King County Board of Health

Injury Prevention Committee

Committee Progress Report - June 19, 2008 

Summary:  
The Injury Prevention Committee was appointed by the Board of Health to focus on pedestrian safety and identify key elements in pedestrian master plans.  The committee will develop a pedestrian safety guidance template for communities to use, as well as recommendations for advocacy and public awareness.  The committee will bring the guidance template and recommendations to the Board of Health for approval.
Committee Member Selection:  
The committee members were selected to include geographic representation and a variety of expertise in pedestrian safety. The committee consists of three Boardmembers: Nick Licata, chair, Boardmember von Reichbauer, and Boardmember Hutchinson, as well as members from academia, the federal government, a local community organization, and Public Health.
Committee Progress:

The committee held its first meeting on May 15th, 2008.  The committee discussed their scope of work, and agreed upon the following deliverables: a pedestrian safety guidance template for communities, identification of best and promising practices, and recommendations for data collection improvement and advocacy.  The committee also discussed their agenda for the next meeting.
Future Meeting Plans:

The committee’s second meeting agenda will include a review of pedestrian master plans (the state’s and Seattle’s), a discussion with the Washington Dept. of Transportation and Seattle DOT regarding the committee’s proposed pedestrian safety guidance template, and a review of pedestrian injury/death data.
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 King County Board of Health
Injury Prevention Committee

 Proposed Name:  Injury Prevention Committee with a focus on pedestrian safety
Proposed Scope of Work:

The committee will identify key elements to include in pedestrian master plans.  The committee will bring the key elements to the BOH for endorsement; the committee will also develop a BOH advocacy plan to work with communities in adopting pedestrian master plans that include those elements.
Addressing Health Disparities:

The committee will choose elements of a pedestrian master plan for the BOH to support that will also impact health disparities.  

Deliverables:

· Key elements of a model pedestrian safety plan 
· Advocacy plan

· Reports to the BOH on expected outcomes and measures of success

Expected Outcomes and Measures of Success:

· Timely implementation of the committee work plan
· Increased understanding of pedestrian fatalities and injuries in the County

· Identification of effective, evidence-based elements to include in a model plan
· Outreach to local cities and communities and adoption by them of key elements in their pedestrian master plans or other policy documents

Proposed Timeline/Schedule:

The Committee will present its final recommendations on key elements for Board action prior to September 2008, with advocacy to follow thereafter.

Proposed Staff: Tony Gomez



King County Board of Health
Pedestrian Safety Committee

Meeting Minutes

	MAY 15, 2008
	1:30 – 3:00 PM
	soutwest conference room

	Members Present
	Nick Licata (Chair), Dave Hutchinson, Anne Vernez-Moudon, John Moffat, Gary Johnson

	Members Absent
	Pete von Reichbauer, Rebecca Deehr

	staff
	Tony Gomez, Helen Chatalas, Mary Snodgrass

	attendees
	Jerry DeGrieck

	Agenda Topics

	discussion
	
	

	Introduction

Committee Chair Nick Licata welcomed the committee and asked everyone to introduce themselves.

Committee overview

Chair Licata presented an overview of the committee’s proposed scope of work and timeline.  The group discussed the Board of Health’s role in pedestrian safety and noted that City of Seattle and the Washington State bicycle and pedestrian master plan processes are currently underway.  

Committee Member Gary Johnson emphasized the need for a committee deliverable that is flexible for different communities.  Chair Licata stated that instead of a plan, the committee could deliver pedestrian safety best- and promising-practices for injury prevention.  He suggested a template identifying various elements of pedestrian safety that communities should address.  

The committee discussed a document that would allow communities to develop a plan that works for them.  The committee agreed upon a “Guidance Template” that would provide a menu of best- and promising-practice options for communities, including practices from outside King County. 

Review of pedestrian safety information
Mr. Gomez presented an overview of pedestrian safety data.  He explained that persons of color represented approximately 40% of pedestrian deaths, and there are higher pedestrian fatality rates among seniors in one King County study.  Mr. Gomez suggested that the committee could assess county-wide systems and recommend improvements for pedestrian safety, such as transit services and how they interact with pedestrians, data systems and tracking, or a Seattle-King County coalition dedicated to pedestrian safety.

The committee discussed pedestrian safety as a public health issue – due to the injuries and deaths that occur – as well as improving pedestrian facilities (sidewalks and paths).  It was stated that the committee should consider actions that are practical and have immediate benefits.

The committee discussed alcohol, speed and other behavior’s as factors in many pedestrian fatalities.

Committee Member Dr. Anne Vernez-Moudon stated that data are available on county locations that experience the highest number of collisions.  She explained that these locations are often main roads with a high concentration of pedestrians and have been engineered as much as possible, yet still experience collisions.  She suggested that instead of general recommendations to reduce collisions, the committee should be more focused – perhaps on recommendations to eliminate fatal collisions.

Chair Licata clarified that the committee could identify high collision/impact areas in King County and assess causal conditions and possible solutions.  It was suggested that perhaps locations could be identified by severity of injury and frequency of collision.

Mr. DeGrieck noted that jurisdictions are likely already aware of these locations, and inquired about the added value of the committee identifying them.  Chair Licata responded that it would be educational to the Board of Health and the general public.

Committee Member Dave Hutchinson inquired as to whether other behavioral data were collected in accident reports.  Mr. Gomez and others explained that information on drunk driving is available, as well as whether the car was driving straight or turning.  Information on the driver’s speed or cell phone use is not collected.

Chair Licata stated that the committee could recommend behavioral data collection beyond DUI’s.  Dr. Vernez-Moudon noted that data collection occurs at the local level and is not standard.  Mr. DeGrieck suggested that the committee could provide recommendations on data collection and highlight those that would be helpful to policymakers.  

Mr. Moffat stated that the committee could create awareness of the problems, such as driver and pedestrian behaviors that expose each other to risk.  He acknowledged that resources are constrained and suggested recommendations for improvements that could be accomplished within existing resources.  Chair Licata asked Mr. Moffat to work with Helen Chatalas to identify tours that would be useful for the committee.

next meeting
Chair Licata stated that the frequency of the committee meetings should be driven by agendas.  He suggested meeting again in 2-4 weeks.  The committee’s timeline will be discussed at the next meeting. 

Mr. Gomez suggested that Committee Member Rebecca Deehr could present information at the next meeting regarding other cities’ pedestrian safety plans and activities.  Mr. Moffat added that the Pro-Bike Pro-Walk event will be held in Seattle on September 5th, 2008.  Chair Licata requested this information for the next meeting.

Mr. Gomez also indicated that he had spoken with both the Seattle Dept. of Transportation and the Washington State Department of Transportation (WDOT) regarding their master planning efforts.  Both entities have indicated a willingness to share information as to where those plans were at in regards to safety and as those plans developed, much of the information could inform the BOH Guidance Template.  

Dr. Vernez-Moudan noted that the person at WDOT could help with data presentation and the State Plan update but in terms of data because there are liability and other concerns this would have to be discussed. 

 Chair Licata requested that Mr. Gomez assemble a draft of the Guidance Template for safety items and send it to the committee for review.

Chair Licata summarized the next meeting’s agenda: 

1. Invite Washington Dept. of Transportation and Seattle DOT for Q & A Session on Guidance Template  

2. Data for Analysis

3. Pedestrian Master Plans – State and Seattle 

4. Updated Committee Deliverables (from Proposed Scope of Work)

wrap-up and adjourn

Chair Licata outlined the committee’s deliverables (updated from the proposed scope of work):

· Guidance Template

· Review pedestrian master plans in King County and elsewhere that are under development.  Identify topic areas and ideas that are included in high quality plans.

· Best- and Promising-Practices

· Potential System Improvements

· Data Systems

· Look at current data

· Social Systems

· Advocacy – education/public awareness

Chair Licata adjourned the meeting at 3:00 p.m.

	Action items
	Person responsible
	Deadline

	Draft guidance template

Updated committee deliverables

Bring data to the next meeting; Work with Helen Chatalas around any legal issues 

Bring Pro-Bike Pro-Walk event information to the next meeting; Work with Helen Chatalas to identify tours for the committee

Bring information to a meeting regarding other cities’ pedestrian plans and activities


	Tony Gomez

Helen Chatalas 

Dr. Vernez-Moudon

John Moffat

Rebecca Deehr


	Before 6/12/08

Before 6/12/08

6/12/08

6/12/08

None Given




