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Section 270 Regional Committees.

270.10 Regional Committees.

Three regional committees shall be established by ordinance to develop, recommend and review
regional policies and plans for consideration by the metropolitan county council: one for transit, one for
water quality and one for other regional policies and plans. (Ord. 10530 § 1, 1992).

270.20 Composition of regional committees.

Each regional committee shall consist of twelve voting members. Six members shall be
metropolitan county councilmembers appointed by the chair of the council, and shall include
councilmembers from districts with unincorporated residents. The remaining six members of each
committee except the water quality committee shall be local elected city officials appointed from and in
proportion to the relative populations of: (i) the city with the largest population in the county and (ii) the other
cities and towns in the county. Committee members from the city with the largest population in the county
shall be appointed by the legislative authority of that city. Committee members from the other cities and
towns in the county shall be appointed in a manner agreed to by and among those cities and towns
representing a majority of the populations of such cities and towns, provided, however, that such cities and
towns may appoint two representatives for each allocated committee membership, each with fractional (1/2)
voting rights.

The special purpose districts providing sewer service in the county shall appoint two members to
" serve on the water quality committee in @ manner agreed to by districts representing a majority of the
population within the county served by such districts. The remaining four local government members of the
water quality committee shall be appointed in the manner set forth above for other regional committees.
Allocation of membership of each committee’s members who are city and town representatives shall be
adjusted January 1 of each even-numbered year beginning in 1996 based upon current census information
or, if more recent, official state office of financial management population statistics.

In the event any areas are annexed pursuant to powers granted to metropolitan municipal
corporations under state law, the populations of any cities and towns in such annexed areas shall be
considered as if they were within the county for purposes in this section with regard to regional committee
participation on policies and plans which would be effective in such annexed areas. (Ord. 10530 § 1, 1992).
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270.30 Powers and Duties.

Each regional committee shall develop, review and recommend ordinances and motions adopting,
repealing, or amending county-wide policies and plans relating to the subject matter area for which a
regional committee has been established. The regional policies committee may, by majority vote, request
that the county council assign to the committee proposed policies and plans concerning other regional
issues including but not limited to public health, human services, regional services financial policies, criminal
justice and jails, and regional facilities siting.

The metropolitan county council shall assign each such proposed ordinance or motion to a regional
committee for review. When a proposed policy or plan is referred to a regional committee for review, a time
limit for such review shall be one hundred twenty days or such other time as is jointly established by the
metropolitan county council and the committee, which shall be confirmed in the form of a motion by the
metropolitan county council. If the committee fails to act upon the proposed policy or plan within the
established time limit, the metropolitan county council may adopt the proposed policy or plan upon six -
affirmative votes. The committee may request, by motion to the county council, additional time for review.

A proposed policy or plan recommended by a regional committee may be adopted, without
amendment, by the metropolitan county council by five affirmative votes. If the metropolitan county council
votes prior to final passage thereof fo amend a proposed policy or plan that has been reviewed or
recommended by a regional committee, the proposed policy or plan, as amended, shall be referred back to
the appropriate committee for further review and recommendation. The committee may concur in, dissent
from, or recommend additional amendments to the policy or plan. After the regional committee has had the
opportunity to review all metropolitan county council amendments, final action to adopt any proposed policy
or plan which differs from the committee recommendation shall require six affirmative votes of the
metropolitan county council.

The council shall not caII a special election to authorize the performance of an additional
metropolitan municipal function under state law unless such additional function is recommended by a
regional policy committee, notwithstanding the provisions of Section 230.50.10 of this charter. Such
recommendation shall require an affirmative vote of at least two-thirds of the membership of each of. (1)
metropolitan councilmembers of the committee; (2) members from the city with the largest population in the
county; and (3) other city or town members of the committee. Nothing in this section. prohibits the
metropolitan county council from calling a special election on the authorization of the performance of one or
more additional metropolitan functions after receiving a valid resolution adopted by city councils as permitted -
by RCW 35.58.100(1)(a) and RCW 35.58.100(1)(b), or a duly certified petition as permitted by RCW
35.58.100(2). (Ord. 14767 § 1, 2004: Ord. 10530 § 1, 1992).

270.40 Invalidity-Development of Proposed Amendment.

If any provision of section 270 of this charter is declared invalid, the metropolitan county council
shall initiate a process with representatives of cities and towns within the county to develop a proposed
charter amendment providing for effective city, town, and unincorporated area participation in regional
decisions. (Ord. 10530 § 1, 1992).
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