EXHIBIT H

ARSON INVESTIGATION

CALL OUT PROTOCOLS

1. PURPOSE.  In accordance with section 6.19.1 of the Interlocal Agreement, this Exhibit specifies the protocols for the King County Fire Marshal’s Office investigation of fires in cities that contract for fire investigation services with King County.

  2.        SCOPE OF INVESTIGATION.  Upon request by the City or its designee, the Fire Investigation Unit of the King County Fire Marshal’s Office shall respond to the following fires:

a.
Fires where one or more deaths have occurred;

b.
Fires where one or more serious injuries have occurred, and those injuries have required or are expected to require hospitalization of an injured party;

c.
Fires that are suspected to be, or are known to be intentionally set and any other fires not otherwise investigated;

d.
Fires where the fire suppression agency has not determined a cause, except where the loss is minimal and there is no measurable value in determining the cause;

e.
Fires where there is evidence that an explosive device was used to initiate the fire or resulted in the fire occurring; provided that, this fire type does not include instances where a container normally found at the fire scene (such as propane bottles, compressed air bottles or aerosol containers) exploded as a result of the fire.

3.  
SERVICES PROVIDED.  Upon request by the City or its designee for services in response to a fire within the scope of fire types listed in section 2 above, the King County Fire Marshal’s Office shall:

a.
Undertake reasonable efforts to investigate and determine the cause of the fire;

b.
Where the cause has been determined to be arson, perform the follow-up investigation and preparation of criminal charges where appropriate;

c.
In incidents involving death or serious injury where hospitalization was or is expected to be required, properly secure all reports, evidence, and photographs until the case has been resolved;

d.
Compile and submit monthly Uniform Crime Reporting (UCR) data for the Federal Bureau of Investigation to the King County Sheriff’s Office.
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