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March 13, 2019


The Honorable Rod Dembowski
Chair, King County Council
Room 1200
C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember Dembowski: 

As required in the adopted 2019-2020 King County Biennial Budget, Ordinance 18835, Section 101, Proviso P3, this letter transmits the Transit Oriented Development (TOD) Geographic Allocation Plan requested by the Metropolitan King County Council and a motion to approve the plan. 

As required in the proviso, the allocation plan includes a proposal to prioritize projects near existing or planned light rail stations, a proposal to prioritize projects for which cities will provide a local match, and a timeline for implementing the plan. 

New to our process this year was the creation and collaboration of the Interbranch Task Force, providing an opportunity to facilitate communication and ensure priorities around housing and homelessness are aligned across the Executive and Legislative branches. The findings and recommendations in the TOD Geographic Allocation Plan were reviewed and approved by the IBTF. 

While the general requirements for TOD funds are broad, the plan identifies a shared vision for investments: Create diverse, vibrant, mixed income communities in high capacity transit areas in South King County, North King County, East King County, and Seattle. 

With input and guidance from the IBTF, the Geographic Allocation Plan establishes principles to guide decision-making, ensuring that investments: 
· Meet the County’s racial, ethnic and economic diversity goals 
· Align with other key County initiatives
· Address the significant need for affordable housing
· Serve lower income households to the extent feasible
· Give preference to proposals that serve populations that have been identified as being in particular need
· Maximize housing outcomes by prioritizing funding in jurisdi ctions who have implemented Regional Affordable Housing Task Force recommendations.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]In making investment decisions, the plan calls for King County to adhere to Expenditure Restriction 7 in the 2019-2020 Biennial Budget in apportioning $30 million in TOD funds as follows: $8 million each for South King County, North King County and East King County and $6 milloin for Seattle. 

King County will seek nonprofit and partner agency proposed projects that align with the principles and funding considerations outlined in the plan. Proposals that leverage other public investments and/or public property and those positioned in high capacity transit areas will be strongly encouraged. Alignment with the recommendations of the Regional Affordable Housing Task Force is also key. Proposed projects will be solicited, submitted and evaluated as part of the 2019 annual Housing Finance Program RFP process. Any funds remaining unallocated after that funding round will be included in succeeding year processes. 

The Geographic Allocation Plan aligns with both the King County Strategic Plan and the County’s Equity and Social Justice Initiative core values of preventing homelessness and increasing housing stability. It is estimated that this report required 15 staff hours to produce, costing approximately $945, in addition to staffing support provided to the IBTF process. 

I share the Council’s goal of ensuring King County’s housing investments foster affordability for residents throughout King County, and that those investments help to connect residents to our increasingly accessible public transportation, including light rail. I look forward to continuing to partner with the Council in 2019 to improve housing stability countywide.  

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Leo Flor, Director, Department of Community and Human Services, at 206-477-4384.

Sincerely,



Dow Constantine
King County Executive
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