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Metropolitan King County Council
Budget Panel Discussion 2019-2020

EQUITY AND JUSTICE FOR ALL

	Central Staff Name:
	Wendy Soo Hoo
Sam Porter
	Date:
	October 18, 2018 (Week 1)




MENTAL ILLNESS DRUG DEPENDENCY (MIDD) LEVY and LAW ENFORCEMENT ASSISTED DIVERSION PROGRAMS
· What are the outcomes of the Law Enforcement Assisted Diversion (LEAD) program?
· What are the outcomes of the Navigator, RADAR, and related programs that also involve law enforcement personnel to assist individuals to divert from detention?
· Are current MIDD funded programs aligned with the original purpose of the MIDD Levy?

[bookmark: _GoBack]BACKGROUND

Law Enforcement Assisted Diversion (LEAD) is a collaborative pre-booking diversion program to provide community-based treatment alternatives to booking people in jail for low-level drug crime, prostitution, and other collateral crime due to drug involvement. LEAD receives ongoing funding through MIDD and was externally evaluated by researchers at the University of Washington. According to Executive staff, this evaluation established proof of concept for the LEAD model and was the basis for replication grants administered by the Bureau of Justice Assistance.

Response Awareness, De-escalation and Referral (RADAR) is a program intended to decrease use-of-force incidents between police and individuals with behavioral health and developmental disabilities and to reduce the repeated and inappropriate use of emergency services.[footnoteRef:1] The program received one-time MIDD funds in 2016 that was awarded to the City of Shoreline to implement and evaluate the RADAR program over three years. The program went into effect January 1, 2017 and will be evaluated by researchers at George Mason University and the Police Foundation in 2018.[footnoteRef:2]  The RADAR analysis is scheduled to be completed in September 2019 and will include data from 2014 through June 2019. Due to its short-term, limited MIDD funding RADAR was not included in the MIDD evaluation and did not have established performance targets.  [1:  RADAR, Shoreline Smart Policing Initiative, http://www.shorelinewa.gov/government/departments/police-department/radar ]  [2:  Ibid] 




History of the Mental Illness and Drug Dependency Sales Tax (MIDD)

In 2005, the Washington State Legislature passed the Omnibus Mental Health and Substance Abuse Act in 2005.  The law (RCW 82.14.460) authorized counties to levy a one-tenth of one percent sales and use tax to fund new or expanded mental health, chemical dependency or therapeutic court services.  Subsequent revisions to the statute allowed housing and transportation[footnoteRef:3] to be funded with the sales tax revenues and enabled counties to supplant a percentage of existing funds on a predetermined schedule through 2016.  Note that in 2011, the statute was revised to allow therapeutic court costs to be funded with the sales tax without being considered supplantation.   [3:  In addition to treatment services and case management, housing and transportation have been added as examples of programs and services that may be funded as a "component of a coordinated chemical dependency or mental health treatment program or service."  ] 


The King County Council authorized the Mental Illness and Drug Dependency (MIDD) sales tax in 2007[footnoteRef:4] with the policy goals of reducing the number of people using costly interventions (such as hospitals or the jail), the number of people repeatedly cycling through the jail, and the incidence and severity of chemical dependency and mental and emotional disorders in youth and adults; diversion of youth and adults from initial or further justice system involvement; and alignment with other Council directed efforts. [4:  Ordinance 15949] 


In 2016, the Council authorized the extension of the sales tax[footnoteRef:5] and adopted a Service Improvement Plan[footnoteRef:6] (SIP) to guide the investment of future MIDD revenues.  The SIP organized the MIDD programs and services into four areas corresponding to the continuum of care:  prevention/early intervention, crisis diversion, recovery/reentry and system improvements.  In addition, the SIP called for supporting all therapeutic court costs.  Table 1 below shows the MIDD expenditures for 2017-2018 and proposed budget for 2019-2020 by strategy area. [5:  Ordinance 18333]  [6:  Ordinance 18406] 


Table 1
MIDD 2017-2018 Expenditures vs. 2019-2020 Proposed Budget by Strategy Area
	Strategy Area
	2017-2018 Estimated Expenditures
	2019-2020 Proposed Budget
	Percent Change

	Prevention/Early Intervention
	$34,520,000
	$38,837,000
	13%

	Crisis Diversion
	$31,028,000
	$46,798,000
	51%

	Recovery and Reentry
	$25,275,000
	$19,338,000
	31%

	System Improvements
	$8,508,000
	$14,484,000
	70%

	Therapeutic Courts
	$21,705,000
	$24,372,000
	12%

	Supplementals – Not Categorized
	$12,301,000
	N/A
	N/A

	Administration
	$5,451,000
	$8,823,000
	62%



As shown in the table above, the proposed budget would increase most significantly investments in Crisis Diversion, System Improvements and Administration.


ATTACHMENTS

1. Executive Staff Responses to Policy Questions, dated October 12, 2018
2. City of Shoreline North Sound RADAR Navigator Program Presentation
3. RADAR Program Data Summary, dated April 18, 2018.

INVITED

1. Dan Satterberg, King County Prosecuting Attorney
2. Leah Taguba, Senior Deputy Prosecuting Attorney
3. Natalie Walton-Anderson, Senior Deputy Prosecuting Attorney
4. Carol Cummings, Police Chief, City of Bothell
5. Shawn Ledford, Police Chief, City of Shoreline
6. Jim Vollendroff, Division Director, King County Department of Community and Human Services, Behavioral Health and Recovery Division (BHRD)
7. Christopher Verschuyl, Policy and Strategy Coordinator, BHRD
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