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Metropolitan King County Council
Government Accountability and Oversight Committee
STAFF REPORT

SUBJECT
Proposed Motion 2019-0269 would confirm the Executive's appointment of Bruce Davis, who resides in Council District eight, to the King County Board of Ethics, for the remainder of a three-year term, expiring July 31, 2021.
BACKGROUND
The King County Board of Ethics was created by Ordinance 1321 in 1972 “to insure proper implementation of the code of ethics and to investigate and report on conflicts of interest.” The board consists of five members: two to be appointed by the County Executive, two to be appointed by the County Executive from a list of nominees submitted by the County Council, and a fifth member, who serves as chair and is appointed by the County Executive from a list of nominees submitted by the other four members. Each member serves a term of three years. All appointments to the board are subject to confirmation by the Council.
APPOINTEE INFORMATION
Bruce Davis has several years of experience as an attorney, and is currently a Tax Review Officer (Administrative Law Judge) with the Washington Department of Revenue. Additionally, his application materials note that his experience includes litigation before federal courts and federal administrative boards during his active duty service with the Army JAG Corps. In this position, he was the principle ethics advisor to senior personnel, providing formal and informal advice regarding federal ethics rules. Mr. Davis also provided pro bono services to low income taxpayers concerning administrative matters with the IRS and in hearings before the US Tax Court.
Mr. Davis indicates that he is committed to the ethical conduct of our government and to the rich legacy of inclusion and diversity. Mr. Bruce earned a BA in Political Science from the University of Washington, JD from College of William & Mary, MPA from Seattle University, and LLM (Taxation) from the University of Washington.

[bookmark: _GoBack]ANALYSIS
As noted by K.C.C. 3.04.080, the board of ethics is a five-member board consisting of the following members: two appointed and confirmed by the executive, two appointed by the executive from a list provided by county council, and the executive’s appointment of the chair who is selected from a list of nominees provided by the four members. This motion would approve the appointment of Bruce Davis as the executive-nominated representative.
Staff has not identified any issues with the proposed appointment.  It appears to be consistent with the requirements of the King County Board of Ethics.
Invited
· Bruce Davis, Appointee, King County Board of Ethics
· Kelli Williams, Staff Liaison, King County Boar of Ethics
ATTACHMENTS
Proposed Motion 2019-0269 (attachments available upon request)
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