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Metropolitan King County Council
Budget Panel Discussion 2019-2020

EQUITY AND JUSTICE FOR ALL
[bookmark: _GoBack]Panel Meeting #3 | November 1, 2018


On October 11, 2010, Ordinance 16948, also referred to as the "Equity and Social Justice Ordinance," was enacted establishing equity and social justice from an initiative to an integrated effort that intentionally applies the countywide strategic plan's principle of "fair and just" in all the county does in order to achieve equitable opportunities for all people and communities. The ordinance defines “fair and just" to mean that the county serves all residents by promoting fairness and opportunity and eliminating inequities through actions to which equity and social justice foundational practices are applied. The ordinance identified fourteen determinants of equity as the conditions that lead to the creation of a fair and just society in King County.

As part of the 2019-2020 biennium budget process, this panel will focus on how the county can best serve the needs of the most vulnerable residents while helping them reach their full potential. In particular this panel will evaluate budget decisions that relate to the following determinants of equity:

· A law and justice system that provides equitable access and fair treatment for all[footnoteRef:1]; and [1:  K.C.C. 2.10.210.B.3.] 

· Health and human services that are high quality, affordable and culturally appropriate and support the optimal well-being of all people[footnoteRef:2]; [2:  K.C.C. 2.10.210.B.8.] 


This is the last of the three budget panel discussions during which councilmembers will examine the following four focus areas and its related policy questions:

1. MENTAL ILLNESS DRUG DEPENDENCY (MIDD) LEVY and LAW ENFORCEMENT ASSISTED DIVERSION PROGRAMS
· What are the outcomes of the Law Enforcement Assisted Diversion (LEAD) program?
· What are the outcomes of the Navigator, RADAR, and related programs that also involve law enforcement personnel to assist individuals to divert from detention?
· Are current MIDD funded programs aligned with the original purpose of the MIDD Levy?




2. DELIVERY OF BENEFITS TO SUPPORT RESIDENTS IN POVERTY TO REACH THEIR FULL POTENTIAL
· What services and benefits are provided by the county to residents in poverty?
· How can the county integrate the delivery of services and benefits to residents in poverty to make it easier for them to receive all available resources?
· What is necessary to achieve integration on receiving services and benefits for residents in poverty?

3. PUBLIC HEALTH
· How can we lay the foundation of building a regional health plan in the county?
· How can we expand the county’s efforts on HPV (Human Papillomavirus) to improve vaccination rates and increase screenings in an effort to reduce cervical cancer in the county?

4. BARRIERS TO SUCCESSFUL REENTRY AND THE CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM
· How do we alleviate the burden of bails? Can the county establish a “Public Bail Fund”?
· How can we eliminate barriers to re-entry, such as Legal Financial Obligations, civil penalties, and fines, for individuals in the criminal justice system?
· How can we implement incentives for the county’s criminal justice agencies to eliminate barriers to re-entry?
 


November 1st (WEEK 3) Meeting Agenda:

1. Discussion on Budget Proposals and Consensus (75 minutes)
· Council Central staff
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