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SUBJECT:  A motion expressing support for the Spirit of Washington Dinner Train.  
SUMMARY: This legislation is intended to highlight the importance of the Spirit of Washington Dinner Train and urge the Council to consider the economic importance of the Dinner Train when deciding further uses of the Burlington Northern Santa Fe Rail line.   
BACKGROUND: The Spirit of Washington Dinner Train began operating in 1988, using a set of antique rail cars leased from the Canadian Historical Society as part of the Ellensburg Rodeo celebration.  The Dinner Train began to gather additional historic rail cars for its service and moved to Renton in 1992, where it began using track owned by the Burlington Northern Santa Fe (BNSF) line between Renton and Woodinville along the east side of Lake Washington.  
The track used by the Dinner Train is owned by BNSF as part of a 47-mile rail line within King County that travels through the cities of Renton, Newcastle, Bellevue, Kirkland, Redmond and Woodinville.  The line is used to operate freight service six days a week.  Points of interest along the Dinner Train route include: the Boeing Plant in Renton, views from the shores of Lake Washington, traveling across the Wilburton Trestle (the longest wooden trestle in the northwest), and the Columbia Winery in Woodinville - where the Dinner Train has a stopover.  
BNSF has recently made clear its intent to sell the 47-mile rail corridor to either public or private entities.  The County has historically secured federal funding to assist with corridor preservation and has made a commitment to pursue federal funding for the potential acquisition of significant segments of the BNSF corridor.  The County will be coordinating this activity with the Puget Sound Regional Council and other entities.  
Agreement between King County and BNSF: On July 11, the Council approved Ordinance 15233 authorizing the BNSF Rail Line acquisition project for the preservation of transportation right-of-way in eastside King County cities.  This legislation authorized the appropriation of $3.8 million for the project.  $3.5 million of the appropriation will serve as a deposit toward the costs of land and property interests, and is mostly refundable if a transaction does not occur.  This agreement does not determine the fate of the corridor but rather to secure the chance for the public to determine what the ultimate uses should be.  
BNSF intends to enter into negotiations with King County to convey its interests in the rail line to the County, through the federal Rail Banking program, offering the County an opportunity to retain the corridor for potential recreation and transportation uses.  Rail Banking would allow the corridor to be used for rail and trail purposes.  

Ordinance 15233 includes language recognizing the economic importance of existing commercial rail use along the line including the Spirit of Washington Dinner Train, the Boeing Company, Weyerhaeuser and other parties.  The ordinance states that the county will work to ensure that future uses of the corridor best serve the public interest, recognizing these economic benefits, among other factors, and commits that no decision about the final use or design of the corridor will be made without a full and thorough public process that provides an opportunity for involvement by citizens, communities, cities, current BNSF customers and other stakeholders.  

Furthermore, through approval of Ordinance 15233, the Council intends that the effort being funded by this appropriation will include the following:

· An analysis of impacted, private sector business enterprises along the rail corridor who use it now and who plan to use it in the future;

· An analysis of the fiscal, management and legal issues of subcontracting rail management to a private company;

· Estimates of the cost of repairs that would be necessary to maintain the rail line as a working freight corridor;

· An appraisal of the property that includes an analysis of existing conditions and use; and

· A legal analysis of the federal rail banking provisions and potential use for rails and trails.

According to Ordinance 15233, there is a forthcoming recommendation from the PSRC’s Executive Board and input from the oversight committee established by the PSRC and input from the Ad Hoc BNSF Eastside Corridor Advisory Committee that will be reviewed by the Council prior to establishing or altering the specific use or uses of the corridor.  
INVITED: 
Eric Temple, Spirit of Washington Dinner Train
Rod Brandon, King County Executive’s Office 
King Cushman, Puget Sound Regional Council 

ATTACHMENTS:
1.  Proposed Motion 2005-0363

