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The Honorable Larry Phillips







June 1, 2005
Chair, King County Council

Room 1200

C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember Phillips:

Enclosed for Council consideration and adoption is a proposed ordinance authorizing an interlocal agreement between King County and the City of Federal Way.  This agreement facilitates the transition of local service responsibility with respect to three relatively small island territories annexed by the City of Federal Way effective January 1, 2005.  The areas annexed are known as Redondo East, North Lake, and Southwest Parkway.  Earlier this year, the Council approved Ordinance 15120 which authorized execution of a companion interlocal agreement related to this same annexation:  that agreement provided for the transition of land use permitting authority between the City and the Department of Development and Environmental Services (DDES) in these annexed areas.  The transmittal letter for Ordinance 15120 referenced the then ongoing negotiations of this second interlocal agreement that is today transmitted for your action. 
Please note that this Federal Way annexation action covers three islands of territory which are too small to meet the criteria for use of annexation initiative funds as established by Council Motion 12018.  The proposed interlocal agreement therefore provides for no transfer of funds to the City of Federal Way. 
In anticipation of the many larger annexations that the County has committed to support through the Annexation Initiative, the proposed interlocal agreement represents an important procedural step forward in working with annexing cities.  Historically, cities have had to negotiate numerous agreements with a series of County departments in order to fully address annexation transitions.  Rather than continue to impose that onerous process on cities, this agreement provides a new model through which the Office of Management and Budget, which is lead agency for the Annexation Initiative, will coordinate will all the impacted County agencies and departments to develop a single agreement between the County and the City.  The shortness of time between the annexation election and the effective date of the annexation, as well as the need to be able to issue timely land use permits did not allow for the merger of the earlier DDES City agreement into the attached agreement, but in the future we would hope that the permitting and land use issues addressed in a single agreement with all other issues.  In sum, the attached agreement is a model that Council will see more of in the future as annexations continue.
The agreement transmitted today is consistent with Council annexation policy expressed in Motion 12018 in that it provides for the “as is” conveyance of all local County facilities to the City of Federal Way, specifically, a small number of local surface water management facilities and easements.  Standard indemnification provisions are included with respect to these transfers.  There is no park or other service facilities in the annexed areas.  County roads in the annexed territories transferred to the City automatically as a matter of state law upon the effective date of the annexation.  The agreement further prescribes:

· how public records associated with the facilities in the area will be transferred to the City;
· that the County will collect surface water management fees on behalf of the City in the newly annexed areas consistent with long-standing contractual arrangement; 

· confirms the transition from the County to the City with regard to responsibility for misdemeanant prisoner costs; 

· confirms the transition from the County to the City of police service responsibility, in accordance with a transition plan developed in December 2004 between the Sheriff’s Office and the City. 
I ask for your support of this agreement.  Executive staff is working with the City to examine ways in which the annexation of the City’s remaining larger PAA may be accelerated. 

If you have any questions or concerns, please contact Michael Thomas, Senior Budget Analyst, Office of Management and Budget at 206-205-0720. 
Sincerely,

Ron Sims

King County Executive

Enclosures

cc:
King County Councilmembers



ATTN:
  Scott White, Chief of Staff




  Shelley Sutton, Policy Staff Director




  Anne Noris, Clerk of the Council

Bob Cowan, Director, Office of Management and Budget (OMB)
Elissa Benson, Supervisor, Annexation Initiative, OMB

Michael Thomas, Senior Policy Analyst OMB

Pete Ramels, Sr. Prosecuting Attorney, Prosecuting Attorneys Office

The Honorable Sue Rahr, King County Sheriff
Harold Taniguchi, Director, Department of Transportation (DOT)
Linda Dougherty, Roads Division Manager, DOT

Pam Bissonnette, Director, Department of Natural Resources and Parks (DNRP)
Mark Isaacson, Acting Division Director, Surface Water Management, DNRP

Stephanie Warden, Director, Department of Development and Environmental Services
