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METROPOLITAN KING COUNTY COUNCIL

NATURAL RESOURCES, PARKS & OPEN SPACE COMMITTEE

STAFF REPORT

	AGENDA ITEM:
	7
	DATE:
	September 16, 2004

	PROPOSED NO.:
	2004-0402
	PREPARED BY:
	Marilyn Cope


SUBJECT:
Proposed Ordinance 2004-0402 would allow King County to enter an interlocal cooperation agreement with the City of Seattle regarding Salmon Bay.
BACKGROUND:

Conservation Futures Tax (CFT) funds are collected county-wide as a dedicated portion of the property tax and are, by state law, available only for the acquisition of open space and resource lands.  To qualify for CFT funding the project is to demonstrate regional visibility, use, ecological, cultural, historical or other natural resource significance.  Some of the specific criteria applicable to Proposed Ordinance 2004-0402 as listed in King County Code 26.12.025 are salmon habitat and aquatic resources, scenic resources, urban passive use natural area, education/interpretive opportunities, partnerships, stewardships and maintenance.
King County Code 26.12.10 establishes a process for the annual approval of CFT projects and funding as recommended by the Conservation Futures Citizen Oversight Committee.  The council’s role is to review and approve these recommendations though the council reserves the right to amend the recommendations.  In past years the council has also initiated project approvals and funding authority in the budget process.
While Budget approval authorizes the use of the CFT funding for the specified purpose, the actual transfer of funds requires that the existing CFT interlocal agreement (ILA) between the county and the city be amended to include the new open space project.  The ILA defines the terms and conditions governing the use of the funds and the county’s and cities’ responsibilities in implementing the project. The amendment describes the project and provides the funding allocation.
SUMMARY OF THE PROJECT:

Proposed Ordinance 2004-0402 would transfer $200,000 of CFT funding to the City of Seattle for the Salmon Bay project which was given initial approval and appropriation authority in the 2002 Adopted Budget (14517).  The ILA includes the following project description:  “The Salmon Bay acquisition project consists of shoreline and intertidal habitat located near the Chittenden Locks in the Ballard community of Seattle.”
Salmon Bay is .31 acres with 450 lineal feet of shoreline property.  It is the only remaining wooded and undeveloped shoreline in Ballard.  The aquatic habitat of Salmon Bay is nutrient rich and has been found in recent bio-samplings to be heavily used by salmon migrating from Puget Sound to the Lake Washington and Cedar River watersheds.  The salmon habitat restoration project is currently underway in Salmon Bay.  There are also plans to develop a small overlook on the bank with interpretive signs to educate visitors to the site about the habitat and ecology found in Salmon Bay.
The Salmon Bay project consists of two properties acquired in September 2001 and December 2003 for approximately $950,000.  The acquisition for this open space is a collaborative effort with funds provided by King County (CFT), Groundswell Northwest, Seattle Public Utilities, National Fish and Wildlife Foundation, Seattle Department of Neighborhoods, King Conservation District, State Aquatic Lands Enhancement Account, and private donors.  The acquisition efforts were spearheaded by Groundswell Northwest, (a non-profit organization in Ballard) and the property is managed and maintained by Seattle Public Utilities.
AMENDMENT:

Amendment A1 has been prepared to revises the project language as found in Attachment B to the proposed ordinance (or Attachment S to the original ILA).  The revised language broadens the scope of the project to include public access and interpretation.
INVITED:

Faith Roland, Acquisition Supervisor, Department of Natural Resources and Parks
David Tiemann, Open Space Planner, Department of Natural Resources and Parks
XXXXX, Groundswell Northwest
ATTACHMENTS:

1.  Proposed Ordinance 2004-0402 with attachments

2.  Executive transmittal letter dated August 16, 2004
