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Metropolitan King County Council
Committee of the Whole


STAFF REPORT

	Agenda Item:
	11
	Name:
	Jennifer Giambattista 

	Proposed No.:
	2018-0527
	Date:
	October 29, 2018




SUMMARY

Proposed Motion 2018-0527 would confirm the appointment of Anita Khandelwal as King County Public Defender and the Director of Public Defense.  

BACKGROUND 

The Process for Selecting the County Public Defender

The King County Charter (§§ 350.20.61, 250.20.65) and the King County Code (K.C.C. 2.60.026) prescribe the process for appointment and confirmation of the County Public Defender. The process begins with a national recruitment of candidates by the Executive, who then provides to the Public Defense Advisory Board the names, resumés, and other relevant information about all candidates who meet the qualifications for office set forth in the charter and the code. Within 60 days the Board is required to recommend three candidates, one of whom the Executive must appoint. The Executive has the option to ask the Board to recommend three additional candidates, and then choose from among the six, but he did not exercise that option in making this appointment. The Executive’s appointment is subject to confirmation by the Council.

On October 3, 2018, following the selection process described above, the Executive announced the appointment of Anita Khandelwal as King County Public Defender and Director of the Department of Public Defense, effective January 1, 2019.

MS. KHANDELWAL’S BACKGROUND AND QUALIFICATIONS

Prior to serving as Interim Public Defender, Ms. Khandelwal served as the Department’s Deputy Director of Law and Policy. She joined the Department of Public Defense in November 2015 and has been practicing law for more than a decade. 

Education and Experience

Ms. Khandelwal received both her undergraduate degree and her law degree from Yale University, graduating with a B.A. degree in Anthropology and History in 1998 and a J.D. degree in 2005.

Ms. Khandelwal’s work experience is summarized below in reverse chronological order and is described in more detail in her resumé (Attachment 2):

· Deputy Director/Policy Director Department of Public Defense Seattle, WA (January 2016 to July 2016)
· Staff Attorney (July 2008 to December 2011) and Senior Attorney (July 2013 to January 2016) The Public Defender Association Seattle, WA
· Staff Attorney, Federal Defender for the Western District of Washington, (December 2011-July 2013) Seattle, WA
· Law Clerk, Honorable William Wayne Justice, Western District of Texas, Austin, TX (August 2007 to July 2008) 
· Civil Rights Fellow, Relman & Dane, PLLC Washington, D.C (September 2006 to August 2007) 
· Law Clerk, Honorable Dolores K. Sloviter, Third Circuit Court of Appeals, Philadelphia, PA (August 2005 to August 2006) 
· Summer Law Clerk, Altshuler, Berzon, Nussbaum, Rubin, and Demain San Francisco (May 2004 to July 2004)
· Legal Intern, ACLU Drug Law Reform Project Santa Cruz, CA (May 2003 to August 2004)
Letters of Support

The confirmation packet includes letters of support from Department of Public Defense Supervisors of Teamsters 117 and the DPD SEIU Chapter Leadership. Both letters indicate Ms. Khandelwal has the strong support of the employees. A letter from the practice and policy directors at DPD describes Ms. Khandelwal as follows: 

“She is an exceptional person—skilled in public policy, legal analysis, and effective advocacy. She thinks strategically, understands complex systems, and is committed to reforms that can bring about systemic change. At the same time, she is recognized for her attention to detail, her management skill, her remarkable capacity to learn new areas of law, and her passionate commitment to public defense…She has earned the trust of employees—so much so that she received a standing ovation at the department’s annual conference last month…Finally, Anita’s work ethic is unmatched; she is consistently the most prepared person in the room and, as a result, commands respect. Anita’s leadership has given our department confidence that decisions will be made based on the best information, the needs of our clients, and a commitment to the well-being of all employees.”

The letter of support from Washington Defender Association notes:

“Ms. Khandelwal is exceptionally well qualified to take over leadership of KCDPD and will bring stability to the office which has experienced severe morale problems and growing pains. She is well-respected by staff, KCDPD leadership, and the public defense community…Her advocacy efforts are with one aim in mind: to enhance the quality of justice, especially for low income people, and underserved and historically marginalized communities.  

Additional letters of support in the confirmation packet include letters from:

· Lisa Daugaard, Director, Public Defender Association
· Dominque Davis, CEO and Co-Founder, Community Passageways
· Adrienne Quinn, Director, Department of Community and Human Services.
· Jay Osborne, Director, Human Resources Division
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ATTACHMENTS

1. Proposed Motion 2018-0527
2. Transmittal Letter and confirmation packet 
3. Questionnaire for Executive Department and Key Subordinate Unit Appointees


INVITED

1. Anita Khandelwal, Interim Director, Department or Public Defense 
2. Casey Sixkiller, Chief Operating Officer, Office of King County Executive Dow Constantine
3. Paul Holland, Chair, Public Defense Advisory Board
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