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On March 27, 2007 the GMNR Committee amended proposed ordinance 2007-0131 to correct Fred Habenicht’s middle initial.  The original draft of the ordinance contained the initial G, when it was actually V.
SUBJECT 
 An ordinance renaming the Maple Valley Trailhead in honor of Fred Habenicht.
SUMMARY
Proposed Ordinance 2007-0131 would rename the Maple Valley Trailhead, located at Witte Road SE and SE 221st Street in honor of Fred Habenicht.
Fred Habenicht was born on July 16, 1930 in Ravensdale, Washington.  He graduated from TaHoMa High School in 1948 and the University of Washington in 1951.  Fred Habenicht spent his youth fishing and exploring the Cedar River and as an adult he bought a home on the river.

Mr. Habenicht dedicated himself to improving the Cedar River habitat as an active member of the Steelhead Trout Club, twice earning the Ken McLeod Inspirational Award in recognition of his conservation efforts.  Between 1970 and 1971 he led a campaign to prevent the development of a private campground on 65 acres of property along the Cedar River, paving the way for the subsequent purchase and preservation of the property by the King County Parks Department.

Mr. Habenicht was an active member of the Maple Valley Rotary Club and spearheaded the clean-up of the Cedar River between 1996 and 1998, resulting in the removal of five tons of litter and garbage.  Mr. Habenicht also coordinated with the King County Parks Department to establish a park located next to the Cedar River known as the Maple Valley Trailhead.

Fred Habenicht passed away on June 19, 2006.  In memory of his stewardship of the Cedar River, the Maple Valley Rotary Club continues to work in partnership with King County Parks on the Maple Valley Trailhead.  
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