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October 24, 2018


The Honorable Joe McDermott
Chair, King County Council
Room 1200
C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember McDermott:
I am pleased to transmit for the King County Council’s approval the motion, background and hiring documents to confirm Anita Khandelwal as the King County Public Defender.  The enclosed materials comprise the full set of confirmation documents as established by code and practice.

In July of 2018, I appointed Ms. Khandelwal to serve as interim public defender.  Pursuant to King County Code Section 2.60.26 (B)(2), I selected Ms. Khandelwal from the list of three names referred to me by the King County Public Defense Advisory Board for permanent appointment to the position.

Prior to serving as Interim Public Defender, Ms. Khandelwal served as the department’s Deputy Director of Law and Policy.  She joined the Department of Public Defense in November 2015 and has been practicing law for more than a decade.   She earned her law degree from Yale University.

Over the years, and in making my decision regarding this appointment, I have had many occasions to speak with employees of the Department of Public Defense.  I am always impressed with their hard work, their commitment to their clients, and their pursuit of equitable justice.  During Ms. Khandelwal’s time with the Department of Public Defense, she has worked collaboratively with the Department of Human Resources on issues related to my employee-centered Investing in YOU initiative.  She has shown a commitment to working with the Department of Human Resources to further the goals of that initiative which ensure the County has a workforce that continues to be highly engaged, diverse and culturally responsive to our changing communities.


[bookmark: _GoBack]Ms. Khandelwal’s unswerving commitment to enhance community safety, and to support a safe, accessible, and fair justice system by developing long-term, sustainable funding solutions further the goals of the King County Strategic Plan.  It is my pleasure to request your confirmation of Ms. Khandelwal as King County Public Defender.

Sincerely,



Dow Constantine
King County Executive

Enclosure
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	Jay Osborne, Director, Department of Human Resources
	Anita Khandelwal, Director Designee, Department of Public Defense



