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Council motions

15252  METRO CONNECTS (MC) Planning 15253 – Regional Mobility Framework

Requirements: regional planning effort on 
MC implementation, including:
• Updated information to adjust for 

population growth, congestion, inflation 
and construction costs, innovations, etc

• Strategy to convene regional leaders to 
develop a regional funding plan 

• Status report due 5/31/19

Requirements: framework for equitable 
implementation of mobility, including:
• Guiding principles
• Coordination with MC planning 
• Review of technologies, best practices, 

policies, workforce trends
• Potential policy updates
• Scope due 4/18/19

In 2019, Metro is responding to two King County Council motions
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Regional Planning Status Report

• Motion 15252 required a status report on:

• Regional planning effort to address the 
implementation of METRO CONNECTS

• Updated information to supplement METRO 
CONNECTS 

• Population growth

• Increased congestion

• Inflation and construction costs

• Regional mobility needs

• Innovations in transportation

• Engagement effort
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Coordination with Mobility Framework

• METRO CONNECTS implementation coordinated 
with development of mobility framework

• Equity

• Sustainability

• Timeline:

• Framework (guiding principles, 
recommendations by October 2019)

• Updated policies (including updates to 
METRO CONNECTS during 2020)

• When and how to fund METRO CONNECTS?
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METRO CONNECTS needed for region’s growth

• METRO CONNECTS, our adopted long-range 
plan, aims to increase bus service hours by 70% 
between 2015 and 2040

• Double transit ridership to 1 million daily 
boardings

• 73% of residents would be within ½ mile of 
frequent service, with higher levels of service to 
low-income residents and people of color

• Based on the region’s growth needs and 
adopted comprehensive plans

• Necessary to meet climate and growth 
management goals
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METRO CONNECTS not fully funded
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• METRO CONNECTS long-range plan is not fully 
funded

• 1.4M more service hours and $5B in capital 
needed by 2040

• Approximately $220M in new revenue per year

• Without new funding: 

• Metro can maintain service and adjust to 
new Link openings, but cannot meet 
regional growth or equity needs

• Service may become more Seattle-centric 
(Seattle now funds 1/10 of all transit hours)



Fund METRO CONNECTS beginning 2021

• This chart shows what Metro’s existing 
funding could provide (gray shaded area)

• Assuming Seattle TBD is renewed in 
2020, it shows increasing transit growth 
in Seattle (black dotted line)

• If METRO CONNECTS funding is 
approved in 2020, regional service could 
increase in time for ST2 Link openings 
(green shaded area)

• If both METRO CONNECTS and Seattle 
TBD funding are approved, overall 
system growth would be higher (green 
dotted line)
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MC Goal: 6M 
hours by 2040



Fund METRO CONNECTS beginning 2025

• This chart again shows what Metro’s 
existing funding could provide (gray 
shaded area)

• Assuming Seattle TBD is renewed in 
2020, it shows increasing transit growth 
in Seattle (black dotted line)

• If METRO CONNECTS funding is 
approved in 2024, regional service would 
not increase in time for ST2 Link 
openings (green shaded area)

• If, in addition, Seattle TBD funding is 
approved in 2026, overall system growth 
would continue (green dotted line)
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MC Goal: 6M 
hours by 2040



Potential Funding Sources
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Potential Funding Sources
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Potential Funding Sources
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Potential Funding Sources
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Next Steps 

• Regional leaders must determine how to proceed:

• Whether and when to seek new funding

• How much

• Which source(s)

• How to coordinate with Seattle Transportation 
Benefit District

• Any funding measure will be aligned with Metro’s 
adopted policies as updated by the mobility 
framework
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