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June 27, 2019
The Honorable Rod Dembowski
Chair, King County Council

Room 1200

C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember Dembowski:
Enclosed for your review is the Department of Adult and Juvenile Detention (DAJD) plan for a pilot project that would provide indigent inmates with funds to make phone calls, use video visitation, or make commissary purchases, in compliance with the 2019-2020 Biennial Budget Ordinance, Ordinance 18835, Section 52, Proviso P4. The proviso required:
Of this appropriation, $250,000 shall not be expended or encumbered until the executive transmits a plan showing how the department of adult and juvenile detention will develop a pilot project that would provide indigent inmates with sufficient funds for their inmate accounts to make phone calls, use video visitation or make commissary purchases, while incarcerated in the county's detention facilities.  The plan and a motion that should acknowledge receipt of the plan and reference the subject matter, the proviso's ordinance, ordinance section and proviso number in both the title and body of the motion and a motion acknowledging receipt of the plan is passed by the council.


The plan shall include, but not be limited to:


A.  A review of the number of inmates that have been screened by the department of public defense that qualify as indigent under chapter 10.101 RCW in secure detention.  The plan should show the average daily population and average length of stay for these individuals;


B.  Detailed information on the inmate welfare fund showing actual and estimated revenues from all sources for 2016 through 2021.  The information should include information on the inmate welfare fund's fund balance for the same period;


C.  Detailed information showing the average total expenditure for phone calls, video visitation, commissary purchases and other uses by inmates, for each stay in detention, as shown by a review of individual inmate accounts.  The information should also include the number of inmates leaving detention with negative inmate account balances;


D.  An evaluation of the amount of monies that would have to be entered into an inmate account to support paying for one, two or three no-cost domestic calls per week, each lasting fifteen minutes at most.  The evaluation should also include the costs to provide an inmate with at least one no-cost video visitation session per week.  Finally, the evaluation should include the recommendations for an amount of funds for commissary purchases that would be based on the inmate's length of stay, average inmate commissary purchases or related factors;


E.  A description of how the department would use $50,000 for a one-year pilot project to add funds to the inmate accounts of those who are determined to be indigent based on department of public defense screening.  The plan should include:  a description of how the department will identify recipients of pilot project funding; recommendations on the amount of funding to be added to each inmate account, in order to support one, two or three phone calls per week, lasting fifteen minutes at most; the amount necessary for each identified inmate to support at least one video visitation per week; and the amount necessary to allow indigent inmates to make nominal commissary purchases while incarcerated.  In addition, the plan should include an estimate of the number of individuals that could be served in the pilot project; and


F.  A description of the metrics that the department will use to measure how indigent inmates use the funds placed in their inmate accounts under the pilot project, to include number of calls made, number of video visits completed, commissary purchases made and any other metrics that department recommends to evaluate the utility of the project.


The executive should file the plan and a motion required by this proviso by June 30, 2019, in the form of a paper original and an electronic copy with the clerk of the council, who shall retain the original and provide an electronic copy to all councilmembers, the council chief of staff and the lead staff for the law and justice committee, or its successor.

The accompanying plan is in satisfaction of the requirements of Proviso P4.
This report furthers the County’s Strategic Plan goals of Safety and Justice and an Efficient, Accountable Regional and Local Government. It is estimated that this report required approximately 40 staff hours, costing approximately $8,000. 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact John Diaz, Interim Department of Adult and Juvenile Detention Director, at 206-263-3669.

Sincerely,

Dow Constantine

King County Executive

Enclosure

cc:
King County Councilmembers



ATTN:  Carolyn Busch, Chief of Staff




  Melani Pedroza, Clerk of the Council


Dwight Dively, Director, Office of Performance, Strategy and Budget


John Diaz, Interim Director, Department of Adult and Juvenile Detention\
