Volume of Appeals
Board of Equalization
Between 1996 and 2000, the number of appeals filed to the Board of Equalization ranged from 4,518 to 5,801 annually, with an average volume of just over 5,000 per year during this five year period.  The Board then experienced a three year spike in the number of appeals:

Year


# of Appeals
2001 6,930

2002 8,002

2003 7,992

This represented a 40 to 60 percent increase in appeal volume.  To further complicate the problem, due to a backlog in resolving the 5,801 appeals filed in 2000, the Board was not able to begin hearing the 2001 assessment year appeals until mid-April of 2002.  Faced with resolving this backlog—identified by the Council as the Board’s No. 1 priority—and the increased volume of appeals, in September of 2002 the Board increased the number of cases scheduled each day from 14 to 21.  The number of cases scheduled each day was again increased in January 2003 to 24 cases three days a week and 32 cases one day a week.  Though this more aggressive scheduling, the Board has been able to decrease the backlog of appeals by six months over the past three years.  By mid October of this year, the Board had completed hearing and resolving virtually all the 2004 assessment year (the basis for taxes payable in 2005) appeals.  This accomplishment—a significant reduction in the appeals backlog despite the increased appeal volume—gives testimony to the Members’ commitment and hard work on behalf of the citizens of King County.

