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SUBJECT

The proposed motion would direct the executive to conduct further outreach and engagement with local governments and other stakeholders on the topic of communitywide greenhouse gas emissions, and would also direct the executive to develop a toolkit for local governments to use in their own climate action planning processes.

SUMMARY

According to the executive's 2017 Strategic Climate Action Plan Biennial Report, King County is off target for achieving its communitywide emissions reduction goals. In a 2019 report to the Council, executive staff stated that although per-person emissions had decreased by eleven percent between 2007 and 2017, overall emissions had only decreased 1.2 percent in the same time period. The executive cited population growth (16.4 percent growth during the decade) and commercial development as the biggest factors contributing to the lack of progress toward reduction goals.

This motion would request the executive to expand efforts to meet the established goals by further engaging with local governments and other partners, and by developing a climate action planning toolkit to be used by local governments. A motion approving the toolkit, a summary of recommendations, a report detailing the outreach and engagement process, feedback received, and a plan to distribute and promote the toolkit's use, would be due to Council by July 31, 2020.


BACKGROUND 

On February 27, 2012, the King County Council adopted Ordinance 17270 requiring development the 2012 Strategic Climate Action Plan and adding King County Code (KCC) section 18.25. KCC 18.25 requires the SCAP to include:

· Identification of goals, strategies, measures, targets and priority actions for county services and operations to reduce greenhouse gas emissions consistent with the countywide goal of twenty-five percent by 2020, fifty percent by 2030 and eighty percent by 2050, compared to a 2007 baseline.
· Include performance measures and related targets for both operational emissions and implementation of priority strategies that advance the strategic climate action plan. 
· Identify opportunities for partnerships with cities. 
· Identify community-level actions the county can implement to reduce climate pollution and prepare for the impacts of climate change. 

The SCAP is also required by county code to address five goal areas for reducing greenhouse gas emissions:[footnoteRef:1] [1:  K.C.C. 18.25.010.A.1.a] 

· Transportation and land use
· Building and facilities energy
· Green building
· Consumption and materials management
· Forestry and agriculture

The initial 2012 SCAP was updated in 2015[footnoteRef:2] and is required by county code to be updated and adopted by the King County Council at least every five years.[footnoteRef:3] The executive is currently in the process of developing the 2020 update. [2:  Motion 14349]  [3:  K.C.C. 18.25.010.A.2] 


In 2012, the Council passed an ordinance authorizing the executive to enter into an interlocal agreement with cities, formalizing the King County-Cities Climate Collaboration ("K4C"). The K4C initially included King County and the cities of Issaquah, Kirkland, Mercer Island, Redmond, Renton, Seattle, Shoreline, Snoqualmie, and Tukwila. Membership has expanded to sixteen cities and the Port of Seattle over the years, and K4C partners now represent over 80 percent of King County's population.

K4C's purpose, as defined in the ILA, includes work in the following areas:

· Outreach: Develop, refine, and utilize messaging and tools for climate change outreach to engage decision makers, other cities, and the general public. 
· Coordination: Collaborate on adopting consistent standards, benchmarks, strategies, and overall goals related to responding to climate change.
· Solutions: Share local success stories, challenges, data and products that support and enhance climate mitigation efforts by all partners.
· Funding and resources: Collaborate to secure grant funding and other shared resource opportunities to support climate related projects and programs.

In 2016, K4C partners issued a letter of commitment that detailed the group's principals for collaboration and joint city-county climate commitments. These commitments included strategies to reduce emissions in the five goal areas mentioned in county code, as well as commitments around government operations and collaboration. 

According to the executive's 2017 Strategic Climate Action Plan Biennial Report, King County is off-target for achieving its communitywide emissions reduction goals. In a 2019 report to the Council, executive staff stated that although per-person emissions had decreased by eleven percent between 2007 and 2017, overall emissions had only decreased 1.2 percent in the same time period. The executive cited population growth (16.4 percent growth during the decade) and commercial development as the biggest factors contributing to the lack of progress toward reduction goals.[footnoteRef:4]   [4:  2019-B0148] 


ANALYSIS

The proposed motion calls on the executive to "greatly expand" efforts to accelerate the reduction of greenhouse gas emissions in order to meet the reduction targets established through the SCAP.

Specifically, the ordinance asks the executive to:

· Partner with local governments and expand partnerships with nongovernmental stakeholders to provide resources and build capacity to implement climate initiatives and reduce emissions communitywide. The ordinance calls out the joint city-county commitments as especially important initiatives to work on.
· Develop a consistent and uniform system for tracking and reporting progress by local governments within King County towards emissions reduction targets. 
· Identify funding sources to support the above work.

Additionally, the ordinance calls on the executive to engage a consultant in order to create a climate action toolkit for use by local governments and other partners. The toolkit would contain recommended actions and best practices to support local governments in developing and implementing climate action plans. Specifically, the toolkit would include:

· Recommended approaches and tools for governments and other organizations to use to calculate a baseline of communitywide emissions within their jurisdiction.
· Recommended actions for reducing emissions in each of the five goal areas listed in the joint city-county climate commitments, as well as water and energy utilities operations. These actions would be weighted based on their relative potential for emissions reduction.
· Discussion of the co-benefits associated with the actions.
· Discussion of policy actions and funding sources that could be used to implement the actions.
· Best practices for setting goals and targets, publicly reporting progress, and advancing climate justice and equity.

The motion requests that the executive and consultant collaborate with local jurisdictions and tribes in the development of the toolkit, and also engage with and incorporate input from local businesses, unions, utilities, nongovernmental stakeholders, and the community when developing the toolkit. The motion names specific community groups that the executive should consider working with. Inclusion of these or other groups in the motion language is a policy choice. The motion also requests that the executive engage with King County Council central staff and interested councilmembers throughout development of the toolkit. 

The consultant's final work would also include a plan to distribute and promote the toolkit's use by local governments, nongovernmental stakeholders, advocates and the community as a resource in decision-making and the implementation of local climate action plans.  

The motion would request that, no later than July 31, 2020, the executive transmit a motion approving the climate action plan toolkit, a summary of recommendations, a report detailing the outreach and engagement process, feedback received, and the plan to distribute and promote the toolkit's use.  

Finally, the motion would ask that the executive conduct a preliminary review of the toolkit's adoption by local jurisdictions within two years of the toolkit's issuance, review and update the toolkit periodically thereafter, and publish a report every two years with emissions reduction data from local governments across King County. 

The executive has stated that implementation of this work would require an additional appropriation of roughly $85,000. This appropriation has been proposed as part of the 2019 second omnibus (2019-0400). 

INVITED

· Megan Smith, Director of Climate and Energy Initiatives, King County Executive 
· Matt Kuharic, Climate Change Program Coordinator, Department of Natural Resources & Parks
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