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SUBJECT:   Prohibiting use of internal combustion engines on Ames Lake.
SUMMARY:   This ordinance prohibits the use or operation of any internal combustion engine on Ames Lake, except that public officials and construction companies are not prevented by the ordinance from performing authorized duties.
Ames Lake is located approximately two miles east of the city of Carnation in northeast King County.  It is approximately 80 acres in size, and is entirely surrounded by platted residential lots, most of which are developed as homesites.  The lake currently provides no formal public access, and is not stocked for fisheries purposes; there is one lot that is owned by the state Department of Fish and Wildlife.

AMES LAKE USE PROFILE

The proposed prohibition on the use of internal combustion engines comes about as a result of a discovery that there is no current ordinance which prohibits the use of such engines on the lake.  The lake has been posted, for an undetermined period, with a sign indicating that internal combustion engine use is not allowed; that sign carries the county logo, and refers to “King County Ordinance” as the authority effectuating the prohibition.  Operationally, there has been an assumption that such a prohibition is in place, and the Ames Lake Community Club leadership has indicated that, with the exception of an occasional incident, no internal combustion-powered vessels currently operate on the lake.  Lakeside owners do make use of electric engines to power small craft, and this use is generally accepted by residents of the area.  

A recent review of the King County Code section which provides for such prohibitions identifies a number of lakes which have restrictions on the use of internal combustion engines on the lake; Ames Lake is not among them.  Supporters of the proposed ordinance indicate that the current operating profile, where there is no use of internal combustion engines on the lake, is the generally accepted approach that the local community would like to see continue.  

HISTORICAL USE CONFLICT

Historically, the use of internal combustion engines on Ames Lake has generated controversy; more specifically, the extensive public use provided by an historic access to the lake has been the source of friction.  Around 1948, in response to Ames Lake residents’ desire to have the lake stocked with fish, a lakefront parcel was given to the state Department of Game, which developed and improved it for public access for fishing.  Public access for licensed fishermen began in 1952, and large numbers made use of the opportunity.  Lakeside owners complained about the behavior of the public in using the lake, asserting that issues of public sanitation, trespass and similar problems constituted a nuisance to property owners.  In April 1962, property owners adopted regulations as authorized in the restrictions in the plat. Among the regulations was a prohibition against use of gasoline motors for the propulsion of watercraft; the regulations also restricted use of the lake to property owners and their guests.  The Department of Game indicated that it would not be bound by such restrictions, resulting in litigation by the Ames Lake Community Club, asking that the state be restrained from making use of its property for admission of the public to Ames Lake.  The trial court permanently enjoined the state from admitting the public to Ames Lake through its ownership, based on deed language which restricts public access.  In 1966, the state Supreme Court indicated that the injunction was not permanent, but would continue until the state developed a plan which, to the satisfaction of the trial court, addressed the concerns of the lakeside residents.  Staff inquiry to the state Department of Fish and Wildlife, the successor to the Department of Game, has so far not provided indication of any such plan.  A spokesman for the Ames Lake Community Club has indicated that they are not aware of any completed plan in the intervening years to address their concerns, though tentative discussions may have been held on at least one occasion over that period.  
Those general conditions have apparently prevailed since that time.  There have been occasional violations of the ‘no internal combustion engines’ provision; local residents indicate that the King County Sheriff has cited such violators, apparently relying on the sign indicating, by authority of King County Ordinance, that internal combustion engines are prohibited.  

Advocates of this measure indicate that there is a general consensus that continuation and legal endorsement of prevailing use profiles are needed to confirm the existing pattern of use. 
KING COUNTY POLICE POWERS, EXISTING PROHIBITIONS
King County Code 12.44.010 addresses county authorization to regulate local waters, as follows:  
12.44.010  Authorization.  The county of King, in the exercise of its police power, assumes control and jurisdiction over all lakes, rivers and all other waters within unincorporated areas inside its geographical boundaries.
Contact with the office of the Prosecuting Attorney indicates that there does not appear to be any state law constraining the ability of the county to promulgate law limiting the use of internal combustion engines on local waters.  

King County Code 12.44 provides boating regulations for the county, including regulations limiting or prohibiting the use of internal combustion engines, with specified exceptions, for the following King County lakes:  

Beaver Lake 

Lake Margaret

Lake Sawyer

Lake Meridian

Steel Lake

Star Lake

Lake Leota

North Lake

Pipe Lake

Spring Lake 

Cottage Lake

Shadow Lake

Lake Desire

Shady Lake

Lake Joy

Lake Walker

Ronald Bog

Lake Dolloff

Lake Killarney

Lake Holm

Lake Wilderness

Lake Twelve

Lake Langlois

Lake Alice

PROPOSED ORDINANCE 2002-0338

Proposed Ordinance 2002-0338 prohibits the use of internal combustion engines on Ames Lake, excepting authorized duties performed by public officials or construction companies.  The Department of Natural Resources and Parks is authorized to post and maintain the appropriate signs.  
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