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Metropolitan King County Council

Transportation Committee

STAFF REPORT

	AGENDA ITEM:
	3
	
	PREPARED BY:
	Arthur Thornbury

	PROPOSED No.:
	2002-0183
	
	DATE:
	May 8, 2002


SUBJECT:  adopting the September 2002 public transit service improvements for King County.




SUMMARY:  Proposed Ordinance 2002-0183 (packet, Attachment 1) was first considered by the committee at its April 24, 2002 meeting. This legislation adopts transit service changes to be implemented September 28, 2002.  The primary focus of this service change is to revise service along SR-522 in response to the addition of Sound Transit Route 522 Regional Express service in that corridor.  In addition, the ordinance proposes to extend the Route 38 in the Beacon Hill-Rainier Valley area to serve the area south of downtown Seattle.
Service Revisions in the Ordinance.   Attachment A to Proposed Ordinance 2002-0183 provides details of the changes for the following Metro Transit routes:

Route 38:   Coverage on this east-west route between Beacon Hill and the Rainier valley will be extended west to the SODO area.

Route 41:  Additional service will be provided on this route, which will be extended to reach Lake City via N.E. 125th Street.  This change is intended to replace coverage lost through the elimination of the Route 307.  In addition, service between the Northgate Transit Center and downtown Seattle is increased to accommodate demand from the recently-expanded Northgate Transit Center Park & Ride Lot.
Route 307:  This route will be eliminated to avoid duplication with the new Sound Transit Route 522.  The Metro Transit service hours will be redeployed to Routes 41 and 372.

Route 312:  Discontinue a portion of the route east of the UW Bothell-Cascadia campus, which will generally be covered by the easternmost portion of the Sound Transit Route 522.

Route 372:  Additional service will be provided on this route and a change in the route in the vicinity of I-405 will avoid duplication of the Route 522 while improving service to the North Creek area.

Metro/Sound Transit Fare Differential
As shown in the following table, King County Metro Transit and Sound Transit have different fare structures and this will affect some current Metro riders who shift to the new Sound Transit Route 522:  

· adults pay 25¢ less for one-zone, peak-period travel on Sound Transit

· adults pay 75¢ more for two-zone, off-peak trips on Sound Transit
· youth fares are higher on Sound Transit, and 
· senior fares are higher on Sound Transit except for one-zone, peak travel, when they are the same as Metro’s
	
	Peak Period
	Off-Peak

	
	Metro Transit
	Sound Transit
	Metro Transit
	Sound Transit

	Two-Zone Fares

	Adult
	$2.00
	$2.00
	$1.25
	$2.00

	Youth
	50¢
	$1.50
	50¢
	$1.50

	Senior
	50¢
	$1.00
	25¢
	$1.00

	One-Zone Fares

	Adult
	$1.50
	$1.25
	$1.25
	$1.25

	Youth
	50¢
	75¢
	50¢
	75¢

	Senior
	50¢
	50¢
	25¢
	50¢


While Metro’s zone boundary is the Seattle city limits, Sound Transit uses the boundary between Lake Forest Park and Kenmore. So, what is currently a two-zone Metro trip from Lake Forest Park to Seattle will become a one-zone trip on Sound Transit, although Sound Transit is considering a move of its zone boundary to coincide with Metro’s for the Route 522 only.  
Lake City/Northgate Service
Whereas Metro route 307 served the SR-522 corridor and downtown Seattle via the Northgate Transit Center, its replacement service, ST Route 522, will bypass Northgate.  Of Route 307’s approximately 2,400 daily trips, 360 begin or end at Northgate.  In the future, these trips on Route 522, will include a transfer to/from Metro Route 41 on Lake City Way.  During peak periods and mid-day, the Route 41 will operate at 15-minute frequencies to minimize transfer times. During the period of the day having this high-frequency service (excluding Sundays), the average wait at the transfer point on Lake City Way is expected to be 3-5 minutes.
Northgate/Downtown Service
While the other proposed service changes involve redeployment of hours freed-up by the new Sound Transit service, improvements to Route 41 between Northgate and downtown will use up to 5,000 hours of new service to meet expected demand from an expanded Northgate Transit Center Park & Ride Lot.  Just over half those new hours will be added in June by the KCDOT Director using his authority to make minor service changes without Council involvement (K.C.C. 28.94.020). While the balance of the 5,000 hours could also be added administratively, they are covered by this legislation and would be added in September.  These hours are part of a larger park & ride service investment of 42,000 hours in the proposed 2002-2007 Six-Year Transit Development Plan. 
In response to members’ questions at the committee’s April 24, 2002 meeting, the Transit Division has provided additional information related to the service demand at the Northgate Transit Center and to the effect of the Sound Transit zone boundary (packet, Attachment 3).
ATTACHMENTS:

1. Proposed Ordinance 2002-0183, including Attachment  A and transmittal letter
2. Sound Transit description of Route 522
3. Transit Division response to April 24 committee questions 

ATTENDING:

Eric Gleason, Supervisor, Service Implementation Group, Metro Transit Division
Jack Lattemann, Senior Transit Planner, Service Implementation Group
Mike Bergman, Senior Transit Planner, Sound Transit

