pay shall be reduced to the top step of the new range at the end of the incentive period
unless the employee requalifies for an above-Step-10 incentive award.
C. lmplementation of a promotion and any related pay change shall be prospective
and is effective when the promotion is approved by the director. (Ord. 18727 S '19, 2018:
Ord. 14801 $ 10, 2003: Ord. 14233 S 6,2001),
3.15.140 Assignment to special duty.
A.1. A department director and, when required, the director of the department of
human resources may assign an employee in a regular position to an existing higherlevel classification for a limited term when the higher-level duties and responsibilities
comprise the majority of the work performed for a minimum of thirty calendar days.
2. Temporary employees, including term-limited temporary employees, are not
eligible for special duty assignments.
B. Depending upon the type of special duty assignments needed for business
operations, special duty assignments may be made for up to a maximum of five years.
1 . Assignments may be approved for up to a term of twelve months if authorized
in advance by the department director to backflll for a vacant regular position, or to provide
additional staffing needed:
a. due to work that exceeds either the volume or complexity, or both, than what
is routinely expected, but the work is of a limited duration;
b. due to work that is unanticipated due to unique circumstances that are not
expected to reoccur, or
c. to either develop or implement, or both, a new function, system or proposal.
2. Assignments may be approved for up to a term of up to three years if
authorized in advance by the director to perform a significant or substantial body of work,
such as a nonroutine project or work related to the initiation or cessation of a county
function, project or department.
3. Assignments may be approved for up to a term of five years if authorized in
advance in writing by the director.
a. to backfill a regular position, when:
(1) an employee is absent because of an extended leave of absence for a
medical reason;
(2) an employee is absent because of military service; or
(3) an cmploycc is abscnt bccausc of a spccial duty or another assignment;
and
b. to staff or backfill staff on a clearly defined grant-funded, capital improvement
or information systems technology project.
4. A special duty backfill assignment may not exceed the term of the incumbent
employee's absence.
5. Special duty assignments to salaried classifications shall be made in full-week
increments, from Saturday through Friday.
6. An employee's special duty assignment shall end when management

becomes aware that the employee's absence will exceed thirty calendar days or at the
conclusion of a thirty-day absence, whichever occurs first.
C. A special duty assignment must be made in writing to the employee before the
beginning of the assignment. The written notice must provide the classification title and
description and must list the specific duties that the employee is to perform and the
duration of the assignment. The written notice must also include a statement that the
assignment does not confer on the employee any new privilege, right of appeal, right of
position, transfer, demotion, promotion or reinstatement. A special duty assignment may
be revoked at any time at the discretion of the appointing authority. Special duty pay may
not be assigned retroactively.
D. The specialduty increase shall be to the first step of the pay range of the higherlevel job classification or a flat five percent above the base rate of pay, whichever is
greater.
E. lf the employee was receiving above-Step-10 incentive pay, the pay for the
special duty assignment is calculated using the incentlve pay and rnay result in incentive
pay while in the special duty assignment.
F. While on special duty assignment, the employee shall continue to be
eligible for step increases in the employee's regular position. lf the employee is at
Step-10 in the employee's regular position, the employee shall be eligible for step
increases in the special duty classification.
G. Any accrued compensatory time shall be cashed out before an hourly
employee begins a salaried special duty assignment, and before an employee in an
hourly special duty assignment returns to a salaried regular position.
H. When the special duty assignment is completed, the employee's pay shall
revert to the pay rate the employee would have received if the employee had not been
assigned to special duty.
L Special duty pay shall not be considered paft of an employee's base pay rate
for purposes of placement within a salary range as a result of promotion or
reclassification, for purposes of cashing out vacation or sick leave or when making
vacation or sick leave donations.
J. When the special duty assignment is hourly, the employee's special duty
pay will be used for the computation of overtime and compensatory time.
K. lf the special duty position is converted to a regular position and the
employee who served in the special duty position is hired into the regular position,
the time served in the special duty position will count toward any required
probationary period. lf the time served in the special duty position was longer than
the required probationary period, the employee's probationary period shall be
considered served.
L. The executive shall notify the council each year in writing of the total number of
county employees on special duty assignment by department. The executive shall file a
paper original and electronic copy of each memorandum with the clerk of the council, who
shall retain the original and provide an electronic copy to all councilmembers and the lead
staff for the government accountability and oversight committee or its successor. (Ord.
18i93 $ 25,2018: Ord.'18/2/ 5 2U,2018', Ord. 1i020 tj 2,2011'. Ord. 14801 $'11,
2003: Ord. 14233 S 7, 2001).

3.15.145 Working out of classification.
For the purposes of this section, "working out of classification" means
an employee in a regular position is assigned in writing some or all of the duties of
a higher-paid classification for a period of less than thirly calendar days.
B. Working-out-of-classification assignments must occur in full day or full
shift increments.

A.

C. While working out of classification, the employee shall receive a flat five
percent pay premium. Any overtime the employee earns while working out of
classification shall include the five percent premium. Paid leaves taken while an
employee is working out of classification shall not include the pay premium.
D. lf a working-out-of-classification assignment exceeds twenty-nine
consecutive calendar days, the assignment shall be prospectively converted to a
special duty assignment. (Ord. 18727 S 21, 2018).

3.15.150 Biweekly pay cycle - transition. County officers and employees
currently paid on a semimonthly pay cycle shall be transitioned to a biweekly pay cycle in
one or more groups on or after January 1, 2011 , The biweekly payroll process shall
provide that county officers and employees receive their compensation not later than
thirteen days following the end of each two-week pay period for services rendered during
that pay period. (Ord. 16818 $ 1, 2010).

3.15.160 Biweekly pay cycle - transition payments.
A, When a county officer or employee's payroll is transitioning from a semimonthly
pay cycle to a biweekly pay cycle, the executive is authorized to allow county officers and
employees the option to elect to receive a transition payment, as set forth in K.C.C.
3.15.'170, if they meetthe qualifications in subsection B. of this section.
B. County officers and employees who meet the following qualifications, on the
date or dates selected by the county administrative officer are eligible to elect a transition
payment. Eligible county officers and employees are those who:
1. Are eligible for leave and insured benefits as provided for in K.C.C.3.12.040,
2. Are not serving a probationary period, unless the probationary period is due
promotion,
demotion or lateral transfer'
to
3. Are in a paid status;
4. Are employed in a position that is scheduled to be funded and filled for
approximately one year after the date or dates selected by the county administrative
officer;
5. Have elected to receive the transition payment by the date or dates selected
by the county administrative officer; and
6. Have agreed and, if applicable, whose spouse or state registered domestic
partner have agreed, in wdting, to repay the county for the amount of the transition
paymentas setforlh in section 4 of this Ordinance. (Ord. 17174 51,2011: Ord. 16818
s 2, 2010).

3.15.170 Biweekly pay cycle - transition payment amount. The amount of the
transition payment for an eligible employee shall be equivalent to the dollar amount
reached by multiplying the employee's base rate of pay by the number of standard work
hours in one work week, not inclusive of overtime. ln calculating the transition payment,
an employee's base rate of pay excludes any type of premium pay. Excluded premium
payments include but are not limited to payments for shift differential, certification, merit,
or any other typc of additional pay. (Ord. 16818 $ 3, 2010).

3.15.180 Biweekly pay cycle - transition payment amount - repayment by
deductions - recourse.

A. Repayment of the transition amount shall be made to the county no later than
the end of the fiscal year within which the transition amount was paid. The repayment
shall be by deductions from the employee's paychecks in equal installments. lf
repayment by payroll deductions is insufficient, the outstanding balance shall be paid in
full by a payment directly to the county by the employee, or if applicable, the employee's

spouse or state registered domestic partner. lf an employee leaves county employment
before completion of repayment of the full transition payment amount, the outstanding
balance shall be paid in full by the following methods:
1. A deduction from the final paycheck owed to the employee when the employee
leaves employment; and if further payment is owed, then by
2. A deduction from any other payment owed to the employee; and if further
payment is owed, then by
3. A payment directly to the county by the employee or, if applicable, the
employee's spouse or state registered domestic partner.
B. lf the deductions or payments under this section do not pay the full outstanding
balance, the county reserves the right to refer any unpaid amount to a collection agency
orto pursue otherlegal meansforrepayment. (Ord. 17174 S 2,2011. Ord. 16818 S4,
2010).

3.15.200 Chapter lroI a corrtract. This clrapter does not constitute an express
or implied contract. lt is a general statement nf cnrrnty policy that cannotform the basis
of a private right of action. (Ord. '14801 S 12, 2003).
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3.16.010 Bargaining agent designated.
ln accordance with Sections 890 and B9B of the King County Charter, the King
County executive is designated bargaining agent for King County, except as provided in
subsection B. of this section.
8,1. The sheriff is the designated bargaining agent of the county on all deparlment
of public safety matters except for compensation and benefits for employees of the
depaftment of public safety. The county executive is the designated bargaining agent on
compensation and benefits for employees of the deparlment of public safety.
2. The sheriff and the executive shall consult and collaborate with each other in
advance of collective bargalning negotiations with representatives of the employees ot the
depafiment of public safety. The sheriff and the executive shall identify respective areas
of bargaining authority, the positions to be taken on issues expected to arise during
collective bargaining and other matters that have the potential to affect collective
bargaining. The sheriff and the executive shall make a good faith effort, including meeting
if necessary, to resolve any disagreements between them concerning such matters.
3. lf the sheriff and the executive are unable to resolve any such disagreements,
the sheriff and the executive shall promptly submit to each councilmember a confidential,
detailed, joint written report describing the disagreement.

A.

4.
language

Neither the executive nor the sheriff may propose or agree to the inclusion of

in any collective bargaining

agreement, memorandum

of

agreement or

memorandum of understanding concerning employees of the department of public safety
without conferring with each other, except regarding compensation and benefits. (Ord.
17233S 2, 2011: Ord. 197 S 1, 1969).

3.16.012 Mission. The mission of the council and the bargaining agentshall be to
develop labor relations policy and other policies affecting county employees in accordance
with the following principles and consistent with the philosophy, objectives and guidelines
found in King County council Motion 9182:
A, Provide a positive climate in King County government where employees feel their
contributions are valued, their ideas are heard and their desires to serve the public are
fulfilled.
B. Help county employees view King County government as a desirable place to
work and as a place where the public business is conducted in a cost-etfective manner.
C. Allow the council an adequate and meaningful oppoftunity to provide policy
direction to the bargaining agent before the collective bargaining process begins.
D. Cause King County management to plan, prepare and be accountable for
obtaining agreements at the bargaining table concerning operating improvements
necessary

to best serve the public interest and improve the working conditions for

employees.

E, Create and maintain a collective bargaining and employee relations climate in
King County government that encourages cooperative efforts and joint problem-solving
among bargaining representatrves, the bargaining agent, employees and management to
address ways to better serve the public, increase productivity, reduce waste, improve
safety, improve morale, and recruit and retain quality employees.
F. Acknowledge, encourage and continue the efforls of bargaining units and
management to engage in collaborative or interest-based bargaining, which has had the
positive effects of reducing the adversarial nature of traditional bargaining and enhancing
consensus-making in labor relations. (Ord. 11480 S 5, 1994).
3.16.015 Definitions. Unless the text clearly indicates otherwise, as used in this
chapter, the following words shall have the meanings set forth in this section,
"Corrections officer" means any fulltime, fully compensated uniformed
correctional officer or sergeant who works for the depaftment of adult detention (King
County jail).
B. "Bargaining representative" means any lawful organization which has as one of
its primary purposes the representation of employees in their employment relations with
King County.
C. "Bargaining agent" means the designated bargaining agent as determined under
K.C.C.3.'16.010.
D. "Public employer" means King County.
E. "Commission" means the Public Employment Relations Commission.
F "Fxeclttive direr:tnr" means the execr.rtive director of the Commission.
"911 operator" means any full-time, fully compensated communications
specialist or communications specialist supervisor who works for the deparlment of public

A.

G.

safety.

H. "Labor policy committee" or "policy committee" means the King County council.

l.

"Labor policy" or "policy" means those general principles that work to implement
of this chapter and guide negotiations for wages, benefits,working conditions
and other terms of employment. (Ord. 190'13 S 6, 2019: Ord. 17223 S 3, 201 1 : Ord. 17024
52,201'1: Ord. 14287 $1,2002: Ord. 11480S3, 1994: Ord. 10631 S2,1992).

the intent

3.16.020 Powers. The bargaining agent is authorized on behalf of King County to
meet, confer and negotiate with bargaining representatives of the public employees of King
County for the purpose of collective bargaining as contemplated by chapter 41.56 RCW
and Section 890 of the King County Charter, and to timely recommend to the King County
council proposed wages, hours, and employee benefits and other conditions of county
employment for the purposes of county budgets and such collective bargaining agreement
or agreements as may be required and authorized by ordinance. The bargaining agent
shall not negotiate new collective bargaining agreements prior to preparing for bargaining
and conferring with the labor policy committee as required in K.C.C. 3.16.012,3.16.025
and 3.'16.050. (Ord. 14287 $ 2, 2002: Ord. I 1480 S 4, 1994: Ord. 197 S 2, 1969),

3.16.025 General provisions.
The bargaining agent shall establish and conduct a process to prepare for
tregotiatiutrs tltat pet[urrrrs aI leas[ ilre lolluwirrg [urrclir.rns.
1, The hargaining agent shottld continrte to lrse collahnrative or interest-based
bargaining where both parlies agree, and this chapter shall not be construed to restrict or
inhibit such bargaining;
2. The bargaining agent shall cause to be developed and maintained a database
of information within King County government on wages, hours, employee benefits,
vacation and other leave, job classifications and substantial and factual information to
provide knowledge of working conditions necessary to conduct effective negotiations. Such
information shall be made available to the bargaining representatives to the extent provided
by RCW 4'1.56.030(4), Public Employees' Collective Bargaining law of the state of
Washington, as set forth by the collaboraiive process identified in King County council
Motion 9182; and
3. The labor policy committee shall confer with the bargaining agent to develop
necessary guidelines for the implementation of this section, consistent with this chapter and
King County council Motion 9182.
B. The bargaining agent shall be the sole negotiator for King County government
and shall bargain in good faith as provided by law. The bargaining agent shall commence
and complete collective bargaining negotiations in a timely manner and in accordance with
the overall principles and intent of this chapter. (Ord. 19013 S 7,2019: Ord. 14287 g 3,
2002. Ord. 11480 S 7, '1994).

A.

3.16.030 Prior acts confirmed. Any act pursuant to the authority and prior to
October 30, 1969, is hereby ratified and confirmed. (Ord. 197 S 3, 1969),

3.16.040 Time limit.

A. Any collective bargaining agreement between King County

and a recognized
bargaining representative as defined in RCW 41.56.030 which has been ratified by both
pafiies shall be transmitted to the King County council no later than seven days after the
tentative agreement has been reached.
Failure to rneet this deadline shall result in the payment of interest on the
retroactive amount of any negotiated salary or wage increase equal to interest earned on
Federal 90 day treasury bills from the first day following the deadline through the date the
tentative agreement is transmitted to the King County council, unless the seven days have
been extended by mutual agreement by both parties in writing,
C. The interest accrued, if any, shall be divided among the county employees
represented by the collective bargaining unit, based upon each

B.

employees individual retroactive wage rate increase. The computed interest shall be
included in the first pay check which pays out the rate of pay negotiated in the tentative
collective bargaining agreement. (Ord. 1903 S 8,2019. Ord. 865B S 1, 198B).

3.16.045 Corrections officers. Application of RCW 41.56.440 - 41.56.470 and
RCW 41 .56.480 - 41 .56.490. ln the fufiherance of collective bargaining the provisions of
RCW 41 .56.440 - 41.56.470 and RCW 41.56.480 - 41 .56.49A shall also be applicable to
correctionsofficersandgll operatorsasdefinedinthischapter. (Ord. 10631 S3, 1992).
3.16.050 Labor policy committee functions.
shall meet as it deems necessary to obtain the
public,
testimony of members of the
the bargaining agent, bargaining representatives or
their designees, county department management and others in order to consider such
testimony in policy decisions before the committee. The labor policy committee shall not
engage in bargaining with bargaining representatives or represented employees. The labor
policy committee shall also meet to consider matters referred to it by the council in
accordance with K.C.C. chapter 1.24.
B. The labor policy committee shall provide an opportunity for bargaining
representatives or their designees to address the committee before the adoption of overall
policy, Overall polrcy, and all amendments to adopted policies, shall be established only
upon an affirmative vote by a majority of the members of the labor policy committee.
C. The bargaining agent shall recommend to the labor policy committee overall
changes to adopted policies that would be required to implement the changes proposed in
K.C.C.3.16.055.C., and an overallestimate of the monetaryvalue, if any, of these changes,

A. The labor policy committee

including both costs and benefits.

D. Following the establishment of overall policy, and before commencing
negotiations, the labor policy committee shall meet to hear the bargaining agent's
recommended strategies for implementing adopted policies. The labor policy committee
shall confer with the bargaining agent as it deems necessary to ensure compliance with
this chapter and good-faith collective bargaining. The bargaining agent's strategies shall
be generally consistent with the principals contained in this chapter and the overall policy
direction established by the labor policy committee.
E. The bargaining agent may seek further clarification of adopted policies from the
labor policy committee at any time during the negotiations.
F. By June 30 of each year, the executive shall report to the labor policy committee
regarding employment policies applicable to nonrepresented employees.
G. For the purpose of maintaining an etfective collective bargaining process, the
strategies and related information presented by the bargaining agent shall be maintained
as confidential. ln addition, proposed or adopted policies designated as confidential shall
be considered policyformulation documents and be maintained as confidentialand exempt
from public disclosure as provided in RCW 42.56.280. The labor policy committee shall
develop guidelines to assist in accomplishing such confidentiality,
H. Any councrlmember may propose the adoption, amendment or repeal of any
policy
by filing with the clerk of the council a memorandum that includes the proposed
labor
policy. Any proposed amendment shall set for the existing policy and show proposed
changes as in the form required for ordinances by K.C.C. 1.24.075. The clerk shall provide
a copy of the proposal to the executive, each councilmember and the lead staff for the labor
policy committee. The proposal shall be designated by the councilmember either as public
or as confidential pending action by the committee on the policy. Adopted policies may be
designated as confidential by an affirmatrve vote of a majority of the members of the policy
committee.

l. The clerk of the council shall maintain a compilation of adopted policies. The clerk
shall make publicly available all public policies, and shall maintain as confidential all labor
policies designated as confidential policy formulation documents. (Ord. 19013 g 9, 201g:
Ord. 18635 S 19,2017: Ord. 17262 g 1, 2012: Ord. 14287 g 4, 2002: Ord. 12014 S 55,
1

ee5).

3,16.055 Labor implementation committee functions,
. A bargaining representative may at any time during negotiations forward to the
director of the depaftment of human resources, or its successor, a written complaint that
the collective bargaining process is not being conducted in a timely manner or is not being
conducted in a manner consistent with good faith bargaining, The clirector slrall, within
fifteen calendar days, respond in writing to the complaint and propose such remedies as
may address thc complaint.
2. lf the bargaining representative is not satisfied with the written response of the
A.1

director, or if a written response to the complalnt is not received within fifteen calendar days,

the hargaining representative may forward the written complaint to the King County

executive, as the bargaining agent, who shall, within fifteen calendar days, respond to it in
writing and propose such remedies as may address the complaint.
3. lf the bargaining representative is not satisfied with the written response of the
bargaining agent, or if a written response is not received from the bargaining agent within
fifteen calendar days, the bargaining representative may request that the bargaining agent
fonrvard the written complaint to the council.

4.

lf the bargaining agent receives a written request to have the complaint

5.

The council may request that the bargaining agent meet with the council for

foruvarded to the council, including an explanation of reasons for the request, the
bargaining agent shall forward the request, together with the bargaining agent's written
response, to the council within five calendar days from the receipt of the request. These
materials or any discussion thereof shall remain confidential to the extent allowed by law.

the purpose of reviewing the status of negotiations with regard to the principles contained
in this chapter and the overall policy direction established by the labor policy committee,
but the council shall take no action that would interfere with the lawful role of the
bargaining agent.
B. By June 30 of each year, the prosecuting attorney, in conjunction with bargaining
agent, shall report to the council on all pending unfair labor practice charges and all pending
arbitration involving represented employees.

C. By June 30 of each year, or, in the case of agreements expiring other than
December 31, at least ninety days before the commencement of negotiations, In
preparation for collective bargaining the bargaining agent shall report to the council the
agreements expiring that calendar year. The bargaining agent shall also generally explain
existing policies that, if changed, would further the principles and intent established by
this chapter. County department management concerned with the collective bargaining
process, with the advice of other relevant cortnty deparlments, shall assist the bargaining
agent in reporting to the implementation committee.
D. By June 30 of each year or, for agreements expiring other than December 31, at
least ninety days before commencing negotiations, the implementation committee shall
meetwith the bargaining agent to review the schedule of collective bargaining agreements
expiring in that calendar year and the key issues related to the collective bargaining
process. Methods of consultation with unions, management rights and eliminating the
causes of employee grievances shall also be considered.
E. For the purpose of maintaining an effective collective bargaining process, the
strategies and related information presented by the bargaining agent shall be maintained
as confidential. The council shall develop guidelines to assist rn accomplishing such

confidentiality. (Ord. '19013 S 10,2019: Ord. 18793
ord. 14287 S 5, 2002).

S

26,2018: Ord. 18635 S 20, 2017

3.16.060 Annual labor summit. The chair of the King County council shall annually
convene a summit between the county's elected officials and the local labor leadership and
the leadership of all collective bargaining units representing the county's work force. Such
a labor summit shall take place between January 1 and July 1 of each given year. The
intent of convening an annual labor summit shall be to: increase communication between
King County elected officials and the leadership and membership of local labor

organizations and of all the county's collective bargaining units, identify issues and
problems of mutual concern, identify solutions to problems affecting the memberships of
the county's collective bargaining units; delineate ways in which the county's elected
officials may more closely and effectively work with the county's collective bargaining units
and local labor organizations to attain mutual goals; and foster a spirit of cooperation in
working to serve the public.
Meeting minutes at the summit shall be recorded and adopted by the King County
council at a subsequent regular meeting of the council. (Ord. 1 5196 S 1 , 2005 Ord. 14337
$ 1 , 2002: Ord. 14287 $ 6, 2002: Ord. 13000 S 2, 1998).

3.16.100 Unclassified and exempt employees

- sheriffs

employees

designation.

A. By the power conferred upon the county legislative authority in RCW 41.14.070,
the council authorizes the following number of positions as unclassified and exempt from
the state civil service system for county sheriffs employees:
1. Office of the sheriff: five positions;
2. Patrol operations division: six positions;
3. Support services division: two positions;
4. Criminal investigation division: one position;
5. Professional standards division: two positions;
6. Sound Transit division: one position; and
7. Metro Transit division: one position.
B. RCW 41 .14.07O grants the sheriff the ability to designate ten unclassified
positions that are exempt from the state civil service system for sheriffs employees. By the
power conferred upon the county legislative authority in RCW 41.14.070(4), the sheriffs
office is authorized two additional unclassified positions for a total of twenty unclassified
positions. (Ord. '16977 S 2,2010: Ord. 15939 S 3, 2007).

3.18

LIVING WAGE FOR EMPLOYEES OF COUNTY AND COUNTY
CONTRACTORS.

Sections:
3.1 8.010
3.1 8.020

8.030
3,18.035
3.'1

3.'18.040
3.'18.050

3.18.060
3.18.070

Definitions.

Employee coverage - appllcation of chapter - exceptions - employees
under eighteen years of age - rules,
Minimum wage for county employees - exceptions.
County employees with disabilities - payment of less than minimum
wage prohibited.
Schedule '1 employers - minimum wage - minimum health benefits plan
payments.
Schedule 2 employers - minimum wage.
Schedule 2 employers - minimum compensation.
Contracts - compliance with chapter required.

3.18.080 Waiver of chapter - rules - report.
3.18.090 Executive duties - rules - notice and opportunity to cure
opportunities - sactions or remedies

-

violations
administration of chapter.

3.18.010 Definitions.
"Actuarial value" means the percentage of total average costs for covered
benefits that a health benefits package will cover.
B. "Bonuses" means non-discretionary payments in addition to hourly, salary,
commission or piece-rate payments paid under an agreement between an employer and

A.

employee.

C. "Commissions" means a sum of moncy paid to an employee upon completion
of a task, usually selling a certain amount of goods or services.

D. "Compensation" means wages together with the money paid by an employer
towards an individual employee's health benefits plan.
E. "Cutrtract" rneans a rrrutually binding legal relationship or any rnodlflcatlon
thereof obligating the cnunty to pay a cnntractor rrne hr.rndred thor-rsand dollars or more
to provide professional services, technical services or services, as defined in K.C.C
2.93.030 to, or at the direction of, the county. "Contract" does not include: a contract
between a contract-awarding authority and another government or public entity; a
contract that the county enters into as the administrator of grants received from a third
party; a contract for public works; an architectural or engineering contract; or a collective
bargaining agreement.
F. "Contract-awarding authortty" means the county otficer, department,
commission, employee or board authorized to enter into or to administer contracts on
behalf of the county.
G. "Contractor'' means any person that enters into a contract with the county, or
negotiates the extension of an existing contract with the county, after the effective date of
this ordinance, or that is a subcontractor performing services under such a contract.
H. "Division" means the finance and business operations division of the
department of executive services.
l. "Director" means the manager of the finance and business operations division
of the department of executive services, or the manager's designee.
J. "Employee" means any individual employed by an employer, whether on a fullpart-time,
time,
temporary or seasonal basis, including temporary workers, contracted
workers, contingent workers and persons made available to work through a temporary
services, statfing or employment agency or similar entity.
K. "Employer" includes King County and any individual, partnership, association,
corporation, business trust or person or group of persons acting directly or indirectly in
the interest of an employer in relation to an employee.
L. "Health benefits plan" means a silver or higher level essential health benefits
package, as defined in 42 U.S.C. Sec. 18022, or an equivalent plan that is designed to
provide benefits that are actuarially equivalent to seventy percent of the full actuarial valrre
of the benefits provided under the plan, whichever is greater.
M. "Hourly minimum compensation" means the minimum compensation due to an
employee under this chapter for each hour worked during a pay period.
N. "Hourly minimum wage" means the minimum wage drre to an employee under
this chapter for each hour worked during a pay period.
O. "Person" means any individual, partnership, corporation, limited liability
company, sole proprietorship, association, joint adventure, estate, trust or other entity,
group or combination acting as a unit, and the individuals constituting the group or unit.
P. "Piece-rate" means a price paid per unit of work.

O. "Rate of inflation" means one hundred percent of the annual average growth
rate of the bi-monthly Seattle-Tacoma-Bremerton Area Consumer Price lndex for urban
wage earners and clerical workers, termed CPI-W, for the twelve month period ending in
August, provided that the percentage increase shall not be less than zero.
R. "Schedule '1 employer" means an employer that employs more than five
hundred employees in the United States, regardless of where those employees are
employed in the United States,
S. "Schedule 2 employer" means an employer that employs five hundred or fewer
employees in the United States, regardless of where those employees are employed in
the United States.
T. "Subcontractor" means any person, not an employee, that enters into a contract
with a contractor or subcontractor, and that employs employees for that purpose, to assist
the contractor or subcontractor in pedorming a contract with the county.
U. "Wage" means compensation due to an employee by reason of employment,
payable in legal tender of the United States or checks on banks convertible into cash on
demand at full face value, subject to such deductions, charges or allowances as may be
permitted by rules of the director, "Wages" include commissions, piece-rate
compensation and bonuses, all of which shall be counted as wages in the work-week in
which they were earned. An employer payment toward a health benefits plan does not
constitute a "wage." (Ord. 18871 S 1,2019: Ord, 17909 S 4,2014).

3.18.020 Employee coverage - application of chapter - exceptions
employees under eighteen years of age - rules.
A. An employee is covered by this chapter for each hour the employee is
performing a measurable amount of work as a county employee or under a contract with
the county. An employee who is not covered by this chapter is still included in determining
the size of the employer.
B.'1. For the purpose of determining whether an employer is a Schedule 1
employer or a Schedule 2 employer, separate entities that form an integrated enterprise
shall be considered a single employer under this chapter. Separate entities are
considered an integrated enterprise and a single employer under this chapter if a separate
entity controls the operation of another entity. The factors to consider in making this
assessment include, but are not limited to:
a. The degree of interrelation between the operations of multiple entities;
b. The degree to which the entities share common management;
c. Centralized control of labor relations; and
d. The degree of common ownership or financial control over the entities.
2. There shall be a presumption that separate legal entities, which may share
some degree of interrelated operations and common management with one another, are
considered separate employers for purposes of this section as long as: the separate legal
entities operate substantially in separate physical locations from one another; and each
separate legal entity has partially different ultimate ownership.
3. The determination of employer schedule for the current calendar year ts
calculated based upon the average number of employees employed por calendar week
during the preceding calendar year for any and all weeks during which at least one
employee worked for compensation. For an employer that did not have any employees
during the previous calendar year, the employer schedule is calculated based upon the
average number of employees employed per calendar week during the first ninety
calendar days of the current year in which the employer engaged in business.
C. For purposes of this chapter, temporary employment agency employees who
perform, for a Schedule 1 or Schedule 2 employer, a measurable amount of work under

a contract with the county, shall be paid no less than the minimum wage required to be
paid to covered employees of the Schedule '1 or Schedule 2 employer.
D. This chapter does noi apply to the payment of wages to: individuals defined in
RCW49.46.010(3), individuals employed in the categories listed in RCW49.46.060(1)or
individuals less than eighteen years of age.
E. The county's human resources director shall establish by rule the minimum
wage for employees under the age of eighteen years, but any percentage of the hourly
rate established by rule shall not be lower than the percentage applicable under state
statutes and regulations. (Ord. 19009 S 2,2019: Ord, 17909 S 5,2014).
3.18.030 Minimum wage for county employees - exceptions. The county shall
pay its employees at a rate no less than the hourly minimum wage for Schedule 1
employers, except for short-term temporary employees who are employed in social
serviceprogramsdesignedtohelpyouthgainbasicworktrainingskills. (Ord. 18871 S2,
2019: llrd. 17909 5 6,2014).
3,18,035 County employees with disabilities * payment of less than minimum
wage prohibited. The county shall not pay any employee with a disability as defined in
K.C.C. 12.16.O10. less than any applicable minimum wage. (Ord. 19009 S 1,2019).

3.18.040 Schedule 1 employers - minimum wage - minimum health benefits
plan payments.
A.1. Exceptas otheruise provided in subsection B. of this section, beginning April
1, 2015, and ending January 1, 2016, Schedule 1 employers shall pay their employees
who are covered by this chapter an hourly minimum wage of at least eleven dollars.
Except as otherwise provided in subsection B. of this section, beginning January 1 of
each year thereafter, Schedule 1 employers shall pay covered employees an hourly
mtntmum

as follows

Year
2016

Hourlv Minimum Waqe

$13.00
$15.00
2. Beginning January 1, 2018, the hourly minimum wage paid by a Schedule 1
employer to covered employees shall be increased annually on a percentage basis to
reflect the rate of inflation and calculated to the nearest cent on January '1 of each year
thereafter.
8.1. Beginning January 1,2016, and ending January 1,2019, Schedule 1
employers that pay toward a covered employee's health benefits plan shall pay the
employee no ess than an hou mtntmum wa e as follows
Year
Hourlv Minimum Waqe
2016
$12.50
2017
$13.50
2017

I

201

2.

I

$'15.00

Beginning January 1, 2019, payment by the employer of health benefits for
employees shall no longer affect the hourly minimum wage paid by a Schedule 1
employer. (Ord. 17909 S 7, 2014).

3,18.050 Schedule 2 employers - minimum wage,
Beginning April 'l , 2015, and ending January 1, 2016, Schedule 2 employers
shall pay their employees who are covered by this chapter an hourly minimum wage of at
least ten dollars. Beginning January 1,2016, and each year thereafter through January

A.

1, 2025, Schedule 2 employers shall pay covered employees no less than the hourly
mrntmum wa e shown in the followin

Year
2016

schedule

Hourlv Minimum Waqe

$10.50
$11.00
2018
$11.50
2019
$12.00
2020
$13.50
2021
$15.00
2022
$15.75
2023
$16.50
2024
$17.25
B, Beginning January 1, 2025, and January 1 of every year thereafter, the hourly
minimum wage paid by a Schedule 2 employer to covered employees shall equal the
hourly minimum wage applicable to Schedule 1 employers. (Ord. 17909 S 8, 2014).
2017

3.18.060 Schedule 2 employers - minimum compensation,
A.1. Beginning April 1,2015, and ending January 1,2016, Schedule 2 employers
shall pay their employees who are covered by this chapter an hourly minimum
compensation of at least eleven dollars. Beginning January 1, 2016, 2017 , 2018, 2019,
and 2020, Schedule 2 employers shall pay their covered employee no less than
the h
minimum com nsation shown in the followi ng schedule
Year
Hourly Minimum
Cnrnnancef inn
2016
$12.00
2017
$13.00
2018
$'14.00
2019
$15.00
2020
$15.75
2. Beginning January 1, 2021, the hourly minimum compensation paid by a
Schedule 2 employer to their covered employees shall equal the hourly minimum wage
applicable to Schedule I employers.
B. Schedule 2 employers can meet the applicable hourly minimum compensation
requirement through wages and money paid by an employer towards an individual
employee's health benefits plan, provided that the Schedule 2 employer also meets the
applicable hourly minimum wage requirements.
C. Beginning January 1, 2025, minimum compensation is not applicable. (Ord.
17909 S 9, 2014).

3.18.070 Contracts - compliance with chapter required. A contract-awarding
authority shall not execute a contract with a contractor unless the contract includes
provisions rcquiring thc contractor to comply with the applicable provisions of this chapter
and containing appropriate remedies for the breach of the contracts as prescribed under
K.C.C. 3.18.090. (Ord. 17909 S 10,2014).
3.18.080 Waiver of chapter - rules - report.
may waive this chapter in whole or in part to the extent that any
of the following applies:
1. The award of a contract or amendment to a contract is necessary in an
emergency, as defined in K.C.C. 12.52.010 or RCW 39.04.280;
2. The contract is for a proprietary purchase under K.C,C. 2.93.070

A. The executive

3. There are no contractors capable of responding to the county's requirements
that can comply with this chapter;
4. The county is purchasing through a cooperative or joint purchasing agreement;
or

5. Application

of this chapter would:

a. result in an increased

cost to the county that would make it necessary to
reduce services to county residents; or
b. otherwise have a material, adverse impact on the county.
B. A request for a waiver of this chapter must be made to the executive by the
contract-awarding authority in a manner prescribed by the executive by administrative
rule.

C, When any waivers are granted under this section, the executive shall provide
a written report to the council that includes a description of the relevant facts arrd an
explanation of the reason for each waiver. The executive must file the report covering
the preceding calendar year by April 1 when a waiver was granted rn the precedrng year,
in the form of a paper original and an electronic copy with the clerk of the council, who
shall retain the original and provide an electronic copy to all councilmembers, the council
chief of staff, and the lead staff to the budget and fiscal management committee or its
successor. lf no waivers are granted in a calendar year, no reporting is required in the
following year. (Ord. 18635 521,2017'. Ord. '17909 S 11,2014).
3.18.090 Executive duties - rules - notice and opportunityto cure violations
opportunities - sactions or remedies - administration of chapter. The executive
shall:

A.

Adopt public and administrative rules in accordance with this chapter

establishing standards and procedures for effectively carrying out this chapter;
B. Determine when and how any notice and opportunity to cure a violation of this
law should be afforded;
C. Determine and impose appropriate sanctions or remedies, or both, and
procedures for administrative review, for violation of this chapter by contractors, including
but not limited to:
1. Disqualification of the contractor from bidding on or being awarded a county
contract for up to two years;
2. Remedies allowable by contract including, but not limited to, liquidated
damages and termination of the contract;
3. Remedial action after a finding of noncompliance, as specified by rule; and
4. Other appropriate civil remedies and sanctions allowable by law, and
D. Administer other requirements specified by this chapter or that are necessary
to implementthe purposes of this chapter. (Ord.'17909 S 12,2014).

3.24

TRAVEL AUTHORIZATION AND EXPENSE REIMBURSEMENT

Sections:
3.24.010
3.24.020
3.24.030
3.24.050
3.24.060
3.24.070
3.24.080
3.24.090
3.24.100

Definitions.
Persons authorized to receive expense reimbursement.
Travel authorization.
General rules.
Transportation costs.
Lodging costs,
Per diem meal and incidental rates and refreshment costs.
Miscellaneous reimbursable expenses.
Nonreimbursable expenses.

3.24
3.24
3.24
3.24
3.24
3.24
3.24
3.24

105
110

120
130

140
150
160

170

Travel expense advances.
Leave of absence during travel.
Lobbyist per diem in lieu of reimbursement.
Expense reimbursement.
Repayment of unauthorized reimbursements.
lmplementation.
Reporting.

Reimbursement of moving expenses for certain employees.

3.24.010 Definitions. All words in this chapter shall have their ordinary and usual
meanings except those defined in this section which shall have the meaning set forth below:
A. "Day ttavel" means travel outside of the county that exceeds six hours but does
not include an overnight stay. Travel outside of the county for six hours or less or travel
within the county is not considered day travel.
B. "Emergency" means the occurrence of unforeseen or exigent circumstances
which may result in harm to the public good.
C. "Employee" means any person who is employed in a career service position, an
exempt position, or a temporary position as defined in K.C.C. chapter 3.12, except persons
serving the county without compensation and members of boards and commissions.
"Employee" includes all county elected officials.
D. "Essential employee" means an employee designated by their department
leadership who provides for and maintains the functions of county essential services.
E. "Essential services" means those services stated or implied that are required to
be

1. Performed by statute or executive order for the exercise of civil authority, to
maintain the safety, health and well-being of the county population and to sustain the
county's industrial and economic base; or
2. Other functions as deemed essential by the heads of county agencies.
F. "Federal lodging limit" means the maximum amount a federal employee may be
reimbursed per day for lodging expenses, excluding applicable taxes, in the respective host
city for travel within the continental United States as published in the Code of Federal
Regulations, 41 CFR Sec. 301, App,A, and as hereafter amended.
G. "First responder" means an employee who protects lives, property, and evidence
and who provides for the restoration of order.
H. "Government rates" means the discounted rates offered to government
employees, in the course of conducting official business, by lodging establishments, rental
car agencies and other providers of services to government employees.
l. "Moving expenses" means expenses incurred for transportation of family and
common household possessions, including meals and incidentals per diem, automobiles
and lodging expenses.
J. "Official county business" means business that relates directly to a person's work
function and benefits the county.
K. "Overnight travel" means travel outside of the county that exceeds twelve hours
and includes an overnight stay.
L. "Prestding elected official" means the county executive for the executive branch
depaftments, agencies and offices except assessments, elections and public safety, the
county assessor for the depaftment of assessments, the director of elections for the
department of elections, the prosecuting attorney for the office of the prosecuting attorney;
the county sheriff for the department of public safety; the chair of the county council for
the legislative branch; and the presiding judges of the superior and district courts, or the
official or officials designated by that branch or unit of county government.

M. ''Unanticipated

event" means an event necessitating a response due to

a

regulator requirement or public safety and health situation that does not rise to the level of
aproclaimedemergency. (Ord. 17351S1,2012: Ord. 13257 91,1998: Ord.'1290492,
1997: Ord. 9206 S 1, 198g).

3.24,02A Persons authorized to receive expense reimbursement. This chapter
applies to all depaftments, agencies and offices of the executive branch, including but not
limited to the deparlments of judicial administration, public safety, and assessments; the
council and subordinate units of the legislative branch; the office of the prosecuting
attorney; the superior and district courts; and the office of economic and financial analysis.
For purposes of this chapter, the presiding elected otficial of the office of economic and
financial analysis is the chair of the forecast council. Within budgetary constraints, the
following persons are authorized to receive expense reimbursement in conformance with
this chapter and are likewise responsible for compliance with the terms of this chapter and
arry itrrplerrrentirrg pr.rlicies and procedures:
A, Corrnty emplnyees;
B. Candidates for positions that are exempt from the career service or candidates
for positions that require a specialized skill not available in the county job market may be
authorized by the presiding elected official, subject to the following restrictions.
1. For travel to the county from their place of residence outside the county to be
interviewed.
2. Maximum of five interview trips for a given position during any twelve month
period.

3.

No candidate for employment is eligible for more than two separate interview

trips for a given position.

4.

Approval by the presiding elected official is required before an invitation to

interview is issued.

C. Persons otherwise authorized by law, grant or contract, provided that the terms
of such other expense reimbursement authorization shall apply. (Ord. 16391 S 20,2009.
ord. '13257 S 2, 1998 ord. 12077 S 7, 1995).
3.24.030 Travel authorization.
A. Authorization for day or overnight travel or to incur expenses estimated to exceed
one hundred dollars shall be obtained in accordance with the established policies and
procedures of the respective presiding elected official prior to commencing the activity.
Travel plans shall be authorized in advance by the presiding elected official or designee,
except when an emergency arises that requires travel to commence within twenty-four
hours. lf expenses are incurred without prior to authorization, the presiding elected official
or designee will determine whether an emergency existed and the expenses are
reimbursable. The person requesting reimbursement will be responsible for payment of
expenses that were incurred without prior authorization and subsequently determined not
to constitute an emergency.
B. Persons authorizing travel shall not be subordinate to the requester, shall ensure
that the traveler is provided information about the applicable travel expense reimbursement
policies prior to incurring travel expenses and shall apply, at a minimum, the criteria outlined
below in making decisions on granting or denying such requests:
1. Requested travel shall be for the conduct of official county business. The travel
request shall describe the relationship between the travel and work functions and indicate
what benefit the county will receive from the travel. Any available printed material indicating
the overall content and quality of the event shall be attached to the travel request. The
number of persons engaging in a given travel activity shall be the minimum necessary to
achieve the expected benefit.

2. Travel requests shall be accompanied by a travel itinerary and itemized list of
anticipated expenditures. Expenditure plans must be reasonable and budgeted monies for
reimbursement must be available and authorized.
For nonmandatory attendance at job-related seminars, conferences,
conventions or training, travel may be authorized with reimbursement at less than the rates
otherwise authorized, provided that the reduced reimbursement rates are mutually agreed
to in writing by the person authorizing the travel and the traveler prior to the travel.
4. lf the person is to maintain employmenUbusiness status during the travel, travel
authorization is required even if the county will not be funding the travel expenses. (Ord.
13257 $ 3, 1998: Ord.9206 S 3, 1989).

3.

3.24,050 General rules.
A. All persons are responsible for exercising prudent judgment to avoid unnecessary

county expense. Travel requests and reimbursement claims shall strictly conform to the
provisions of this chapter and other applicable laws, grants, contracts or policies.
B. The traveler shall be responsible for excess costs and additional travel expenses
resulting from taking an indirect route or delaying the return trip for personal preference or
convenience, except that additional travel expenses may be approved and reimbursed if
an indirect route or delay reduces the county's total costs. Additional travel expenses paid
under this provision are subject to the reimbursement limitations specified in this chapter
and, considering both salary and travel expenses, must not exceed the documented
savings.

C. The provisions of this

chapter shall apply to both domestic and foreign travel,

except that the limits on travel expense reimbursements for transportation, lodging, and
meals and incidentals, as provided for in K.C,C .3.24.060 through 3.24.080, shall apply only

to travel within the continental United States, which shall consist of the fofty-eight
contiguous states and the District of Columbia. Transportation, lodging, and meals and
incidental expense reimbursement for travel outside the continental United States shall be
based upon actual expenses to a maximum of the overseas rates established by the federal
General Services Administration for federal travel to the specific location, subject to all other
provisions of this chapter.
D. No travel or meal expense that would not be a reimbursable expense under this
chapter may be the object of a direct expenditure of county funds. (Ord. 13257 $ 5, 1998:
Ord. 9206 S 5, 19Bg).

3.24.060 Transportation costs. The county will pay the actual and necessary
costs of transportation of conducting official county business as follows.
A. Travel shall be by the method of transportation and route that will be most
advantageous to the county, considering the cost of transportation, other travel
expenses and salary. The excess cost of first class or business class fare for a given
mode of travel shall not be reimbursed when less expensive fares are available, When
a private mode of transportation is used in lieu of a more customary form of
transportation to the event site, travel expenses shall be reimbursed at the lesser of the
two costs.

B.

When automobile transportation is necessary, a county vehicle or public
transportation shall be used whenever practical. When rental vehicles are authorized,
government rates must always be requested. When use of a private automobile is
authorized, reimbursement for mileage shall be the current lnternal Revenue Service (lRS)
rate per mile for business-related travel and reimbursement for parking shall be the actual
cost, except as provided by a collective bargaining agreement, prevailing law or contract.

The depaftment of finance shall be responsible for administering and announcing the
current IRS mileage rate for business-related travel.

C. The stafting and ending locations of travel are the official work place or the
residence, dependittg otr tlre work sclredule and the work status of the traveler at the time
of departure and arrival.
D. Transporlation between a person's home and regularly assigned workplace is
not reimbursable, except that members of regional committees who are not full-time elected
officials may be reimbursed actual parking and round-trip mileage expenses, at the current
IRS mileage rate for business-related travel, between the member's workplace or residence
and the location of the regional committee meeting. (Ord. 13257 S 6, 1998: Ord. 12077 S

B, '1995).

3.24.070 Lodging costs. Lodging costs actually incurred are reimbursable only as
follows:

A. Lodging costs will be reimbursed only if a person is in overnight travel status,
except as provided in subsection D. of this section. Government rates must always be
requested, Lodgittg receipts are requiled. l-otlgirrg costs irr tlre lrusl. city rrray be claimed
from the night before the authorized event starts through the night hefore it end.s, Lrnless
reasonably priced and timely return transportation is not available, thereby necessitating
additional lodging costs.
B. The traveler shall be reimbursed for actual lodging costs incurred for single
occupancy, to a maximum of the federal lodging limit for the host city plus taxes. lf the
lodging receipt indicates a charge for double occupancy and two persons are authorized to
travel on behalf of the county, each traveler shall be allowed one-half the double occupancy
charge. lf one person is not authorized to travel on behalf of the county, the person
authorized to travel shall be reimbursed at the single occupancy rate to a maximum of the
federal lodging limit.
C. For seminars, conferences or conventions, costs for lodging at the event site
may be authorized in excess of the federal lodging limit for the host city under one or more
of the following conditions:
1. No alternate lodging is available within a reasonable distance of the eventsite
which is within the federal lodging limit for the host city. The traveler must provide a signed
statement of unavailability with the request for reimbursement;
2. The authorized means of transportation between the alternate lodging site and
the event site would exceed the savings in lodging costs; or
3. The presiding elected official or designee has authorized the excess expenditure
in writing and in advance for any exigent circumstances that might exist.
D. Employees who are not in overnight travel status may be provided either lodging
paid directly by the county or reimbursed by the county to the employ[ee] in the event of an
emergency proclaimed by the county executive, but only if:
1. The employee who is provided lodging must remain close to the worksite in
order to respond to the emergency;
2. fhe work being performed is critical or necessary to respond to the proclaimed
emergency; and
3. During the first twenty-four hours, the lodging is approved by the presiding
elected oiiicial or desigrtee in writing; any extension beyond the first twenty-four hours must
be approved in advance and by the presiding elected official or designee in writing.
E. First responders and essential employees, who are not in overnight travel status
who must work extended hours during ceftain unanticipated events which is critical to or in
response to a regulatory requirement may be provided either lodging paid by the county or
reimbursed by the county to the employee, but only if:
1. The employee who is provided lodging must remain close to the worksite in
order to respond to the event;

2. The event requires that the work being performed is critical or necessary to meet
a regulatory requirement or to respond to a public health and safety situation not rising to
the level of a proclaimed emergency; and
3. During the first twenty-four hours, the lodging is approved by the presiding
elected official or designee in writing with a brief description of the event; any extension
beyond the first twenty-four hours is approved in advance and by the presiding elected
otficial or designee in writing with a brief description of the event.
F. The department of finance shall distribute federal lodging limits, as published in
the Code of Federal Regulations, 41 CFR Sec. 301, App. A, as rate changes occur. (Ord.
19033 S 3, 2019: Ord. 18618 S 93, 2017: Ord. 17351 S 2, 2012: Ord. 13257 $ 7, 1998:
Ord. 9206 S 7. 1989).
3.24.080 Per diem meal and incidental rates and refreshment costs.
For persons traveling on official county business, meal and incidental expenses
are reimbursable at the per diem rates established by the federal travel regulations for the
host city, published annually in the Code of Federal Regulations,4l CFR Sec. 301, App.
A. The per diem rates include fixed allowances for breakfast, lunch, dinner and incidental
expenses, by city, The meal allowances include tips and gratuities. The incidental rates

A.

are calculated to allow for expenses such as fees and tips to baggage carriers, concierges,
hotel staff and laundry. Reimbursement for incidentals is authorized only for overnight
travel. Receipts are not required:
1. For day travel, the fixed allowance per meal, as established by the federal per
diem rate, may be claimed if in travel status at the following times. 7.00 a,m. - breakfast,
12 noon - lunch, and 6:00 p.m. - dinner,
2. For overnight travel, the per diem meal and incidental rate may be claimed. On
the first and last days of travel, meals shall be reimbursed at the rates established for day
travel, plus incidentals; or
3. When the expense of a meal is included in a registration fee, air fare or other

county expense, the per diem meal and incidental rate will be reduced by the fixed
allowance for the respective meal.
8.1 . Meal expenses incurred while a person is not in travel status are not normally
reimbursable, except that meals may be reimbursed or paid directly by the county for official
county business purposes as follows:
a. for staff retreats lasting more than four hours in a single day, for either single

or multiple days, not to exceed one retreat per quarter per county division or

key

subordinate unit as defined by K.C.C. 2.16.100',

b. when an integral

part of a job-related seminar, conference, convention or
training occurs during the meal, but only if the meals are approved in advance, in writing,
by the presiding elected official or designee;
c. when a meeting subject to the Open Public Meetings Act, chapter 423A RCW,
continues through the times listed in K.C.C. 3.24.080.4.'1;
d. for events authorized in advance and in writing by a presiding elected official
or deslgnee, but thls authorizatlon shall not be provided in circumstances that violate Afticle

Vlll, Section 7 of the state Constitlrtion, which prohihits gifts of public fitnd.s;
e. for events that rise to the level of an emergency declared or proclaimed by the
executive, but only if.
(1) the work being performed by the employee is critical or necessary to respond
to the emergency; and
(2) during the first twenty-four hours, the meals are approved by the presiding
elected official or designee in writing; and an extension beyond the first twenty-four hours
must be approved in advance by the presiding elected official or designee; or

f. for unanticipated events that do not rise to the level of an emergency proclaimed
by the executive, but only if:

(1) the employee who is provided meals is a designated first responder or an
essential employee;
(2) the event requires that the work being performed is critical or necessary to
meet a regulatory requirement or to respond to a public safety and health situation not rising
to a proclaimed emergency; and
(3) during the first twenty-four hours, the meals are approved by the presiding
elected official or designee in writing with a brief description of the event; and an extension
beyond the first twenty-four hours is approved in advance by the presiding elected official
or designee in writing with a Lrrief descriptiorr of the event.
2. Reimbursable meals incurred while in nontravel statrrs are limited to the fixed
nreal allowatrce established by the federal travel regulatiorrs for eaclr parlicipant.
Expenses for refreshments are not normally reimbursable, except that
retreshment expenses may be rermbursed when an employee is not in travel status, under
the conditions provided for in K.C.C. 3.24.080.8. Additionally, refrcshmcnts may bc
provided to employees by the county, at its option. Refreshment expenses, however, are
limited to fifty percent of the fixed lunch meal allowance established by the federal travel
regulations for each participant. Any purchase of refreshments that will cost more than fifty
dollars in total per function must be approved in advance and in writing by the presiding
elected official or designee.
D. Meal and refreshment costs are neither reimbursable nor may they be paid by
the county as a direct expenditure when:
1. They are included in another county expense, regardless of whether the person
partakes in the meal or refreshment;
2. They are incurred for recreational or social events such as office parties, going
away parlies, retirement pafties, or other personalized social events; or
3. lt would violate the provisions of Article Vlll, Section 7 of the state Constitution,
which prohibits a gift of public funds.
E. Meal expenses may be incurred at a rate higher than that established by federal
regulations when one or more of the following conditions apply:
1 . The presiding elected official or designee approves the cost of the meal because
a circumstance related to a particular meal results in exceeding the authorized meal rate.
A receipt detailing the expense, accompanied by written justification, shall be submitted
with the request to exceed the fixed meal allowance;
2. The meal expense is incurred on behalf of another agency that reimburses the
county for the expense, in which case the expense shall be reimbursed according to the
rules specified by the funding agency, or
3. When necessitated by special dietary needs.
F. The finance and business operations division shall distribute federal meal and
incidental rates, as published in the Code of Federal Regulations, 41 CFR Sec, 30'1, App.
A, as rate changes occur. (Ord, 19033 S 4,2019: Ord. 13257 $ B, 1998: Ord. 12077 5 9,

C.

I ee5)

3.24.090 Miscellaneous reimbursable expenses.
Miscellaneous expenses related to official county business travel which are
considered essential and reimbursable include, but are not limited to:
1, Registration fee of a seminar, conference, convention or similarly organized
program subject to the limitation in K.C.C 3.24.0804.3.
2. Rental of a room in a hotel or other facility that is used to transact official

A.

business.

3. Parking; ferry and bridge tolls; taxi, subway and bus fares, airport shuttle service
and rentalvehicles.
4. Stenographic, typing or computer-related services.
5. Telephone calls or facsimile (fax) transmissions necessary for the conduct of
official business or to advise of a change in official travel plans.
6, Traveler's checks.
7. Baggage handling service, when necessitated by physical limitations or when
carrying excessive baggage or equipment required for an official business purpose, may
be claimed beyond the expense limitations provided for in K.C.C. 3.24.0804.
B. A miscellaneous nontravel expense related to official county business is
reimbursable if the expense is under one hundred dollars and approved in advance by the
presiding elected official ordesignee. (Ord. 13257 g 9, 1998: Ord.9206 S 9, 19Bg).
3.24.100 Nonreimbursable personal expenses. Miscellaneous travel expenses
not directly related to the conduct of official county business are not reimbursable.
A. Certain expenses are considered personal and therefore nonreimbursable
including, but not limited to:
1. Laundry, except as covered by the incidental per diem rate provided for in
K.C.C. 3.24.080,
2. Personal telephone calls, except as provided for in K.C.C. 3.24.0904.5.
3. Entertainment, clothing, personal sundries and services, transportation to
places of entertainment and similar personal items.
4. Room service costs that exceed the fixed rate established for the meal incurred
and valet service, except when necessitated by physical limitations.
5. Personal "trip insurance" and medical or hospital services.
6. Alcoholic beverages and tobacco products.
7. Tips and gratuities, except as provided for in K.C.C 3.24.0804.
8. Fines and penalties.
9. Dependent care, except as provided through the county employee benefits
program.
B, The county shall not provide funding of travel expenses when a source of
reimbursement other than the county is specified in county, state or federal law or policy.
ln cases where reimbursement is available from another source, the county may, at the
option of the approving authority, pay the difference between what the county policy would
allow for the total travel activity and the total reimbursed from the other source for
expenses reimbursable under the provisions of this chapter, but shall not selectively
reimburse for only specific items with differing reimbursement rates between the county
and the othersource. (Ord. 13257 S 10, 1998: Ord.9206 S 10, 1989).
3.24.105 Travel expense advances.
Whenever it becomes necessary for an employee to incur reimbursable
expenses for overnight travel, the department of finance may make a travel expense
advance lt requested by the employee. The amount of such an advance shall not exceed
the amount of anticipated reimbursable expenses.
B. Travel expense advances shall be used only to defray reimbursable expenses
incurred while conducting official county business. Travel expense advances shall not,
under any circumstances, be considered a personal loan to the employee and any
expenditure thereof, other than for official county business purposes, shall be considered
a misappropriation of county funds.
C. On or before the tenth day following the close of the authorized travel period,
any employee who received a travel expense advance shall submit a fully itemized travel
expense voucher, as provided for in K.C.C.3.24.130, accompanied by the unexpended

A.

portion of such advance, if any, to the approving official. The approving official shall have
an additional five calendar days to process and forward the travel voucher and
unexpended funds to the department of finance. The department of finance shall withhold
from the employee's next paycheck any travel expense advance, or any portion thereof,

not properly accounted for or repaid to the department of finance within the fifteen-day
period. Such withholdings shall include interest, from the date of default until paid, at the
rate established by RCW 42.24.150.
D. County employees who are delinquent in accounting for or repaying a prior
travel expense advance shall be ineligible for any additional advances until such time as
repayment or acceptable justification for the delinquent advance has been made. (Ord.
13257 S 1'1,1998).

3.24.110 Leave of absence during travel,

A. When leave of absence of any kind is taken while in a travel status, the exact
hour of departure and return to duty status shall be shown on the travel expense claim

vnt.tcher. Except as provided in the following paragraph, expense reimbursement,

including transportation to and from the post of duty, shall not be granted for such period.
B. Whenever a traveler takes leave of absence because of incapacitation due to
illness or injury not due to the employee's own misconduct, the authorized reimbursement
for lodging and subsistence may be continued during the leave period, but not to exceed
in total the authorized cost for return to the employee's official station or residence,
whichever is closer, and then back to the assignment. (Ord. 9206 S 1 1 , 1 9Bg).

3.24.120 Lobbyist per diem in lieu of reimbursement.
for which a county employee would otherwise be reimbursed shall
be a legal obligation of and expenditure by the county when incurred in the course of
"lobbying" as defined in RCW 42.17.020(18), or in the course of providing requested
information to an official or officials of another government agency.
B. Any employee of the county, when assigned to a session of the Washington
state legislature as a full time "lobbyist" as defined in RCW 42.17.020(19), shall be
authorized to receive, in lieu of meals and incidentals and lodging cost reimbursements
provided for in this chapter, an allowance for each and every consecutive day of a session
at a rate equivalent to that authorized for members of the Washington state legislature in
accordancewith RCW 44.04.120. (Ord. 13257 S 12, 1998: Ord.9206 S 12, 1989).

A. Any expense

3.24.130 Expense reimbursement.
Travel expenses. The traveler shall submit a fully iternized travel expense
voucher to obtain reimbursement for travel expenses reimbursable under the provisions of
this chapter. Travel expense reimbursement claims shall include the time, place, business
purpose and participants in accordance with procedures established by the presiding
elected official and on forrns approved by the department of finance. Any applicable
conference, convention or seminar brochure; airline itinerary, travel arrthorization(s) and
justifications for exceeding the established limits for travel expenses shall be attached to
the travel expense reimbursement clarm.
'1. For travel to a foreign country, the travel reimbursement claim shall show the
total cost in the foreign currency, converted to U.S. dollars. The exchange rate shall be
determined using either the rate published in the Wall Street Journal on the date
representing the mid-point of travel, or the receipt provided by the bank or hotel making
the exchange transaction, provided it shows the exchange rate, date and transaction fee.
2. For travel to Canada, the department of finance shall ensure that the
necessary forms and records are submitted to the appropriate Canadian government to

A.

request the goods and services tax refund. Requests for refunds shall be made upon
completion of travel claim and voucher review.
B. Nontravel expenses. The employee shall submit a fully itemized expense
voucher to obtain reimbursement for reimbursable nontravel expenses.
C. Receipts prepared and issued by the service provider or copies of endorsed
checks are required wherever this chapter provides for actual cost reimbursement, except
that receipts are not required for expenses of less than ten dollars.
D. Persons responsible for approving expense reimbursement claims shall be the
respective presiding elected official or designee but shall not be subordinate to the claimant.
E. The approving official of expense reimbursement claims shall ensure that one
political subdivision does not pay expenses properly attributed to another, in violation of
RCW 43.09,210. (Ord. 13257 S 13, 1998: Ord. 12077 S 10, 1995).

3.24.'140 Repayment of unauthorized reimbursements. The department of
finance shall seek repayment of expenses from the person who was reimbursed
whenever an audit or subsequent review of travel expense reimbursements finds that
such expenses were reimbursed contrary to the provisions of this chapter. (Ord. 13257
14, 1998).

S

3.24.150 lmplementation.

A. Each presiding elected official shall be responsible for preparing

and adopting
administrative policies and procedures for submittal, approval and reimbursement of
expense claims. Such policies and procedures shall include examples of the types of
expenses allowed and disallowed, consistent with the provisions of this chapter. Should
a presiding elected official not adopt the necessary policies and procedures within thirty
days of December 10, 1998, the policies and procedure adopted by the executive shall
apply until the presiding elected official adopts the necessary policies and procedures.
B. The department of finance shall be responsible for developing and
disseminating the forms required to authorize and reimburse expenses. (Ord. '13257 S
15,1998).

3.24.160 Reporting. The department of finance shall annually provide to the
council a report, by department, agency or office, listing reimbursements made under the
provisions of ihis chapter. At a minimum, the report shall include.
A. Reimbursement for lodging expenses that exceed the federal lodging limits
provided for in K.C.C 3.24.070 and the reasons therefore; and

B. Reimbursement expenditures made to candidates for employment interview
expenses under K.C.C. 3.24.020; and
C. Refreshment expense reimbursements provided for county functions under
K.C,C. 3.24.080. (Ord. 13257 S 16, 1998)
3.24.170 Reimbursement of moving expenses for certain employees.
A. VVithrn the executrve branch, rncludrng the department otyudrcral admrnrstration,
the director of the department of human rosources may authorizo in writing at the written
request of the appointing authority reimbursement of reasonable and necessary moving
expenses for the following categories of county employees:
1. Persons whose appointments require council confirmation and who have been
so confirmed,
2. Persons appointed by the county administrative officer to exempt positions;
3. Persons appointed by the directors of executive departments to exempt
positions; and

4. Persons hired for positions requiring specialized knowledge, skill or abilities
that the director of the department of human resources has confirmed in writing are not
found in the local labor market. However, this subsection A.4. may be used no more than
four times each calendar year.
B. Within the legislative branch, the department of assessments, the department
of public safety, the department of elections, the office of the prosecuting attorney, district
couri and superior court, the presiding elected official may authorize, in writing, the
reasonable and necessary moving expenses of employees appointed within their
agencies.
C. The forecast council may authorize, in writing, reimbursement of the reasonable
and necessary moving expenses of tlre chief econonrist.
D. Moving expenses may not be reimbursed unless the following conditions are
met:

1. The reimbursement is permitted undersubsection A., B. or C. of this section;
2. The relmbursement is necessary to obtain the services of the rndrvrdual whose
moving expenses are being reimbursed;
3. The reimbursement is limited to reasonable and necessary moving expenses,
which may include the cost of travel directly to the place of new residence following
appointment;
4. The reimbursement to a particular ernployee does not exceed a total of fifteen
thousand dollars;
5. The reimbursement will not create a need for a supplemental appropriation to
the department, agency or office in which the individual is employed;
6. Before the appointment the appointing authority and the appointee agreed to
the reimbursement in writing;
7. The written reimbursement agreement provides that if the appointee leaves
county employment, either voluntarily or involuntarily, less than two years after the
appointment, the appointee shall repay to the county, within thirty days after leaving
county employment, the entire amount of the reimbursement, and
8. Reimbursement of specific expenses complies with the other limitations
contained in this chapter.
E. Moving expenses may not be reimbursed for confidential secretaries or other
exempt clerical positions.
F. To the extent that reimbursement of moving expenses is permitted under this
section, the appointlng authority may pay the third party provider of moving services
directly, rather than by reimbursing the employee, subject to any applicable requirements
concerning the county's purchase of goods and services from third parties. (Ord. 18793
527,2018: Ord. 17974 $2,2015: Ord. 16391 S 21,2009'. Ord.14199S31 ,2001: Ord.
13257 S 18, 1998: Ord. 12014 S 56, 1995).

3.28

COMPENSATION FOR USE OF PRIVATELY OWNED VEHICLES

Sections:
3.28,010
3.28.020

Generally
Amount.

3.28.010 Generally. The executive, legislative and judicial branches of county
government may, at their individual option, establish a system of reimbursement on a
monthly allotment basis for use of privately owned vehicles used in connection with county
business in lieu of permanently assigned county vehicles. (Ord. '1902 S 1 ,1974).

3.28.020 Amount. The compensation provided for in K.C.C. 3.28.010 shall not
exceed the average monthly charge billed by the department of executive services for
equivalentvehicles. (Ord 18791 S 14,2018: Ord. QA77 S 11, 1995).

3.30

USE OF COUNTY VEHICLES TO COMMUTE

Sections:
3.30.010
3.30.020
3.30 030
3,30.040
3.30.050
3.30,060
3.30.070

Purpose.
Definitions.
Take-home vehicle assignment policies and criteria.
Authority to approve take-home vehicle assignments.
Record-keeping.
Semiannual reevaluation and update
take-home
assignments.
Exemption.

of

vehicle

3.30.010 Purpose. The purpose of this chapter is to ensure the proper use of public
funds with regard to the county's practice of allowing employees to commute to and from
work in county owned vehicles. The intent of this chapter is to:
A. Restrict the number of county owned vehicles being used by employees to
commute to and from work;
B. Establish criteria and policies for evaluating and authorizing take-home vehicle
assignments;
C. Require the fleet services division of the department of executive services to
document the number of current take-home vehicle assignments;
D. Require the fleet services division of the depaftment of executive services to
develop administrative rules for implementing the provisions of this chapter; and
E. Require the fleet services division of the department of executive services to
reevaluate all take-home vehicle assignments in accordance with the policies and criteda
established in this section, (Ord.'18791 S 15,2018. Ord. 12077 S 12, 1995).

3.30.020 Definitions. For purposes of this chapter, the following terms shall have
the meanings set forth below:
A. "Assigned take-home vehicle" means a county vehicle which is used by a county
employee for county business and for regularly commuting to and from the employee's
home and work station.
B. "Assigned vehicle" means a county vehicle assigned to a department or county
employee for county business, but not for employee commuting to and from the employee's
home and work station.
C. "Emergency Response" means an employee response to an emergency
situation requiring immediate attention for the protection of life or property.
D. "Motor pool dispatch vehicle" means a vehicle issued from a central motor pool
for a single trip or for less than three working days.
E. "Occasional overnight usage of county-owned vehicles" means county
employees taking home county-owned vehicles after attending night meetings or other
county business activities that occur outside an employee's normally scheduled work hours.
Occasional overnight usage of a county-owned vehicle shall mean no more than twelve
times per quarter on average.
F. ''Work station" means the office or site a county employee reports to perform
normally scheduled work. (Ord. 11183 S 1, 1993).

3.30.030 Take-home vehicle assignment policies and criteria. The Council
wishes to restrict the number of take-home vehicles provided to county employees, To
accomplish this objective, thc following policies and criteria shall be used as the basis for
authorizing take-home vehicle assignments:
A.1 . For county business before or after normal working hours, providing motor pool
dispatch vehicles or travel reimbursement is preferred over the assignment of take-home
vehicles.
2. The assignment of a take-home vehicle is neither a privilege, nor a right of any
county employee.
3. Take-home vehicle assignments shall not be made based on employee merit
ot ettrployee status.
4. Wherever possihle, county vehicles shall be picked Lrp and dropped off at
desigttated county parking areas, thereby avoidirrg the assignnrent of take-horne vehicles.
B. Take-home vehicle assignment criteria:
1.a. Take-home vehicles may be assigned to county employees who:
(1) have primary responsibility to rcspond to cmcrgcncy situations that rcquirc
immediate response to protect life or propefty,
(2) respond to emergencies at least twelve times per quarter;
(3) cannot use alternative forms of transpotlation to respond to emergencies;
and

(4) cannot pick up county-owned assigned vehicles at designated sites.
Emergency response assignments shall be supported by data demonstrating the
actual number and nature of emergency responses in the prior year, and estimates of
future emergency responses. ln addition, there must be an explanation why an
employee cannot use alternative forms of transportation to respond to the emergencies
or pick up county owned assigned vehicles at designated parking areas.
b. Take-home vehicles may be assigned if employee travel reimbursement costs
are greater than the commuting costs associated with overnight vehicle usage. Lost
productivity costs, the cost of the time it takes an employee to travel from a designated
county parking facility to the employee's work station, shall not be included in thc calculation
of economic benefit to the county. ln addition, there must be an explanation why an
employee cannot use alternative forms of transportation or pick up county owned vehicles
at designated parking areas.
3. Take-home vehicles may be assigned if an employee needs specialized
equipment or a special vehicle to perform county work outside an employee's normally
scheduled work day. Employees taking a county vehicle home must have primary
responsibility to respond to emergencies. Special equipment vehicle assignments shall be
supported by information describing the special equipment needed to perform the county
work. The need for communication access, such as car radio, telephone and similar
devices, shall not be considered adequate justification for a take-home vehicle assignment.
4. Special clean transportation technology demonstration vehicles may be
assigned to county employees for a limited duration in order to promote and demonstrate
the viability of low-emission, energy-efficient technologies and fossil fuel alternatives. To
encourage the maximum public visibility of clean technology demonstration vehicles,
employees authorized to use the vehicles may also use them both before or after normal
working hours, and may use them as a take home vehicle to encourage such visibility as
an official public use. lncidental personal benefit or convenience from such a public use
does not constitute personal use. (Ord. 15988 $ 2,2007: Ord. 11183 S 2,3,1993: Ord.
10930 S 3-4, 1993).

3.30.040 Authority to approve take-home vehicle assignments. The fleet
services division of the department of executive services shall be the executive agency in
charge of implementing the provisions of this chapter. The division shall:
A. Develop the admtnistrative rules to implement the provisions of this chapter.
B. Evaluate all take-home vehicle assignment requests from executive departments
and administrative offices; and
C. Approve and monitor take-home vehicle assignments requested by executive
departments and administrative offices. (Ord, 18791 S 16,2018: Ord. 14199 $ 32,2001:
Ord. 12077 S 13, 1995).

3.30.050 Record-keeping. The fleet services division of the department of
executive services shall develop and maintain central records of all county take-home
vehicle assignments. The records shall be maintained in one location and shall be readily
available to the council and the public upon request. At a minimum, the record-keeping
should contain:
A. Vehicle assignment by department, division, position title, and employee name;
B. Mileage including a breakdown of commuting mileage and work related mileage
based on a trip log;
C. Number and nature of emergency related calls, if the take-home vehicle is
assigned based on an emergency response justification; and
D. A calculation of savings if take-home vehicle assignment is based on an
economic justification. (Ord. 18791S 17, 2018: Ord. 12077 S 14, 1995).

3.30.060 Semiannual reevaluation and update of take-home vehicle
assignments. The fleet services division of the department of executive services shall,
semiannually, reevaluate and update all executive depaftment take-home vehicle
assignments. By June 30 and December 31 of each year, the fleet services division shall
make available to the council and the public an updated list of take-home vehicle
assignments. The updated list shall identify each take-home vehicle assignment by
department, division, and position title. ln addition, there should be written documentation
for each take-home vehicle assignment which describes how each assignment meets the
policies and criteria set for.th in this chapter. (Ord. 18791 S 18,2018'. Ord. 12077 S 15,
1

9e5).

3,30.070 Exemptions.
A. Commissioned Police Officers. All vehicles assigned to commissioned police
officers including commissioned roads use investigators, and arson investigators shall be
exempt from the provisions of this chapter.
B. Occasional Overnight Usage. Occasional overnight usage of county-owned
vehicles is permitted. Occasional overnight usage may rnvolve:
1. Taking a county vehicle home before or after aitending a meeting away from
the employee's normal place of work; and
2. Taking a county vehicle home when an employee has primary responsibility to
respond to entergencies caused by inclerlerrt weatlrer, surlr as, floodirrg or heavy.srruw
storms,

C, Collective Bargaining Agreement. All represented employees whose collective
bargaining agreement specifically provides for take-home vehicle assignments are exempt
from the provisions of this chapter. (Ord. 11183 S B, '1993: Ord. 10930 S 11, 1993).

3.32
Sections

COUNTY AUTOMOTIVE PARKING FACILITIES

3.32.006
3.32.010

3.32.020
3.32.030
3 32.040
3.32.045
3.32.050
3 32.055
3,32.057
3.32.060
3.32.090

Definitions.
in istrative regulations.
Parking fees - general - method of payment - market survey.
No exemptions - agencies pay for business convenience.
Pubtic parking spaces.
Goai Hill and King Street Center parking garages - parking rates
Reserved spaces for disabled.
Parking rates - monthly.
Goat Hill parking garage - assignment of certain stalls - rates.
Penalties.
Parking fee revenues - disposition,
Adm

3.32.006 Definitions. The definitions in this section apply throughout this chapter
unless the context clearly requires othenruise.
A. "After hours parking" means work tinre parking for employees wlrose nonnal
worl< shifts begin after 1:30 p.m, and end between 9:00 p.m. and 5:00 a.m.

orwho are

required to come into work after 4:30 p.m. "After hours parking" also includes parking on
weekends and holidays that is required by the employee's agency.
B. "Business convenience" means a county business-related requirement. For the

purposes of this chapter, "a county business-related requirement' includes after hours
parking for county employees, parking for commissioned sheriffs office personnel, parking
for county employees working for a specified and limited period on a time-sensitive project
that requires them to arrive before or stay after regular work hours, parking for county
employees who are required as part of their jobs to use their private vehicles to routinely
travel to multiple county business locations, parking for county-owned vehicles and paid
parking for county volunteers authorized by ordinance or by any presiding elected official
as defined by K.C.C. 3.24.010 or the presiding elected official's designee, but for the
executive branch any designee must be at least the highest-ranking employee of a division.
C. "County automotive parking facility" means:
'1. The Goat Hill parking garage located at Sixth Avenue and Jefferson in Seattle;
2. The parking structure located at the regionaljustice center in Kent;
3. County adult detention center parking facilities located at Fifth Avenue and
James in Seattle,
4. Open surface lots that are owned or leased by the county;
5. The Chinook Building parking located at Fifth Avenue and Jefferson in Seattle;
and

6. The King Street Center, located al20l South Jackson Street in Seattle.
D. "County volunteer" means a person who is not a county employee, who performs
service for the county for civic, charitable or humanitarian reasons, without promise,
expectation or receipt of compensation from the county for services rendered and who is
accepted as a volunteer by the county. "County volunteer" includes, but is not limited to, a
person serving as a board member, officer, commission member, volunteer intcrn or direct
service volunteer.
E. "Director" means the director of the county department of executive services or
designee, unless otherwise specified in this chapter.
F. "Public parking" means general purpose parking by persons who are not county
employees and by county employees that park for less than a full day. (Ord. 18618 S 94,
2017'. Ord.18402 S 3,2016: Ord. 17035 S 1,2011: Ord. 1698'1 S 2,2010: Ord. 16677 S
1,20A9'. Ord. 15648 S 2,2006).

3.32.010 Administrative regulations. Administrative regulations adopted by the
department of executive services shall include, but not be limited to, the following subjects:

A. ldentification of positions eligible for reserved and unreserved parking;
B. Regulation of after-hours and weekend parking;
C. Enforcement procedures, including certification and monitoring of carpools

and

the establishment of procedures for handling complaints;
D. Designation of the public parking areas;
E. Prohibition of the resale of the parking stall assignment;
F. Designation of reserved and unreserved parking areas;
G. Establishment of public parking rates at the county automotive parking facilities.
The public parking rates shall be based upon the advice and market rate information
regularly collected and analyzed by the private contractor hired to manage and operate the
lot or by the director in those cases where the lot is not managed by a private contractor.
The director may authorize the contractor to make periodic rate adjustments within a
specified range, but shall periodically review the contractor's rate adjustments, rate setting
methods and research to ensure that they are based on current data; and
H, Designation of open surface lots that are subject to parking charges. (Ord. 1 5950
1,2007:
Ord.'15648 S 3,2006: Ord. 14713 $ 1,2003: Ord. 14262 S 3,2001. Ord.
$
12077 S 16, 1995).

3.32.020 Parking fees - general - method of payment - market survey.
A. All county employees, elected officials and county volunteers shall pay their own
parking fees unless they are parking for the business convenience of the county. The
agency served by an employee, elected official or county volunteer, who is parking for the
business convenience of the county, shall be charged for such parking at a rate equal to
the county employee rate. Current county employees covered by existing collective
bargaining agreements shall be affected only in a manner consistent with state law.
B. The parking fees for monthly parking that is not for the business convenience of
the county shall be paid through monthly payroll deductions from the wages of the
employee or elected official who is assigned the regular use of the county parking stall
regardless of whether that person is assigned the use of a county-owned vehicle, assigned
a vehicle provided at county expense, or uses a privately-owned vehicle.

C. ln order to evaluate the appropriateness of any potential adjustments to
established employee parking rates, the department of executive services, facilities
management division may conduct a survey of the monthly parking rates charged for public
parking in comparable lots. The survey and any employee parking fee recommendations
shall be forwarded to the council for consideration during the budget process. (Ord. 1698,1
$ 2,2010: Ord. 15648 S 4,2006'. Ard. 14713 $ 2,2003: Ord. 14262 S 4,2001: Ord.
12077 S 17, 1995).
3.32.030 No exemptions - agencies pay for business convenience. There shall
not be exemptions from parking fees. County agencies benefiting from parking required
for the business convenience of the county shall pay for that parking. (Ord. '15648 S 5,
2006: Ord. 8753 S 2, 19BB: Ord. 3511 S 4, 1977),

3.32.040 Public parking space. Fublic parking space within county autorrrotive
parking facilities shall be made available to the extent practicable. Members of the public
on county business shall be charged for all time parked. Religious service volunteers who
work at the King County jail are parking for the business convenience of the depaftment of
adult and juvenile detention. (Ord. '16981 S 3,2010: Ord. 10290 $ 1, 1992: Ord. '10175 S
3, 1991: Ord.8753 S 3, '1988: Ord.7863 $ 2, 1986: Ord.3511 S 5, 1977).

3.32.045 Goat Hill and King Street Center parking garages - parking rates. The
rates for county employees parking at the Goat Hill and King Street Center parking garages

shall be as follows.
A. Daily parking for motorcycles: five dollars;

B. Houdy parking: Hourly public parking rates shall apply up to a maximum of
twenty dollars per day for automobiles; and
C. The rate for after-hours parking shall be seven dollars per day. (Ord. '18402 S B,
2016: Ord. 18402 S 5, 2016: Ord. 16981 S 4,2010: Ord. 16367 g 1,2009. Ord. 15950 S
3,2007'. Ord. 15648 S 7,20o6: Ord.14713 S 3,2003: Ord. 14262 S 5,2001: Ord. 13337
$2, 1998: Ord. 11133S2,1993: Ord, 10175S4,1991: Ord.9413$3, 1990: Ord.8816
$ 2, 1989: Ord. 8753 S 6, 19BB).
3.32.050 Parking assignrnerrts.
Spaces shall be reserved for the disabled and located convenient to elevators
(Urd. 15tt48 S 8, 200tj: Ord. 3511 $ 6, 1977).

A.

3.32.055 Parking rates - monthly.
Monthly employee and county vehicle rates for parking in the Goat Hill parking
garage, the Chinook Building, the King County Correctional Facility, the King Street Center
garage and open surface parking lots that are designated by rule to be subject to parking
charges, shall be as follows.
Reserved/ Unreserved
Designated Area Area
1. Vehicle parking
$385.00
$300.00

A.

2. Electric Cars
3. Open surface lots
4. City of Seattle certified carpool
5. Employee ADA (Americans with

$

20.00

$210.00
$ 20.00
$210.00
$150.00

Disabilities Act)
B. The facilities management division of the depaftment of executive services shall
identify surface parking lots where it is reasonable and feasible to charge employees for
monthly parking. These surface parking lots are located at county facilities outside the
downtown Seattle metropolitan core and include, but are not limited to, district courts, health
centers, alcohol treatment facilities, police precincts, youth service centers and similar
facilities. Designation of open surface lots that are subject to parking charges shall occur
by administrative rule adopted pursuant to K.C.C. 3.32.010.
C. For county employees with disabilities that make it difficult or impossible to use

public transit, and who display a disabled parking permit, the fee for covered parking in
facilities managed by the facilities management division shall be fifty percent of the monthly
employee rate, rounding up to the next even dollar. Employees with disabilities shall
receive first priority in the assignment of available parking stalls. (Ord. 18402 S 9,2016.
Ord. 18402 $ 6,2016; Ord. 16981 S 5,2010: Ord.'16696 g 2,2009: Ord. 16367 S 2,200a
15950 $ 5,2007: Ord, 15648 S 9,2006. Ord.14713 S 4,2003: Ord. 14262 g 6,2001:
Ord. '13337 S 4, 1998: Ord. '1 2077 S 18, 1995).

3.32.057 Goat Hill parking garage - assignment of certain stalls - rates.
A. A minimum of five parking spaces within the Goat Hill parking garage shall have
a preferential carpool rate for city of Seattle certified car pools. The preferential rate shall
be seventy percent of the otheruvise-applicable monthly parking rate for monthly public
parking or monthly employee parking as applicable.
B. A minimum of two parking stalls within the Goat Hill parking garage shall be
assigned for ceftified vanpool vehicles with a one-hundred-percent subsidy.

C. A minimum of five preferential parking stalls within the Goat Hill parking garage
shall be assigned for hybrid vehicles that are employee owned or leased. The preferential
stalls shall not be used for county-owned vehicles. The stalls shall be located on level one
of the garage and shall be the stalls closest to the elevator with the exception of disabled
parking stalls. (Ord. 15950 S 7, 2007).
3.32.060 Penalties. The director of the department of executive services is
authorized to issue overtime parking citations and to impound vehicles found to be in
violation of any of the provisions of this chapter or the regulations promulgated under this
chapter. The director may rescind the parking privilege of persons found to be in violation
of this chapterorthe regulations promulgated underthis chapter. (Ord. 14262 $ 7,2001:
Ord.12077 S 19, '1995).
3.32.090 Parking fee revenues - disposition. All revenues derived from parking
fees shall be distributed as follows:
A. Applicable local and state taxes;
B. An allocation to cover rent payments or debt service payments for the Goat Hill
parking garage and pro-rated rent for the parking portion of the Chinook Building;
C. lt is the intent of the council to biennially, during the budget process, identify a
portion of the revenue going to the current expense fund to be transferred to the major
maintenance reserve fund to support major maintenance projects at the garage and other
parking facilities, taking into account the major maintenance model and financial plan;
D. An allocation to the facilities management division of the department of executive
services's internal service fund to reimburse the fund for expenses associated with the
operation of the parking program;
E. An allocation to the children and family set-aside fund for support of health and
human services activities sufficient to increase the allocation from 2004 levels at the local
consumer price index; and
F. The residual revenues distributed to the current expense fund. (Ord. 17926 S 4,
2014'. Ord.15950 $ 6,2007: Ord. 15648 S 10,2006: Ord. 14639 $ 1, 2003: Ord. 14262
S8,2001. Ord. 10290$3, 1992: Ord. 10175S6,'1991: Ord.8753S7, 1988).
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3.36.010 lntent and purpose.
is intended to establish uniform guidance, consistent with state law
governing salary and wage deductions, for the efficient administration of county employee
charitable contributions to qualified nonprofit organizations, donated via the annual drive,
natural disaster relief solicitations and other charitable solicitations. This chapter shall be
liberally construed to accomplish this intention.
B. The purpose of this chapter is to provide a convenient and effective channel
through which county employees may contribute to qualified nonprofit organizations, while

A. This chapter

minimizing disruption to the county workplace and the costs to the taxpayer that multiple
charitable fund drives cause; and to enhance governrnent and community efforls to meet
charitable needs.

C.

The program shall provide guidance, quality control and disbursement of

employee donations to qualified nonprofit organizations and federations as provided by this
chapter, in accordance with rules forthe program. (Ord. 18329 S 1, 2016: Ord. 17332 S 1,
2412'. Ord.16035 $ 1, 2008: Ord. 8575 S 1, '1988).

3.36.020 Definitions. The definitions in this section apply throughout this chapter
unless the context clearly requires otherwise.
"Annual drive" means the annual solicitation of contributions from county
employees by representatives of qualified nonprofit organizations and federations through
oral presentations, printed materials, audio or video media or other similar.
B. "Committee" means the county employee givirrg program committee established
under K C.C. 3.36.030.
C. "Employee giving program" or "the progranr" nrearls tlre year-rorrnd King Corrrrty
sanctioned, employee-based program that provides the process and infrastructure for
administration of employee-directed giving and volunteering to qualified nonprofit
organizations and federations and is administered by the committee in accordance with this
chapter and any rules adopted for the program.
"Federation" means a nonprofit organization that solicits and distributes
contributions on behalf of its member nonprofit organizations.
E. "Qualified nonprofit organization" means a nonprofit organization or federation
that applies to participate in the annual drive and meets the eligibility criteria as provided in
this chapter and any rules adopted for the program. (Ord. 18329 S 2, 2016: Ord. 17332 S
2,2012: Ord. 16035 $ 2, 2008: Ord. 909'1 , 1989: Ord. 8575 S 2, 1 988).

A.

D.

3.36.030 Employee giving program committee.
A. A county employee giving program committee is established consisting

of fifteen
members nominated by the committee, appointed by the executive and confirmed by the
council.

1. The committee shall strive in its nominations to include members representing
the diversity of the county work force, including union representation.
2. The term of committee members shall be two years.
3. A committee member who serves as a federation or nonprofit organization
board member or director, or in a decision-making capacity for a federation or nonprofit
organization, shall not vote on that federation or nonprofit organization's eligibility if that
federation or nonprofit organization applies to participate in the program.
4. The committee shall annually elect a chair and other officers as established in
the committee's bylaws.
B. ln order to operate the program, the committee may:
1. Adopt rules and bylaws consistcnt with this chapter that are necessary to the
conduct of the program, based upon the following principles:
a. seek operational efficiencies;
b. enhance program effectiveness;
c. use innovative best practices;
d. promote equitable access for nonprofit participation; and
e. maintain standards to ensure nonprofit fiscal responsibility and stability;
Establish and apply eligibility rules by which a nonprofit organization may
participate in the program;
3 Coordinate and facilitate the program consistent with this chapter and any rules
adopted for the program. lf the committee determines that a federation or nonprofit

2.

organization is not eligible to participate in the program, the federation or nonprofit
organization may apply to the committee for reconsideration of the eligibility decision;
4. Guide fiscal stewardship of the program;
5. Serve voluntarily without additional wages, including no additional
compensaiion for working beyond normal working hours, and shall be reimbursed by their
employing departments for travel, lodging and meals in accordance with county laws and
regulations. Committee members shall be given release time from regular work hours to
serve on the committee. Employees covered by the overtime requirements of the Fair
Labor Standards Act or state law who are serving as committee members should ensure
that their working hours, including hours worked for the committee, do not exceed approved
hours;
6. Assist the executive or the executive's designee in the selection of a program
administrator; and
7. Solicit and accept from the general public and business communities and all
other persons, gifts, bequests and donations to the county in support of the program. (Ord.
18329 $ 3,2016: Ord,17527 S 127, 2013: Ord. 17332 S 3,2012: Ord. 16035 $ 3,2008:
Ord. 11997, 1995: Ord. 10923$1,1993: Ord,9465$1,1990: Ord.8575S3, 19BB).
3.36.035 Program administrator, The program administrator shall be responsible
for the operational details of the program, including the annual drive and natural disaster
response solicitations, under the general oversight of the committee. The cost of the
program administrator shall be included as part of the administrative cost of the program.
(ord. 17332 S 4,2012).

3.36.045 Campaign participants - requirements

-

notice in campaign

materials.

A,

A federation or nonprofit organization may participate in the annual drive if the
federation or nonprofit organization submits a timely application for participation to the
committee and meets all eligibility standards as established by this chapter and any rules
adopted for the program. An official of the federation or nonprofit organization must certify
on the annual drive application that the federation, each nonprofit organization
represented by the federation, or the nonprofit organization:

1, ls formally recognized by the United States lnternal Revenue Service as
complying with Section 50'1(c)(3) of the lnternal Revenue Code of 1986 or is a
governmental unit of the state of Washington, and for which all contributions to the
nonprofit organization are eligible to be deductible for federal income tax purposes under
Section 170 of the lnternal Revenue Code of 1986,
2. ls registered with the Washington state Secretary of State as provided by RCW
19.09.065 and is in compliance with Washington state laws governing charities to the best
of the knowledge of the individual certifying the application;
3.a. Does not discriminate against any person on the basis of race, color,
religious affiliation, sex, age, national origin, marital status, sexual orientation, disability,
or gender identity or expression or qualrtres tor an exemptron under lrtle Vll of the Crvil
P.ights Act of 1964 ae ar'nended. An affirmation of a participating organization'g
adherence to this subsection A.3.a, or a statement of exemption from this subsection
A.3.a, must be included in the organization's application. A federation must affirm in the
federation's application the adherence to this subsection A.3.a, or a legal exception from
this subsection A.3.a, for each nonprofit organization the federation represents.
b. Nothing in this subsection A.3. denies eligibility to a federation or nonprofit
organization that is otherwise eligible to participate in the annual drive merely because
the federation or nonprofit organization is organized by, on behalf of or to serve persons

of a particular race, color, religious affiliation, sex, national origin, age, marital status,
sexual orientation, disability, or gender identity or expression.
B. Participating organizations' responses provided under subsection A. of tlris
section may be noted in campaign materials. (Ord. 17332 S 6,2012'. Ord. 17047 51,
201 1 (expired January 1,2012): Ord. 16035 S 5, 2008).

3.36.055 Solicitations of donations - limits on use of county property or
equipment - promotional costs - voluntary employee participation.
A. Employees may be solicited for program contributions in accordance with this
chapter.

B. Solicitations and events related to the program must be conducted on county
property during normal county business hours.
C, Employees may use county property for the purposes of solicitations for the
promotion of the program.
D. As provided in RCW 41.06.250(1) and 42.17.130, county propefiy, county
equipment and county employees' working time may not be used during a campaign for
paftisan political purposes, to assist in an individuals election to political office or for the
promotion of or opposition to any ballot proposition.
E. A county employee shall not be coerced to participate in any presentation or to
make any donation to a qualified nonprofit organization. A county employee shall not be
penalized for failing to participate in the program. Departments and offices may authorize
time for department employees to attend presentations about the program. (Ord. 17332
'16035 S 6, 2008).
S 7, 2012: Ord.
3.36.065 Deductions from salary warrants for donations - one-time
donations.
A. Donations under this chapter may include payroll deductions, checks, money
orders, cash, electronic payments and time donations in accordance with K.C.C.
3.12.222.

B. The county shall make deductions from county employees' salary warrants and
pay the moneys collected to the qualified nonprofit organizations and federations
designated by county employees when the deductions and payments are authorized by
county employees in accordance with this chapter. (Ord. 18329 S 4, 2016: Ord. 17332 S
8,2012: Ord. 16035 S 7, 2008)

3,36.075 Disbursements of contributions. After program costs have been paid,
all payroll deductions must be fully disbursed by the county to the designated qualified
nonprofit organizations by the end of the first quarter following the deduction year.
Federations shall make distributions to their member charitable organizations as
designated by contributors.
B. Any undesignated contributions shall be distributed proportionately to the
participating organizations. (Ord. 17332 S 9, 2012: Ord. 16035 S 8, 2008).

3.39

SEATTLE METROPOLITAN POLICE MUSEUM CONTRIBUTIONS FROM
COUNTY EMPLOYEES

Sections:
3.39.010
3.39.020

Purpose.
Deductions -- participation

3.39.010 Purpose. The purpose of this chapter is to provide a convenient channel
through which county employees may contribute membership fees to the Seattle
Metropolitan Police Museum. (Ord. 13909 S 1, 2000).
3.39.020 Deductions -- participation. The county shall make deductions from a
county employee's salary warrants and pay the moneys collected to the Seattle
Metropolitan Police Museum if the employee authorizes the deductions and payments. A
county employee's participation in the program is strictly voluntary. The coercion of an
employee to participate or to make a donation to the program, and the penalization of an
employeeforfailing to participate in the program, are prohibited. (Ord. 13909 S 2,2000),

3.42 WHISTLEBLOWER

PROTECTION
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procedures.

3.42.010 Policy - purpose. Unless prohibited by state law, county employees
are encouraged to repoft on improper governmental action to the appropriate county or
other government official. To assist such reporting and to implement chapter 42,41 RCW,
this chapter provides county employees a process for reporting improper governmental
action and protection from retaliatory action for reporting and cooperating in the

investigation and/or prosecution of improper governmental action in good faith
accordance with this chapter. (Ord. 16580 S 1, 2009: Ord. 11687 S 3, '1995).

in

3.42.020 Definitions. The definitions in this section apply throughout this chapter
unless the context clearly requires otherwise.
A. "Appropriate investigating official" means an investigating official acting within
the investigating official's respective jurisdiction as identified in K.C.C. 3.42.030.D. or any
assistant or representative authorized to receive documents on the investigating official's
behalf, except that for the department of public safety, the only appropriate investigating
official shall be the internal investigations unit or any assistant or representative
authorized to receive documents on its behalf.

B.

"Employee" or "county employee" means any individual who is appointed as
an employee by the appointing authority of a county agency, office, department, council,
board, commission or other scparatc unit or division of county government, however
designated. The term "employee" or "county employee" also includes county elected
officials and members of county boards, commissions, committees, or other multimember bodies.
C. "Good faith" means the individual providing the information or report of improper
governmental action has a reasonable basis in fact for reporting or providing the
information. An individual who knowingly provides or reports, or who reasonably ought to
know that the information or report is malicious, false or frivolous, or information that is
provided with reckless disregard for the truth, is not acting in good faith.

D. "Gross mismanagement" means the exercise of management responsibilities
in a manner grossly deviating from the standard of care or competence that a reasonable
person would observe in the same situation.
E. "Gross waste of public funds" means to spend or use public funds or to allow
public funds to be used without valuable result in a manner grossly deviating from the
standard of care or competence that a reasonable person would observe in the same
situation.

F.1. "lmproper governmental action" means any action by a county officer or
employee that is undertaken in the performance of the officer's or employee's official
duties, whether or not the action is within the scope of employment, and.
a. violates any state or federal law or rule or county ordinance or rule;
b. constiturtes an abuse of authority;
c. is gross rnismanagement;
d. creates a substantial and specific danger to the public health or safety;
e. results in a gross waste of public funds; or
f. prcvcnts thc disscmination of scicntific opinion or altcrs technical findings
without scientifically valid justification, unless disclosure is legally prohibited. This
subsection G.1.f. is not meant to preclude the discretion of agency management to adopt
a particular scientific opinion or technical finding from among differing opinions or
technical findings to the exclusion of other scientific opinions or technical findings.
2. "lmproper governmental action" does not include violations of antidiscrimination laws, violations of collective bargaining or civil service laws, or alleged
violations of agreements with labor organizations under collective bargaining. A properly
authorized county program or activity does not become an "improper governmental
action" because an employee or investigating official dissents from the county policy or
considers the expenditures unwise.
G. "lnvestigating oflicial" means any individual to whom a report may be made
pursuant to K.C.C. 3.42.030.D. or any assistant or representative authorized to receive
documents on the investigating official's behalf.
H. "Retaliate," "retaliation" and "retaliatory action," means to make any
unwarranted adverse change in an employee's employment status or the terms and
conditions of employment including, but not limited to:
1. Denial of adequate staff to perform duties;
2. Frequent staff changes;
3. Frequent and undesirable office changes;
4. Refusal to assign meaningful work;
5. Unwarranted and unsubstantiated letters of reprimand or unsatisfactory
performance evaluations;
6. Demotion;
7. Reduction in pay;
B. Denial of promotion;
9. Denial of training or benefits;
'10. Transfer or reassignment;
1 1. Suspension or dismissal;
12. Other unwarranted disciplinary action,
'13. A supervisor or senior manager or official behaving in or encouraging
coworkers to behave in a hostile manner toward the employee, or failing to take
appropriate action to prevent coworkers from behaving in a hostile manner toward the
employee.
l. "Substantial and specific danger" means a risk of serious injury, illness, peril or
loss, to which the exposure of the public is a gross devtation from the standard of care or
competence which a reasonable person would observe in the same situation.

J. "Written report of improper governmental action" means any writing that alleges
that an improper governmental action has occurred and describes the basis for that belief.
(Ord. 18618 S 95,2017: Ord. 16580 $ 2,2009: Ord. 11687 S 2, 1995).
3.42.030 Right to report - procedures.
A. Every county employee shall have the right to report, in good faith in
accordance with this ordinance, information concerning an improper governmental action.
B. ln reporting improper governmental action, the employee is encouraged, but
not required, to make a written report first to any investigating official as defined by K.C.C.
3,42.020.G;the employee is encouraged to consultwith the office of the ombuds in order
to determine to whom a written report should be made.
C.1. This section does not authorize a county employee to report information that
is subject to an applicable privilege against disclosure at law (e.9., RCW 5.60.060
privileged communications) unless waived, or to make disclosure where prohibited at law.
2. An employee making a written report under this subsection is encouraged to
wait at least thirty days from receipt of the written report by the investigating official before
reporting the improper governmental action to a person who is not an investigating official.
However, reporling to a person who is not an investigating official before this thirty-day
period will not result in the loss of the protections in this chapter,
3. An employee's reporting of the employee's own improper action does not grant
the employee immunity from discipline or termination insofar as the employee's improper
action would be cause for discipline.
D. For purposes of this chapter, the person to whom a written report should be
made is as follows:
1, Reporting sexual harassment to the employee's supervisor, department head
or other government official as set out in the county's adopted procedure for reporting
sexual harassment complaints;
2. Reporting violations of the fair employment practices ordinance, which is
K.C.C. chapter 12.18, to the executive or the executive's designee;
3. Reporting police misconduct to the depafiment of public safety's internal
investigation unit or to the office of law enforcement oversight;
4. Reporting violations of the Code of Judicial Conduct to the Washington state
Commission on Judicial Conduct;
5, Reporting improper governmental action occurring within the district court to
the presiding judge of the district court;
6. Reporting improper governmental action occurring within the legislative branch
to the chair of the council or to the prosecutor;
7. Reporting improper governmental action occurring within the executive branch
to the executive or to the department director of the executive agency in which the alleged
improper governmental action occurred or to the ombuds,
8. Reporting improper governmental action occurring within the department of
judicial administration to the director/clerk of the superior court or to the ombuds;
9. Reporting improper governmental action occurring within the department of
assessn'rents to the assessor or to the onrbuds;
10. Reporting improper governmental action occurring within the department of
elections to the director of elections or to the ombuds;
11. Reporting improper governmental action occurring within the superior court
to the presiding judge of the superior court;
12. Reporting violations of criminal laws to the sherifl or the county prosecuting
attorney;

13. Reporting improper governmental action
to the state auditor or the attorney general;

of the county prosecuting attorney

14. Reporting improper governmental action occurring within the office of
economic and financial analysis to any member of the forecast council or to the ombuds;
15. Reporting violations of K.C.C. chapter3.04, the Employee Code of Ethics, to
the ombuds; and
16. Reporting any improper governmental action for which no other appropriate
recipient of a report is listed in subsection D.'1. through 15. of this section to the ombuds.
E, Any one or more of the following conduct by employees is protected under this
chapter:
1. Reporting improper governmental action;
2. Cooperating in an investigation by any official related to improper
goverlllrlental action, including but not limited to local, state, federal, and internal
investigation; and
3. Testifying itt any official ptoceeding, hearing, or prosecution arising out of an
improper governmental action.
l-. A county officer or employee shall not retaliate, attempt to retaliate or tlrreaterr
to retaliate against any employcc bccausc that cmploycc has in good faith engaged in
conduct protected by K.C.C. 3.42.030.E., or because the county officer or employee
believes the employee has engaged or will engage in such conduct, whether or not such
conduct actually occurred.
G. Any county officer or employee who engages in retaliatory action prohibited by
K.C.C. 3.42.030.F. is subject to disciplinary action including, but not limited to, suspension
without pay, demotion or termination. In addition,]n any elected official who engages in
retaliatory action prohibited by K.C.C. 3.42.030.F. is subjectto censure by motion of the
council and also may be subject to recall from office due to misfeasance or malfeasance
in office.
H. Each appointing authority shall ensure that, upon entering county service or
any time there are material changes to this chapter, every county officer and employee
shall receive a written summary of this chapter, the procedures for reporting improper
governmental actions to investigating officials, the procedures for obtaining the
protections extended, the prohibition against retaliation in this section, and identification
of offices and resources available to help the employee understand the provisions of this
chapter including but not limited to the ombuds's office. The ombuds's office shall assist
in the development of materials. Copies of these summaries shall be conspicuously
posted where all employees will have reasonable access to them. Every county officer
and employee shall also receive a written summary of this chapter at least once every
two years, the summary may be distributed electronically. (Ord. 18618 S 96, 2017: Ord.
'16580 3,2009: Ord. 16391 22,2009: Ord. 11687 4, 1995).
$
S
S
nReviser's note: Added but not underlined in Ordinances
16580 and 18618. See
K.C.C. 1.24.075.

3.42.040 Confidentiality. To the extent allowsd by the Public Disclosurc Act,
RCW 42.56.240 and other laws, the identity or identifying characteristics the identity of
an employee reporting information about an improper governmental action or cooperating
in an investigation of improper governmental action under K.C.C. 3.42.030E.1. or K.C.C.
3.42.03AE.2. shall be kept confidential from all persons except for investigating officials
and their staff. However, the employee may waive confidentiality in a written waiver or
by making the employee's own identity known in connection with the protected conduct
in the course of public testimony or by acknowledging the employee's own identity in a
claim against the county for retaliation. lf applicable, the complainant may state in writing
whether the complainant wishes the complainant's own name not to be disclosed
pursuant to the provisions of RCW 42.56.240(2), which exempts information revealing the

identity of persons who are witnesses to or victims of crime or who file complaints with
investigative, law enforcement or penology agencies, other than the commrssion, if
disclosure would endanger any person's life, physical safety or property. (Ord. 18618 S
97 ,2017'. Ord. 16580 S 4,2009'. Ord. 1 1687 S 5, 1995).

3.42.050 lnvestigations.

A. lf the official receiving a complaint under this section is not the appropriate
investigating official identified in K.C.C. 3.42.030.D.'1, the official receiving the complaint
shall immediately forward the written report to the appropriate investigating official and
notify the reporting employee of the referral.
B, lf a report of improper governmental action meets the definition of a complaint
under K.C.C. 3.04.055, the ombuds, upon receipt of the report, shall investigate that
allegation according to the procedures in K.C.C. chapter 3.04, the Employee Code of
Ethics.

C. lf the ombuds is an appropriate investigating official and the report does not
meet the definition of a complaint under K.C.C. chapter 3.04, the Employee Code of
Ethics, the ombuds upon receipt of the report may refer the report to the department
director of the agency in which the alleged improper governmental action occurred or to
the chief elected oflicial of the branch of government implicated in the allegation; if the
ombuds does not refer to another official, or if the other official's response is not timely or
satisfactory to the ombuds, the ombuds shall conduct an investigation in accordance with
the procedures outlined in K.C.C. 3.42.057.
D. lf a report of improper governmental action is filed with an appropriate
investigating official who is not the ombuds, and a report is concurrently filed with the
ombuds, the ombuds may defer action until the investigation is completed by the affected
department, office or agency. When the ombuds chooses to conduct a concurrent
investigation the ombuds shall notify the executive and the chair of the council.
E. Decisions of the ombuds under this section may not be appealed to the Board
of Ethics. (Ord. 18618 S 98,2017'. Ord. 16580 S 5,2009: Ord. 11687 S 6, 1995).
3.42.055 lnvestigations by investigating officials - powers - procedures prosecutor powers.
A. The procedures in this section shall apply to any investigating official except
the ombuds or the judicial branch. lnvestigations by the ombuds shall be conducted in
accordance with K.C.C. 3.42.057.
B. When an appropriate investigating official who is not the ombuds receives a
report of improper governmental action, the investigating official shall respond to the
reporting employee in writing within thirty days of when the reportwas received with either
a final report or a preliminary report, with a copy of the response to the ombuds. lf
responding with a preliminary report, the official shall include a summary of the status of
the investigation and information obtained thus far, and identifying matters for further
research or inquiry. lf the identity of the reporting employee is not known, the response
shall be sent to the ombuds.
C. Thc invcstigating official shall complcte thc investigation and issue a final report
no later than one year from when the report of improper governmental action was
received. lf the final repoft concludes that there was improper governmental action, it
shall include an action plan for addressing the improper governmental action and provide
reasonable timelines for completing corrective actions.
D. The investigating official shall send a copy of the final report to the reporting
employee and the ombuds.
E. When conductitrg an investigation of improper governmental action occurring
within the legislative branch, the prosecutor may at any stage, issue subpoenas,

administer oaths, examine witnesses, and compel the production of documents or other
evidence; refer the matter to the state auditor, law enforcement authorities or other
governmental agency; and issue reports, or any combination thereof, each as deemed
appropriate,

F. lf the investigating official determines that that the employee reporling improper
governmental action has been retaliated against or is at great risk of retaliation, the
investigating official may seek temporary preventive action, including but not limited to
the transfer of the reporting employee to another department at the request of the
repofting employee or authorizing leave with pay for the reporting employee. lf the
investigating official deems it necessary, the investigating official's recommendation may
be tttade to the executive. Such a temporary preventative action may continue until the
conclusion of any investigation and a permanent resoh-rtion of the matter,
G, To tlre extetrt allowed by law, ittvestigating officials are encoutaged to enter
into cooperative agreements or arrangements for receiving and processing complaints
wtth other agencles or enttties that are investigating related complaints, so that duplication
of functions shall be minimizcd and multiplc rcdundant investigations avoided, (Ord,
18728 S 95,2018: Ord. 18618 g 99,2017: Ord. 16580 S 6,2009).
3.42.057 lnvestigations by ombuds - powers - procedures - fines.
The procedures in this section apply to the ombuds when the ombuds is
investigating a report of an improper governmental action that is not investigated
according to the rules applicable to K,C.C. chapter 3.04, the Employee Code of Ethics,
B. ln determining whether to conduct an investigation, the ombuds may consider
factors including, but not limited to, the nature and quality of the evidence and the
existence of relevant laws and rules; whether the alleged improper governmental action
was isolated or systematic, the history of previous assertions regarding the same subject
or subject matter; whether other avenues are available for addressing the matter; whether
the matter has already been investigated or is in litigation; the seriousness or significance
of the asserted improper governmental action, and the cost and benefit of the
investigation. The ombuds has the sole discretion to determine the priority and weight
given to these or any other relevant factors and to decide whether a matter is to be

A.

investigated.

C. lf the ombuds elects not to investigate the matter, the ombuds shall, before
making a final decision to close the investigation, send a notice to the person who made
the report explaining the factors considered and the analysis applied, summarizing
allegation deficiencies if any, and providing a reasonable opportunity to reply. The
notification may be by electronic means.

D. lf the ombuds determines that that the employee reporting improper
governmental action has been retaliated against or is at great risk of retaliation, the
ombuds may recommend to the head of the department that temporary preventive action
be taken, including but not limited to transferring the reporting employee at the reporling
employee's request to another department or authorizing leave with pay for the reporting
employee. lf the ombuds deems it necessary, the ombuds's recommendation may be
made to the executive instead. Such iemporary preventative action may continue until
the conclusion of any investigation and a permanent resolution of the matter.
E. lf the ombuds elects to conduct an investigation and it appears to the ombuds
that the investigation will take longer than thirty days to complete, the ombuds shall, within
thirty days after receiving the report of alleged improper governmental action, provide the
complainant with a preliminary written reporl that summarizes the procedural status of the
investigation, the information obtained thus far, any preliminary findings as the ombuds
deems appropriate, and identifying matters for further research or inquiry. The ombuds

shall also notify the subject or subjects of the investigation and the agency head of the
need for continued investigation.
F. When conducting an investigatron, the ombuds may at any stage issue
subpoenas, administer oaths, examine witnesses, and compel the production of
documents or other evidence; refer the matter to the state auditor, law enforcement
authorities or other governmental agency; and issue reports; or any combination thereof,
each as deemed appropriate.
G. Upon completion of an investigation, the ombuds shall make a final written
repoft that summarizes the results of the investigation, including findings with regard to
each assertion of improper governmental action and recommended actions. The ombuds
shall complete the investigation and issue a final report within one year of receipt of the
report of improper governmental action.
1 . lf the ombuds determines that no improper governmental action has occurred,
the ombuds shall send the report to the complainant, the subject or subjects of the
investigation and the agency head.
2. lf the ombuds determines that an improper governmental action has occurred:
a. The ombuds shall give the subject of the report an opportunity to respond
before issuing a final report.
b. The ombuds shall send the report to: the complainant, the head of the
department with responsibility for the action or if a department head is implicated, to the
executive and county council; and such other governmental officials or agencies as the
ombuds deems appropriate. The ombuds shall also send a copy of the written report to
the executive or the county council if requested to do so by the complainant, if the ombuds
has not already done so.
c. The department with responsibility for the improper governmental action shall
report back to the ombuds and complainant with an action plan for addressing the
improper governmental action and provide reasonable timelines for completing its
corrective actions. The department's response should be made within fourteen days of
receipt of the ombuds's repoft. lf the ombuds deems that satisfactory action within a
reasonable timeframe has not been achieved, the ombuds shall report the ombuds's
determination to the executive and the county council.
d. The ombuds may impose a fine of not greater than ten thousand dollars on
the department within which the improper governmental action occurred. A fine should
be imposed for improper governmental actions that are exceptionally egregious or for
which corrective actions have been highly unsatisfactory. The department shall be given
a reasonable opportunity to be heard before imposition of any fine. Proceeds collected
from any fine shall be deposited into an account to be used for the purpose of educating
employees about this chapter or may be applied by the department toward the cost of
administrative leave paid to the employee reporting the improper governmental action
where the reason for the administrative leave is related to the employee's reporting.
H. At any stage in the investigation, the ombuds may, with the agreement of the
pafiies, recommend, arrange for, convene, or conduct voluntary mediation between the
employee and either the subject of the investigation or agency head, or both, with cost
sharing, if any, to be determined by the parties.
1. lf the parties reach agreement as a result of mediation, the ombuds may close
the investigation.
2. The response times from subsection E. of this section shall be tolled for the
duration of the mediation process.
3. Mediation and other informal resolution processes are voluntary. No employer
or employee shall be pressured into participating in such processes, and no negative
inferences shall be drawn if any pafty declines to participate in such processes. lf a party
agrees to participate in voluntary mediation or other informal resolution process, that party

is under no obligation to accept the resolution recommended by the mediator, the

ombuds, or any other person participating in this process, and no negative inferences
shall be drawn as a result of a refusal to accept such recommendations.
L The ombuds may close an investigation at any time the ombuds determines that
no further action is warranted and shall so notify the complainant, the subject or subjects
of the investigation and the agency head. The ombuds shall also issue any reports as
required by this section.
J. Decisions of the ombuds under this section may not be appealed to the board
of ethics. (Ord. '18618 S 100,2017: Ord. 16580 S 7, 2009).

3.42.060 Repottittg and adjudicating retaliation - ombuds, prosecutor
powers and procedures.
A. ln order to seek relief, an entployee wlro believes the employee has been
retaliated against in violation of K.C.C. 3.42.030.E. must file a signed written complaint
wlthln slx months of when the alleged retaltatron occurred or the employee reasonably
should have known of the occurrence. The complaint shall bc filcd with thc ombuds and
must specify the alleged retaliatory action and the relief requested.
B. The ombuds shall conduct an investigation of the alleged retaliatory action
except that complaints involving the judicial branch shall be forwarded to the appropriate
investigating official for that branch for investigation and complaints involving
councilmembers shall be forwarded to and investigated by the prosecutor.
C. When conducting an investigation, the ombuds or prosecutor may at any stage,
issue subpoenas, administer oaths, examine witnesses, and compel the production of
documents or other evidence; refer the matter to the state auditor, law enforcement
authorities or other governmental agency; and issue reports; or any combination thereof,
each as deemed appropriate.
D. lf it appears to the ombuds or prosecutor after conducting an investigation that
no retaliation has occurred, the ombuds or prosecutor shall so notify the complainant
summarizing the ombuds's or prosecuter's findings and providing a reasonable
opportunity for the complainant to reply before making a final determination.
E. The ombuds or prosecuior shall, within forty-five days after receiving the report
of alleged retaliatory actton, provide the complainant with a written report that summarizes
the results of the investigation, including findings with regard to each assertion of
retaliation and recommended actions. The ombuds or prosecutor shall also send a copy
of the written report to any governmental officials or agencies as the ombuds or
prosecuter deems appropriate. lf the ombuds or prosecutor finds that additional time is
needed to complete the report, the ombuds or prosecuter shall notify the complainant in
writing before the expiration of the forly-five day response period, and shall specify the
reasons that additional time is required. The effect of the notice is to extend for forty-five
days the time period in which a response must be made. Only two such extensions may
be made.

F. The following apply to investigations by the ombuds under this section.
1. lf it appears to the ombuds at any stage in the process that the complainant

is

at great risk of retaliation, the ombuds may recommend to the head of the department
that temporary preventive action be taken, including but not limited to transferring the
individual to another department or authorizing leave with pay. lf the ombuds deems it
necessary, the ombuds recommendation may be made to the executive instead. Such
temporary preventative action may continue until the conclusion of any investigation and
a permanent resolution of the matter;
2. lf the ombuds determines that no retaliatory action has occurred, the ombuds
shall send the report to the complainant, the subject or subjects of the investigation and
the agency head; and

3, lf the ombuds determines that retaliatory action has occurred.

a.

The ombuds shall give the subject of the investigation an opportunity to
respond before issuing a final report;
b. The ombuds shall send the report to: the complainant; the head of the
department with responsibility for the action or if a department head is implicated, to the
executive and county council, and to such other governmental officials or agencies as the
ombuds deems appropriate. The ombuds shall also send a copy of the written report to
the executive or the county council if requested to do so by the complainant, if the ombuds
has not already done so;
c. The department with responsibility for the retaliatory action shall report back
to the ombuds and complainant with an action plan for addressing the retaliatory action
and provide reasonable timelines for when the corrective actions will occur. The
department's response should be made within fourteen days of receipt of the ombuds
report;
d, lf the ombuds deems that the responsible department has not taken
satisfactory action within a reasonable timeframe, the ombuds shall report the ombuds's
determination to the executive and the county council; and
e. The ombuds may impose a fine on the department within which the retaliatory
action occurred; the ombuds shall not impose a fine greater than ten thousand dollars. A
fine should be imposed for retaliatory actions where the department's response to the
retaliatory actions was grossly inadequate. The department shall be given a reasonable
opportunity to be heard before imposition of any fine. Proceeds collected from any fine
shall be deposited into an account to be used for the purpose of educating employees
about this chapter or applied by the department toward administrative leave paid to the
cornplainant where the reason for the administrative leave is related to the retaliation
claim.
G. At any stage in the investigation, the ombuds or prosecutor may, with the
agreement of the parties, recommend, arrange for, convene or conduct voluntary
mediation between the employee and the subject of the investigation and/or agency head.
1 . lf the employer and employee reach agreement as a result of a mediation, the
investigation shall be closed and the employee shall not be entitled to seek a hearing
under subsection L of this section.
2. lf the employer and employee fail to reach agreement, the response times
from subsection C. of this section shall be tolled for the duration of the mediation process.
3. Mediation and other informal resolution processes are voluntary. No employer
or employee shall be pressured into participating in such processes, and no negative
inferences shall be drawn if any party declines to participate in such processes. lf a party
agrees to participate in voluntary mediation or other informal resolution process, that party
is under no obligation to accept the resolution recommended by the mediator, the
ombuds, or any other person participating in this process, and no negative inferences
shall be drawn as a result of a refusal to accept such recommendations.
H. The ombuds or prosecutor may close an investigation at any time the ombuds
or prosecutor deterrnlnes that no further action is warranted and shall so notify the
complainant, the surbject or sr-rbjects of the investigation and the agency head. The
ombuds or prosecutor shall also issue any reports as required by this section.
l. Decisions of the ombuds under this section may not be appealed to the board
of ethics.
J. lf an employee who has filed a complaint of retaliation under this section is
dissatisfied with the progress of the investigation or the response and desires a hearing
under RCW 42.41.040, the employee shall deliver a request for hearing to the head of
the branch within which retaliation is alleged to have occurred within the later of: one
year of when the alleged retaliation occurred or the employee reasonably should have

'

known of the occurrence; or ninety days from receipt of the department's response under
K.C.C. 3.42.060E.2.b. The employee shall notify the ombuds of the request. Within five
working days of receipt of the request for hearing, the county shall apply to the state office
of administrative hearings for a hearing to be conducted as provided in RCW 42.41.04A9)

through (9).
K. An employee shall not have the right to seek a hearing under this section if the
complaint of retaliation is pursued under and falls within the subject matter jurisdiction of
a collective bargaining agreement grievance procedure ending in binding arbitratron or
the career service grievance procedure ending in a hearing before the personnel board.
L. To the extent allowed by law, investigating officials are encouraged to enter into
cooperative agreements or arrangements for receiving and processing corlplaints with
other agencies or entities that are investigating related complaints, so that duplication of
functions shall be minimized and multiple redundant investigations avoided. (Ord. '1861S
S '101, 2017'. Ord.16580 $ B, 2009: Ord. 11687 S 7, 1995).

3.46

DRUG/ALCOHOL EDUCATION AND TESTING

Segtions:
3.46.0'10
3.46.020
3.46.030
3.46.040
3.46.050
3.46.060
3.46.070
3.46.080

Drug/alcohol education and testing program - established
Definitions.
Policy - limited applicability.
Education.
Testing.
Types of testing.
Discipline.
Executive authorized to sign agreements.

3.46.010 Drug/alcohol education and testing program - established. There is
established a program for prohibited drug use/alcohol misuse education and testing
program policy limited to persons employed by King County or employed by a transit
contractor performing ceftain safety sensitive functions as defined in applicable federal
law. (Ord. 12413 S 2, 1996).

3.46,020 Definitions.

A. "Safety sensitive"

relates to the following functions:
Operating revenue service vehicles, including operation when the vehicle is
not in revenue service;
2. Operating nonrevenue service vehicles when operation of such vehicles
requires the driver to hold a commercial driver's license (CDL);
3. Controlling the dispatch or movement of a revenue service vehicle;
4. Maintaining a revenue service vehicle or equipment used in revenue service;
5. Carrying a firearm for transit seclrrity prrrposes; or
6. All employees of independent contractors who perform services for King
County in positionswhich are listed previously. (Ord. 12413 S 1, 1990).

1.

3.46.030 Policy - limited applicability. King County as a federal grantee and
contractor responsible for certain transportation or related operations and programs is
committed to maintaining a drug/alcohol-free workplace to promote both the safety of its
employees, customers and the public and the quality of its services. Every King County
employee or employee of a transit contractor who holds a posiiion which is defined as
safety sensitive is subject to regulations issued pursuant to the Omnibus Transportation
Act of 1991 as subsequently amended, and each employee, in accordance with this act

and under King County authority shall follow applicable rules and regulations promulgated
under K.C.C. 2.98 and/or bargained in good faith under Ordinance 11480, provided that

such rules and regulations shall not limit collectively bargained agreements already in
effect upon August'19, 1996, codified in this chapter. lt is the policy of King County that
the provisions of this chapter shall be strictly related to the intent of the Omnibus
Transpoftation Employee Testing Act of 1991, as subsequently amended; 49 CFR Parts
40,382,653 and 654 and the U.S. Drug Free Workplace Act of 1988, as subsequently
amended and applicable regulations issued pursuant to such acts. The passage of
Ordinance 12413 notwithstanding, nothing in this chapter shall preclude a future legal
challenge enjoining the federal government from abrogating the civil rights protections
contained in the State of Washington Constitution. (Ord.12413 S 3, 1996).

3.46.040 Education. All county employees and employees of independent
contractors who perform safety sensitive functions covered by this chapter shall receive
a copy of the county's prohibited drug use and alcohol misuse education and testing
program policy and appropriate information concerning the prohibited drug and misuse
education and testing program. The executive shall be authorized to establish an
education program appropriate to the functions of employees covered by this chapter.
(Ord. 12413 S 4, 1996).
3.46.050 Testing. Employees subject to alcohol testing under this chapter will
have a sample of their breath tested for the presence of the intoxicating agent in beverage
alcohol, ethyl alcohol or other low molecular weight alcohols and including methyl or
isopropyl alcohol. Any refusal to submit to an alcohol test and all positive alcohol tests
will be reported to the executive or designee. Employees subject to drug testing will have
a sample of their urine tested for the presence of five drugs as follows:

1. Marijuana;
2. Cocaine;
3. Opiates;
4. Amphetamines,
5. Phencyclidine.
All drug tests will be reported by the testing laboratory to a medical review officer

designated by the county who will evaluate the

results. After evaluation and

interpretation, all verified positive test results will be reported by the medical review officer
to the executive or designee, Any refusal to submit to a drug test will be immediately
reported by the collection site to the executive or designee. lf employees test positive as
previously explained, said employees will be notified by the medical review officer that
they have seventy-two hours following this notification in which to request, at their own
expense, that a split urine specimen be tested by another laboratory certified by the state
Department of Health and Human Services. ln the event that the split sample test is
negative, the employee will be reimbursed for the test. Failure to request testing of the
split specimen within seventy-two hours of being notified of a positive test by the medical
review otficer wlll result in the test results from the orlglnal speclrnen belng accepted as
the final test results, Provided, that there will he only one random testing pool for all King
County employees covered by the provisions of this chapter. lndependent contractors
will have the option of participating in one random testing poolfor alltheir employees who
perform safety sensitive functions covered by this chapter. (Ord. 1 8618 S 103,2017: Ord.
12413 S 5, 1ee6).

3.46.060 Types of testing. All county employees subject to the provisions of this
chapter shall be required to submit to the following tests as applicable: pre-employment
tests; post accident tests; random tests; reasonable suspicion tests; and return to

duty/follow-up tests. The executive shall promulgate rules and regulations necessary and
proper to implement this chapter insuring employee confidentiality, the integrity of the
testittg process, safeguardittg the validity of tre test results, arrd ensuring that the test
results are attributed to the correct employee, Provided, that all county employees and
their union representatives, if applicable, subject to the provisions of this chapter shall be
provided with a copy of the appropriate forms prepared indicating the grounds for
requiring an employee to submit to a reasonable suspicion test within twenty-four hours
of testing or as soon as possible thereafter. Provided further, that when available, a
second supervisor will also observe an employee to determine if a reasonable suspicion
test is required and complete the related forms in accordance with this chapter and rules
and regulations promulgated pursuantthereof, (Ord. 12413 S 6, 1996).

3.46.070 Discipline. lt is the policy of King County that employees performing
safety sensitive functions as defined in this chapter, as subsequently amended, will be
subject to discipline as appropriate and specified in procedures and rules promulgated
under K.C.C, 2.98 and collective bargaitrittg agreerrrerrLs adr..rptecl urrder Ordinance
11480. (Ord, 12413 S 7, 1996).
3.46.080 Executive authorized to sign agreements. The executive or designee
is authorized to enter into agreements with alcohol and drug testing services providers as
required forthe implementation of this chapter. (Ord. 186'18 S 104, 2017'. Ord.12413 $
8, 1ee6).
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What ls The Code

fif

Ethics?'

King eor:nty bslieves that pub-lic confidenee in governmenf is essential.
The Code of Ethies is a county'law that supports ihis policy by setting
standard.s to make sure all of our transactions and decisions are falr and honest.

What Doa* Tlta Code f,s?
Wlien its praUlsions are foltowed, th,e code en$ures that the personal and
finaneial interesis bf eimployees and elected officials do nOt present A real or
apparent conflict of lnterest in our responsibilities to serve the public'

Who Is $ubject To The Code?
Alleoun$r employees includlng elected officials and residents who serve as
marnbers of eounty boards, eommissions or othet'multimem:ber bodies are
sgbject tO the code, lt does noi affect employees of the eoun y's judicial braneh',
but does affect ernptayees of the Department of JudiciatAdmlnlstration.

The Purp*se Sf This $umnrxrY
$ince allof us must follow the provisions of the Code of Ethics, we are provlding
you with a surftrnary of the law in plain, language. We have highlightod impor,tant
a6de provisiCIns and given examples of situation.s you may encognter While
working at the County to help you make ethical decisions.

Whc Enforees The CIocl* Of Hthies'J
The King County Ombudsman serves as the enforcement officer for the Code' of
Ethics and' Complaints atteging ethics violations und,er the Code of Ethics shall
be filed with the Ombud'sman's Office.

#

$xst and Hquitable Treatment
{K.c,c. 3.04,0e01
IJSE OF COU$qw FROPERTY
Your use'of cnnnf,y prrnperty is limitad to the oonduot of officiel business and
uses that are available to the general publib. However. de minimi$
use 0f
eounty'owned property by county employees may be authorized by poticy or:
other chaptarns of the Kins county Gode. county properly includes vehlcles,
facilities (buildings, corif€rence roorns, etc.), equipment, materials, supplies,
and county funds.

FREFERENTIAL TREATHSNT AND USE OF OFFIC'AL POSITICIlt{
You have an obllgation tCI treat altcitizens equitably and feirly, you rnay not grant
any special consideration, treatmeRt, or advantage heyond that which is
available
to every other resident, using your official pasltion to obtain special favor-s
for
friends, relatives, business associates or yourself is prohibited.

PSL$$EL AENVITIES
You are eneouraged to participate in the political process on your own time
and
outsido oithe.workplace. You rnay not use county facilities for sueh purposes.
You rnay not use county ptoper{y, including phones,, e-mail, or coplr machines,
on
behalf of political candidates or,ballot issues even during your lunch
hour.

ffi

Avoiding Co:rfiicts af Interest
tK.c.c. 3.04.030)
EUsl

Nr$g

nE[-.3\TloNgHl FS

A conflict of interest Occut's when you have a personal or financial interest. in any
matter ln which you participate or have job responsibilities as a county employee'.

These interests could influence, or appear io infJuence, your professional
judgment and affect your official decision-making. Common confllcts of interest
rnay inctude:

w

Seeking or receiving economic gain for personal or family use throUgh access
to priviteged information or official position.

For example,, if you are working, on the specifications of a caunty
eontractthat require constraction seruices, and your spouse owns.
a aanstractio'n compantt, you are prohibited from telting your spause
the defaiJs af the specifications before they becorne pub.lic.

m

Possessing a financial interest in a firm or organization that does business ol:
seeks to do business with the County and not disclosing that interest to your
supervisor or appointing: authority.

, Far example, if you are seeking a \and develapment cansultant far a
, countlT praject and you a.re.a part owner in a develapmenf busrness
I #iatseeks to do business wifh the County, you must disc/ose fhis fact
,*

Panicipating in or seeking to influence the selection of persons, firms, or
organieations doing'business with the County when having a financial interest
in the outcome.

For examplc, if your spauee is tho diract',r af a nan-prafit arganizafian
campetiig far a cantractwith your counS agency and'you have any
I lob respo nsibilities related ta tke contract, you rrusf disclose this fac't
to your supewisor or appaintin.g authority.

ffi

OUTSIBE FMPLffYMEN?
As a eounty empfo-yee, it is a rrcnfl:ict of interest for you to enter lnto a business
relationship outside county government with any employee for whom you
have
supervisory rosponsibility. lt is also a conflict to enter into a busir.ress r€tailonshlp
with someone you deal with in an official eapacity as a county emproyee. bther
conflicts that could arise from outsicje emplnyment;

u,

*

lJrscussinrg an offer of future employment with anyon,e doing business
or
seeking to do,business with the county if you have reason to suspect that
ttie
offer is intended in any way as comBensation or reward for the performance
or
non-performance of your di.rties as a.county employee.

Discussing an offer of future employment with a person doing business or
seeking to do business with ihe County if you have job r.esponsihiliiies related
to that person unless you have first disclosed in writing to your appointing

authori$ thaf you intend to diserss futune employment witti that person.
To avoid a confliet in this situation, your appointing authority must
designate a

method of pr:ovidfng for en alternate decision maker in matters involving
that
person and tile a memorandum with the Ethics progriam stating
the same.

n

Awarding a coun$ contract or participating in an action that benefits aformer
employerwithin one year of beginning emproyment with the county.

a

Failing to disclose your status as an employee, agent, officer, partner,
director,
or consultant of any person doing business or seeking to d.o business with
the
coung in rnatters in which you participate or have any job responslbi{ities.

d

Accepting compensation or engaging in any gpe of ernployment or seruice
that is incompatible with the offieial and proper discharge of your county
duties
or in any action that could impair your independent judgment in an offieial
capacity.

w

ACCEpTAIIfi€

*r

GIFTS

Accepting anything of value, either directly or indireetllt, from any person,
business, group, or organization thai does business or seeks to do business with
the County in an area where you have responsibllity, orwhen such acceptance
could reasonably be considered to impair your professional and independent
judgment, is prohibited.
are a nanager who admitisfers contracls within your
i:, For examp,le, if youyeRdorse
gift
for the

basket in appreeiation
nds yau a
to accept the gift.
year,
it
is
inappropriate
durlng
the
couflty,s business
of receipt ar
3a
days
wilhtn
donor
gift,
the
it
to
you
return
a
receive
If
give it to a charitable organization. lf 11ou donate.it to charifir, you may not
take a tax deduetion for the donation'
depariment and a

Even if you are not in a position to influence tlre selection of vendors for the
departmen,t, you: may not accept gifts from contractors,

,
:

For example, if a vendor who supplies yaur agency comes inta yaur
office and gives you a desk clock, aceeptanca ls inappropriate. Despite.
the fact that you maka no contract or purch2sing declsfons, the cloc| is
a gift and coutd make other vendars feal obiigated to pravide sim/argiffs.
with vendo,r logos mrghf also

Exeeptions are made for infor:mational, but not promotional, materia[s and
ior ceremonis[ gifts valued under $50 on bona fide, nonrecurring, ceremonial
occasions.

'

For example, if your division cornplefes a la'rge proieet and a vendor gives
you a plaque to cammernorate the occasion, you may keep the plaque as
tong as il is valued under $5A.

ffi

&{EAL$

A i{

D REFRES$4 MFiltTS

Although lt is a common business praotice to lake clients to lunch oi dinner or
allow thenr to take you, this is not acceptable for public employees. lf you are
lnvited to lunch by someone who does businoss or seeks.to,do business wlth the
county in a matter for which you have responsibilit5r or rnay participate; you rnust
pay for yo,ur own mea1,
to,

For exawp'le, il y,au ate rnvrtad f6 a rdcoptio n, open frouse, or.similar
event by vendors, coasuLfants or others wha da business orseekfo
do
busiaess with the county you may accept light retreshments,such as
cofleeltea and doughnufs oi'cookl€s, *itnoit payment if ofrered daring
the conduct o:f officia.l basfness.

.Fost* Hnn

o{cynnent

Re stri ctiCI,ns

{K.C.C. 3.04.035}
For one year afier you leave county ernployrnent, you may not have

a,

financial or

beneficial interest in a contract or grant that was planned, authorized, or funded
by a coun$ action you partieipated in during your employment.

For exarnple, if you leave co.unty emplayment ta wark for a co.nsultant
that lzas a contract with the county, and you had
Job re:sponsiblltties
related to that contract as a county employee, you muat wait one year
before working on th,at same contract.
Additionally, after you leave county employrnen,t you may not disclose or use
any privileged or proprietary information gained during your forme.r ernployment
for your personal benefit or the personal benefit of a member of your immediate
family unless the inforrnation is a matier of pub-lic knowledge or is available
to the public on req,uest. you may not assist any person, whether cr n,ot
for compensation, on matters in which you are personally prohibited from
partlclpating.

ffi

Yau may aecep future employmenl.with the County at any time, including
employment with your forme,r department or appear before the ccunty or seek a
coun$ action'an your own behalf tO the same extent other persons may appegr
before or seek actions by the County. However, for one year after leaving county
employment, you must disclose in writing your past county em:ployment before
participating in any county action,

$rffisERS OF CCIUNTY BOARD$, COn$MlS$l*l'.1s, csMMlTTEr.S
AND MULTIMEMBER BO$IE$
lf you are a mamber of a cou:nty board, cornrnission, committee, or other
multimember body, yourar6 cdnsid:ered a eoutlty employee and all code of

Ethics provisions apply while you are engaged in, servioe on behalf of the Coun$.
Add,itionally, for one year after leaving county service, you are prohibited from
appearing befare the board or oOmmissien on which you serued or lrom receiving
eompensation for serviceg to any' business or person iR any aetion i:n which you
par.ticipated while serving on the board or comrnission.

Far example, if you helped wrlte the specific::ations for a county grant
as a baafd membe4 you may not apply for that grant fot one year after
leaving the board.
IhiS resfricfio n also applies to patiners or associrtes of bus/tresses
orpersons in which yau have a financial rnfercsl. For example' if you
had any particlpation or responsib ilitles in a county contract as a
boa'rd member, no one fram the coffipany yau work for may vie for
that cantract for one Year'

ffi

Disclassre cf Interests by Hmplovees
{K.C.C. 3.04.050}
E

I1SF

LSYEE$, EI.EOTEB SFFIS$A[.S,

A

}ID CAf{DIPATES

lf you are an elected countv official, an employee appninted hy the, cou:nty
Executive, an employee appointed by the eounty Adrnlnisttative officer
or
depa,rtment director and subject to the airproval of the oounty Executive,
an

ernployee of the King caunty councif, or an employee specifically
identified by
the Ethics Program, you must file a stato:ment of financiaf and other
interests
within two weeks of enrployment or appointrnent and on or bafore
Aprit 15th
of each year, In addition,. i!'you are a nominea for appojntmentto
any county
electivo office (except ju icial), or a nomlnee for appointnrent to
a eounty
board or commission, you must file a disclosure statement within
two weeks of
nomination or appointment.
To fl'nd out if you must fite du* to your position with the county,
consurt your

superuisor. The Ethies program can provide you with a cunent
lisi of criter,ia of
who rnust file and filing procedures. For a copy of the disclosure staternent
or
a guide to financial disclosure, visit the Ethics Frogr:am website or
contact the
Ethics Fr.ogram.

Ilisclosure sf trnterests b^'r Cc,nsultants
(K.C,C. 3.04.120)
CO8{SULTAIUTS ANN VFf{CSRS
lf you are a consultant entering into a contract with the Count
to p,rovide
professional or technicalservices to the county costing
gs,000,
over
you must
file a consultant d,isclosure form with the Ethlcs program. No payment
may be

rnade on you'contract until five.tlays afier receipt of the compleled
fbr:m.
For a copy of the disclo.srire form or a gulde to coneultant djscloeuro,
visit
the Ethics ProEram website or contact the Ethics program.

ffi

I{kat I}o I ns If I Have a Patential Canfliet?
{r(c,c.

3.04.037}

First, you must notify y.our supervisor in writing of the potentlal cofifJiet. Then,
he or she mu,st help you to resolve the issue and keep a written record of the
disposition of the issue- You or y,our supervisor malt al*o oa[[ the E'thics Progrart
for information on felevant provisions in the Code of Ethics and for past advisory
opinlons on similar situations.

Ccde of Ethics Corx,plaints, Vi*lations and
Penaltiee
{K.C.C. 3.0'4.055 and K,C.C. 3.04.060}
eomplaints asserting a violation of the Code of Ethics are, made to the
Ombudsman. Upon receipt of a eomplaint, the Ombudsman will review the
allegation to determine if ii constitutes a violation of the Code of Ethics. lf the
complaint is considered to be founded, or if the matter requires additional
exptoratlon, an in\iestigation is initiated by serving the agenc /ttespondent

with a copy of the complaint. lf the complaint is considered to be unfounded,
investigation is declined.
Respondents in ethics complaints are afforded due process rights, such as
the right to be represented by legal counsel. or unlon representation and the
right to prasent witnesses and evidence. Written resuhs of the investigation
include a determiRation as to whether an ethics violation occured. Respondents
may appeal the Ombudsmanrs findings to the Board of Ethics. The Ombudsman
also investigates citizen complaints about the general operations of King County
government (K-C.e . 2.52)', and emptbyee r€ports of impro-per governmental
actlon and rstallatfon pursuant to the whistlebl0wer Protectlon code

(K.G'C,3.42).

s

The Codeof Ethlcs includes provlsions for crirnjnal and civil penalties and
disciplinary actlon for,vioJations of the code. civil penalties include a monetary
amount not to exceed, the lesser of one month's county pay or the amount
authorizEd by law. in addltion, if you are found ln violation of tho codo, you may
be su:bJ€ct tu dlsclplinery eetlbri up t6 find including ter:mination frorn employment.
Such disciplinary action wsuld be taken consistent with Career Service guidelines
and your oolleotive bofgaintrng ogreement (if any).

Hcw lloes tlae Etkiee Frsgrflrm
MISSIOH OF THE EOARB

$en"ve fof,e?

€F €TfiIES

The rnissisn of the Board of Ethics is to ensure the highest standards of publie
service by developing, disseminating, and promoting readily understandable
ethics requirements for King County employees and agencies.

ABVISORV GPIilIgNS
lf you are unturo whether an actlon or interest violates the code, you nlay
requlest an advisory oBinidn directly from the Board of Ethios, Advisor-y opinio:ns

are intended tc provide guidance and prevent future actiorts that may violate the
eode. Requests for advisory opinions must be submitted in writi:ng to the Board of
Ethics or the Ethies office. The board meets once a nronth to consider requests
for adviso'ry opinionsand related issues. All meetings are open to tho public and
those requesting opinions are especially eneourag,ed to afiend. Visit the Ethics
Web site or contact the Ethics office tor the firtl text of all advisory opinions.

ffi

FTI{ICS FIFLF LINE ANE STAFF :NFgRMATIONAL RESPONSES
lf yrou have a q:uestion you berlleve isralated to the Code of Ethios' the Ethiec
Office staff is available to help you make ethical decisions. Call the Ethics Help
Line at 206-263-7821. We are also happy to respond to your inquiry in writing
with a staff informatjonal response, providing guidanee through Ethics Code
references arrd existing advisory opinions.

TRAININS AN* SNil*ATI*N
The Ethics staff conducis weekly edUeation sessions for new eounfy employses,
an in-depth seminar for supervisors, and on-site meetings with employees
to address deparlment-specific concerns. lf you or your agency wOuld like to
dieeuss. issues retated to the Code of Ethics, cohtaet your supoftti$of or the
Fthics offlee to arrange for a meetinE'

#
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I5308 ATTACHMENT A

FINAL: l/28/2019

METROPOLITAN KING COUNTY COUNCIL
Legislative Branch

Polrcrrs IND PnocnnuRrs Acarnst Harussurxr nNp DrscnrulNnrron
I. Policv
The Metropolitan King County Council is committed to providing a respectful,
productive, inclusive, and equitable work environment for everyone. The Council
specifically prohibits :
a

Discrimination or harassment of, or inappropriate conduct toward, anyone on the
basis of race, color, gender, age, creed, disability, marital status, national origin,
religion, pregnancy, gender identity or expression, domestic violence
victimization, sexual orientation, honorably discharged veteran or military status,
use of a service or assistive animal by a person with a disability, or any other
status protected by federal, state or local law;
Sexual harassment; and

a

II.

Retaliation against anyone who reports a potential violation of this policy or
participates in any process related to investigating or resolving a report made
under this policy.

Application

This policy applies to all Councilmembers, employees, agents, and contractors of the
council. All employees, anyone meeting with or appearing before the Council and the
public are expected to comply with this policy.
Employees with supervisory responsibilities (including Councilmembers) shall model
appropriate behavior and strive to cultivate and maintain a work environment that is free
from discrimination, harassment, sexual harassment, inappropriate conduct, and

retaliation.
This policy is supplemental to other procedures available under federal, state, and local
laws, including but not limited to the Whistleblower Ordinance (KCC chapter 3.42), the
Ethics Code (KCC chapter 3.04), and the Fair Employment Practices Code (KCC chapter
12.1 8). Individuals are encouraged to report pursuant to this policy, but continue to have
the right to utilize other processes established by law including the federal Equal
Employment Oppornlnity Commissiort, the state Human fughts Commission, the county
Offine of Civil Rights, anrJ private lngal ac,tion.

III. Definitions & Examples
The following definitions and examples are intended to include and supplement those
found inKing County Code chapter 12.18:
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mental, developmental, or physical impairment that: (l)
is medically recognized or diagnosable; (2) exists as a record or history; or (3) is
perceived by the employer to exist, whether or not it actually exists. A disability
exists whether it is temporary or permanent, common or uncommon, mitigated or
unmitigated, limits the ability to work generally or work at a particular job, or limits
any other activity.

B. "Disability" rneans a sensoly,

C. "Discrimination"

occurs when a person is treated differentially or adversely affected,
overtly or cove,fily, by an action of or the faihrre to act hy another person on the hasis

ofprotected status.

D.

"Harassrnent" is unwelcome conduct ilr violation of this policy. Harassrnent can take
mauy ftruus and uray includc itutucndoes, unwelsotnc complituents, suggestive ol
insulting noises, through the use of digital media and social media, facial expressions,
vulgar language, nicknames, slurs, derogatory comments, cartoons, epithets, jokes,
pranks, written materials, offensive gestures or touching, and any other verbal or
physical conduct relating to an individual and based on a protected status. It is a
violation of this policy and may be illegal when:
(l) The conduct has the purpose or effect of creating an intimidating, hostile, or
offensive working environment or interferes with a person's performance;
(2) Enduring the conduct becomes, either explicitly or implicitly, a condition of
continued emplolmrent; or
(3) The conduct otherwise unreasonably affects an individual's employment
opportunities.

E.

"Inappropriate condnot" is conduct that may not rise to the level of unlnwfirl
discrimination, harassment, or retaliation but nonetheless sends a negative message or
results in a hostile, derogatory, or negative environment based on protected stafus.

F.

"Protected status" includes an employee's sex, age, creed, disability, ethnicity, marital
status, national origin, race, color, religion, pregnancy, gender, gender identity or
expression, genetic information, sexual orientation, veteran or military status, use of a
service animal, and any other status protected by federal, state, or local law.

G. "Retaliation"

means taking an adverse action against someone because that person
made a good faith report of a possible violation of this policy or participated in any
process related to investigating or resolving a report under this policy. Retaliation is

strictly prohibited.

H. "sexual

harassment" is a specific type of harassment and a form of discrimination.
It includes unwelcome sexual advances, requests for sexual favors, displays of
sexually oriented materials, and otherverhal orphysical conduct ofa sexnal
nature. It is a violation of this policy and may be illegal when:
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1.

The conduct has the purpose or effect of creating an intirnidating,
hostile, or offensive working environmsnt or interferes with a person's

perfomrance;

2. Enduring

the conduct becomes, either explicitly or implicitly, a condition

of continued employment; or

3. The conduct ottrerwise

unrcasonably affects an individual's
employrnent opportunities.

IVJrocedures
The Council's paramount interest under this policy is to ensure a respectful, productive,
inclusive, and equitable work environment for everyone. Discrimination and harassment
are unacceptable and will not be tolerated at the Council.

Anyone who experiences or observes any potential violation of this policy is strongly
encouraged to bring questions or concems to a supervisor (a list of supervisors is
appended to this policy). Every attempt will be made to keep matters confrdential to the
extent permitted by law. Any ernployee who is unsure as to options, actions, and
remedies rnay wish to start by contacting the County's Employee Assistance Program
(described further in the external procedures set forth, below). Anyone may file a
complaint or make a reporl of possible violations of this policy using the extenr.al or
internatr procedures provided in this policy. The procedures and remedies provided in this
policy are in addition to all other federal, state, and Iocal processes provided by law,

Internal Council Procedure.

A.

Members of the public and those not ernployed by the Council are not expected to
know the intemal supervisory structure of the Council, and they may report any
potential violation of this policy to any Councilmember or employee of the
Council, who shall then report that potential violation to the chief of staff (or, if
the alleged violation involves the chief of staff, to the Council's chief legal
counsel) for further action pursuant to this policy.

B.

Employees who experience, observe, or learn of any potential violation of this
policy are encouraged to report the behavior to any of the following individuals:
l. the employee's own supervisor;
2. any other supelisor;
3. the chief of staff; or
4. the Council's chief legal counsel.
Liets of suporvisors shdl bc madc availablc to all omployccs and also bc
included with copies of the policy and materials provided in training.

C.

Supervisors, including Councilmembers, who observe or leam of possible
violations of this policy or who receive a complaint or concern from an
employee regarding such allegations) must promptly report the potential
violation to the chief of staff. If the complaint or concern involves the chief
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of

staff, then the supervisor shall prornptly report to the Council's chief legal
counsel. The EAC may designate a person in addition to the chief of staffto
perfom the duties set forth in the following sections. That designation shall be
made as an amendment to this policy.
Supervisors who fail to comply with this responsibility rnay be subject to censure or
discipline, up to and including discharge. Every attempt will be made to keep matters
confidential to the extent permitted by law.
In addition, supervisors shall notifu employees at the beginning of any related
conversaLion thal. Lhcy may wish tr-r firs[ conlact the County's Employee Assistance
Program to fully understand the array of options available to the employee.

D.

Oncc

E.

If a report of an alleged violation by a Councilmember is received by the chief of
staff; then the chief of staff shall promptly and appropriately determine whether
the complaint or concern can be addressed without formal investigation and
referral to the Employment antl Administration Committee, or whether it instead
requires fbrmal investigation and referral to the Employment and Adnrinistration
Committee (EAC). Under all circutnstances and regardless of referral, they shall
notifli the Chair of the Council. If the allegation applies to the Chair of the
Counoil, chief of staff shall alerl one of l.he Council Vice Chairs.

rcpoft of an allcgcd violation by staff is rcccived by thc chief of staff (or,
in the case of an alleged violation by the chief of staff, by the chief legal
counsel), then the chief of staff shall promptly and appropriately determine
whether the complaint or concem can be addressed without formal investigation
and referral to the Employment and Administration Committee, or whether it
instead requires formal investigation and referral to the Employment and
Administration Committee (EAC). The employee willbe consulted regarding
the nature of the investigation in terms of formal or informal.
a

The Council notes the power disparity between staff and elected officials and
intends that all serious allegations in which violations may have occurred by
Councilmembers be handled by other Councilmembers, starting with referral to
EAC. Such allegations would constitute ones that rise above possible
misunderstandings or one-off comments and must meet the threshold of
systematic, repetitive discnminatory or harassing behavior or the perception of
such.

F.

If the chief of staff (or, in the case of an alleged violation by the chief of staff, the
chief legal counsel) detemrines that the matter can be resolved informally and
without referral to EAC, then the chief of staff shall:

J.

Document in writing:
a. the complaint or concern;
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b.

c.
d.
e.

2.

the agreement of those affected by the complaint or concem to
handle the matter informally;
the determination that no forr,nal investigation or referral to
EAC was necessary, and the reasons for that determination;
any steps taken to resolve the complaint or concern; and
obtain a signature from any affected employee(s) reflecting
recognition of the resolution of the complaint and their specific
interests in anonymity or any other special requests.

Notify the complainant of the determination and any steps taken to
resolve the complaint or concern.

Ifthe chiefofstaff(or, in the case ofan alleged violation by the chiefofstaff,
the chief legal counsel) determines that further investigation and referral to EAC
are necessary, in all cases where a Councilmernber is alleged to have violated
this policy, or in case of an appeai, then the chief of staff shall:

1.

2.

Immediately notifu each member of EAC that a matter to be referred to
EAC is pending and that a briefing on it will be provided at the next
EAC meeting. If the complaint or concems involve a personal or
district support and constituent services staff member of a
Councilmember, then the Councilmember employing that staff
member shall also be advised;
Take steps to safeguard employees and facilitate investigation even

prior to EAC being able to meet and act upon a matter referred under
this policy. In cases of a more serious nature, these steps may include
separating affected employees pending completion of the investigation
sr resolution of the matter;

3. Inform parties accused

of a violation of the policy and of the referral to
EAC, and advise them that they may participate in the process, review
evidence and statements submitted in support of the allegation, and
have opportunities to refute the allegation or offer an explanation or
mitigating circumstances, including an opportunity to rnake a
presentation to EAC, directly;

4.

Conduct a prompt and thorough investigation to determine whether a
violation of this policy has occurued based on all facts aud
circumstances, the nature of the allegation, and the context in which
the alleged incidents occurred. As appropriate and with the approval
of EAC, an outsids investigator may be retained. Upon completion of
the investigation, the chief of staff shall make preliminary
recommendations on what action should be taken, including, as
appropriate, mediation of the matter; and
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5. Brief EAC on the results

of the investigation and recommended
disposition of the complaint or concern, and any recommended
corrective and/or preventive measures such as discipline, training,
counseling, and monitonng;

Upon notification of a complaint or concern being referred to EAC by the chief of
staff(or, in the case of an alleged violation by the chief of staff, the chief legal
counsel), the chair of EAC shall promptly schedule an EAC rneeting to consider
the matter. If the complaint or concern involves a member of EAC, the chair shall
direct that, unless invited by the chair to address EAC, then the involved member
not attend or participate in that portion of any meetings of EAC at which the
cutttplairrt or u('luunr will Lc corrsitlctctl. Whcrs approlt iate, the chail nray ditect
that the complainant and accused violator be separated or that any other steps be
taken which are Recessary to immediately safeguard employees, prevent
retaliation, or assist with an investigation. If the matter referred alleges violations
of this policy by the chair of EAC, then the vice chair shall act in this role instead.

EAC shall promptly meet to consider matters referred under this policy. To
preserve confidentiality and to the extent permitted by law, tlte members shall
meet in executive session. After being briefed by the chief of staff (or, in the case
of an alleged violation by the chief of staff, the chief legal counsel) EAC will
decide whether further investigation is warranted and, if so, direct that further
investigation and follow-up. Ultimately, EAC will issue a written final
disposition of the matter which, as appropriate, should include findings.
conclusions, and actions taken in response. When EAC deterrnines that it is ready
to issue a final disposition of the matter, it shall:

1.

Adopt by vote the final disposition; and

2.

Direct the chief of staff or to implement the final disposition of EAC

ln the case of allegations of violations of this policy by a Councilmember, only the
chief of staff or other person selected by EAC may be involved in the
investigation or work with an outside firm on the investigation. The final
disposition of EAC must either:

a. Exonerate the member;
b. Intervene or take steps to remedy

c.

any problem or
providing
including
misunderstanding,
training or counseling;
or
Recommend to the full Council censure or other disciplinary
action in the form of a motion to be considered and acted upon
by the full Council at the second full Council meeting
following the EAC recommendation. No recommendation of
censure or disciplinary action to the full Council shall be made
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unless EAC has first contracted with an independent iaw firm
or other outside ilvestigator to perforrn an investigation and
mako a reporl that includes findings of fact.
Once EAC has issued its final disposition, then the chief of staffshall:

5.

Implement the actions set forth in the final disposition of EAC,
including discipline (if any) and any corrective or preventive rneasilres.
If any discipline is appealed to the full council, the discipline shall not
be imposed until the appeal is decided, but corrective or preventive
measures may be enforced even while an appeal is pending;

.

Inform the employee who raised the cornplaint or concern, the accused
employee, and any supervisor who received the report of a complaint
or concem, of the results of the final disposition;

8.

For a reasonable period of time, monitor for repeat behavior or
retaliation against any person involved in the filing or investigation of,
a complaint or concern; and

9.

Maintain all records related to the matter.

7

External Procedure

-

The Employee Assistance Program.

The Council recognizes that those experiencing or witnessing a potential violation of this
policy may wish to use a process outside of the Council. Persons may wish to access
other available federal, state, or local resources. In addition, the Council recommends use
ofthe Employee Assistance Program. King County's Employee Assisknce Program
(EAP) is a free county resource that provides county employees with counseling and
coaching around work related concerns and problems, including workplace stress and
conflict with co-workers, EAP also provides general workplace coaching and counseling.
EAP can listen, provide general advice, explain policies and options, and assist with
complaints. EAP may also work to resolve complaints'where appropriate. EAP
endeavors to keep all rnatters confidential to the extent perrnitted by law, Use of EAP
does not preclude use ofthe internal Council procedure.

V. Remedies & Disciplinarv Action
The Council's paramount interest under this policy is to ensure a respectful, productive,
inclusive, and equitable work environment for everyone. ln cases where a violation of this
policy rnay havc occurrcd, thc Council will work to frst ellsurc thc safety of anyoue
negatively affected and to stop any further behavior that could be a violation. The
Council recognizes that workplace interactions and relationships can be cornplex and that
misunderstandings can occur. The Council also recognizes that intentional violations
require different responses than unintentional violations or misunderstandings. Where
appropriate, behavior should be corrected and goodbehavior modeled as an exarnple.
Counseling and coaching should be considered as appropriate remedies in the case of
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misunderstandings or ignorance. The remedy and disciplinary action should be
cornmensurate with the nature of the violation, and repeated violations by the same
person should be considered in determining an appropriate response. The Council does
intend to penalize those persons whose violations are intentional or serious, and
violations of this policy may lead to censure or discipline, up to and including discharge.

VI. Appepls
A coruplainaut wlro is dissatisfierl with the way his or lrer complaint

is being handled uray
take his or her concems directly to the Ernployment and Administration Committee or the
full Council for review and further disposition. EAC shall follow the procedures set forth
in the policy. The full Council may review and resolve an appeal as it directs by motion.
To preserve confidentiality and to the extent permitted by law, thc msmbers shall mcct in
cxccutive scssion.

VII. Confidentialitv
Every effort will be made to treat all reports and procedures undertaken pursuant to this
policy as confidential, but confidentiality cannot be guaranteed and disclosure may be
required by law.

VIII. Trainine & Distribution
The Council's paramount interest under this policy is to ensure a'respectful, productive,
inclusive, and equitable work environment for everyone, and training is key.
employees will receive training on this policy as a distinct unit apart from any
otler new employee training. AII employees will undergo refresher trainings oti this
policy at least every two years.

All new

Supervisors shall receive training that emphasizes their specific obligations under this
policy as supervisors when they become supervisors, and all zupelisors shall undergo
refresher fraining at least every two years. Supervisor training will specifically include
instruction on how to handle a complaint promptly, effectively and in way that respects
the vulnerability and privacy of the individual reporting the incident, the application and
limitations of confidentiality, and the legal duties required of the Council as an ernployer

New Councilmembers will receive a separate training on this policy that emphasizes the
unique role they have as elected officials and supervisors. All Councilmembers shall
undergo a refresher training on this policy that emphasizes the unique role they have as
elected officials and supervisors at least every two years, and the training shall also
include those elements required in training for supervisors.
In addition to covering the specifics of this policy, all trainings will include instruetion on
how to build a healthy and respectful workplace culture and prevent discrimination and
harassment.
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Copies of this policy shall be provided to all Councilmembers and employees and be
posted prominently on the Council's public website, as well as council break rooms.

IX. Emplgyee Exnectations.
The Council intends this policy to be a call to service to promote a safe and respectful
environment. Employees are expected to act professionally, courteously, and in
accordance with this policy at all times. In return, employees may expect to be treated
professionally, courteously, and in aecordance with this policy at all times.
Nothing in this policy is intended to change the at-will status of employees, but
employees shall expect the Council:
a

To enforce this policy promptly and fairly;

a

To allow them to participate in the process as a complainant or witness, including
allowing them to directly address EAC or present evidence in any proced.ures
relating to or affecting them;

a

To inforrn them as to the outcome, disposition, and remedy or disciplinary action
associated with any complaint or process relating to them;

I

To provide training, coaching, and counseling that promotes a respectful
workplace and helps them resolve workplace conflict; and

a

To enable them to act in good faith under this policy without fear of retaliation of
any kind.

Employees may use the procedures set forth in this policy or use other federal, state,
and local procedures such as those of the federal Equal Employment opportunity
commission, the state Human Rights commission, or the county office of civil
Rights. use ofan external process orprocedure does not preclude an employee's use
of the internal process or procedure.

X. Expectations of the Publig
This policy is intended to promote and maintain a respectful environment for everyone,
including the general public, Members of the public should expect high standards of
conduct from their elected officials and employees and rnay use the procedures set forth
in this policy to report any potentialviolation of this policy. While the Council's ability
to cnforcc and apply this policy bcyond its own eurlrluyues antl agun{.s rnay vary, the
Council expects the public to treat its employees with respect and genera.l corrrtesy
Council employees are not expected to endure violations of this policy or abuse frsm
anyone, and may take appropriate steps to safeguard themselves from abuse.
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A MOTION accepting the language assislanue piarrs lbr

2

agencies, consisteut with Ordirrance 18665'

3

WHBRF,A S, fhn executive and the office of equity ancl social justice have worked

+

rvith county agencies and offices to develop language assistance plans consistent with

5

Oldinance 18665, and

6
7
i]

WI{EREAS, Attachrnents A throurgh U to this motion

aue language assistance

plans leceivecl in compliance with Ordirrauce 18665;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT MOVEIJ by the Council of King County:

1"

Motion 15558

9

10

The council accepts twenty-one language assistance plans developed by agencies,

which are Attachment A thlough U to this motion.

11,

Motion 15558 was introduced on 121312018 and passed by tlie Metropolitan King
County Council on 1211112019, by the following vote:
Yes: 9 - Mr. von Reichbauel, Mr. Gossett, Ms. Lambeft, Mr. Dunn,

Mr. McDermott, Mt', Dembowski, Mr. Upthegrove, Ms. Kohl-Welles
and Ms. Balducci
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Melani Pedroza, Clerk of the Council

Attachments; A. Dept, of Adult and Juvenile Detention, B. Dept. of Courmunity aud Hntuan Set'vices,
C. Dept. of Public Defense, D. King County Distric Cour1, E, Dept. of Natulal Resources and Pat'ks, F,
Dept. of Pennittirrg and Environmental Review, G. t(ing County Elections, 1{. King County Information
Technology Dept., I, King'County Prosecuting Atlot'ney's Oflice, J. Dept. of Seattle King County Public
Health, K, King County Superior Court, L. I(ing County Dept. of Assessmonts, M. Fluman Resoulces
Dept.,12l2l20l9, N, Executive's Office, O. Dept. of Transportation, P. Dept. ol'Judicial Administlation,
t2D/2019, Q. King County Sheriffs Of{tce, 121212019, S. Dept, of Local Services, 12/2/2019, T. Metro
Transit, 1?/?!2019,U. L.cg.islativq Brancli,.12l2l20l9
--_. =____:
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ATTACHMENT A

rcl"g County

Language Access PIan Cover Fage
This sover page siroulci be completed and attached to all oonrpleted division plans, This cover page should be
fil1ed out by the Departrnent Liaison(s) for Language Access and approved by the depalttnent dilector.

From Ordinarrcc 18665

i{ing Cottrttv and ail its clontmctors shall pt'ovide liee irrterpletation

ancl translation senrices as required by
this chapt,er 1.o lirri{ed-English-lrroficicnt l)ersons, When a lirnited-F,nglish-ixoficienf persnn seeJ<s nr leceives
benefits ol selices from a locai agency, of'fice or coutractor, the agency. office or contraotol'shall mal<e
reasonable eflbrts provide pl'onlpt interpretation sen ices ir-r all interactions with the person, whether the
interaction is done lemoteiy or in pelson. Ifing County agencies and oflices shali either employ sufficient
quaiified hilingual employees or colltraot with lemote language selices to provide intetpretatiolr services in
languages spokcn by limited-English proficient courrty residenls.
2. The a.genoy, office or contractor shall ureet its obligation to provide lli'orrpt intelpretation sel.rices for
pulposes of this n^ubdivision by ensndng that lnnited-English prolicient persons do not have to u'ait
uueasonably longer to receive assistancc than persons who clo not require interprelalion services. I(iirg
Cclunty agencies shall providc support to colrtractors to nleet thc lcquilcrncnts of this section.

3. Where an applicatiou or fon:r actninistered by l(ing County requires completion in English by a lirniteclEngiish-proficient 1:erson fbr submission to a locai, statc or federal authority, I(iug County or its contractor
shall nralce rcasonatrlc elfurls ir-r pi-ovide <-rral interpretal.ion of lho applioation or fomr as well as
acklowledgernent by the limited-English-prnfioient person tltat the fomr was tlan.slated and completed by an
inlerpreter, King County agencies shall lllovicle supj)ort to colltractors to meet the requirements of this
section.

B.

I(ing County agcncies and oflices shall develop language assistance plans that identify r4rich of its vital
cloouurents ancl public comrnunication rlateliztls rreed to be translated into languages fbr use by liniitedEnglish-profioicut persons. The plans shoulcl also inolucle identification of agency ol office plans for
ploviding translalion of webpages; autolnnte(i telephonic gleetings, antornated telephonic voice messages and
informational signage. The tlu'eshold fol the translation of vital docurnents and public oommnuication
materials shall be basecl on the top six languages identified by the tiel rnap of iimited-English-proficient
persons maintained by the office of equity a.rid social justice and the county clemographer.
SECTION 7. The erecutive shall submrt the language assistance plans requirecl in section 6 of this orciinance
and a rnotion lhal: accepts 1$e plans to the couttl.y coirrtcil hy Septernber'30. 20-l8. The langrrage assistance
plans calied Ibr in this section sliall be transrnitted in the form of a paper originai and an electronic copy to
the clerk oi the council, who shall drstribute electronrc copres lo all councilmembeLs and the lead staff for the
conrurittee of the wl ole, the law and justice committee, tlie health, housing and hurnan serrrices comnrittee or
tl:eir si,rccessors.

ffi_:----

Please provicle the irame o1' the pqr-r!'lrr,rq111/lDlrr15i-A! Liaison(s) who

rvill oversee the implementation of the

ianguage a.cccss plan.
Attachment A

-l

.t

Name

Title

TBD

DAJD Director'
Deputy Director
Chief of Administration

Hii<ari Tarnula
Steve Larcen

I) ep

a$Uf,eU.tl4livisi o n

P

I

Phone Number

rrus

How many Division Plans are enclosed? (Please provide
This is for the entire DAJD Depadment

Attachment A

-

Kimg Courety

a

number& list of divisions)

no additional division pians are enclosed.

206-477-280r
206-477-235r
206-477-2339
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Overview
This language access plan is an evolving resource docurnent outlining tools, policies, and

procedures for King CountrT Council's interactions with Limitcd English Proficient (LEP)
pnprrlatinn"s in King County. The overallgoalof this languago ac66ss

ptra,n is

to ensure that

LEp

individuals interacting with tlie Gitrrr:ii have lirrrely, accessible, and equaI access to Council
services.
King County Council will arrange for the provision of or:al language assistance,

translation services, and more in responsetothe needs of Limited English Proficient {LEp)
residents in face-to-face, online, and telephone encounters with King County Council.
This language access plan describes Council policies and procedures for:

r
I
o
r
c
r
e

Providing notice to limited English speakers of their right to se.rvice.

ldentifying LFP individuals and needed

LEP services

within the Council.

Providing free spoken language interpreting.
Offering free written translations on request.
Updating and evaluating service needs.
Hiring to meet multilingual'service needs,
Offering training on

LEP

service mandates to Council staff.l

i

City of Minneapolis. Minneapolis ln Any Languctge. Minneapolis, MN, 2004.
http://www.minneapolismn.gov/wwl,v/groupslpublic/@elerk/documents/webcgltent/ionvert

263025.pdf
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Authorities
As afe'deraltrl.fundcd age$cll, Kir.,rg,County-

l-i

fbulreil is rreeuiredto provide

LEP lndividuals

wlth rneanlngful aceessto p,regrarns snd aetlvittes under severatfedcra'l' regul.atlsns, ine}uding
but not lirnit€d to:

n.

Ex,e,sqltiw

fird$fj,g fi6, tmprCIvingA,eqess to Services for Persons,

Proflciency."

w;ith,l-irn-ited Engfi:sh
":

B.

Sectipn-155"7 of the Patient Protectlon and Affordable Care Act (ACA).

C.

ENEclrtivc

Odgr

D. Title W of the

L'2?50, "Coordination Regul.*tian."

CM] Rights Act of 1954, 42 tl,S.e.

s'

2-000d et se0,2

z

elty of Clevelar\d,The,fity of Cleveland.Ldngaage Af,ess Flan, Clevetand, OH, 2016.
http://209.200.155,1*3/sites/defaultlflles/forms publications/T.l3.20uLaneuaqeAccessPlan.ndf
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Terminology
The transfer of written communicati:on from one language to another,
with the intent and essentia'l meaning of the originaltext preserved.

Materials that pr:ovide essential inform,ation'for accessing basic cou,nty
services and henefit"s. Serious conser{uences may nccLrr if the

irtfonnalion is not providerl.

Materials that are intended for broad distribution to inform or educate
people served by King County. For purpose of translation, "public
communication materials" refers only to printed rnedia such as
brochures, posters, booklets, pam:phlets, billboards, or advertisements
in printed publications.

A person who does not speak English as a primary language, and who
has a limited abilityto read, speak, write, or un'derstand English.

The transfer of oral co.rnmunication

from one language to another,

Language assist,ance that results ln accurate, timely, and effective
cornmunication with LEP individuals. For LEP inrjividuals, meaningful

that is not significantly restricted, delayed, or
inferior as compared to programs or activities provided to English
proficient individua ls.3
access denotes access

**

For a full [ist of definitions, review the Foreign Language Services Orderine Guide and

Apoendix A of

the King County Executive Order on Translation.

3

City of Cleveland. The City of Cleveland Language Access Plan. Cleveland, OH, 20L6.
http://209.200.155.143lsites/defa u lt/files/fsrms_publications/7.13.20l"7La nguageAccessPlan. pdf
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King County Council will secure language service contracts that cover the most

commonly-spoken languages in King County, lf a person speaks a rarer language, the Council
wifl locate and pay for best*fit resources.
King County Council will assess the language needs of constituents with the following
sources:

.
r
r

U.S. Census data.

lnternal use of translation and interpretation services.
Community feedback and involvement.
King County Councilwlll review and update language data on an annualbasis. ln

addition, the Council willsolicit feedback from community groups and
inr prove accessibilitrT, efficiency, a nd cultu ra I sensitivity.

LEP stakeho,lders

to

Limited English Proficiency in King County
The United States Census estimates as of 2AI7 that 5.6 percent of King County
households are Limited English Proficient.4

Top Three Languages Per District in King County (2019)4

Ukraln

Not in the
top three,
but in
significant

Amharic

Somali

Hindi

Taf,alog

Somali

need of

translation

a U.S. Census Bureau, 2013-2017

American Communiiy Survey 5-Year Estimates.
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on its webske Ktng eoilslty.separates Klng fotrrrbT languages trnto three ti+rs: translatfo,n
re,qui:red, ttranslation recommended, and trari$latlon encorlragcd. lfing eeu,ntlr eouncil will
G.sntrecf lan-:guage rervJ,se.ttrat cuvsrs g'll three tfers as well as well asaddlti.onal fanguages with
a signif,ieant arnsunt of residenc,e o'r ne€d,

Paints ef Contad
King eounty Council wlll pr,ovld:e resources

that best al,lgn wjth the senvlees and
Gorn,mrln,le.ation treq.ufred at dteh p-o$fit u.f contact with th€ Councif Foir:rts of csnteet inelude hut
"
er€ nCIt hindted ts:

.
r
r
.
r

Public meeti,ngs
ReceFti'o,n

Telephene ealls
commun,ity otrtreaeh
KJnS

County website
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The foflswlng table ind,icates a few exa,mples'of appropriate resources and expcetatlons

tor cach Bulnt of contdct:

- fdentify language *poken. donnec;t
with bilingual staff, conferehce call with

Langu*ge Ltne, Billrigua| Advoc*tes,
etu"

La,nguage Line.
* Ersure that an interp,reter is sv6ilable,.

that interpreters are available
upon req uest,,ld,eaily with tws-week
- State

notice.
- Follsw best praeticesfurensurfulg the,
pa,rticipa nt's safety by' seeuring the
narne of th6 tnte,rpreier.ln advance,
requirJng a n interpret€,r eo,nfidentialirty
agreement, etc.

- Notifv partletpsnt of available

ln P€r€on Intefpreting Agehev

I

:

nterp ra.tnr to nff de ritbl itrl

Agreament

tanguagc Line

language services on ar,rongolng basis.

- t mnledlately pr:ovide aceess teng.uage
Line when requestedr.
- lvleet wilh eo,mmufilty groUpsa.nd
provide inforrnatXon aboutt LAF plain
and resol.l.ees,su that they may assis,t,in
infor.mlng LEP individuals of the
la rrguagc assista Ree seff ices avalla hla.
: Allocate fundingfor comntunity w.ork

[ar€us$e-specific shulter tsilr video

FlWrs, [ $peak ear*s, broehures

iil iranslation.
- Identffy language spoken:. .lGep traek

ofthls to eofleet data"
-Con.neet with tanguage Lr'ne to a,ss€ss
safetyr cor,lcerns and requ€sts.
* Review vital doeuments

wlththe

support of an lnterpre'tef dujrlng intake,

I

SpeakC*rdt Lsfigr,tage Line,

tran:s|ations ean b'e
arranged throUgh selected
tra.nslatlon ageney.
*d""""""""d'1t[onaI

- lnput data into eeiltr€lized $'f$tern
(exeel spread,sheet dr dats

thanafreffrerit software| that tn8cks the
translations requested" Thls wtlt hefp
identifu wh:at language serviees need,
imBrovem€nt.

bata

ma ng:ggm,ent:

sgftware

Of, Excel

spreadsheet.
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Stakeholder Engage ment
fncluding the eonrmunity in this process is essential for ensu,ring that the Language
Access Plan is linguistically and culturally appropriate. ln its Languase Assistance plan, the King
Coun,ty Superior Court identified the following organizations as possible comrnu.nity cemtacts

r
r
r
e
.
r
r
r
.
r
r
r
.
r

AD.WAS - Abused Deaf Women's Advocacy Services

Asian Counseling and Referral Service
APFCHAYA

-

Southeast Asian Women's program

Chinese lnformation Service Center

ColumbiaLogalscrvices
C0ttlSElO ilctrnseling and Referral Service
Eastside Domestic Violence Progra,m
Hearing, Speech and Deafness Center
King County Protection Order Program
Korean Women's Organization
Northwest Justice Froject
REWA - Refugee Women's Alliance
Scattle Housing Authority
Various shelters in the areas

This list only cove,rs a small portion of organizations that engage with LEP pop*ilations tn
King County, King County Council will reach out to and establis,h its own list of organizations
that work with LEP populations. Tlie Council will give these organizations the opportunity to

provide feedback on the accessibility of this plan.

5

King Coun,ty Superior: Court. King County Superior Court Language Assistance p/an. Seattle, WA, 2016.
h-ttps:llwww,kingcountv.qoVl-lmedialcourts/superioL-court/docs/intero,reter-service-s/iansuaEe:assistance-planpdf.ashx?la-en

-
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will provide both interp,retation and translation services at each
point of contact with the Council. To ensure that LEP individuals m,ake full use of these,services,
King County Council will:
King County Council

r
r
r
.

to notifii individuals of their right to free language services.
procedures
Follo.w
to properly identiflr LEP individuals,
Provide q:ualified interpretation and trans,lation whenever needed.
Lead active efforts

Track each service used by LEP indivlduals.

Notice
Providin:g notice is the first step in providing language service. lt refers to the p:roactive

notification of

LEP

individuals that language servlees are available to them, free of cost.

Language services are useful only if the people who need them understand that they

are available and know how to access them af no cost. Simpty putting up signs in the lobby is
not enough,
ln its language access plan, the U.5. Departrnent of Health and Hurnan Services outlines
several steps it took to notify those'who need language services, including:

r
r

Designating a staff or individual responsible for notifying ind,ividuals with limited Inglish
proficiency who eontact the agency,
Distrib.u.ting federal Fesources prohibiting discr:imination against LEP irtdividuals
gra

o

to its

ntees, provid efs, contractors and ven dors.

Using pu,blic service announcements, non-fnglish media and community and faith-based

to reach target audiences.
Prominently displaying appropriate language taglines on vital docume,nts, web pages
currently available in English only, technical assistance, and,outreach nnaterial,
Hightighting the availability of client-oriented materials in other languages on the
department's website.
reso,urces

.
r
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ldentification
ldentification is essential for accessing language services, lt refer:s.to the self or
ernployee identification of an individual as Limited English Proficient.s

r

individuafs can setf-identify with rnater[als (i.e,.l Speak Carr{s} provided hy King
County Council, but no employee should assurxe that an LEP individual will be able
LEP

to

self-identify.
o lf a Council employee recognizes a possible need for language service, the
employee should use language taglines to ask the individual if they would like an
iffierpreter. lf the answer is yes, int€rprotation and/or translation will bc
provided.

l.
r

lnform,ation collected about LEP individuals cannot be used to discriminate against
groups or individuals.
frnmigratiGn statu,s is not relevant in determining whether a resid,en:t of King Cou*ty is
eligible for the LEP services outlin,ed' in this plan,

o

King County Co-uncil emplorTees shor-rld: not ask an LEP individual about their
irnmigration status, even in casual conversation.

o

All

LEP

individuats are eligible for Couneil services.

6

City of Minneapolis. Minneapolis in Any Languoge. Minneapolis, MN, 2004.
http,:/y'www,rninneapol'isr.nn.gsv/www/grou,ps/publicl@clerk/documents/webcontent/csnye$

263025,pdf
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lnterpretation is the transfer of oral communication from one language to another.
lnterpretation described in this lan,guage access plan applies to the phone or in-person
interaction between an LEP indlvidual and a qualified interpreter,

General Policies

r
r

.
.

.

.
r

I

a

flsg i6-persoo

over-the-phone interpretation.
King County Council will place notices about free in-person and over{he-phone
interpretati,on at every polnt of contact with the public as well as [n: outreach and
training material.
o See the Notice section for policies and types of notices and Yo:ur Rieht to an
lnterpreter for an example poster.
King County Council will provide inrc-rpreters for public meetings at request.
o Since interpretatlon (especiallr/ [n-person interpretation] isn't alweys available,
interpreter requests must be filed at least five days ln ad,vance.
King County Council will use competent, trained, and culturaily sensitlve inte rpreters
who are either certified or registered (if certification for a language is not available).
o This covers both in-person and over-the-phone interpreters.
o See lnterpreter Qualifications for more details.
lf an, interpreter is not inrm,ediatelrr availa,ble, the Council can use a language application
from a list of approved applica:tions. This is just a placeholder until interpretation is
available.
o The Council will provide information about tranrslation and interpretation
applications as needed.
o See the Resources section for a list of applications that can be used on-dernand.
King County Council will keep and update a list of interpreters and interpretation
services for employee use.
lnterpreters will sign a confidentiality agreernent to ensure privacy.
King County Council wi,ll offer

6n,d

nterpreter Qualifications

lnterpreters should be certified or registered, King County Council may only provide
non-certified and non-registered interpreters if certified or registered interpreters are
not availabNe.
o Certified: interpreters have passed oral and written exams and have gone
through training.
Language Access Plan 10
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King County Council will follow the requirernents for court interpreter
certification. Court interpreters are famifiar legal and colloquial language, both
of which are applicable in legislative proceedings.
For a list of languages Washington State certifies and/or registers, see the
Wagllinston State Court lnierpreter Reouirements or the Kine CoUntv Superior Court
Lang,uage Access Plan.

r

Contracted interpreters are preferable to non-contracted interpreters. That said, King
County has a limited list nf cnntracted interpreters. Non-contracted interpreters are
acceptable when the situation calls for it.

o
r

e

For a lisL of tontracted interpreters, see th€ Resources secti,on.

Multilingual staff may assist in securing an interpreter but shoutd nnt inrerprcf rrnless
there is an emergency.
o Do not assume that being a native speaker qualifies someone to interpret
conversations or translate written documents. lnterpretation, translation, and
other in-language tasks often require the use of industry-specific terminology,
specialized skills, and experience.
o Competency requires more than seliidentification as multilingual. The most
accurate way to validate language proficiency is through an independenttyad rn inistered la ngu age assessment and periodlc reassessment.
o Cons,ider creating and disserninating standard, policies and procedures to assess
and track the la,nguage pr:oficiency of multilin,gual personnel. The policy should
specify who can access the Council's list of multilingual personnel and who may
use multilingual personnel for certain fanguage tasks.
Minors may not interpret unless there is an em,ergency.

Sample Procedure for Phone lnterpretationT
1.

Determine need for interpretation. Have the LEP caller point to their language on an I
Speak or babel notice or ask them if they need interpretation.
2.. ldentify the appropriate vendor. King County maintains relations.hips with a few
certified interpretation services, The list these services can be found in the Resources
section.
3. Use the conference feature an the phone to place the I FP caller on hold or place the
phone on "Speaker" mode if the LEP resident is face-to-face.
a. When placing a,n outbound call to an LEP speaker, begin at Step 4. lf you need
assistance placing a callto the LEP speaker, please inform the interpreter or
agent at the beginning of the call,
4. Call the interpretation vendor.
7

City of Cleveland. Ihe City of Cleveland Language Access plan. Cfeveland, OH, 2016.
bttp://209.200.155.143/sites/defauit/fileq/forms publications/7.13.2017Languasenccessplan.pdf
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5. Provide your Client lD # (if applicable).
6. Select the language you need or press 0 for agent assistance

if you do not know the

language,

7. Brlef the interpreter. Summarize what you wish to accomplish

and provide any special

instructions.

8. Continue the ca,ll with the LEP speaker.
a, Pause fr,equently to allow the interpreter to translate information,.
b. Periodically check with the interpreter to see if you are speaking too fast, slowly,

9,

or softly, to, ensure comprehension.
c. Understand that words of emotions and expressions may not have the sarne
mean:ing when di rectly translated.
d. Talk directly with your client.
e. Avoid oversimplification of important explanations, idioms, and, colloquialisms.
Say "End of Call" to the, interpreter wh,en your call is complete.

**

Nofe." This sample pracedure is the process used by one of KIng County's controcted servlces,
LanguaEe Line. The procedure is detailed further in Cleveland's Longuage Aceess Plan.

Sample Procedure for ln-Person lnterpretation
ln-person interpretation refers to interpretation with both the LEP speaker and the
interpreter physica[y present. Because physical interpreters must be at a specific location at a
specific time, they are not ide:alfor lmmediate interpretation services. Many interpreter
services require a few days' notice. King CountrT Councilwill use in-person interpreters for
emergency situ,ations and scheduled meetings and events, if needed.

1,. Call an interpretation service to see if an interpreter
7.. Set a location and time for interpretation.

3.

4.

is available.

a.

Depending on the request, some interpreters need notice and cannot interpret

b.

immediately.
Make su,re to account for extra time to fully interpret communication baek and

forth.
Brief tl'le.interpreter about what you wish to accomplish and provide any special
instructions,
Lel lhe inl"erpleter know when the service is conrpleted.

Language Access Flan
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Translation is the transfer of written eommunication from one language to another,
with the intent and essential meaning of the original text pfeserved. King County Council
provides numerous services that require use of written documents. Communicating
inforrnation fronn written materia,[ is extremely important to ensure the accessibility of essential
King County services"

To allow time for translation before cCInstituents already need it, l(ing County eouncil
will translate the rnost frequently used and requested services into King County's primary
languages.

Translation Policies
I

King County Council wilt offerr translation services for" all King County Council
rnaterial at no c6st to LEp individuals.

a

King County Council will trans,late the most frequently-used services into the primary
Ianguages in King Csunty.

written

o

a

This includes web,pages, written documents, signs, notices, and more.
King County Council will use contracted translation services. lf contracted services do
not fit the situation, ernployees may forllow translation procedures with non-e ontracted

vendors.

o
a

a

Forr

a iist of translation contractors, see

the Resou,rces section.

King County Councilw,ill review written material a,nd overall communication with

constituents to determine additional items for translation.
King County Council will keep a list of tr"anslated documents on file for employees to
access.

a

King County council will set the standard time for translation at

two weeks.
Depending on the request, translation might take a significant amount of time.
Staff needs to allocat,e time for alI the procedures involved with this process.
King County Council will iden,tify staffto review translation as a last set of eyes.

o

a
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Translation Proced u res
King County lists the translation work order process on its website. Employees of King
County Council must additionally track the specifics of translation requests fro.m its
constituents, to improve the availability of services for the future. For additional policies on

translation, consult the King Countv Translation Process Manual.8

Transtation Work Order Processe
King County Csuncil sends the Work Order to the contactor:{s).

.

lf the cost is und,er $5,000, agencies may proceed with one contractor.

.

Go to Step fl'5.

.

lf the estimated cost is between 55,000 and $25,000, agencies will request quotes from at
least three contractors.

.

lf the estimated cost is 525,000 or more, all listed contractors will be asked to participate
in the solicitation process.

.

eomplete the "Agency" sections of the work order and attach the English version of the
work to be translated.

.

Need to consider Council process for approving expenditures.

Contractors fill out the "Contractor" sections of the work order and return to the agency by
the stated deadline.

King County €ouncil evaluates the work order responses and selects one contractor.

.
.
.

The agency will review the responses received by the stated deadline.

The lowest quoted price, or the proposal that best meets the stated selection criteria (i,e
proposal approach and personnel), willbe selected for award'
Agencr/ is responsible for retaining the documentation of the selection process.

King County Executive, King County Written Language Tran:slation Process Manual: Guidelines, EfJective Proctices,
Maps, Resources. Executive Order INF 14-2 (AEO) Written Translation Process, Appendix B. King County, 13
October 2010.
https;//www.kinscountv.eov/-/media/operations/policiesldocuments/inf142aeo appxb.ashx?la=en

s

"Translation and Interpretation." King County. January 'l'1,2017. Accessed )une77,2079.
https://www. kinecountv.gov/audience/emplovees/translation-interpretation.aspx.

s
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a selectian has been made, the agency enters a service request to secure approval from
Proeurement for the seloction.
O.n'ee

.

.

PC$

$qlice

Request

The agency creates and approves,the requisition ancl Procurement creat€sthe purchfrse order.

The agdncy contacts the uwarded contractor so that work nray begin.

ldentifu staff to revlew documentsfor accuracy as a last set of eyes.

Language Access Plan 15
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King County Council will track translation and interpretation services as they are used.

lnterpretation and translation data will be kept separately.
Data will include the following:

r
r
r
.
r
r
r
r
r

Request

Name of written material (for translation)
Language

Type of request
Time sensitivity
Date of request
Date of completion
Service u:sed
Cost of service

Traeking Examples
lnterpretatiron

2

lnterpreter
Town Hall

for.

town hall

Date

5omali

certain

Translation

Language Access Plan 16
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King County Council 1ry;[[ provide traiining to all employeesthat irrteract with LEP
individuals, This tr"ainingwill cover, ethics, procedures, and policies for identifying and pro.viding
language scrvices to LEP individuals.

ln addition, King County Counciliwill designate a team and/or person to oversee the
implementation of the anguage acce,ss plan and evaluate the success of its servic,es. Many
agencies with languagb access plans employ a Language Access Coordinator to advise and
oversee the process.
f
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wili review anrd update this plan every year. In addition, King County
Council will conduct a thorough evaluation of all the language serVices th:at the Council offers,
King County Council

The annuaI evaluation will includ,e:

r
o
r
r

witlr LEP.
Assessment of the current level of services delivered to LEP individuals.
o This includes the revlew of tracking data colleeted with every service.
Assessment of the nurrber of Ki,ng County resi'dents

Assessment of trainfng Nevels of Council staff regarding LEP services.
Feedback and comments fronr LEP communities, including. LEP community organizations
and advocacy g,roupsr on the effectiveness of the Council's LE,P services.lo

r0

City of Minneapolis. Minneapolis in Any Lang'udge. Minneapolis, MN, 2004..
http://www.minneagolismn.sov/wwwlsroups/pub.licl@cierkldocumentslwebcontent/convert

253025.pdf
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Translation and lnterpretation Contractors
King County has contracted tr.anslation and intcrpretation services that in some cases
serve up to 240 languages. A current list wlth is on the county website under "Awarded

Contracts." These contractorS do not

req11i:ys a

work order.

Non-eontracted services do require a Work Order.

Apps that can be used On Demand
1

iTra nslate
Voice 3

i0s

text
$9.99 or.
S39.9e

r

in manyJanguages,

Website
Translatioq

in Ira1;tglion

.

!
I

blowser.

l-ooks up verb

conjugations !n
different tenses.

, SayHi

Voice

90

Free

i0s,

Google,
and

Amazon
3

Microsoft

Translator/

Text

60

Free

i0s,

i

web access
pago
Speak

and

Translate

t v"iC.
text
Voice and

text

3

Mainly

Free

Asian

I

10

Free

i05 and

Androld
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References
King eounty
King Countv Written Laneuaee

lfqlglgtion

Process Manu.al

Translation and llterpretation: Resources for Emplovees
Kine Cor,rntv Superior Csurt Laneuage Assistance Plan
King Countv Language Tiers

Translation Worh

Ot d,er

Llst of Transtration and lnrterpretation Contractors

City of Seattle
Maha Jahshan, Language Ace ess Specialist for: eit'y of Seattle (205) 6L5-0195 o'r
maha.iahshan@seattle.gov
Seattle Language Access Prosra![
N-anguage Access Planning

Minneapolis igAnv Lansuage
The City of Cteveland Langr4age Access Plan

Department of Health and Human Services Languase Access Plan
Language Access Assessment and Planning Tool
Guide to Developine a Languaee Access Plan:
Language Services
Tips for Workiff{ with a Si:en LanFuaqe lnterpreter

Notices
Yqur Right tp an lnterpreter
Translated Resources for Covered Entitieq
I Speak Card,s

Further [nformation
Foreign Languaee Servjces Ordering 6uide

https://www.lep.eov/
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Motion'15227
Proposed No.

1

2018-0282.1

Sponsors lvlcDermott, Gossett and KohlWelles

A MOTION creating the legislative branch ecluity and
social.ju6tice team and adopting its miosion statement.

3

WI-IEREAS, thc council unanimously adoptcd Ordinance 16948, which is also

4

referred to as the Equity and Social Justice Ordinance, in 2010, defining equity for the

5

county and identifying determinants of equity and priorities for governmcnt in advancing

e

equity, and

7

WHEREAS, the Equity and Social Justice Ordinance emphasizes: the

8

consideration of equity and sociai justice impacts in all county decision-rnaking;

9

improving fairness and opporlunity in county governn'lent organizational practices; cross-

10

agency coilaboration on equity and socialjr.rstice effons; ancl development of aunual

LL

agency work plans through the coordination of an interbrancl-r equity and sooial justice

12

team, attd

13
14
15

WHEREAS, the council annually adopts an equity and social justice work plan
for the legislative branch by motion, and
WHEREAS, the initial council work plan fol equity and social justice expressed

16

comrritment

17

actions internally and with the public; promoting equity and fairness in the workplace;

18

and increasing oppofiunities for the community to engage with the council, and

19

1.o

increasing a,wareness of equily and soojal jrrstice impar:.ts of county

WHEREAS, in 2012, in supporl of that work plan, a legislative branch equity and
L

Motion 15227

20

social justice team was convened, consisting of representatives frorn all legislative branch

21,

agencies, and

22

WHEREAS, the legislative branch equity and social justice team has continued to

23

convene regularly sincp 2012. HoweveL, the council desires to formalize the

?4

establishment of the legislative branch equity and socialjustice team to ensut'e that equity

25

and social justice remains a high priority for the legislative branch;

26

NOW, Ti-IEREFORE, BE lT MOVED by the Council of l(ing County:

2t

A.

The legislative branch equity and social justice team is hereby created.

zB

B,

The team shall consist of, but not be lirnited to, the following people:

zg

1, One representative from each legislative branch indepeudent agency and the

30

flood control district;

31"

2.

One district offioe staff appointed by eaoh county councilmember;

32

3.

One rept'esentative from cetrtral administration;

33

4.

The community outreach coordinator;

34

5, The director of legislative analysis;

3s

6.

36

7, At

37
38

The council chiefofstaff; and
ieast two representatives from central policy staff who volunteer to serve

on the team,

C. The mission of the team shall

be to build awareness, increase understanding

39

ald develop strategies to furlher equity and social justice in the lcgisiative workplace,

40

policies and engagement rvith comrnunities of color and poor and disadvantaged groups

41.

residing in urban, suburban aud rural King County,

42

D, 'fhe

team shall elect a chair each year, who
2

will

serue a oue-yehr term, and the

Motion 15227

43

chair shail be responsible for facilitating team meetings, guiding the implementation of

44

the work plan, setting the agenda for each rnonthly tneeting and any othel special meeting

45

of the team and ensuring that the team is meetiug the goals as laid out in the work plan,

46

E. The community outreach coordinator shall

serve as the primary staff to thc

47

team chair and assist the team chair in carrying oul all of the r:hair's respotrsibilities as

4g

outlined in this motion and

49
S0

an1' ne\r/

responsihilities thal nray he identified by the team,

F. Thc team's scope of work shall include, but not

i,

be limited to:

Drafting a biennial legislative branch equity and social justice work plan for

51

possibie adoption by council motion. The work plan shall include, but not be lirlited to,

SZ

identifying proclamation proposals for consideration and possible r:ouncii adoption, and

53

identifying and coordinating lcarning and discussion sessions. A draft of the wolk plarr

54

shali be completed for council adoptiol by.Tanuary 1 of every odd year;

55

2. Facilitating the ac.tivities of the work plan;

56

3. Desiglating

a liaison to the interbranch equity and social iustice tcam and

57

representing the iegislative branch at the interbranch equity and social justioe team's

58

meetings;

59

4. Collaborating with the interbranch equity attd social justice team and the

60

office of equity and social justice on broader equity and social justice activities that

51-

impact the county;

6?
63
64
65

5. Preparing an amual sumrnary to the council that evaluatcs the progress of the
work plan; and

6. Convening at least rnonthly to pcrforru
G, 'Ihe team shall establish

the duties as required in this scction F,

a saJ'e environrlent to eusure that all team members

)

.i

Mbtion 1522f

66

fully partioipate iin all team:aetivitie$ without repereussion ot oonsefit of imp*eti,*gtlleir

67

primarylegislativebranchresponsibilities.

s8

Ir{otion 15227 was:intrednccd cn#'i.*l$CIIS and passed,by.the lvtretropofi.tan King
County Corlhoil on 9/?4n01$, by the follewfng vete:
Yes:9 - htlr. von Reichbauor, Mr. Gogeoft, Ms. Larnbert, Mr. Dunn,
hllnMuDermutt,Ivft.Denibowski,,M*.Upthegrove,MgKofu [-W6Xie$
and Ms- Balducsi
N,o,: o

Exoused;0

$iNc EOUT{TY EO[INA[I.'
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J.
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Proposed

No.2019-0030.1

Sponsors Gossefi, Dembowski, Kohl-Welles
and Balducci

1

A MOTION adopting the 2019-2020 Biennial Legislative

/

tsranch Equity and Social Justice Work Pian,

3

WHERtsAS, the county enacted Ordinance 16948, which is also refened to

as the

a

Equity and Social Justice Ordinance, in 2010, defining equity fol the county and

5

identifying determinants of equity and priorities for goveilment in advancing equity, and

6

WHEREAS, the Equity and Social Justice Ordinance emphasizes: the

7

consideration of equity and socialjustice irnpacts in all county decision-rnaking;

8

ir-nproving fairness and opporlunity in county gorrernment organizationai practices; cross-

9

agency collabolation on equity and social justice efforts; and development of annual

10

agency work plans through the coordination of an interbranch equity and social justice

LL

tearn, and

t2
13
14

WI"IEREAS , in 2012, a legislative branch equity and social justice team was
converred, consisting of representatives fi'orn all legislative branch agencies, and

WI-IEREAS, in September 2018, the council passed Motion 1522'7, formalizing

L5

the establishrnent of the legislative branch equity and social justice team and adopting its

tG

mjssion statcmcnt to cnsure that equity and sociai justice remains a high priority for thc

t7

iegislative blanch and fonnalizirrg the aiready established team, and

18
19

WHEREAS, the council annually adopts an equity and socialjustice work plan

fbl the legislative branch by motion, aird

t

Motion 15367

20

2I
22

WHEREAS, on August 2015, the councilpassed Motion 14419, adopting the
2015-2016 biennial legislative branch equity and social justice work plan, and
V/HEREAS ,2015-2016work plan fbcused on the fbllowing five objectives; (1)

23

consider equity impacts in decision-making, policy-rnaking and program planning; (2)

24

advance equity analysis and pro-equity decisions in budget analysis; (3) build community

25

trust and capacity; (4) promote faimess and opportunity in county got etnment tluough

26

employee cornmunication, training and engagement; atld (5) promote fairness and

27

opportnnity in county government by institutionalizing equity in all organizational

28

practiceso and

29

WHEREAS, Motion 15227 requires that the legislative branch equity and social

30

justice tearn draft a bienniai legislative branch equity and social justice work plan fbr

31

possible adoption by council motion, and

32

WHEREAS, Motion I522l requires that the work plan include, but not be limited

33

to, identiffing proclamation proposals for consideration and possible council adoption,

34

and identifying and coordinating leaming and discussion sessions, and

35
36
37

WHEREAS, Ivlotion L5227 also requires that a draft of the work plan be
completed for council adoption by January 1 ofevery odd year;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT MOVED by the Council of King County:

2

Motion 15367

38

39

The 2019-2020 Biennial Legislative BranchEquity and Soeial.lustice Work Plan,

Attachrnent A to this motion, is here*by approved.

40

Motion 15367 was introduced, on 1l?2l2AW and passed by the Metrupolitan King
Count;r Council on3/27/2}19, by the to*l}owing'vote;
Yss: 9, - lvlr. vutt Reioltltauer, Mr, Orrssett, Mg. Iiarul,et;t, Mr. l*)unu,
Mr, McDermott, Mr. Dembowski, Mr. Upthegrove,lvls. Kohl-Welles
and Ms. Balduosi

KING COI'NTY COLNCIL
KING COUNTY, W.A$HINGTON

t
ehair
AI"I?S1I':

t

Melani Pedroza, Clerk of the

Attaehmentsr

A.

Social Justice Work Plan

2019-2020 Biennial

3
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1

201.9-2020 tsiennial Legislative Branch

Equity and Social Justice Work Plan

z

3

Tlre work plan is organized into fivc objectives lbr the 2019-2020 biennium. Each

4

objective includes key activities that would be pursued to meet the objective, The

5

Legislative Branch Equity and Social .Tustice team identified six subcornmittees to camy

6

out tbe2A19-2020 objectives. Each subcommittee includes four to six Legislative Branch

7

Equity and Social Justice team members. Each objective also identifies thc

8

subcomrnittee(s) that rryould lead the efforls for each objective. The six subcominittees

9

include: (1) Cornmunity Engagement; (2) Language Access Plan; (3) Reporling; (4)

10

Events/Training; (5) Organizatiorral Practice Integration; and (6) Affinity Group.

11

Objectives
OJlicctivet

4

Increase partieipation,
understanding and progress ofESJ
through employee training, tearn
building and communication;
Strengthen the tr-egislative Bratrch
ESJ Team

S

1, Expand monthiy

independent agency

2.

ubcommittee(s) : fteportin g, Affinit5,

Group, Events/Training

ESJ meetings within

legisiative branch with representation
autholized by Motion 15227,
formalizi ng iegisl ative ESJ ef'fort-s.
district staff, central staffand

3.

staff to increase

parlicipation and learning
Increase legislative branclt ES.I tean'r
membership and responsibilities through
creation of subcommittees (see belor,v)
charged u'ith specillc tasks/focus areas
Conduct tearn br"rilding exercises,
understand the work of the various

legislative agencies, and hold affinity
groups to build trust arnongst legislative

4.

branch ESJ team
Establish reporling criteria to nr.onitor
progress of the rvork plan and the
advancenrent of ESJ ir, the legislative
brancir

5.

Implement ongoing ESJ tainings for
Iegislative branch staff to promote

Attaclunent A
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Obiectives

visibility, understanding and
irnplementation

6.
'7.

B.

9.

i.

QbjectiVg Il
Advance equify anall'sis and proequity Elecisiolts related fo counfy
polieies

2.
3.

Subcomrnittee(s):

All

4.

5.

6.
L

(}bit!q$vg-{j
lncreasc public engagement fo mosf
vulnerable communities that are
most impacted by legislative branch
activifies, antl build communify trusf
and eapaclfy; Improve customer
servicel Foster robust civic
engagement

2.
3.
4.

Subcommittee(s) : Comrnunity
Engagement, n anguage Access Plan,

Establish the Legislative Branch
Lending Library to provide ES.T related
educationai resouroes
Supporl implernentation of
recommended actions based ou Creative
Ground consultants
Support improvement ot'tlaining

opporlunities for staff, and
implernentation of ESJ tLaining plan
Continrre to represent legislative branch
on the King County Inter-llranch Tearn
(IBT), and support emerging initiatives
Development and utilization of ESJ
LegisLative Analysis Methodology for
use in policy analysis
Provide input on refinement of ESJ

Legislativc Analysis Methodology
Participate in enhancement of King
County Equity hnpact Review Tool
Each iegislative branch agency/group
cornrrrits to specilic policy or progranl
focus areas to apply the King County
Equity hnpact Rcview Tool
Provide training on ESJ Legislative
Analysis Methodology and King County
Lnpact Revierry Tool
Comrnit to areas for application of the
cornmunity engagement guide
Suppolt developrnent ofannual public
event(s), and/or town hall(s) in
cornmunities not achieving determinants

of equity
Iurplove and increase language access
selvices irrcludirrg but not liniited to
translation and interpretation services
Deveiop l.anguage access plan for the
legislative branch
Utilizc legislalive agency services such
as King County TV prograinming to
broadcast ESJ events to engage and

')
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Objectives

Events/Training

5,
6.
7

.

educate the community
Sponsor aud support continuation

of

proclamations, reco gnitions, civic
awards and public events
When engaging the community,
consider detenninants of equity and
comrnunity en ga gerlent tools
Creation of iegislative ESJ link on

Council website

1.

0biegtive l)
Prornote fairness and opportunity in
counfy government by

instifufionaliz,ing equify in all
onganizational practices (e.g., hiring,
procuremenf)

2.

Subcommittee(s) : Organizational
Practice Infegration

3.
4.

Support increased emphasis on i4
determinants of equity in development
ofjob descriptions, interviews, panels
ancl expertise by applicants
Review inclusive hiring practices
established by the King County IBT and
consider implementing those practices
for the legislative branch and

countywide
Work with other brarLches/departments
within county goverrunent to reevaluate
inclusive practices
Create internship and ently-level
opportunities and prograrns for
underrepresented popLrlations

5.

3

Supporl irnplementation of
recommended actions based on Creative
Ground consultants

Attachment A
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Objectives

Ohicrtive [l
Projected recognitions,
proctrarnations and communify

1.

Rev. Dr. Marlin Luther King, Jr. Month

B.

Lahor History Month

2. Human Trafficking Awareness Month
3, Biack History Month
4. Women's History lr4onth
5. Earth Day
6. Clirnate Justice Month
7. May Day

awards
Suhcommittee(s) : Communify
Engagcment

9. Asian Pacific American Heritage Month
10. LGBTQ Pride Month
1L Jurreteenth Morrth
12. Disability Awareness Month
13. Mentai Health Awareness Month

14. Sexual Assault Awareness Month
15. Recovery Awareness Month
16, Filipino American History Month
17, l,atin I{eritage Month
18, Nativc Arnerican Awaleness Month

19. Universal I{urran Rights Month

20, MLK Jr. Distinguished Service Award

(by districts)
21, Quatercentenary (400th) Aruriversary
Afi'ican American's Abduction to

America
12
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OVERVIEW;
KING GOUHTY IT POLIGY, STANDARD,
METHOD ANB GUItrELIHE PRO.GHS$
februa,ry 2O'[t]

Overview:

Corurty IT Policv Standard" Method, and Guideline Process

King County's IT Governance Policy, Standard, Method and Guidelines Development and Post
Approval Life Cycle process was revised mid-2008 and endorsed by the Business Management
Council and Technology Management Board. A chart of this process is available on the county's
Intranet site at the link below.
hth:/lkoweb.metrokc.gov/oirm/govenance/policies/PolicyStandardMethodGuidelineprocess.pdf
The policy development process includes review and approval of the policy concept, draft
development by the govemance sub-teams, IT Govemance review and recommendation to CIO
for approval, CTO approval and corurtyr,vide implementation.

'l, Current Policiesn $tandards, and Guidelirnes
Most of the county's If policies are published on the county's Internet site and are available to
the public' However, because publishing certain network inforrnation is a security risk for the
county's network, the majority of standards aud guidelines are only available intemally through
the cormty's Intanet site. Below are links to the count5r's policy pages.

.
.

lntranet: http:/lkcweb.metrokc.gov/oirm/policies.a$px
lntemet: http:/ wvw.kingcounty.eov/business/oirrn/govemanse/itpolicies.aspl

2. Exceptions
Depzutrnents and agelcies can request an exception to a policy or standard through the IT policy
and Standard Exception Request Process. Requests must be revicwcd by the document "owl.ter,,
and approved by the CIO. Exceptions expire after one year and need to be renewed.

3. Periodic Review
Periodic review of all policies, standards, methods and guidelines is conducted quarterly. The
document "owners" review the documents and, in the case of a major change, the documents are
revised thru the policy development process. If the documents need minor changes they are
updated and re-approved by the CIO. Policies are reviewed on an l8-month
Standards,
"yrl".
methods and guidelines are reviewed on a l2-month cycle.

4. Gompliance
The IT Policy, Standard, Method, and Guideline Compliance Process as defined and approved by

IT Governance in December 2008 requires all county IT Govemance policies and standards to
undergo an arrnual compliance review.

I

t6l

KingCounty
Office of Information
Resource Management
I

nformation Technology Governance Policieso Standards and Guidelines

Acceptabl e Use of lnfo

1.0

on Assets Policy

{4

-P-of -oa-o{

PUBPOSE:
This policy provides a common standard for the use of King County lnformation Assets and
advises Workforce Mernbers of these resources.of acceptable and prohiblted uses. King
County provldes its Wor:kforce Members with lnformation Assets and resources, including
workstations, telephones, Mobi[e Devices, Internet access and electronic cornmunieations
services forthe performance and fulfillment of job responsibilities. Prudent and responsible
use begins with common sense and includes respect for the public's trust, the larger
networked eomputing community and the access privileges that have beeh granted. The use
of such resources: imposes certain responsibilities and obligations on Workfor:ce Members
and is subject to King County policies and applicable local, state and federal laws.
Prohibited use of computing and network resources ean lead to eonsequences affecting the
individuaiWorkforce Member, many other Workforce Members, and cause service
disruptions.

?.0

APPLICABILITY:
King County Workforce Members who are using King County lnformation Assets.

3.0

BEFERENCES:

3.1
3.2
3.3
3.4
3.5
3.6
4.A

Enterprise lnformatjon Security Policy
King County lnformation Privacy Policy
Password Managenrent Policy
King County Employee Code of Ethics KCC 3.04
King County Board of Ethics Advisory Opinion 96-08-1146
King County Board of Ethics Advisory Opinion 08-04-1163

DEFINTTION$:

4.1
4.2

Authorization; The right or permission to use a computer resource.
lnfoi'mation Asset: A definable piece of information, inforrnation processing
equipment, or information system, that is recognized as "valuable" to the Organization
that has one or more of the following characteristics:
Page 1 of7
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'
r

Not easily replaced without cost, skill, time, or other resources;
Part of the organization's identity, without which the organization rnay be
threatenecl.

4.3

Minimal Personal Use: Use that is brief in duration and frequency, does not intedere
with or impair the conduct of official business, and results in negligible or no
additional.expbnse ii the county:

4.4

Mobile Gommunication Device: A long-range electronic device that can be used for
mobile telephony, text messaging or-data transmission over a cellular networKof
specializod baee.stations known'as cell sites oy over a fixecl broadband connection.

4.5.

Mobile Computing bevice: Any device that can store and transport Uala and is
designed to be transported.

46

lVlobile Device: refors to both Mobile Cornmunication Devices and Mobile Computing
Devises.

4,7

Organization: Every county office, evgry institution, and every department; division,
board and commission-

4'8

5.0

Workforce Member:' Employees, volunteers, and other persCIns whose conduct, in
the performance of work for King County, is under the direct control of King County,
whether or not they are paid ny king County. This includes full- and part-time etected
-or appointed officials, members of boards and commissions, employees,
"*ji"t*",
associates, students, volunteers, and staff from thiril-party entities who provide
seruice to King County.

POL|C|ES:

5.1

Ownership: King County lnformation Assets are the proper-ty of King County
government.

5.2

Acceptable Use of f nforlnation Assets: Workforce Mennbers shall ensure that King
County lnformation.Assets'are used approprlately for King County business.
Workforce Members shall use these lnformation Assets to increase productivity,
facililate the efficient and effective performance of their duties, and meet the daily
operational and business requiremehts of King County, including but not limited io the
following illustrative list, to:

'
^
'

5.2.1 Perfonn assigned

responsibilities and duties;

5r,2.2 Support King County and Organization activities;

5.2.3

Access authorized work-related information;

5-?.4

Communicate and collaborate with colleagues on work-related issues;

5.2.5

lmprove work-relatecl skills when approvedrby management;

5'2.6 Use applications

and access informatisn available on King County's lrrternet
and lntranet sites;

5.2-7 Aceess lnternet

hosted online reference and information sources such as
phone iiirectories, online dictionarjes, search engines, subscription resources,

page Z of

7

it

Acceptable Use of lnformation Technology Assets Policy
or mapping and weather services if such use is appropriate for business use,
adds value to the Organization, increases employee efficiency, or avoids costs
that would othenryise be incurred b,y (ing County for s'uch referenced services;

5.2.8 Access lnternet

based training resources approved and/or provided by King

County,

5.2.g

Perform statulory and regulatory activities;

5.2.10 Comply with King County information technology security policies, standards,
procedures and rnethods, and federal, state, and local laws concerning.
computers, networks and personal conduct;

521',l',ff

:::"Jffi :Ttr1,ffi :;":T:lJ,.,ff

":ji::ffi :ffi lilift ii'i,.iliifi

l'''n'

managed by or admiinistered for King County.

5.3

Prohibited Use of lnformation Assetsr Workforce Members shall refrain from using
King County lnformation Assets for prohibited uses at all times, includlng during
breaks or outside o:f their regular business hours. Prohibited use of lnformation
Assets is subject to disciplinary action up to and including termination from county
employment. Prohibited uses includes but is not limited to the following illustrative list
of aclual or atternpted use of lnforrnalion Assets to:

5.3.1

Conduct private or personalfor-profit or unauthot'ized not-for-profit activities.
This includes use for private purposes such as business transactions, private
advertising of products or service.s, and any activity meant to foster personal
gain;

5.3.2
5.3.3

Conduct any political aciivity;
Conduct any solicitation for any purpose except those officially sanctioned by
King County such as the County Charitable Campaign;

5.3.4 Access any restricted,

non-pubfic computing resources, databases, Systems,
etc. inside or outside of King County to which they may have legitimate
access, to perform their assigned duties, for non-assigned (personal)
purposes;

5.3.5

Conduci any unlawlul activities as defined byfederal, state, and local laws
and/or regulations;

5.3.6

Create, access, display or transmit sexually explicit, indecent, offensive,
harassing or intimidating, obscene, pornographlc, defamator,y, libelous
material or material that could reasonably be considered: discrirninatory,.
offensive, threatening, harassing, or intimidating, except as a necessary part
of bona fide work related activities;

5.3.7
5.3.8

Create, access, or participate in onllne gambling;
lnfringe on any copyright, trademark, patent or other inlellectual properiy
rights, including copying and/or using software, images, music, rnovies, or
other intellectual property;
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n

form atinn. Tec h nolo gy As

s er.s- p o li

cy

Make copies oi King County licensed software for use on non-King County
computers unless explicitly authorized by the licensing agreement;

5310'fli:il?Jll?Iilffi
performance;

?"::lJ'lIH:TJl'J3xl:ff-,'J;:,"S35ff i,'J"il"*

5.3.11 Distribute King County datq and informaiion wiihout following appropriate
disc1osure processes or obtaining proper authorization;
5.3.12 Engage in any activlty ihat endangers the public;

5'3.13 Engage in any activity that resUlts in additional cosl to King County thai would
: not nornrally be incured as part'of dolng business;

,
'

5.3;14 Attempt to eubvertrthc sccurlty of the l(ng County network or rretw*r k
resources outside King County;
5:3,15 'With the''exception of authoriz'ed personnel having proper permission to do so,
intercept eornrnunications of any i1,pu, int"nJ-Jri!flrlr ploon" or systems;

5,3.16 lMih the exception of authorized personnel doing bona fide work and following,
the provisions of the Password Management policy, use another King county
worKorce Mqmber's access privileges or workforce Member
f*;";
reason;

"""ouit

5.3.17 Attempt io modify oi remove computer equipment, components, softwa,re, or
peripherals wjthout proper a uthorization ;

5'3.18 Monitor or record the electronic activities or conversations of other individuals
unless explicitly authorized and in the performance of proper:ty assigned
duties;

5.3.19 Scan or monilor ports or network nodes unless explicitly authorized and in the
pedormance of assigned duties by the organizatton responsible for the target
lnformation Assets;
5.3.20 Knowingly access, use, copy, modify, or delete files, data, workforce Member
accounts, access rights, logs, applications, system functions, drivers, or disk
space allocations associated with King County lnfoimation Assets without
proper authorization;

5.3.21 Knowingly create or forward hoaxes, chain letters, ponzi, or other pyramid
schemes of any type, regardless of content, sources or: destinations;
5.3.22 Forge e-mail header information;
5.3,23 Knowingly download, install or run secur.ity programs or utilities that reveal
weaknesses in the security of a System without Organization management
authorization;
5'3.?4 Knowingly circumvent Workforce Member authentication or security of any
host, nbtwork or account no matter whether it belongs to King County on
"t**
other entity;
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5.3.25 Knowingly mask the identity of an account or machine without specific and
properly authorized authority, including bui not limiied to sending anonymous
e-mail;

5.3.26 Knowingly hack into Systems and databases or act to disrupt Systems or
cause unnecessary network congestion or application delays;

5.3.27 Knowingly interfere with or unreasonablir deny service to any other authorized
Workforce Member, unless duly author,ized;
5.3.28 Knowingly use any program/script/command, or send messages of any kind,
with the intent to interfere with or disable a Workforce Mernber's session via
any means, localty or through the network except as identlfied in b.3.27
above;
5.3.29 .Knowingly establish connections that create rouling patterns that are
inconsistent with the effective and shared use of King County lnformalion
Asseis;

5.3.30 Knowingly use King County lnformation Assets to engage in acts that
deliberately waste lnformation Assets or unfairly monopolize these resources
to the exclusion of others.

5.4

Minimal Personal Use: Workforce Members ma!1 use King County lnformation
Assets for Minimal Personal Use, provided that the use is not prohibited as defined in
section 5.3, and provided the use has the appearance of professionalism even if it is
not used in a publie setting.

5.5

No Expectation of Frivacy: Although Workforce Mernbers may be expected to
maintain the privacy and confidentiality of information to which they have access, they
are not guaranteed personal prlvacy for any activity in which they engage utilizing
County computing re$ources. This includes legitimate county purposes, Minimal
Personal Use, violations of acceptable use or any other use. This includes, but is not
lirnited to, word processing documents, spreadsheets, databases, electronic and
voice mait, and lnternet access. Workforce Members should be aware that all activity
undertaken on any King County fnforma{ion Assets, including }egitimate county
purposes, Minima,[ Personal Use, violations of acceptable use or any other purpose,
is subject to monitoring, recording and intervention by Organization rnanagement for
the purpose of System update, maintenance, security and compliance with
countrywide and Organization-specific policies and standards. Any use of King
County lnformation Aoaoto conotituteo Wotkforce Membar congont to such
monitoring, recording and intervention. Workforce Members expecting privacy for
their Minimal Personal Use should use a different means of comrnunication.
WorKorce Members should be aware that electronic communicationi oould be
forwarded, intercepted, prinled, and stored by others and are not subject to personal
privacy expectation and may be disclosed pursuant to public disclosure laws and
rules of discovery in the event of lawsuiis.

5.6

Review and lnspect Organizations reserve the right to retrieve and read any data
composed, transmitted or received through on,[ine connections and/or stored.
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Electronic communications shall be open to inspection or review by Organization
management to comply with local, state and federal regulations as well as any
applicable policies.

5.7
"

Notice of Acceptable Use: Organizations shall provide notice of this policy to all
Wqrkfprce Members of King County lnformation Assets by displaying an Rccept;Ute
Use Banrter on all computers as part of the standarci tog;n p*""Orr* with the
;'
following language as a m,inimum standard;

This system is the property of King County and is provided for authorized use only,
ao defined in the King County Acceptable Use of lnfcrmation Assets policy.
Any use of this computer system rnay be fnonitored, recoqded, audited and disclosed
to authorized County andlor law enforcement personnel. Unauthorized or improper
uce of this cornputer sltstem may result in discipJinary actirrrrs as well as potential clvll
or legal penalties.

'

By using this compuier system, you indicaie your awareness and consent of the
above information. lf you do not agree with these terms, please discontihue use of
this cornputer system imrnediately
For more information on lnformation security and privacy, visit:
http://kcweb.metrokc. gov/oi rm/services/security_ops. aspx.'

'A

similar banner must be displayed on all information techno,lggV polnts of entrance
into King County including buf noi limited to virtualpr:ivate netrottis iVpN), pr-rblic
wireless acc€ss points, and dial.in rnodem connections

6-O

5'B

Prior Approval to Access Unacceptable Content: For Workforce Mernbers, who
as part of their regular job responsibilities access lnter:net web siJes generally
considered to be unacceptable, Organization managernent must pro-vide wr.i,tten
approval in advance to aufirorize such access.

5'9

lnvestlgate Prohibited Use: Organizations shail'investigate violations of this policy
on a case-by-case basis and discipline Workforce Mernbers according to King County
policy, guidelines and practices.

EXCEPTIONS:
Any Organizalion seeking an exceptibn to this policy must follow the lnformation Technology
Policy and Standards Exception Request Process using the Policy.and Standards Request
foffn. This form can be found on the Office of lnformation:Resource Management policies
and procedures Web page at http://kcwel'r.metrokc"gov/oirm/policies.aspx.

7.0
7.1

Workforce Members understand the expectations bf this policy and accept personal'
responsibility for adhering to iis provisions.

7.2

Organization management makes WorKorce Mernbers aware of ttris policy and
educates them about its content and requires that employees acknowledge receipt of
such policy and the impacts of violating it.
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Organieation IT management ensuresthat at a mi:nimum all PCs and Serivers
dis:play'the'Noiice of Acceptable Use" above.,
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These FAQs are designed to supplement the FAQs issued in January of 2009
The cou,nty's accepta,ble use policy ithe "Folicy'') is intended to inform employees what they
can a,nd cannot do on cou:nty email and on county computers. Sending certain types of emails is

strictly prohibited by section 5.3 of the Policy {see Attachment A for excerpt from Policy). These
effiails are referred to in these FAQs as prohihited emai:ls. Prohibited emails include:

o

Emails that are pornographic, offensive, indecent, obscene, sexual or sexually suggestive

in haturc.

i
r
r
r

Emails that are discriminatory, hara.ssing or of,fertsive.
Emails that involve gam:bling.
Emai[s for your persoR,a:l buiiness.
Emails that are political in nature.

You may be disciplined'for sending even one prohibited emall. lt is permissible to send or

receive a small nu,m,ber of personal ernails from your county email account. This is known
"rninimaf personal use" under the Policy. Minimal Personal Use is brief in duration and

as

frequency and.does not interfere with or im,pair the conduct of official County business. The
minimal personal use rule is m€asured, at least in part, bythe arnount of time the non-work-,
related website i5 u,p and running (even if minimized in the background). However, the minimal
personal use exception does not allow you to send.a prohibited email. You may be discip,lined,
up to and including te,rmination, if you send proh,ibited ernail.

What should I do if I receive a prohibited emall at work? [f you receive a prohibited email at
your l(ing County email address, you should do the following:

1.

2,
3.

Tell the sender not to send anv similar emails to you on your county email address.
Forward the email to your supervisor or department HR representative
Delete the er:nailfrom your inbox.

st e s, vou mav be disciplined Llkewise, if you,forwar.d a prohibited
your
email, even once, from
county email {other than reporting it to your supervisor), !ou rilaf
be disciplined up to and i.ncluding termination. The following FAQs are designed to help
employe,es understand what types of emails are prohibite,d under the Policir. lf you have any
question a.bout whether an email is appropriate to forward or save to your county cornputer,

lf vou

failto follow these

check with your supervisor. When in doubt, throw

it out.

Q:

ls it okay to send an email if the private parts of a person are censo,red by blurring those

parts or covering with black bars?

A:

No. Such an email is still considered

to be offensive, sexually explicit, indecent,

offensive or obscene material and is prohibited.

Q:

ls indecent material lirnited to the topic of private body parts?

A:

No. lndecent material can incfu'de, but is not limited to, showing, describing, or
depicting private bodrT parts, bodily functions, sexual relations, or profane or
obscene language. Jokes about gender, age,, marital status, pregnancy, physical
attributes, and sexuality can also be considered indecent,

Q:

I like to send jokes to rny cow,orker on county email involving illustrations that conta,in

a

reference to nudity or sexuality. My coworker likes it and thinks it is funnv. ls t.his ok?

A:

No, this is not ap,propr:iate and constitutes a prohibited email. lt is best to refrain

frorn sending jokes of any kind on county email.
Q:

I am thinking about downloading a screen saver

to my computer that

is a nude Picasso

painting. ls this ok?

A:

No, while the image is of a painting by a world-renowned artist,

it

is still a nude

image and not appropriate for the workplace.
Q:

at mi7 work email address with a picture of a nude
worrlan. May I forward the emailto my personal emailto view later at home and then
delete the email on my county email?
My coworker sent me

A:

a:n ema,il

No. lt is not appropriate to forward a prohibited email from your county email
address. lnstead, you should tell your coworker not to send those types of emails

to you at work. You should then forwa,rd that email to your supervisor or your
department HR staff and delete the emailfrom your inbox.
Q:

lf I receive an email at work from a friend that contains various nude images, can I
download those images to a thumb drive attached to my work computer to view later at
home and then delete the email?
A:

No, lt is not appropriate to use a county com,putcr or icrvcr to transfer. imoges
that are nude, pornographic, or salacious in nature to your thu'rnb drive or othe'r
device. The pr.oper procedure is to tell your friend not to send those types of
email to you at work, forward that email to your supervisor or
representative, and then delete the inappropriate email.

HR

Q:

May I look at politicalwebsites?
A

No. Employees shall refrain from using King County computers for any political

activity, including accessi'ng political websites.

Q:

May l send emai,ls that include religious content?

A:

Generally, no. The King County's Anti-Harassment and Discrimination PolicV

prohibits discrimination on the basis of religion. The Policy proh,lbits use of
county computers to create, access, dispiay or transmit oflenS,ive or
d:lsuriminatory rnaterial. While send,ing an email to ndtify others of a prayer vigil

fcr victirns of a terrorist attack or natural disaster would, not violate either policy.
emaifs or websites that espouse a single religious view point may be offensive to
other emplortees and therefore are improper. Sinrilar.ly, emails or websites that
rcut one religious faith as superiorto other religious faiths could be considered
d iscri nrt i n atory and th'erefo re a re im p roper.
Q:

lVlay I play online poker.?
A:

Q:

No. King County employees may not use county computers or emairl to create,
a,ccess, or in any way participate in online gambling at a,ny time,

participate in a M'arch Madness pool or other sports pool with other county
employees that involves a spreadsh,eet or data maintained online, via email, or on
MatT t

county computers?
A

No. King CountrT employees may not participate irr garllilirrg at tlre wur'k pla,ce,

whether it is through hand-written, oral, or computer means. Further, the Policy
prohibits the use of computers for unlawfuI activities, including gambling.
Q:

May l,access Facebook or Twitter during work hours on my co,unty conrputer or cell
phone:?
A

Yes, provided

it

i:s

rninimal within the meaning of "Minimal Personal Use" set

forth in the Policy. lt

to access oRers Facebook andlor Twitter
website during breaks. lt is not acceptable to have a Facebook and/or Twitter.
website minimized on one's computer for the purp,ose of accessing it continu,allv
throughout the day. Nor may you ha've other non-work-related w.ebsites
minimiaed on your cornputer throughout the day (such as news sites, email
is acceptable

accounts, or sports sites).

Attachment A.

Prohibited Use of lnformation Assets: Workforce mern,bers shall refrain fronr usi:ng King County
Information Assets for, pro,hibited uses at alltimes, i:ncluding during breaks or outside of their
regular business hours. Prohibited use of lnforrn,ation Assets is subiect to disciplinary action up
to and including termi,nation from county employment. Prohibited uses include but are not
limited to the following iilustrative list of actual or attempted use of lnformation As'sets to:

5.3.1

Conduet private or personal for-,profit o.r unautho,rized not.for-profit activities. This
inclurdes use for private purposes such as business transactions, private advertising of
products or services, a;nd any activity meant to foster personal gain;

s.3.2

Conduct any political activity;

5.3.3

Conduct any so,licitation for any purpose except those officially sanctioned by King
County such as the. County Charitable Campaign;

5.3.4

Access any restricted, non-public computing resources, databases, systems, etc. inside

or outside of King County to which'they may have legitimate access to perform their
assigned duties, for non-assigned (personal) purposes;
5.3.5

Conduct any unlawful activities as defined by federalr, state,.and local laws and.lor

regula ions;
5.3.6

Create, access, dlsplay, or transmit sexually explicit, indecent, offensive, harassing or
intimidating, obscene, po.rnographic, defamatory, libelous m,aterial or material that

could reasonabty be considered discriminatot'y, offensive, threatening, harassing, or
intimidating, except as a necessary part of bona fide work-related activities;
s.3.7

Create, access, or participate in online gambling;

5.3.8

lnfringe on any copyright, trademark, patent, or other intellectual property rights,
includlng copying and/or using software, images, music, rnovies, orother intellectual
property.

Metropolitan King County Council
Wage and Salary Administrati'on Policy
Punposei
To establish policies regarding annualwage and salary adjustrnents. This policy
provides procedures that direct an employee's movement through the standard
salaty,grrid.
ThlS pollcy applies to all legislative Lrran,eh employees with the

exception of Counci:lmembers, personal staff, term-limited temporary
emploirees. contraet workers and interns.
(Note: This policy does not deal with cost of llving adjustments
provid,ed by the county. )

(CO

)

Elisibilitv RequiT"gments for an Annual Step lncrease:
As of January 1st of each year, employees will be eligible to reee.ive a one step
increase to the next highest step in their assigned salary range. The foltowing
outlines the criteria by which a step increase could be awarded:

A.

Emptoyees must be employed on or before September 30 to be eligible
for a step increase effective January 1 of the following year.

B. Emptoyees who are at the top step of their range are not eligible to
receive an additional increase.

Exqeptions;
All employees who meet the eligibility criterta will receive a step increase unless
one of the followiRg occurs:

A. The employee receives a performance evaluation

rating that is beJow the

satisfactory level in the previous rating cycle.

B. The employee's supervisor rnakes a written recommendation to the
Employment Committee that an increase shotrld be withheld.
When either of the above exceptions occur, the employee may request an
Employment Cornrnittee review of the dotermination to wiihhold the step pay
increase.

Council Adr:rption Date: November 21,20A5
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ffiKi$gCounty
Taking leave
KinE County provides several types of leave to eligible employees. Consult with your
supervisor or your agency Human Resoutrces representative to confirm what typed of
leaves apply to you and wha't forms and documentation may be necessary to process
your request.

Fordetailedinformati'on,gotothe@'ifyouarearepresented
employeen see your specific union contract for additional benefits information,

Many benefits are available to you and.yo.ur etrigib[e family members while you are on
leave of absence, For a summary of \/our options and the necessary paperwork, see
Contin uing Ypi{r Qo unty .Sen gfit$.

a

For inforrnation a,bout King,e-o"U,n,ty h,glidays, vacation time, and sick leave,
please contact your department Human Resources representatlve.

Donating leave time
following orms to donate a portion of ;{ou'r accrued vacation or sick leave to
another employee: Leave Donation Form (pdf) Leavg DqnatignEorm (MS Word).
Use the

Leave types
+

Bereavement leave
Employees eligible for comprehensive leave ben'efits' may use up to five days of
bereavement leave per qualifying death of an lmmediate family member (40 hour-s
rnaxirrrurrr; pl"gl'B;ted, for part-tinre employees). tmployees who are not eliglble for'
paid leaves may be granted leave without pay, or may be allotved to use
compensatory tim.e, if available, for bereavafficfit leave, Any additional paid leave
may be approved by mutual agre,ement between King County and the employee,

Immediate family mem,ber is defined as:

.
.

Employee's spouse or domestic partner
The pareRt, grandparent, child, son or daughter-in-law, grandchild, or sib'ling
of the employee, employee's spouse, or the employee's donrestic partner

https ://www.kingcounty. gov/audience/employees/benefits/leaves. aspx?print:
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The employee's legal guardian, ward, or any person over whom the employee
has legal custody

+

Domestic violence leave

If you are the victim of domestic vi'olence, sexual assault, <lr stalking, you can take
F,pruell.n,VielgnF.e,lge,yg to receive medical treatm,ent, attend tegal proceedings, or
address safety concerns. You can also take leave to provide assistance to a farnity
rnember who is a victim of domestic violence.
You may use leave with pay (sick leave, vacation leave, com,pe,nsatory time or other
accrued'Ieave) or without pay, For details, see ponglttp,,Vig,l,g
P"fopedures,

Donated leave

+

Use the following forms to donate a portion of your accrued vacation or sick leave to
another employee: Leave Donation Fofqn

Familv and medical leaves

*

Under the [Cmlly- Medical l=eave_Act (FMLA) and the Wgphingtg.n_tp:pily.Lea:ye AcI
(WFLA), eligible employees may Lake leave for a sorious health condition; to care for
a child after bi:rth, adoption, or placement for foster care; orto care for a spouse,
child, or parent with a serious health condition. Leave is limited to 12 weeks in a
rolling 12-month period.
Under WFLA, eligible employees may also take leave to care for a domestic partner
registered with the State of Washington that meets the definition under State law.
Under King county Family Med.ical Leave (KCFMt-), etiEible employees may take
leave for the same reasons under FMLA as well as to care for a domestic partner
with a serious health condition or for a spouse or domestic partner's child or parent
with a serious health condition. Leave is timited to 1B weeks in a rolling 12-month
period. For additional information, see
lY:edjq,al_Leeve Act or view the poster in your break room.
Washingto,rl F.qrnily-,Qpr-e.Aqt (WFCA): Employees in Washington State are entiiled to
use their choice of sick leave or other paid time off to care for a child with a health
condition that requires treatment or supervision, or to care for a spouse, parent,
parent-in-law, or grandparent who has a serious health condltion or an emergency,
and to care for children 1B years and older with disabilities. Grandparents-in-law,
grandchildren, and siblings are not included,
For a summary of the key points of each leave family and medical leave law, see the

htps://www.kingcounty.gov/audience/employees/benefits/leaves.aspx?prinFl
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LeaVe CpmpArAlive Cha rt.

Communicate your need for family and medical leave with your supervisor as soon
as possible and use the Frotqeted.l.gBye ReqHe,st-F-q-r|n and the appropriate
certification forrn, below. Follow your department's re,quest for time off procedure
and enter the appropriate leave of absence payroll codes into the payroll system. HR
staff: Use the Protqcted Leave Res,p"onse,,Eqt:m, to respond,

Certifications
The foll'owing forms are used to obtain a certification by a health care provider to
support your request for family a'nd medical le.ave:
a
a
a

.

.

Medical Certification for Servicemember
gp,[$iflgF,tio

+

Jgrv d,utv leave,

If you ar.e eligible for leave and ordered to serve o,n a jury, you receive your regular
King County pay. You must decline any jury duty pay-except for miieage-frorn the
court system if you are recelving King County pay.
Communicate, yo.ur jury duty information and provide a copy of your jury duty
sumrnons to your supervisor, Follow your department's request for time off
procedure and en.ter the appropriate leave sf absence payrofl codes into lh:e payroll
system.

Leave for pregnancy, childbirth and, preonancv-related conditions*
Fenrale ernployees marT be eligible for leave for Prpgflanqy. Chil
Efg.S_Iq,np,y;fplAteC._CSnCiligr.l---s" during the time she is sick or ternporarily disabled.
This leave marT be in addition to family and medical leaves.
For d,etailed information about the types of pregnancy leave ava:ilable, please revlew
the Preonancv-Related Leave Guide.

Communicate your need for pregnancy, childbirlh and pregnancy*related leave with
your supervisor as, soon as possible and use the Protecte.,d Leave Request Fqff-n: and
the ,Frfr,plqy.ee l4e9'iq4.lQe;r,tifiqgllqlt,Iqt,m. Follow your department's request for time
off procedure and enter the appropriate leave of absence payroll codes into the
payroll system.

https ://www.kingcounty. gov/audience/ernployeeslbenefits/leaves.aspx?print'
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+

If you are eligible for leave, you may take a leave of absence without pay for up to
30 calendar days, if you obtain written authorization from your supervisor. For a
leave of absence of up to one yearr additional authorization may be required (see
request form for details). Please re,fer to King County- Cpde 3.L2.2.50, pg[qg"nn,gl
9ttldgl,ines 14,17, and applicable collective bargaining agreements for more detailed
information.
Currtrnunicate your need fOr leave with your supervisor as soon as possible and use
the Lepye gf ,ahgrqno,s )slilft-og.t""Pa.y- Reg-uegt Fprm, Follow your department's request
for time off procedure and enter the appropriate leave of absen,ce payroll codes into
the payr;oll system.

+

PaidJrarental leavq
KinE County employees (both male and female) can receive up

to 12 weeks of paid
parental leave following the birth, adoption, or foster-to-adopt placement of a child.
The leave will run concurrent with federal, state, and county family or. medical leave
to the fullest extent possible.
Communicate your need for paid parental leave with your supervisor as soon as
possible. Use the Bfgqg$Ipg*LegyeEggqqpt [qgn and submit required
documentation. If adopting a foster child, use the tQ$$gt-,,Lq,A!.p,..p.t"IqIA as welt,.
Follow your departm,ent's request for time off procedure and enter the appropriate
leave of absence payroll codes into the payroll system.
For rnore information, see the Paid,.pqr;e. ntal Leave l-AO.

Volunteer leave

+

Eligible employees may use up to thr:ee days of sick leave each year to perform
volun'teer services at any local school, including your child's school, or at any
nonprofit organization participating in the Kin,g. eounlJ,Employ_ee giving p.r:ogram.

Friorto the leave, reqUest the time off by submitting the Sick LeavgforVoluntqer
form to your supervisor. The ngme of the organizatiorr arrd tlle
volunteer service you are performing rnust be included. Follow your department's
procedure for requesting time off, and enterthe appropriate leave of absence payroll
codes in,to the payroll system.
SerVlpg, Fpl.m

See additional information below:

.
.

Leave'for VolU.ntger Servige FAe
Leave
for.Vplunteqr gervice Guidelines
5jc.K
Siq.K

https;//www.kingcounty.gov/audience/employees/benefits/leaves.aspx?print:i
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Sick Leave for Volunteer Service Form (prirtab]e) (f,llellg)
5 Lc k,Le a-v e.,f gr" Vol u n !e e r.$ e rvise",Ad m i n is trat'rp r*grgeed-u,e

+

[Jniformed services leave
King County pr"ovides the following benefits for emplo;rees taking a leave of
for military deptoyment or training/dril[s:

.
.
r
.

of6

ab,sence

to 21.days of paid mititary leave per military fiscat year (oct. I -- Sept. 30)
Differential pay while on active duty
p!6fli6s[, dental, vision, and basic life insurance for a rnilitary leave beyond 30-

Up

ca.lend'ar days

Vacatio-n and sick leave accruals wh'ile on military leave

To receive these benefits, submit a U$il"*o*,tl!.19d,,$F
,a
your
prior
to beginning your
training/drillschedules
copy of your military orders, and
leave. To use your own accrued leave (except sick leave) or take [eave without pay,
yo.u do not need to submit your orders or training/drill schedule unless th'e military
l.eave per:iod exceeds 30-calendar d,ay's.
For ad,ditional information, refer to th,e U.njfpf,.mSd,FefVieg.*l''f,eygEAQ and the Egjgq
to th.q unifor:mqd Sprvic.es,Fmplgyi-nent andBesmp.lq:y-menl-Righls,Agt (USERRA).

Leave administration
+

Procedures, forms, and leaal feferences

r
.
.
r

,
.

Bereavement Leave' Procedure
Domestic Violence Leave of Absence Procedures
FMLA Lgavq,,V

[!YLA / WFI$ Deter:mina:!i:s'n Procedure
t!14 l-A /_ W tt4 1 KQ.F M L !es,i,9,rtetiq F, .Gi!!id el i rt ge
tMLA/ WFI=A / KCEML Prqcedure

r q.ea.l!,h !p,te=f rpVtC

'@
. p,qid, F,a,ig-+!et,,

-q

r

lqrl n u nl 9,4 !i"q n !! tt

1,4

q;l

i.n

gs

a

.

,
.

Paid Parental Leave Information

| !.q + y e P..!..qqe d. !1,!,,q
Preqnancv. Childbirth and Preqnancv Related Conditio.ns (PCPRC) Procedure
Paid

;,P.q{gn!F

https://wu.w.kingcounty.gor,/audience/employees/benefits/leaves.aspx?print:1
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SEhp,

Beneffts and retir€m€nt

t

nnone 3g.g.s$,fu,l,E"Eg
Fax: 206-296-77004r'
Phone hours:
9 a.m. - 4 p.m. weekdayrs

H

E

m a iI

Kg*hSndl$S$"l$*qgRir

n$y,'

gpg

Payroll
Fax,- ?0:6 -29,6*76 78d{r

Last Updeted O,e,to,fler: 2'7, Z.ALT

htlps://www.kingcounty.gov/audience/employees/benefitslleaves.aspx?prinFl
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KingCounty
Fleet Services Division

l

mportant Contact Nu,mbers

,. . . . . . .9J1'.
FoliceandMedicalSeruiees. r " r I . . ;,
RiskManagemert t..,206,263-2250
ADM-ES-0320 500 Fourth Avq Room 320, Seattle, WA 98.104
SafetyandClaimsManagementO&e, : . " .
.206-296-0510
ADM-ES-0500 500 Fourth Avq Room 500, Seattle, WA 98104
FleetServices,.,, .,..!
.20&477,3880
KSC-ES-0822 201 S. Jackson.$#822, Seattle, WA 98104

.

Emergency Vehicte Services
Orcas Street Motor Pool

Shop.

,,.

,206-263-9800

ORC-ES-OI00 707 S. Orcas $Seattle, WA 9810E
Renton Maintenance and Repair

Shop.

...,

.206477-254A

RSD-ES-O155 155 Monroe AveNE, BldgG, Renton, WA 98056
Motor: Psol Vehiete Dispatch

KSGHS-0822

;ji

"

. . . .206-477-3880
rnd@pffil@kingeountgov
2fr1S. Jackson.$#822, Seattle, WA 98104

Dispatchcustomerservice.

Fu,el and FuelCard lnformation

Fleet

Services.

.

ln ease of Vehicle Emergency
During normal' wo,rking hours
Take the vehicle to the Renton Maintenance Repair Shop or to the Orcas Slreet
Motor Pool Shop

i

Renton Maintenance Repair: Sho.p 206-477-2540 Mon-Fri 6 a.m. - 6.pr.
Orcas Strcet Motor PoolShop . . . .?06-?63-0800 Mon"Fri 7 a.m. - 4,p.
Afjer.h:Rllrs anr^J weekends

i

lf an emergency occurs between 6 a.m. and.ftpor on a hollday or weekend,
you may incur reimbursable charges of up to $90, or make arrangements to
have the vehicle towed (see Section 8).

i

rrNG couNTy vEHrcLE DRrvERs opERATtNG MANUAL

'1. Stop as soon as itf safe to do so.

2. Serious injuries? Call 9 -1-1 for medical assista,nce
3. Assess the situation. Proiect the scene to prevent further injury or
4.
5.

damage
Call police (9-1-1). The rjispatclrer will tell you if an oreer will be sent
to the scene
Call a Fleat Maintenance and Repair Shot'or assistance and to
report the incident:
1:
206-477-2540 Mon-Fri 6 a.m. - 6.pr
i Orcdc Stoot (Georgetownp06-263-9800 lVlon-Fr.i 7 a.m, - 4.pr
I After hours, call and leave a rnessage at one of the shops
Gather data and exchange in,formation.
DO NOT DISCUSS THE INCIDENT WITH ANYONE EXCEPT POL
not admit fault. Do not agree to settle any claims against you or
King County.
Get the name and address of any and all witnesseusing
the Wiiness lnformationicard from the packet in the glove
compartment lf a witness c6fi:r1ot stay at the scene, get his/her
name and address, and give hlm/her the Witness lnformationi
card to ill out and mait
Excharrgo contact information (name, phone number, address)
with parties involved (driver/pedestrian/property owner) using
theNotice to lnvolved Partiesicard (in packet).
Take photos of the scene and damage

Renton

6.

i

i

i

7

.

Fill out the $tate of Washington Vehicle Collision Reporti
(in packet) at the scene, regardless of the amount of damage
Make two copies of the completed form.
Send the original completed form (top copy) to Risk
Management (ADM-ES-0320) and t<eep the duplicate copy
(bottom copy) for your records
Send one copy of the completed form to your su,pervisor
Send one copy of the completed forrn to King County Fleet
Services (KSC-ES-0822).

i
i

i
I

8.

lf you need a tow truck after the Fleet Maintenance shops are
closed, call a towing provider. See pages'2A-22in the King County
Vehicle Driven6 Operating Manual (in glove box) for a list of towing
providers

L

Wthin 24 hours:

'i Notify your supervisor
i Notify Risk Management
I Send vehicle collision reports (as per step 7)

KING COUNTY VEHICLE DRIVERS OPERATING MANUAL
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lntroduction

1.1

Furpose

The purpose of this manual is to provide drivers of King County vehicles
with basic information about their responsibilities regarding safety, vehicle
operation, and accident and emergency procedur.#ris information
applies to allvehicles ancl eqr.ripment issued or assigned by King County
Ftcat Scrvice*voryone who drives a King County velricle should be familisr
with the contents of this manual and should display appropriate courtesy
and conduet while sharrng the ro,ad with nrembers of the public or while
on Kil'rg Couttty propertylf you have anyquesliorrs about Iris irrfonnation,
pleaee dil,eot them to your supervisor or call one of the pho-ne nurnbers
listed'in $ection 1.2.
A copy of this manual should be in every King County vehicte, and copies
should also be made available to employees at all facilities and oE6here
should also be a vehicle ownerf manual in the glove compartment of each
county vehicle Please read both manuals thoroughly before operati:ng your
vehicle
This rnanual is also available on Fleet Servicesi intranet website,
www. kingcounty. g ov/ eet
1

.

.2 Contact:Numbers

Services,
RiskManagemert

, .g1l

Police and Medical

.,.206.263-2250

Malt$top: ADM-ES-0320
500 Fourth Avenue, Room 320, Seattle, WA 98104
. , .206-296-0510
Safety and Claims Management ODe

MailStop: ADM-ES-0500
500 Fourth,Avenue, Room 500, Seattle, WA 98104

FleetServices.

..

.

.-1,;,'206-477,3880

Mail Stop: KSC-ES-0822
?01 S. Jaokson.$S822, Seattle, WA 98104
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Emergency Vehicle Services

Orcas,StreetMotorPoolShop.

. ,...206-263-9800

MailStop: ORC-ES-O100
707 S. Orcas $6eattle, WA 98108
Renton Mlaintenaflse and Repair $hoB,

u,, i : ^ .,

r

. 2A6477.2540

MailStop: RSD-ES-0155
155 Monroe AveNE, BldgG, Renton, WA 98056
Motor Pool Vehicle Dispatch

MailStop: KSC-ES-9822
201 S. .Jackson.$#822, Seattle, WA 98104
Dispatctt customerseruice . - . .:
r:d@pnel

@ ki

n

geo

u

ntg ov

Fuel and Fuel Card lrtformation

FleetServices.,

i... :

.,,,206,477-3S80

2

Driver authorization and safety guidelines

2.1

Author:izaiion

Only employees of King County who have valid Washington State driverf
licenses are permifted to operate a King:County vehidMividuals not
employed by the cauntSr are prohibited from driving county vehicles
without prior wr,itten approval frorn the Deputy King County Executive
(Per Executive Policy FES 12-1-3 (EP))

2.2

Was,hington State. DrlverS Lice.nse

Each agency6 director, or the directorf designee, is responsib-le for ver,ifying
that the agencyG employees have valid Washington State driveni; licenses
before authorizing the employee6 use of a King County vehicT&e
ernployee$ license rnust cover the class of vehicle that the employee is
assiEned to oBeratebr
a motorcycle lieense or a commercial
"y6sr,ple,
driver'6license (CDt) may
be requireHvery person requestir,rg permission
to operate a county Motor Pool Dispatch vehicle must indicate that he
or she has a valid Washington State driverf license eaeh time he or she
reserves a vehicle through the Motor Pool Dispatch online reservation
system, The Fleet Services Division mall request the cJrivin:g tennrds nf any
King County vehicle operator from the State Department of Licensing
Employ€es msy also have to rneet additional ibquirerxents befoie they can.
use a King Gounty vehicle (for example, drivers operating with a CDL malr be
required to undergo drug testing).

,
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2.3

King County policy on driver safety

As a provider of various public services, King County holds safe operation
above all other performance criteria. Employees should operate allvehicles
and equipment and conduct themselves in a manner that re ecis the
highest regard for the safety of the public, oiher King County employees,
and the property of our community mernbers and organization.
When you are operating county vehicles and equipment, you should give
every courtesy and consideration to the rnotorists, cyclists, and pedestrians
with whom yo,u share the streets and highwaytsehavior.that endangers
others will not be tolerated U,nsafe equipment should be raported,to the
appropriate vehicle maintenance shop manager

2.4

Defensive driving

Employees who drive King County vehicles should use the principles of
defensive driving, which help you drive safely and avoid accider@bey all
traS laws, be courteous to olher drivers, and always be prepared to yield
Remember tn'at driving demand:s your full concentration a.nd attention,
Here are De defensive driving habits that will help you drive safely and
avoid accidents:

1. Get the big picture, Watch over a:wide and deep tra$ scene rather
than any one detail

2.

Keep your eyes moving. Move your eyes about every two secondsd
and much rnore often in heavy tra&
3. Aim high in steering. Dont focus your attention on the vehicle in front
CIf you. fnstead, focus threg t$ fCIur veh.icles ahead
4. Make sure that others see you.Get eye contact before taking action.
Make sure thai other peopte (drivers, pedestrians, bicyclists)&e you
and show by their actions that they are aware of you
5. Leave yourself an bscape routei Pace yourself so you always have an
butiif trouble develops . Do not follow any moving vehicle ahead of you
too closely Give l,ourself enough braking distance for stoppin$void
driving side-by-side with other vehicles or in their blind spots

2.5

Driver training

Employees driving a county vehicle an average of once a month or
rnore must be trained in King County defensive driving procedures
Division d'irectors should contact the Safety and Claims Managernent
(206-296-0510) or cheok out the County website for training at
www.kingcnutrty.gov/auclience/enrployees/safety-uluin rs/sufety-at-work/
sa,fetytraining-classeaspx to coordinate treining as needeff !ol] or€ d
driver and have not received this training, it is your responsibility to contact
your supervisor immediately
KING COUNTY VEHICLE DRIVERts OPERATING MANUAL
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3

Policies and procedures for vehicle operators

3.1

Personal use

Personal use of co,unty vehicles is prohibited except where reasonably
necessary to accommodate the employeef meals and other physical needs

3.2

Transporting non-county employees

County vehicles should not be used to transport any person or employee
other than the vehicle operator unless that transport is dXrectly related to
cou,nty business

3.3

Driving:outside of King County

County vehictes may be driven outside the county or outside the state of
Washington and into Canadanly with prior authorizatiorfrom the driveri;
division or department directorBecause the vehiclef Voyager Fuel Car:d
is not valid outside of the state of Washington, you will need to make
alternative arrangements for fueling the vehicle by contacting Fleet Services
at 206-477-3880.

3.4

Trats and parking violations

lf you are pulled ovbr by law enforcement while driving a county vehicle, the
olGer may ask you for the vehiclef registration and proof of insuranc6he
vehicle registration certjGate is in the glove compartment of each cou,nty
vehicle managed by Fleet Serviee& copy is also kept on tb at the Fleet

Services Division. Per RCW chapters 46.30.020 and 46.16.020, government
vehicles are exempt from the reguirement to carry proof of insuranAe
copy of this certi{Bate of Self-lnsurance is located [n section 10.3 of this
manuaI
lf you are cited for a moving or: parking violation while driving a county
vehicle, you are responsible for paying any mes (per Executive Policy FES
12-1-3 (EP)).
King County vehicles are not exempt from paying for metered parking
Parking ix s g:pace reserved for disabled persons may result in a $250 ffire
unless a disabled parking permit is clearly visible in the windshield (RCW
46.16.381).
You are also responsible for paying any l-Bres resulting from automated
plurlu urrluruellent ol'ttan laws. These tickets are mailed to the reglstered
owner of the vehicle, which in this case is King CorrrF[eeJ Services will
forward them to the driver via the driver$; department or division. lf the
driver of the vehicle cannot be identiLBd,, the agency that employs the
driver andlor o:perates the vehicle must pay the fie
4
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Your agency is responsible for ensuring that any mcs you incur while
operating a county vehicle are paidf you do not pay the ffie, your agency
is responsible for paying.itAtlcitation tires must be paid on time

3.5

Seat belts

All dr:ivers and passengers in osunty vehicles are required to wear seat betts
at all times when the vehicle. is in use

3.6

Smoking

Smoking is prohibited in all coung vehicles, per King County Gode Section
12.50.030. T,his in'0Lttdes electronic smoking dev{ces, such as e-cigarettes,
hookalt pens, e-huokahs, and vaping perr$lre use ul tlrese tJevices is
prohiblted in county vehicles as wefl as in all places where snroking is
prolriliiled uncier state law and King Cou:nty policfhis regulation comes
from Title 19 cf the Board of Health Coddsing chewing tobacco ir:l countV
vehieles is also pr:ohibited per Executive Policy FES 12-1-3 (EP).

3.7

Driving under the inffience

No one who is under the in uence of drugs or alcohol rnay operate a King
County vehicle

3.8

Cell phones

It is against the law to use a personal device while drivin,g,
ln 2CI17. the Washington $itate Legislature passed the Diiivttlg Under
the ln uenne of Flentrnnics (DtJlH) Adf nder this new law, it is a tram
infraction to operate a vehiole while:

i
i

Ho,tding a personal electr:onic device in either or hoth haneln

Using your hand or mger to compose, send, read, view, access, browse,

transmit, save, or reirieve email, text messages, insta,n,t messages,
photographs, or any other electronic data

i

Watching a video

Using your, Eger to activate, deactivate- or initiate a function on a device
such as hands-free calling or GF$ maps remains legal

K.ING COUNTY VEH:ICLE DRIVE.RS OPERATING MANUAL
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The Act speciBs four exemptions from the infraction:

1. A dri,ver summoning emergeney seryices
2. A driver operating a,n aufhorized emergen,cy vehicle
3. A tr:ansit system employee using a system for tirne-sensitive
co,rnrn un icatio n

4.

relay

with tra nsit dis patch seryices

A commercial r.notor vehicle driver with a valid CDL using the device
within the scope of their employnrent as allowed by federal law

Although using devices in hands-free mode remains legal, even hands-freei
doesn{ necessarily mean the driver is d:istraction-fr:e:Ehe new law addresses
more than just using personal electronic devices - it is also illegatr to drive
dangerously distracted in any manner that interferes with the driver$ ability
to operate the vehicle safely
The county encourages.ernployees to use cell phones to cail for help or to
help others in emergencie*"lowever, do not place yourself or others in
danger while doing so lf you witness a serious auto aceident, a crime in
pr"ogress, or a,nother serious emergency thaf puts lives in danger, call 911
and give the exaet location, and other relevant infor:rnation. Stay on the line
as long as the dispatcher requires

3,.9, Secure your load
State law requires drivers to secure all loads tr:ansported in vehiales or trailers
betore driving on public roads in Washington (RCW 46.61.6b5). Even if you are
d:riving a short distance, your loadEnd any items used to 6over or secure
the load, suclr as tarps or strapsdrust be secureffiy taking the iirne to
make sure your load is safe to transport, you can prevent harm to others and
save yourself a costly Ere
For the complete King County executive order, refer to PER 1S-g (AEO).
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Use of dispatch vehicles

Motor Pool Dispatch vehicles are avallable 24 hours per day, seven days per
week through the use of our online reservation system and unattended

key-manager boxes
Before reserving a vehicle, county employees should car.efully assesS the
need for travel by car to a meeting outside of county faciliii&uld the
same goals be accomplished with telephones, e-mail, web conferencing, or
other alternatives to physieal travel? Could the employee get to the meeting
and back with pubiic transportation or in a carpool?
Please schedule vehicle reservations onllne if possiblq saving telephone,
reservations for those who lack access to the lnternet or e-mail, or for
emergencies such as network failures or severe time constraints
Motor Pool Dispatch website
http:// eet .inverscom/kic
Motor: Pool Dispatch locations

I
I

Goat HiilGarage ffith Floor
415 SiNth Avenue, Seattle
Entrance on Je&lrson Street between Fifth Avenue and Sixth Avenue
King Street Center fl-evelA Parking
201 S Jackson Street, Seattle
En:trance on t(ing Street

Contact information
Fleet Services Division 206477-3880

n*i@oU@kingcountgov

4.1

How to,add the Dispatch icon to your computer desktop
(Windows)

1. Move your cursor to a clear space on your screen.

2. Right^click your

mouse and scroll down the menu to Ndw

3. Select Bhortcutiand left-click your mouse
4. A new shortcut icon will appear and a new menu with a box.
5. Type the following http:// eet.inverscomlkic
6. ClickNexti

7. Name the shortcut Dispatchior sornethlng

L
9.

8

else that you will recognize
as the vehicle reservation system.
Click Finish?
You can drag the new icon to ptace it where you want it on your screen
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4..2

Registeri:ng as a user

You must have a vafid Washington State driver6 license and King County
PeopleSoft employee lD number to registdfour Peoplesoft lD number is
included on your pay stub

1. To register, go to the Moior Pool Dispatch website:
hffp :// eeJ . i nverscorn/ki c

2. Click on Motor Pool Online Sign-upTat the nricleJle of the puge
3. Complete all of the required lblds
4. Click Bubmil formiat the bottom of the page
Onoe you submit a request, it may take a day to process your registration
and send a cnnftrmatinn e-mailwith yolr PINL

4,3 Reserving a car
1. Click on your desktop icon or go to the Motor Pool Dispatch websi,te
2. At the top of the page, tll in your employee lD number and PIN
3. $elect Logini
4. Click lrlew reservatiori.
5. Enter your name and select the vehicle category
6. Enter your destination and select which garage you wilt be using
7. Cltoose the day(s) and tirnes for your departure and return.
B, Click Reservei
9. You will be prompted forthedost centeffhis is your six-digit Oracle Low
Org number, a requiired entqEnter a project number and task, if not
charging the default v.alues of your Low Org
f O.Click Conffim rese,rvationi

11.\Nrite down your access code, which will also be sent to you via e=mail

4.4

Picking up your key and car:

You can pick up your car up to 15 minutes before the start of your

reservation.
Go to the key manager box- These are located on the eighth oor
Hill Garage, and the A Level of King Street Center
YoU

o;f

Goal

fiust have your slx-digit access code to open the box.

1. Enter the aceess code on the keypad
2. Press M
3. Make note of your parki:ng staH nurnber before you open the box.
4. Open the door and take the keys under the blinking green light
5. Once you are in the vehicte, touch ihe round metal end of the yellow

key
fob on the key ring to the black ignition lock on or near the dashboard
6. When the lighi on the ignition lock turns from red to green, you can start
the vehicle You rnust do this every time you start the vehi.ole
KIN,G
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4.5

Pre{rip inspection

You must inspect the vehicle before you accept it and leave the Motor Pool
Dispatch parking area,. Wa.lk around the vehible and examine its exterior to
determine its general condition, and inspect tlre interioriincluding the
trunkb be sure it is clean and free of debris., dirt, and smoke odors
1

. ,Exterior: eheck the tires (for over-in ation, under-in ation, or extreme

2,
3.

wear) and lights, and look for body damagEhe applicable tire pressure
for eaoh vehiele is listed on a plate on the driuerS-side door jamb or. on
the glove compartment door
lnterior: check the mirrsrs, Eauges, horn, wipers, defrosters, lights,
emergency equipment, and seat belts, and secu:re all loose obj&lean
the windows and mirro,rs if necessary
Do a test stop to check the brakes.

Report any problems or coilcerns to the Fleet Ser:vices Division by calling
206 -47 7 -3880 o r e'ma il n g m oto rpod ispatch @kin g co untg ov.
i

4.6

Returning the car and key

As a courtesy to the next driver, please return a clean and fueled velif&le
Fleet Services Division may charge your agency $50 for any returned vehicle
th,at needs cteaning, has less than a half tank of fuel, or if a lockediVoyager
fuel card is not reported to Fleet Serviees Divisiffor securi,ty reasons, if
you swipe the fuel card more than three times, it will be locked.)

1. When you return, touch the rsund metal end of yellow data key to the
car loclr This will record your trip data.

2. Enter your access code on the keypad

to,re-entejr the key manager box.

Afier you answer a brief set of questions, return the key to any slot in the
box.

3. Close.the key box door and make sure it is locked
Note: Report any damage to the vehicle, or a non-working fuel card, to the
Fleet Services Division by calting 206-477-38,80 or: e-mailing
rnotorpool.d ispatch:@kingcountgov-

5

Assigned vehicles and authorized take-home vehicles

5.1

Asslgned vehicles

Avehicle rnay be assigned to a single employee or retained within the
agency for use by several employrees at the ageney manager$ discretion.
Enrplnyues rnay tle as$igrted vehicles overnight for the conduct of county
business
Employees may obtain autlrorization.on a case-by-case basis for occasiona,l
overnight use, or approval for a take-home vehicle assignmdntelthe,r

1A

KrNc couNTy \rEHrcLE DRTvERF opERA'rNG MANUAL

oase, they must provide justiGation and prior: written appr,oval from the
depa rtment dir"ecto r or h is/her auth orized representative

Whenever possible, pick up or drop oth county vehiele at a des,ignated
county parking area to avoid the unnecessary dssignrnsnl of an overnight
vehicle
Provisions for take-home vehicle assign,ments are outlined in Executive
Policy FES 12-2-2 (AEp) and King:County Code 3.30.

5.2 De nitions: Assigned, vehicles and authorized

take-home

vehicles
Occasional overnight use: Employees may make occasional businessrelated overniglht uso of uounty owned vehiclcKCC 3.30.020 de'ies
occasional overnight use as no more than 12 times per quarter, on average
Employees who need to take county vehicles home more frequently nrust
r"equesi auth,orization for take-home vehicles
Assigned take"home vehicles:An assigned take-home vehiele is one
that is used by a county employee for county business and for regularly
cornmuting to and from the employee$ horne and workplace

5.3

Authorization of take-home vehicles

The Fleet Services Division must approve and monitor the assignment of
take-home vehicles, and is also required to re-evaluate and update atl takeh,ome vehicle assignme,nts twice per yefmployee$ seeking authorization
to take county vehicles home must complete the Take-Flome Vehicle
Assignment Authorization Request form, have it signed by their: department
or division direetors, then forward it to the Fleet Servibes Division for review
and approval
Take-home vehicle assignments may be authorized for the foltowing reasons:

1. The vehicle is needed for emergency response

2.

Economlc bene{Its the cou'nty

3, The vehicle is a spec,ialvehicle or has special equiprnent in it
4. A take-honre vehicle is one of the provisions o'f a union contract
5. The employee is a commissioned police oL11er, road use investigator, or
arson investigator(Employees in this category are exempt from the need
to requesi authorization.)
To learn more about the authorization process, review Executive Policy 12-22 (AEP) or:,contact the t-leet Services Division.

lf you take a county vehicle home m,ore than 12 trrnes per quarter, you must
complete monthly Vehicle Take-Home Trip Log forrns and submit them to
your director ort the SheriDor the appropriate designe$opies of these
forms will be forwarded to Payroll and the Fleet Services Division. The forms
K|NG COUNTY VEH:ICLE DRIVERS QPERATING
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and instructions for completing them are available from the Fleet Services
Division. Commissioned oFers of the Sherithre exempt from having to
complete these forrns

5.4

Commuting in a vehicle assigned to another employee

A commuting trip is considered'to be personal use for the driver and each
rider. Hmployees who commute more than once per month in vehicles
assigned to other employees are personally responsible for reporting the
total numb-er of comm'ute trips (non-eontrol employees) or personal miles
{control employees) each month on the respective log form. lf an employee
makes only one round-trip commute in the monih, the IRS considers this
ineonsequential and no reporting is required

6

Fueling

6,1

Dispateh vehicle fueling policies and procedures

Drivers are responsible for ensuring that their vehicles are adequately
fueled, both before leaving and before returning the vehicles to the garage
Each vehicle must be returned with no less than half a tank of,fljed
driver returns a dispatch vehicle with low fuel, the Fleet Services Division
may charge the driverf department a $50 penalty f€Reporra'-ny fueling
problems to the Fleet Services Dlvision at 206-477-3880.

62

Generalfueling policy

Use only self-service, regular, unleaded gasoline in county vehidlbey are
d6s.i:gned to use B7-octane fuel in order to keep fuel costs.l&dvers are

encouraged to use county fueling sites for fueling county vehlcles whenever
possible Refer to section 6.9 for a list of couniy in-house fueling sitbiour
vehicle is equipped to use ethanol (E85) or.some other alternative fuel as
well as gasoline, you should use the alternative fuelwhenever posslElhb
helps keep operating costs low, and the air clean.

6.3

Unauthorized use of unleaded-plus, premium gasoline, and
full-service fueling

ln addition to the normal vehicle rental rates, the Fleet Services Division may
separately bill your agency for the added cost of any unauthorized use of
unleaded-plus, pfemi[Jm gasoline, or frrll-service frreling
lf you repeatedly use more-expensive fuel or services, the Fleet Services

Division will notifu you of non*compliance with its policies, and may
ultimately deactivate or cancef your fuel card

12
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6-,4 Tips for achieving fueleLdiency
Drivers are responsible for using county vehicles in a manner that will
enslrre maximum fuel saving#lere are some tips for fuel etsiency:

1. Eliminate unnecessary trips
2. Plan alltravel routes in advance
3. Remove excess weig.ht,from the vehicle
4. Drive withln the speed limlt
5. Avoid unneeessary ldling
6. Develop and maintain proper driving habits
(Fxa mpfns; dnnt nver.a ccelerate; avnid cn nsta nt hra ki]r g

7. tn ate tires to mdet rflsnuf€lcturef recanlmendation.
8. 'lako aseigned vehiales to eounty maintenance shops

at the schedurled

mileage intervals

6.5 Use of fuel cards
Fleet Services assigns a speci& fuel card to each veh*llre card may be
used at county fuel sites or commercial vendor statiofr'*re cards are eoded
with i.nformation speciB to each ve,hicle, including fuel type and tank size

1. Commereial fuel cards may be used only for the vehicles to which they
are issuedNever Lrse the car:d to ill up othor: vehicles or containers
2. Commercialfuel cards may be used at self-service islands
3. Com:mercial fuel cards may be used for discounted car washes at countyapproved commercial car wash facilities

4. Commercialfuelcards may be used to pay
vehicle emergeney services, if the total cCIst
(ineluding tax) does not exceed $90.
5. Copies of receipts for any non-fuel purehases
must be submitted to the Fleet $ervices
on the next business da$Mrite the vehicle
number on the receipi
6. Eaclr time you fuel a county vehicle at an
automated fueling station, enter the correct
vehicle odometer reading and your Ptlrl into

Voyager card
does not work
6t AM/PM, ARCO,
7-11, Safeway,
QFC/Fred Meyer,
Costco There are
Voyageribigns on
approved pumps/
vendors

fueldispenser

7. lf a fuel eard does

not work at a retail station, please report it to Fleet

Services, 2A6-47 7 -38.80.
The use of commercial fuel cards to fuel personal vehicles, or for any uses
other than those prescribed in this document, is prohibiteffmployees
who violate this policy are subject to disciplinary action, up to or includirrg
termination.

KING COLINTY VEIIICLE DRIVERS OP€RATING MANUAL
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6.6

Fuel Card procedures

1. lnsert lhe commercialfuel

card, or King

county card, with the btack strip

face-down.

2.

Enter your PIN which is the last 5 or 6 digits of your employee lD.n,umber

3. Enter your current odometer/mileage reading and press Enter

4.

Enter the hose/pump number and press Entbr

Tr"oubleshooting fuel card pioblems

1. Does the station accept the King County cornmercial fuel card?
2. Verifu that you are entering a valid PIN (the last 5 or 6 digits of your

3.

employee n,umber).
lf you swipe the fuel card more than three times, it wilt be locked
Youll need to call the toll-free number on the back of the card
(1-800-987-6591 ) to have it unlocked

lf you are still unable to purchase fuel, you may pay out-of-pock&1.ite the
vehicle number and odometer reading on the receipt and keeii it as a record
of your purchasecontaet the Fleet services Division (206-472-gBBe to mrd
out where to submit the receipt for reirnbursement
lf 5rou,are fueling at a county in-house facility and the fuel card assigned to
your vehicle is damaged so the card reader cannot read it, yCIu may push the
bnterikey on the card reader and foilow prompts to obtain fuellf you have
questions call Fleet Services al2A6-477-3S80 (B a.mrd p
Monday-Friday).

6.V

Safegarding the fuel card

Each driver is responsible for safeguarding the vehiclef fuel cfid not
keep your PIN with the fuel car0o not expose the card to magnetic
items, heat, or. direct sunlighBe sure to store it in a place that is not
exposed to these things, and keep it in its cardholder at att tin€s most
county vehicles, the card holder is permanenily attached inside the glove
compartment door or to the key ring

lf your vehiclef fuel card is lost, damaged, or not working, or if the system
states that your vehicle has a bad odometer, report the problern immediately
to Fleet services at206-477-3880 (8 a.m. firp Monday-Friday) so the issue
can be resolved

6.8

lnventory of fuel cards

Each agency wrth assigned vehicles must maintain a list of all active fuel
r:arcls The list must contain fuel card numbere and vahiclo numbcrs,
verifying that each vehicle has its own respective assigned cffi$ou tsd

additional fuel cards, report them immediately to Fleet Services
14
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6.9

King Co,unty fueling sites

Below is a list of King County in-house fueling sites that King County vehicle
drivers may useDrivers must use their assigned fuel cards when obtainlng
fuel. lf a county fueling site is not operating, ,please cal2A6-477-3880 for
assistance with man,ually dispensing fudfVhile fuel pumps are in manual
operation, you must record the amount of fuel you dispense in this way on
the Weekly Fuel and Oil Log Sheet at the site (See Appendix 10.1).
King County fueling sites

Black Diamsncl
Fatl City

20827 SE Auburn
Black Diamond R

Au,burn, WA

434'l Preston-Fall

City, WA

Road SE

98024

Renton
Maintenance

155 lvlonroe Ave

Renton, WA
98056

Renton Waste
Water

1200 Monster Road Renton, WA
98057

Vashon lsland

10021 SW
Road

Renton
Maintenance
Facilities

2A6-298-771

98092

206-4

Vashon lsland,
WA

9BO7O

155 Mon,roe Ave NE Renton, WA
98056

206477-2540

To keep fueling costs as low as possible, Fleet Services encourages drivers to
use King County fueling locations whenever possibhdriverf second choice
should be PaciE Pride stations for those vehicles that have PaciE Pride cards
Major brand, cornmerciatfueling slations are a third choice

6.10

Paci c Pride fueling stations

Below is a list of Pacii0 Pridc fucling stations that may be used by drivers of
King County vehiclesThese stations bre unattended and req,uire a Pacit0
Pride fuel card to buy fuelFleet Services has issued PaciE Pride cards to
agencies and vehicles that are participating in the PaciS Pride pragram.
Do not use the l-leet-issued Voyager cards at Faci c Pride stations
because the countv will be charged the full retail price as opposed to the
bulk fuel price

KING COUNIY VEHICLE DRIVERts OPERATING MANUAL
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Commonly used Paci c Fride fueling sites
iitY,rglSX*, Zib Oode

18201 SthAvenueS

Burien, WA 98148

666 Grim Avenue

Enumclaw, WA.98022

20007 80th Avenue S

Kent, WA 98032

730 Ceniral Avenue S

Kent, WA 98032

1005 8th Street

Kirkland, WA 98033

6016'204th Street SW

Lyn,nwood, WA 98036

22429 SE 231st Street

Maple Valley, !\'A 98038

144:2Q 468th Place SE

North tsend, WA 98045

1303 Valentine Avenue SE

PaciG, WA 98047

2460 S 161st Street

Seatac, WA 98158

1617 SW Lander Street

SeatHe, WA 98134

3215 4th Avenue S

Seattle, WA 98314

9014 14th Avenue S

Seattle, WA 98108

13435 lnterurban Avenue S

Tukwila, WA 98.1,68

24019 Woodinville-S nohom,ish Road

Woodinvilte, WA 98072

For assistance with fueling at PaciB Pride stations, please cafl 1-800-950"3835
For a list of rnore Paci[0 Pride sites, visit their website: wpamitspride.com
and selectbhow PaciB Pride Cardlock onlyi

7

Maintenance and repair services

7.1

Shop hours

Employees rnay take their assigned vehicles to the Renton Maintenance and
Repair Shop or the Orcas Street Motor Pool Shop for maintenanee and repair
Hours are as follows:*
Orcas Str:eet

{Georgetown)

7 awp* .m., Monday-Friday, 206-263-9800

Renton

6 a.rm.prpnday*Friday, 206-477-2540
*These hours may be extended to 24 hours per
day, seveR days per week
during emergencies related to ooding, snow, elc

7.2

After-hour,s vghiole drop-olar pickup

Both the Orcas Street Motor Pool and the Renton Maintenance and Repair
Shops o@r 2Aft drop-oland pickup servicesThe same proeedure applies
to picking up and dropping ofleneral purpose and Sheritrrehicles

to
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Orcas Street Motor Fool Shop
PLrll up to the orcas street Motor Pool shop entrance a,t 8915 Padifla place
and push the call button to alert securit5ldentif,y irourself to gain access to
the parking fot

For drop-ofl Find the blue box with repair request forms to the r:ight

of

the gate Complete a repair request form with your name, telephone
number, and exact mileage {oelometer r,eadirrg), and put it in the blue box
along with the vehicld keys, where applicablff you have rnade advance
arrangements to u$e a loaner vehicle, the keys will be in the drop box.
For plckup: Flnd the blue box to the right of the gat$ you have made
arrangements tn pink trp fmfl: vchicln after hours, th+ keye will b"o in the
drop box. When returning a loaner vehicle, put the keysrfuith a: copy of the
dispatch slip with the date, stall number, and mileage Glds completedih
the drop box.
lf you a,re walking out and the gate is closed, p,ush the call button to exit the
facility.

Renton Maintenance and Repair Shop
Pull up to the Ffiunction at 155 Monroe Avenue NEurn riglrt at the stop
sign and pull up to the left of the main, entrance straight aheffi;sh
the button on the lefl to alert stai-ton duty in the Roads Maintenance
Administration Building that you need accesbentify yourself if asked
Drive forward and follow the road to the left, the Maintenance Building (G)
is directly east of the fuel island
For drop-ol.l Find the hlue box wilh reparii request forms at the southwest
corner of Building CiComplete ihe repair request for:rn with your name,
telephone number, and your vehicle6 exact mileage {odometer r.eading),
and put the form in the btue box along with tho vehiclei keys, where
applicable lf you have made advance arrangements to use a loaner vehicle,
the keys will be in the drop box.

For piekup: Find the blue box at tlre southwest sorner of Buildingl6$ou
heve made arrangernents to pick up:your vehicle after hours, the keys wili,
be in the drop box. When returning a loaner vehicle, put the keysrfuith
a copy of the dispatch slip (if provided) with the date, statl number, and
mileage Glds completediin the dr:op box.
On the way out, keep to the right and the gate will a*tomatically open. lf for
$orne reason the gate is not working, call 2tJ6-4 I /-B1OU for assistance

KING CO.UNTY VEHiCLE DRIVERS OPERATING I\,IANUAL
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7.3

Scheduling preventative maintenance

King Gounty Fleet has established the following guidelines as the normal
interval for vehicle services:
General Purpose:
T 6,000 rniles or six rnonths (regardless of the nnileage) for lube/oil/llter
T 12,000 miles or fuvelve months for safety inspections
Patrol:
T 4,000 miles or four months for lubeioil/Jler and safety inspection.
It is the responsibility of the vehicle operator, for assigned vehicles, or the
unit vehicle coordinator', to have vehicles serviced on timA 15% variance
is allowed before or after the actual miles reacheilhis allows the service
to be scheduled around peak ioads and trave] requiremen{S is advised to,
schedule appointments on:weekday mornings, between 6:30 a,m. and no'on.
Contact the Fleet shop that is convenient for you to schedule service.
Each time you bring the vehicle in for a scheduled repair, you m,ust complete
a Repair Request form (sometimes called a BO form) p,rovided by the shop
manager (see Appendix 10.2). The accurate current mileage must be included
on the Repair Request form.

7.4

Unscheduled repairs
lf your vehicle requires an immediate unscheduled repair, notify the shop
maintenance supervisor if possible before bringing the vehicle in to have
the repair done lf ihe vehicle is not drivable or uns'afe to operate, call the
appropriate maintenance shop to make arrange,ments to have it towddter
normal work hours, call the nearest towing company listed in Section 8. Fach
iime the vehicle is brought into the shop for an unscheduled repair, you must
also complete a Repair Request (BO) form, which wilt be'provided by the shop
manager (see Appendix 10.2).

7,5

Emergency repairs

During normal work hours, a vehicle in need of repair must be taken either to
the Orcas Street Motor Pool Shop or to the Renton Maintenance and Repair
Shop You will be required to tll out a Repair Request (BO) form stating the
problem or symptoms For additional questions or help, call the shop;
Orcas Street Motor Pool

Shop

206-263-9800
7 a.m. Fl p.m., Monday - Friday

P.onton Mainten'cnco ond Repair Shop 206 477 ?540

6 a.m. E p.m., Monday - Friday
lf the emergency occurs between 6p. and 6 a.m, or on a holiday or
weekend, use your best judgment in deciding whether or how to get a vehicle
repaired Drivers may incur reimbursable charges of up to $90, or make
1B
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arrangements to have the vehicle towed (see Section B). lt is your
responsibitity to inforrn your supervisor, as well as the vehicle maintenance
managers, of your vehicle$ problem and to notify the Orcas Street Motor pool
Shop or Renton Mai:ntenance and Repair Shop
lf maintenance or repair oJ the vehicle will take longer than originally
estimated, the shop manager will notifu the driver or agency contact of the
new expected corrrpletion date/time

7.6

Loaner vairielos

lf you need to use a vehicle while your assigned vehicle is being repaired:

1. First, check to determlne.whether another vehicle

2.

ts available tbr use

Within ]rour a0ency
lf no vehicle is available within your agency, check with the appropr:iate
Fleet Maintenance Shop supervisor to see if a loaner vehicle is available
for temporary useThere i's no charge to customers for the use of a loaner

vehicle
rnay rent a vehicle from Motor pool
Dispatch at the applicable rental rate (see section 4).

3. lf no loaner vehicle is available" you

7.7

Reirnb,ursement for emergency expenses

certain emergencies rnay occur that can be easily remedied at a service statio
(for example, a b:roken fan belt or radiator hose), You may make the necessary
purchase, either by cash or with your personal credit card, or make arr€nge
ments to have tho vehlcle towed to the closest county Fleet Maintenance
Shop (see map gn page 21 for King County.S contracterJ towing pr:oviclers), lf
you incur any expenses on your personal card, you must get a receipt wiflr the
vehicle number, license number, and current mileage n,oted when making
reimbursable €[florgenc] purchase$he purehase must notexceed $90,
irrcluding tax. Submil the original receipt to Fleet Services Division for: tracking
of all e harges for the vehiclAlote: This type. of purchase shoutd be made in
emergeRcy situations only.

I

Towing and car washing

8.1 Towing
lf a vehlcle becomes unsafe to oper:ate, get otthe road or out of traB! Do
not continue to operate a vehicle that is unsafe
Certain veh,icle emergencies can easily be remedied at a service station
(brokcn fan bclt, radiator lrose, elc lf no commercial fuel cgrd has been
issued to ycu, you oan make the necessary purehase either by oash or
personal credit cardYou must get a receipt with the equipment number,
license number, and odometer reading noteilhe purchase must not exceed
KING COUNTY VEHICLE DRIVERS OPER.ATING MANUAL
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$90, including tax. You can get reimbursed for this eost by turning the
receipt in to Fleet Services at the downtown oGe or at either maintenance
facility.
Remember, this type of purchase is authorized only for emergendibs
possible, notify either the Orcas Street Motor Pool Shop (206-263-9800) or
Renton Maintenance and Repair Shop (206-477-2540) before you make the
purchase
Towing a vehicte to the Orcas $treet Motor Pool Slrop after hourS
Please tellithe tow truck driver to press the red cali button at the entrance of
5915 Padllla Place for the Security Otoer, who will let him or her drive into
the parking lot
Towing a vehicle to the Renton Maintenance and Repair $hop after
hours8lease tell the tow truck driver to follow these directions:

i

Turn right at the stop sign at 155 Monroe Avenue.NE
Pull up to the left of the main entrance
Push the button on the left to alert stailn the Roads Malntenance
Administration Building and request acce,ss
Drive forward and follow the road to the left, turn left again at the fuel
island The Malntenance Building (BldS) will be on your right
On the way out, keep right and the gate wilf automatically open.
lf lor sorne reason the gate'is not working, cali 206477-8100 for
assistance
2A-hour towing services for county vehicles

T

i

I
i
i

Area I - Northwest King County

Area 2 - North Central King County

PRIMARY:

PRIMARY:

Lincoln Towing
Seattle, WA 98133
206-364-2000

Airport & Buiien Towing
Burien, WA 98106

Airport: 206-243-6252
Burien: 206-433-0660

SECONDARY:

Airport & tsurien Towing

SECONDARY:

Burien, WA 98166
Airport: 2A6-243-6252
Burien: 206-433-0660

$kyway Towing & Recovery

TERTIAR}':

TERTIAR\(:

Skyway Towing & Recoverv
Renton, WA 98057
425-2?6-8050

Lincoln Towing
Seattle, WA 98133
206-364-2000
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Renton, WA 98057
425-226-8054
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t Nort*,twest Klng 6oun:ty
Z Nortft ntral Kfng Sounty
S NsrtheastKing Gounff
4 $outheast Gehtral Khg 06ufity
S Southesst K$ng County

Area s -N.orth Esst'Kfng eounty
PRIMARY

,{rport &

riert Towing

6 SorjtllvBcst King Courrty
7 Seattie Ar,ea
B V$snon tsiand

Area 4 - $outheast eentra'l
King Corrnty

Airpoft 246-:243"6252

PRIMAR*
Pete6 Towing
Des MoirJes & Kent, \AA

Burien: ?06-439-0660

206-878-84s*0

SECONBABY.;

SECONbARY:

tineolrt Trowlng

$kyway Towin,g & Recovery
Renton, WAgS057

Bu

Bur,lerq \A#\ 98166

seattle, vtlA 9s1s.$
?06.364-20CI,0

.425-226-Eg5A

TERTIARYI

TFRTI,ARY:

S,kyway T.uw[rug & Recovery
Rerrden, \AlA 98057

Alrport& Burlon Towlng

425*?26-8050

Airport: 206-243-6252

Burien, WA 9its1fiF
Burien: 206"433"066CI
aontinued 6,n next page
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Area 5 - Southeast King eounty

Area 7 - SeattleArea

FRIMARY:

PRIMARY:

Airport & Burien Towing

Petei; Towing

Burien, WA 98166

Des l\iloines & Kent, WA
206-878-8400

Airport 206-243-6252
Burien: 206-433-0660

SECONDAR,Y:

Lincoln Towing
Seattle, WA 98133
206-364-2000

SECONDARY:

Fro-Tow

Auburn & Maple Valley, WA
Auburn: 253-245-5454
Maple Valley: 425-31

0-1 01

0

TERTIARY:

$kyway Towing & Recovery
Renton, WA 98057
425-226-805A

TERTIARY:

Skyway Towing & Recovery
Renton, WA 98057
425-226-BA5A

Area

I

-Vasho-n lsland

PRIMARY:

Area 6 - Southwest King County
PRIMARY:

Lincoln Towing
Seattle, WA 98133

Peteb Towing

206'364-2000

Des Moines & Kent, \Al\
206-878-8400

SECONDARY

Airport & Furien Towing
SECONDARY:

Fr.trien, WA 98166

Skyway Towing & Recovery
Renton, WA 98057

Airport 2A6-243-6252
Burien: 206-433'0660

425-226-8050
TERfIARY:
TERTIARY:

Sky-way Towing & Recovery

Airport & Burien Towing

Renton, WA 98057
425-226-8050

Burien, WA.9B166

Airport: 2A6-243-6i2'52
Burien: 206-433-0660

Nnte: The list of county towing, providers is subjeot to ohan$Ehe surrent
contract is in e @ct from June 1A, 2017&une 18, 2022. Check with the Orcas
$treet M,otor Pool Shop, 206-263-9800, or Renton Maintenance, a,nd Repair
Shop, 206-477-254A, for other towing providers

22
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Towing o.utside King County
lf you are outside the county6 boundaries and need towing, please contact
the orcas street Motor Pool shop, 206-263-9800, or Rentorr Maintenanue
and Repair Shop, 206-477-254br after-hour,s and weekend towing
outside King County, call the primary towing company closest to your
location (see rnap on page 21). lf you are unable to call a towing provider,
call the Roads 24 hour line at 206-477-S100 or: 911 and request-the n.on.
emergeney lino

8.2 Vehicle washing and cleaning
The cleanliness and condition of our vehicles have an c.Gct on the publici
peroeption bf Krng tlo,Lrnty goverrrr'nent! so we encouragd agencies and
individuals with assigned vehicles to keep them clean. Vehicles should
be cleaned and washed at least once a month. Fleet services has made
arrangements for discounted vehicle washin$ee the table on page 24 far
a list of car wash locations and the recommended payment method

several Brown Bear car wash locations have implemented RFID tech.nology
Fleet services is installing new Brown Bear car wash RFID tags when v,ehicler
come into the shop for servicd)rivers may stop by the Motor pool or the
Renton ER&R shop to request the instattation of the BBcw RFID tag on their
Fleei vehicle

The Brown Bear'car washes that do sell gasoline still accept the voyager
card, but you nrust selecti+isuuunt cCIuponlon the kiosk to get to the
cashier
To purchase a car wash using the new RFID tags:

1. Drive up to the car wash kiosk
2. The kiosk should read the RFID tag on the windshield

and raise the lift

arm gate

3.

The car wash attendant will signal for you to enter the car wash. Do Nor
give the attendant the Voyager card since this would cause,us to be
double-bilfed for the car wash. The RFID will record the car wash char.ge

lf your vehirele has an RFID tag and you want to purchase a car wdsh at a
location which does, not sell fuel, and does not have a new kiosk:

1. Full up to the cashier
2. Tho cashier will open the driver'b side dsor to sean the bar cocle sLicker
in the door jamb

3.

Then you may enter the car wash.
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Discounled car washes
Note: Tlie countyf vehicle washing vendor list is subject to chan@ase
contact Fleet Services for a current list of vendors
Paymeni

City, Zip Code

Business name

Auburn, 9B002

Brown Bear Car Was r814 Auburn Wy S

Address

r relhod
N

Door bar code

12S00 NE Bel-Red R

N

Voyager

Bellevue, 9800€ Brown Bear CarWas r3724 Factoria Blvd Sl

Y

RFID, door bar
code

N

Voyager

N

RFID, door bar
eode

N

Door bar code

Bellevue, 9800€ Elephant Car Wash

13855 1 st Ave S

Burien, 98166

Elephant Car Wash

Cheney, 99004

Brown Bear Car Was 12400

Des Moines,

Brown Bear Car Was r22706 MarineView

lstAve

DrS

98198
Everett, 98201

Brown Beair Car Was r 3623 Broadway Ave

Federal Way,
98023

Brown Eear Car Was r34007 Hoyt Rd SW

Federal Way,
98023

Elephant CarWash

lssaquah, 9802

Brown BearCarWas 122121 SE 56th

31458 Paci6 Hwy S

RFID, door bar
code
Y

RFID, door bar
oode

N

Voyager
RFID, door bar

51

code
Kent, 98032

Mr Sudsy Car Wash 209 Central Ave S

Keni, 98032

Brown Bear CarWas t12O2W Meeker St

Maple Valley,
98038

Elephant Car Wash

MapleValley,
98038

Maple Valley Union
76

Psulsbo, 98370

Brown Bear Car Was

27018 MapleValley

Voyager
RFID, door bar
code
N

Chg Sheet

Hwy

23324 MapleValley

Voyager

l-lwy
'18764 State l'lwy

N

RFID, door bar
code

N

RFID, door bar
code

305 NE
Puyallup, 98373 Brown Bear CarWas 14412 S Meridian St
Redmond,
98052

Brown Bear CarWas r 17809'Redmond Wy

Door bar code

Redmond

Brown Bear Car Was 15248 Bel-Red Rd

Dgor bar code

98O52

Renton, 98055

Brown Bear Car Was 621 Rainier Ave S

Renton, 98055

Brown Bear CarWas 77 Rainier Ave S

Renton, 98055

Brown Bear ear Was 800 S Grady Wy

Renton, 98056

Exxon
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s321 NE 4th St

N

RFID, door bar
code
Door bar code

Y

Door bar code

Y

Voyager
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Cily, Zip Code

Business name

,qdcf€$s

Renton, 98059

Shell

4'102 N:E 4th St(near
Union Ave NE)

Sammamish
98075

Brown Bear CarWas 13050 228th Ave SE

Seattle (Ballard) Brown Bear CarWas
9S119
Seattle (Lake

i,51

F,uel

11 ?51h Ave NW

City),98125

Brown Bear Car Was r14312 Lake City Wy
NE

Seattle,98134

Elephant 0arWash

2763 4th Ave S
t 1800 't,Stlt Ave

Bruwrt Beaf Ca[Was

Seattle. 981 '19

Elephan{

Seattle,9B125

Lake Forest Park
CarWash.

Silverdale,

Brown tsear CarWas 3082 NW Bucklin

l
,

Voyager
Door bdr eode
N

RFID, door bar
code

N

RFID, door bar
code

NI

W

Scattle, 9Ei 19

Paynre$
method'

Y

Voyagar
RFID, duur lrar

code

caiWash

6'16 Battery Str

N

V0yager

16827 BotheltWy NE

N

Voyager

N

RFID, door bar
code

N

RFID, door bar
code

HillRd

98383
Brown tsear CarWas

16032 Aurora ,Ave

Tacoma,98042

Elephant Car Wash

2501 PacitbAve

N

Voyager

Tacoma, 98406

Brown Bear CarWas

5950 6th Ave

N

Door bar: code

Tacrma, 98409

Brown Bear Car Was r 3002 S 3Bth Sl

Taeoma,98444

Blowrr Bear earWas

Tacoma, 98499

Brown Beer CarWas r10913 Bridgeport

Shoreline,

N,

c8133

RFID, door bar
eode

t3204 Paciu!AveS

DorrlLrat cucle
Nl

Door bar code

Wy SW

lf you are not within a reasonable distance of a county facility and you are
b-uying retail fuel at a com:mereiaf station that oBrs a discounted car wash
f,or $9.00 or less, you may use the Voyager Card for thls oar w,ashing service
please provide the vendo,r: wiih the vehiclef current odomeierlmileage
reading and your Peoplesoft lD numher
Some Chevron stations are now requiring the entry of a zip cddsren
using a Fleet fuel card, ent&8058.

KING COUNTY VEH'ICLE DRIVERS OPERATING MANUAL
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Waterless Carwashes
Fleet has a contract with Eco Service U$A for waterless vehicle cleaning
Eco Service USA performs exterior and interior cleaning on-site for Fleet
Servicesf Motsr Pool dispatch vehicles and their services are available for
other county agencies io us$or more infsrmation please contact the Fleet
Services oBe at 206-477-3880.

I

Accidents

9.1

Vehicle Accident Reportlng

lf you are involved in an accident whiite operating a county vehicle, follow
these procedures:

1.

Stop as soon as it* safe to do sa.

2. Serious injuries? Call g-1-1 for medical assistance
3. Assess the situation. Protect the scene to prevent further injury or
darnage

4. Call police (9-1-1). The dispatcher will tell yoLt if an otGer will be sent to
the scene

5.

Cali a Fleet maintenance shopfor assistance,and to report the i,neident::
'ri Orcas Street Motor Fool Shop

206'263-9800 7 am* p .m., Monday - Fr"iday

T Renton Maintenanee and

206-477-2540

Repatr Shop
6 a.m. 6 p.m., Monday - Friday

T After hours, call and leave a message at one of the shops

6.

Gather: data and exchange in.formation.

DO NOT DISCUSS THE INCIDENTWTH ANYONE EXCEPT POLICE. Do
not admit fault. Do not agree to settle any claims against you or
King'County.
T Get the name and address of any and all witnesseusing
the l/Vitness lnformationicard frorn the packet in the glove
eompartment. lf a witness ca,nnot stay at the scene, get his/her
name and address, and give him/her the Witness lnformationl
card to il out and mail
T Exchange contact information (na,me, phone number, address)
with parties involved (d river/pedestria n/property ow ner) us n g
theNotlce to lfivolved Partiesicard {in pdcket).
Take pholns nf the sr:ene anrl clamage
i

i
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7

.

Fill out ihe State of Washington Vehicle Collision Reporti
(in packet) at the scene, regardless of the amo,unt of damage
Make two copies of the completed form.
Send the originaf eompleted form (top eopy) to Risk Management
(ADM-ES-0320) anel keep ttru tlupliuatu uupy (trottom copy) tor
your records
Send onc copy of the compteted form to your supervisor
Send one copy of the cornpleted forrm to King County Fleet

I
i
i
i

Servi,oes (K'SC-HS-0822).

L
9.

lf you need a tow truck after th,e Fleet Maintefi:&nce shop is closed,
calla towlng provider. See pages 2CI:l2ln the King (,Jounty Vehrete
Drivenf, Operating ftllanrra{ {in 6lnva hox} nr a list nf tow.ing providers
\Mthin 24 hours:
I Notify your supervisor
T Notify Risk Management
T Send vehicle csllision reports (as per step 7)

DO r.{0T6

r

State ths115. county will take care of any expenses

T

Give any statement or discuss accident responsibility with anyone
other than law enforcement authorities.

9.2

Bodily injuries to King Gounty employeesOriver or
passenger

Bodily lnjury sustained through a vehiole acciclent lry a county ernployee
on county business is covered by tlre King, Courfty Self-Lnsuted Wor:ker*
Compensatio,n Program. The injury must be reportod to the Safety and
Claims Management Ol0e (206-296"0510), and the employeeb supervisor
as soon as possibJe

9.3

lnsuran,ce coverage (Self-Certi cate No. 33)

King County is self-insured fo,r automobile liabilitg'ny authorized
King County employee acting in grood faith within his or her scope of
employment is covered by the countyG self-insured prog,ram (see Append'ix
10.3) while driving or riding in a cou,nty vehicle
Government vehicles are exempted from the requirement that vehicles
earry proof of insurance papers (see RCW chapters 46.30.020 and 46.16.020
When completing the Stale nf Washington MotorVehicle Collision Report
Form, therefore, in the sectton o,f ttre form requesting the name of your
insurance cornpany enter Self'Certi&ate N03 (see Appendix 10.3).

KING COUNTY VEHICLE DRIV'ERS OPER.ATING MANUAL
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9.4 Respond:ing to an obse'rved

or discovered vehiele

accident scene
The public often perceives King County employees as publfc servants
with a duty and aufhority to assist in emergency situatiorKing County
ern:ployees.who are nat trained prrofessiorral responders are not ob"ligated to
provide medical care or assistancHowever, the county olErs ihe following
guidance for responding to a severe vehicle aocident
lf you observe or come upon ihe scene of a vehicle accident before
prof€ssional responders have arrived, aafl of these things are true:
T You belleve the accident may have resulted in serious in]ur.ies; and

I
i

You have a way to summon assistance; ,and,
You ean safely stop your vehicle out of harmb way;
Then follow these steps:

1,

Park your vehicle in a safe location, out of trats lanes if possible,

and turn on your ernergency ashers

2. Pause for a,few seconds and eyaluate the situation.
3. Call the accident in to 91 . Be pr:epared to give the dispatche. !ou:r
1

4.
5.

6.
7.
8.

L

Iocation and information about any apparent injur:ies
Useextreme caution if you choose to exit the vehlcldf a re'ective
vest is availabfe, use. it
Tell people at the scene that you have called for help
lf you can do so safely, alert oncoming tra& to the acciderEtay
out of traD lanes.
lf you can do so safely, turn oLthe ignition switch on vehicles
involved to reduce the risk of fie
Do not provide mst aid or CPR unless you have been properly
trained. lf the victim is conscious, ask if he or she wants assistance
before attempting to render aid lf the victim rejects an o&r of h,elp.
for any reason, do notidid him or hdrf you are trained and certiBd
in tut aid or CPR, you are authorized to use universal precautions
and provide aid to the level of your training
Do not move a victim unless there is some other danger, saoh
fie. Victims in the roadway can be proiected from traG by

positioning vehicles appropriately with their emergency ashers
turned on.

28
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tQ, [f yotr egn do,go*afaly, r.ernain at the e{,ene uftfil proTes.sion,al
respoirderserive *n'd take sontn$ive a:hrlef report te the
oreer i*ehar:se,axplfiifllns wh:o ]rou are end what ypu have
dor.la lf tfie o,t&erin eharge de,terrnirres your€ssi{Et#rrca Is no,
ldngur needed, ask if you ean be released fiorn ti-re scene
I1. 0grnnriurlliaate ycur involvement with yeur eupervisoyoci may.
M #slred tBoor.ttp$cte #h tnside.fil rupo*.
Your prirnary 6gno6tifw- lfi order; ,em:
Msnnislh,yourcw,* aafety
2. $'rfif.tmbfl aselitence

t.

9, Prgtect flre vf#firtl($) fmm frrr.iher injrrry
4. Communid6t6. wlth others to msnage tlie, s0ene, unt[1 :p.r,ofese$ena1
respondem dnlve

Th

nl<,you fur rwad*ng thie:rna'nuel,
a{ld rsmernber to driv.e safelyl
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Appendiees

10:.1 Week,ly fueland oil lcg
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Reimbursement.
Risk Management

.

.

Seat belts
Smoking

. . 14,19
. i, ii, 1,.26,27
, 5,.10.
.10,

Take-home vehicles

Towing.,.,,...i;

-

TraE! violations

Unattended fueling stations

34
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ii,.1 8,. 1.9,

1,1,

20, 7Q3, 27

4,5

.

15,. 16.
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For more information, phase eontact
Fleet Services Divisio n al 206-477-3880.
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KlngCounty
Fleet Services Division
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King County
Administrative Policies and Procedures

Executive Policies

King County
'l'itlc

Docurrlcnl Codc No,

INF l7-2-3 (AEP)
Public Records Act Procedures
Dcpannrcnl/lssuing Agcncy

llArott 22r2-oto

I)epartment of Executive Scrvices

1.0

SUIIJHC'I"I'ITLE: I\biic

Records Act Procedures.

1.1

EFFECTIVEDATE: APril 1,2010

L2

TYPE OF ACTION: Supersedes INIi i7-2-2 (AEP), Public l)isclosure l{eciuest
I{esponse Procedures, March l, 2007

2.0

pURPp-S!: King County is committed to open and transi:areui govertrtnent cousistent ivith the
requirements of the Washington State Public Records Act which plovides citizens with broad
r:ights of access to public records. This pcrlicy establishes and describes the Executive Branch's
procedures for resporiding to public records reqnests,

3.0

ORGAMZATIOISAEIEQTED: All

4.0

I{EFERENCI]S:

5.0

Executive Branch Depaltments.

4.1

Washingtori State Public Records Act: Ch. 42.56 RCW.

4.2

King County Code 2.12.

4.3

Public Records r\ct

-

Model RuLes: Ch' 44-14 WAC'

DEETN!]ON$:

5.1

"Departlrent" mcals an Exccutive Branch deparintettt, tlivisiott, section, ol office

,

"Execgtive{lran.cJr" n'reat)s the e;recutive bt'anclt as defined irt the couttty cltat'ter, but
excllciing the Departnient of Pubiic Safety, tlte Departnertl u.l'Asscssllleir.l,s attd dte l)cpaltritettt
of Eie ction.,;.

5.2

5.3

"Exempt" means that a law allorv,s or requires thc withliolding of a rccord, or
tiiereof, from disciosure.

a

pottion

Dcpartmcnt of Executive Scn,ices

Eifective Date: April

1, 2010

INF 17-2-3 (AEP)
Page 2

of6

5'4 "I(ing County lublic Itor:ords Ollficer'' is Llu pcrsuu rcslrurrsibic fur e"-tabiislring Public
llecords Act protocols lbr the Executive Branch and assisting Departmenrs with public records
l'equests and rcsponscs.

5'5

"Public l:ecorcl" lneans any writing containing information relating to the conduct of
goverutttent or tlie pertbrmallce of any goyelnmeittal or ploprie taly tiurction prepared, owned,
used, or retaine d by the Department regardless of physical ibr-m or characteristics. (See 5.1 i
for defiriition of writing.)

5.6

"Public records management sponsor" ('llanagcmcnt sponsor") mcans the
managemeut-level person(s) designated by a Departnrent to lend leadership support and
authority io the Department's public records officer(s).

5.7

"Ptrbliu Records lVlanual" refers to the "Public Records \,Ianual frr:: King County
Ernplo,vees," avaiiable on tlie I(ing County Iitiraiiei.

5.8

"Prtblic records officer" means the person(s) responsibie for processing public records

requests received by Depaflrnenls.

5.9

"Public Records Request Tracking System" ("Tracker") rcf'ers to the application that
catalogs all public records requests and the status of responses for the Executive Blarrch.

5.10

"Withholding index" is a list of records or porlions thereof that are respousive to
public recolds request and exempt from disclosure.

a

5,11 "Writittg" ruean$ harrdrvritirrg. typer,vriting, plinting, photostating, photoglapl,ing, and
every other neans of recordirrg any llrrtr ol colrununication or representatiurr inoluding, bttt not
linited to, ietters, rvords, picfures, sounds, or symbols, or combination thereof, arrd all papels,
Inaps, nlagnetic or paper tapes, pirotographic films and priuts, motion picture, film and video
recoldings, magnetic or punched cards, discs, drums, diskcttcs, sound rccordings, and othcr
documents inclucling existing riata compilarions fi'onr u,irich irrforrration nray lre obtairrccl or
translated.

6.0

POLICIES:

6.1

Depafitrrcnts shall makc available fbr inspection and copying all uonexenipt public
records in accordance with the Washington State Public Records Act.

6.2

Public records recluests are encouraged to be made in u,ritjng. Oral requests rvill be
will be pronrptly confirirred in writing to the letluestor.

acce.l)ted, and the substance

6.3 In the event that rcquested records contain information that ail'ects tlrird parties, the
public records officer may, before irroviding the records, give uotice to affected persons in
aocordatrce rvith ltCW 42.56.540. The ncltice shal1 include a copy of tlie request.
6.4

If a Depar:tment believes that a record or any part of a record is exerlpt from disclosur:e,
the public records officer sharlJ provide to the requestor a rvritten communication identifying the

Department of llxecutivc Set'viccs
El'l'ective Date: April l, 2010

rNF r 7-2-3 (AF.P)
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recorcl or portiori rvithheld, the specific exemption relied upon aud the authority fol the
exemption, and briefly explairring how the excmption applies to the record or portiort withheld,
including en<lugh information for a requestor to make a lhleshold detet'uriuation of whet]rer the
ciairn.ed exen:ption is proper:. If only portions of a record are exempt from disclo.sut:e, the
public records officer shall redact the exempt porLions and irrovide the nonexenrpt portions.
Tlie docurnentation described in this scction should be plesented in the lbnrr o1'a witlrholding

indcx.

6"5

A requestor rnay choose to have copies of records macle itrstead of inspecting them.
'I'lie
Cliarges lbr copies shall be made in accordauce r,vith llCW 42,56,Q70 and .120.
Depar:tmenr may require a deposit of up to tcn percent of the estimated costs of copying all the
records,

6,6

If tlie requestor chooses to inspect recolds belbre deciding whether to have copies
made, the Depaftment shall promptly provide space for inspection except when and to the
extent tirat it would cailse excessive inierfelence with oiher essential frurctions ol'unreasonably
clisrupt operations. A Department empJoyee wlll observe and clocttment the ittspectir:n. No
meurber of the public may remove a documettt frorn the viewing area ot: di.sassentble or alter
any document. The requestor may i11ii621. which records he or she wishes to have the
Depafim€nt copy.

6.7

When the tequest is for a latge number of recor:ds, the public lecords olllicer shail
provide access for inspection and copying in installments, if the public tecot'ds officer
rcasonably dctermines tliat it would be practical to provide the records in ihat way.

6.8

If, within thirty days afler notiflcation that records ar:e available for inspectiott or
copying, the requestor fails to inspect the entire set of records ol'one or more of the
instaliments, as app)icable, tlie public recolds offjcer shall stop searcltitlg for any remaitting
records and close tlre rcquest, The requcstor shall be notificd irr writing of this action.

6.9

If a Departrnent becomes aware after infbrnring the lequestor that all responsive

records
request,
it slrall
existed
at
the
time
of
the
records
have been provided that additional resportsive
provide
them
on
an
expedited
records
and
pronlptly inform thc requestor of the additional
basis.

l0 l)epartments are prohibited by statute fi"om disclosing lists of individuals fbr
commercial purposes.
6.

1

Departrnpnts may not distinp,uish amorlg pel"solls reque.sting records, and persons
reqlesting records shall not be recluired to provide infbmtatiou as to the pul?ose <lf the request
unless necessaty to cletermine r,vhether an exerfiption applies ot'ivhethcr a list oIirrtiividuirls is
being requested for commercial pLlrposes.

6,I

I
!

I

6,12 Any perso;r who objects to the initial denial or partial denial of a public records request
may perition in rvriting to the public rec,ords officer fbl a revjew of the deci.sion. The petition
shall include a copy of or rcasonably iderrtify the written statertrent lly the public records oflicer
denying the request.

I)epartrnent. of Executive Servi ces
Effective Date: April 1, 2010
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PItOCjEDTJIIES:

By:

Action

Department Public Records Ottcers

Action:

7,1

lleceive request fir'r pubiic rec.ords. If request is orai, provide rvritten confirmalion to

roquestor.

7,2 Dato statnp the request. Log the recluest into Tracker, includiirg date of receipt. the
spccitic records requested, detailed ntrte.s about each corru:ruuicatiou witir Lhc r:erluestor, and
date closed.

7.'3

Within

1-tve

business days of receipt of the request, do one or more of the follorving:

(A) Make tire records available for inspection and copying;
(B) If copies are rcquested and paynrelrt of

a deposit fol the copie-s,
tenns ofpayrrgnt are agreed upon, send the copiss lo the requestor;

if any, is made or'

(C) Provide to the requestor a reasonable estimate of when records rvill be available;
(D) lf the reque.st is unclear or does not sufficiently irientify the reclrrestecl recolds,
rcqucst clarification fi'om tltc rcquestor. The ciarificatit'rn nray be reque.sted and
prr.rvideci by telephone, in rlrhich case maks a gn'itten record of the clari{icntion if the
requestor fails to clarify the lequcst, no I'esponse is necessary; or
(E) Deny the request, notify the requestor of the denial, and provide a rvritten staternent
ofthe specific reasons for the denial.
7

.4

If applicable, provide notice to third parties whosc riglits may be affccted by the

disclclsr-u:e.

.5

1
If a request is from a labor union representing King County entployees, revierv thc
request with the Labol Relations Section of the Huuratr Resoulces l)ivision.

7.6

If a r:equest is fiorn

a media representativc, review the request

witir the l)epartment's

publrc intbr rlation olticer.

7.7
7,8
the

Identify and collect responsive records, and document steps taken

tdentily exetnptions, if any, and redact or withhold exernpt documents. Consult rvith
King County Public l{ecords Officer and/or tlre Proseclting Attorney's Office as needed
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,9

7
Prepare withholding index, if applicabie. A withholding index inciudes a description
the spccific record; the date of the record; thc author; tbe subject; to whom the record is
acldressecl and cr:'d; the nunrber of pages, the statutory exemption being applied; and a brief
explanation of how the exemption applies to the record. 'l'he recommended fonnat fbr a
rvithholding index is available in the Public Records Manual.

7.10 If the lequestor rvishes to receive copies rvithout

of

prior inspcctiott, ruake an'angctrellts

for paymetrt and provide copies.

.1I

If the requestor seeks inspection, an'ange for inspection at a time urutually agreed upon
b), ilrc tequestor and the Department. I)esignatc an employee to observe and docrtntent the
7

inspection.

7,12

After inspection is complete, make requested copies or arrange for copying. Large
copying rcqucsts can bc cotnpleted by an outside copying vendor,

7

,13

Notitjr the requestor tliat the request is closed rvhen:
(A) All responsive recolds havc been produced and, if apl:licable, a rvithlroldilg index
has been provided, or

(B) A requestol has not, within 30 days of notification that records are available for
inspection or copying, inspected or requested copies ofthe records; or
(C) A requestor has not, rvithin 30 days ol notificarion that copies have been:r:ade,
clairned and paid for copies; or

(D) A requestor has not, withip 30 clays of a reque st for clarification, providcd
clarillcatiou.
7

.14

Alert managemerlt sponsor

ancl

King County llublic Ilecords Ofticer of auy petrtions ol'

denials or partial denials,

B.o

BISTANSIBiLITIE$

8.1

A11

8.2

All Departflreuts are responsible for.

Executive Brauch Departments

will follou,

tire procedures oriilined in thjs policy

(A) Designating one or lnore public records officers
(B) Designatiug a managetrrcnt sponsor'
(C) Establishing protocols fol processing public records requests in tlie ahsence of the
designated public records o1fi cer(s),

(D) Iir:suring that pLrblic records officer(s) attetrd King County public records training.

Department of Flxecutive Services

INF 17-2-3 (AEP)

Eflbctive Date; April 1, 2010

Page 6

of6

(E) Alertiug ihe King County Public Records Oflicer oi'public records r-equests whiclr
are unusually large or thai affect mor.e thau one Departmcnt.

8.3

The management sponsor is responsible for':

(A) Assisting in identifying sources of responsive records and facilitating thorougir
collection ofrecords.
(B) Assisting in planning, rnanaging and leviewing conrpletion of large reqlrests.
(C) Providing guidance regalding notice to third parties, as ncecied.

(D) Ensuring tbat ttre Department's public recorcls offrcer(s) are appropriately tlair:ed
and fu lfi lling ttreir respons:brhhes.

8.4

The King Connty Public Records Officer is responsible for:

(A) Providing instructions to Departments on the Public Records Act and the
plocedures described in this policy.
(B) A.ssisting Executive Branch Departments witir public r-ecords requests rvhich are
unusually large or that affect more than one Department.
(C) Developing and ploviding training for publio records officers.

(D) Developing and tttaiutairrilg l'esuurces lirr public rcuurds officers, such as tlre
Public Reoords Manual.
9.0

APPENDIEES:
None

