[image: image1.wmf]
Metropolitan King County Council

Transportation Committee

STAFF REPORT

	AGENDA ITEM:
	3
	
	PREPARED BY:
	Doug Hodson

	PROPOSED No.:
	2002- 0325
	
	              DATE:
	July 24, 2002


SUBJECT: a motion authorizing the county executive to enter into an interlocal agreement related to transportation concurrency review with the City of Covington.  
BACKGROUND:  The City of Covington and King County have each adopted a transportation concurrency program to implement the requirements of the State’s Growth Management Act.  The City’s transportation concurrency program applies to developments within the City of Covington only, and is described in Covington City Ordinance No. 20-97.  The County’s transportation concurrency program applies to developments in unincorporated King County only and is described in K.C.C. Chapter 14.70.  Developments within the City of Covington may cause an impact on transportation facilities in unincorporated King County while developments within unincorporated King County may cause an impact on transportation facilities within the City of Covington.
King County’s concurrency program requires a concurrency test for new developments.  An important element of this test is an analysis for the existence of critical links.  Critical link means the one-direction lane or lanes of a portion of a monitored corridor with a volume-to-capacity ration of 1.1 or more during the peak period.  Volume-to-capacity means the capacity of a roadway, how many vehicles it can handle, versus volume, the actual number of vehicles traveling on that roadway.  The critical link test requires that a development must not send more than 30 percent of its trips onto a critical link during the peak period.  King County Code requires the Critical link standard be applied to monitored corridors in unincorporated King County.  A monitored zone is one that is within 10 percent of exceeding concurrency standards. 
Currently, the County only applies its critical link standard to the portion of a monitored corridor that is located in unincorporated King County.  The County and the City both desire that the county include the portions of monitored corridors that are located inside the City of Covington boundary as part of the County’s critical link analysis.  

The City’s transportation concurrency program provides for a concurrency review for developments within the city.  Developments that pass the concurrency review are issued a certificate of concurrency.  The County and the city both desire that certain arterial roadways in unincorporated King County be treated as monitored corridors within the City’s transportation concurrency review process.
Agreement Related to Concurrency Review
The purpose of the proposed agreement is to allow the County and the City to implement its adopted transportation concurrency programs more comprehensively in granting concurrency to developments when the critical link standard is applied to both County and City monitored corridors.  Each party is responsible for its own costs associated with this agreement and shall enact all ordinances and regulations necessary to implement this agreement by March 31, 2003.
King County Responsibilities
The county shall include portions of a number of monitored corridors located within the City of Covington to be included in the county’s concurrency test.  Any change to the list of monitored corridors shall require an amendment to the agreement.  If a proposed development fails the critical links part of the test as a result of its impact on a monitored corridor within the City, the County shall deny the application for certificate of concurrency.  
The County shall perform the concurrency review for proposed non-residential developments in the City.  The County shall perform the concurrency review for the City using the County’s traffic model but shall use the City’s LOS standards.

The County shall notify the City with any concurrency application that the County receives that may have an impact on a monitored corridor within the City.  The City may recommend to the County that a certificate of concurrency be issued conditioned on the applicant providing transportation improvements to the monitored corridor in order to accommodate the impacts of the development.

City of Covington Responsibilities
The City shall include within its concurrency review a number of monitored corridors in unincorporated King County.  Any change to the list of corridors shall require an amendment to the agreement.  The City shall perform concurrency review for proposed residential developments in the City but shall provide the County with all applications for non-residential development.
The City shall notify the County quarterly of the City’s decision on any transportation concurrency application that will have an impact on the County corridors identified in the agreement.  If a proposed development fails the City’s concurrency review because of its impacts on a monitored corridor within unincorporated King County, the City shall deny the application for concurrency.  The County may recommend to the City that a certificate be issued conditioned on the applicant providing transportation improvements to the monitored corridor that failed the City’s analysis in order to accommodate the impacts of development.  
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