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AN 
'RDINANCE 

rerating to initiative and referendum

petitions; amending ordinance 159, sectio n 2, as

amended, and K.C.C.l.l6.020,Ordinance 159, Section 7,

as amended, and K.C.C.l.l6.070,Ordinance 159, Section

8, as amended, and K.C.C. 1.16.0g0, Ordinance 159,

Section 4, as amended, and K.C.C. l.l6.040,Ordinance

159, Section 5, as amended, and K.C.C. 1.16.050,

Ordinance 159, Section 3, as amended, and K.C.C.

1.16.030 and Ordinan ce g34, Section 1, as amended, and

K.C.C. 1.16.100, adding new sections to K.C.C. chapter

1. 16, recodifyrng K.C.C. 1.16.070,K.C.C. 1. 16.0g0,

K.C.C. 1.16.030 and K,C.C. 1.16.090 and repealing

Ordinance 159, Section 1, as amended, and K.C.C.

1.16.010, Ordinance 159, Section 6, as amended, and

K.C.C. 1.16.060, Ordinance g)2l,Section l, andK.C.C.

1.18.010, Ordinance g)24,Section 2, as amended, and

K.C.C. 1.1g.020, Ordinance g)24,Section 3, and K.C.C.

l. 1 8.030, Ordinance g)2l,Section 4, andK.C.C. 1. 1 g.040,

Ordinance 9024, Section 5, as amended, and K.C.C.
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Ordinance 18804

1.18.050, Ordinance 8024, Section 6, as amended, and

K.C.C. 1.18.060 and Ordinance8024, Section 7, as

amended, and K.C.C. 1.18.070.

PREAMBLE:

The right of the public to petition the King County council is enshrined in

Sections 230.40 and 230.50 of the King County Charter. The King County

council values and welcomes the direct input of residents in shaping the

laws of King County. It is the intent of the King County council to outline

the steps for processing a petition for an initiative or referendum submitted

to the clerk of the council in order to make the process clear for the public.

This includes describing the steps in sequential order and providing thc

number of days allotted for each step in the process to be completed. It is

also the intent of the King County council to clarify the roles of the clerk

of the council, prosecuting attorney's office and the department of

elections in processing a petition for an initiative or referendum submitted

to clerk of the council. In order to achieve the King County council's

intent, this ordinance reorganizes and amends the language of a number of

sections in K.C.C. chapter 1.16 and repeals K.C.C. chapter 1.18.

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF KING COUNTY:

SECTION 1. The following are each hereby repealed:

A. Ordinance 159, Section 1, as amended, and K.C.C. 1.16.010;

B. Ordinance 159, Section 6, as amended, and K.C.C. 1.16.060;

C. Ordinance8024, Section 1, and K.C.C. 1.18.010;
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D. Ordinance 8024, Section 2, as amended, and K.C.C. 1.18.020;

E. Ordinance8024, Section 3, and K.C.C. 1.18.030;

F. Ordinan ce 8024, Section 4, and K.C.C. 1 .1 8.040;

G. Ordinance8024, Section 5, as amended, and K.C.C. 1.18.050;

H. Ordinance8024, Section 6, as amended, and K.C.C. 1.18.060; and

I. Ordinance80124, Section 7, as amended, and K.C.C. 1.18.070.

NEW SECTION. SECTION 2. There is hereby added K.C.C. chapter 1.16 a new

section to read as follows:

For the pu{poses of this chapter, unless the context clearly requires otherwise,

"alteration" means any change to the ballot title or text of the measure on a referendum or

initiative petition that occurs between the time the form and language of the petition are

approved by the clerk of the council and the time when signed petitions are returned to

the clerk. Stray marks, scribbles, notes or highlighting shall not be an "alteration" as long

as the ballot title and text of the measure are legible.

SECTION 3. Ordinance 159 , Section 2, as amended, and K.C.C. 1.16.Q20 are

each hereby amended to read as follows:

A. If any individual or committee of individuals desires to petition the council to

enact a proposed measure or to order that a referendum of any ordinance passed by the

council be submitted to the electorate, the individual or committee of individuals shall

file in the office of the clerk of the council ((fivc)) 4 printed or typewritten ((ee$es))

cop), of the ((measwe)) proposed ((e+referendum)) petition in the form provided in this

chapter, accompanied by the name. phone number. ema and post office address

of the ((prepeser)) individual or committee of individuals proposing the measure.
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Ordinance 18804

B. Petitions shall be printed on sinele sheets of white paper of eood quality. eieht

and one-half inches in width and foufteen inches in leneth. with a marsin of one and

the for The front side of the

minimum font size of eieht point font. Each petition shall contain:

1. Numbered lines for not more thar twenty signatures on each sheet;

2. The prescribed ballot title or sufficient room for the ballot title to be inserted

if the ballot title has not vet been prepared by the prosecutins attornev:

3. The form of the petition on each sheet: and

4. A full. true and correct cop]¡ of the measure beine proposed or refeffed

printed on the reverse side of the petition or on sheets of oaoer of like size and oualitv as

thc pctition. and a web address if one exists to the measure being proposcd or rcfcrrcd in

twelve point font at the top of the reverse side of the petition. firmly fastened to the

petition.

SECTION 4. K.C.C. I.16.07 0, as amended by this ordinance, is recodified as a

new section in K.C.C. chapter 1.16 to follow K.C.C. 1.16.020.

SECTION 5. Ordinance 159, SectionT, as amended, and K.C.C. 1.16.070 are

each hereby amended to read as follows:

Petitions ordering that ordinances passed by the council be referred to the people

at the special or general election, as provided in Article 2, Section 230.40 of the Kine

Count]¡ Charter, shall be substantially in the following form:

''WARNING

Every person who signs this petition with any other than the person's true name,

or who knowingly signs more than one of these petitions, or who signs this petition when
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the person is not a legal voter, or who makes herein any false statement, shall be punished

as provided by law.

PETITION FOR REFERENDUM

To the Clerk of the King County Council, King County,'Washington: We, the

undersignedcitizensofKingCounty,StateofWashington((@

)), respectfully order and direct that

Referendum Measure No. . . . . . , entitled (here set forth the title of the ordinance)

being an ordinance passed by the King County Council on the day of

20 . . .. , and which would appear on the ballot in the following form:

(ballot title prepared by the prosecuting attomey under K.C.C. 1.16.050)

shall be referred to the people of thc County for thcir approval or rejection; and

each of us says: I have personally signed this petition; I am a legal voter of King County,-

State of Washington in the ((preeia€q)) city or town written after my name, and my

residence address is correctly stated. A full, true and correct copy of the ordinance is

attached hereto and on file with the Clerk of the Council and available for public

inspection.

Petitionerr s Signature Petitioner's

Printed Name

Residence Address

Street and Number (if

any)

City or

Town

((+reei*e+

Nrm€-€r

l¡umber(i*

kao*Ð))

I
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SECTIoN 6. K.C.C. 1.16.08 0, as amended by this ordinance, is recodified as a

new section in K.C.C. chapter 1 .16 to follow K.C.C. 1 .16.070, as recodified in this

ordinance.

SECTION 7. Ordinance 159, Section 8, as amended, and K.C.C. 1.16.080 are

each hereby amended to read as follows:

Petitions for proposing measures for submission to the King County council shall

be substantially in the following form:

''WARNING

Every person who signs this petition with any other than the person's true name,

or who knowingly signs more than one of these petitions, or who signs this petition when

the person is not a legal voter, or who makes herein any false statement, shall be punished

as provided by law.

INITIATIVE PETITION FOR SUBMISSION TO

THE KING COUNTY COUNCIL

To the Clerk of the King County Council, King County, V/ashington:

We, the undersigned citizens of King County, State of Washington, ((andl€gal

veters ef the respeetive preeinets set epposite or*r narnes)) respectfully direct that this

petition and the proposed measure known as Initiative Measure No. . . . . . . ., and

which would appear on the ballot in the following form:

(ballot title prepared by the prosecuting attomey under K.C.C. 1.16.050)
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a full, true and correct copy of which is hereby attached, and on file with the

Clerk of the Council and available for public inspection, shall be transmitted to the King

County Council, and we respectfully petition the Council to enact ((s+id)) this measure

into law; and, if not enacted within ninety days from the time of presentment, then to be

placed on the ballot at the next regular or special election for approval by the voters of

King County; and each of us says: I have personally signed this petition; I am a legal

voter of King County, State of Washington in the ((preein€b)) city or town written after

my name and my residence address is correctly stated.

SECTION 8. Ordinance 159, Section 4, as amended, and K.C.C. 1.16.040 are

each hereby amended to read as follows:

Once a proposed petition is submitted to ((T))Ihe clerk of the council. the clerk

shall. within five davs" verify that it complies with K.C.C. 1.16.070. as recodified bv this

Petitioner's

Signature

Petitioner's

Printed Name

Residence Address

Street and Number

(if any)

City or

Town

((Preeine+

N*me-er

*mber-(i+

l<no*n)))

1

2

J

4 il

C 1 .16.08 as recodified

individual or committee of individuals that the proposed petition has been accepted" or
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139 reiected because it does not comply with this chaoter. If the clerk reiects a orooosed
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tion the clerk will the

accepted bv the clerk of the council. the clerk shall assign a serial number to ((eaeh)) the

initiative measure or referendum petition, using a separate series for each, and

((fe*h¡lrith)) transmit within five days one copy of the measure proposed, bearing its

serial number, to the department of elections and the office of the prosecuting attorney.

Thereafter ((a)) the measure shall be known and designated on all petitions, ballots and

proceedings as "Initiative Measure No . . ." or "Referendum Measure No . . .".

SECTION 9. Ordinance 159 , Section 5, as amended, and K.C.C. 1.16.050 are

each hereby amended to read as follows:

Withirr five days after ((the4li-ng-eÐ) receiving the transmittal fi'om the clelk of

the council for an initiative measure or referendum petition ((wi+n+e-elerk-ef+he

€offiei+)) under K.C.C. 1.16.040, the prosecuting attorney shall prepare a ballot title and

transmit it to the clerk of the council, the department of elections ((beadngJh€-serlat

nuffibere{)) committee of individuals the measure. The

ballot title shall be a concise statement in the form of a question containing the essential

features of the measure and ((

@)) shall be in substantially the form required by RCW

29A36.071 and29A.72.050. The ballot title shall be phrased in language so that a yes

vote will clearly be a vote in favor of the action or condition that would result from the

approval of the measure, and a no vote will clearly be a vote in opposition to such action

or condition. In the case of a referendum to ratify or revoke some prior action, the ballot

title may refer directly to the prior action rather than to the ratification or revocation of
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((said)) the action. The ballot title prepared by the prosecuting attôrney shall be included

in the referendum or initiative petition as provided for in K.C.C. 1.16.070. as recodified

by this ordinance. and K.C.C. 1.16.080. as recodified bv this ordinance. and shall be the

title of the measure in all proceedings in relatiqtto it.

SECTION 10. K.C.C. 1.16.030, as amended by this ordinance, is recodified as a

new section in K.C.C. chapter 1.16 to follow K.C.C. 1.16.060.

SECTION 11. Ordinance 159, Section 3, as amended, and K.C.C. 1.16.030 are

each hereby amended to read as follows:

e. ((

the eer*nty as provided in Seetien 230'5$ef the eharter; must be {iled within ninety days

frorn-the date ef äpprov

i€n

rvill.net be eensidered by the eeuneil as eftinitiative petitien,

B)) Referendum petitions containing the required signatures of registered voters

of the county, as provided in Section 230.40 of the Kins Countv Charter, must be filed

((@)) with the clerk of the council before the fort)¡-fifth da)¡ after the

enactment of the ordinance to be referred to the voters. If the petitioner fails to file

((su€h)) the petition within the prescribed time ((tiffiit)), ((it)) the petition shall have no

validity and ((will)) shall not be referred to the voters.

B. Initiative petitions containins the reouired sisnatures ofresistered voters of

as in Section

the clerk of the council within ninetv davs the date of annroval of the form bv the

to file the oetition within the orescribed time. theclerk of the council. If petitioner fails
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185 petition shall have no validity and the petition shall not be considered by the council as an
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initiative petition.

SECTION 12. Ordinance 834, Section 1, as amended, and K.C.C. 1.16.100 are

each hereby amended to read as follows:

((V,+en-peti+iens=ør)) A. Siened initiative or referendum ((ae+ien-are)) petitions

shall be filed with the clerk of the council. who shall review the petition pases for

alterations. Petition pages with alterations shall be rejected. The clerk shall notif)¡ the

individual or committee of individuals proposing the measure of the number of pages

rejected and shall make those pages available for review or copying.

B. Within five days of the date the petitiqns wqrc rubmitted, the clerk shall

complete review an<l transmit accepted petitions to the department of elestions with an

accounting of the number of paqes transmitted and the number ofpaqes rejected due to

alterations.

C. Within five davs of receipt of the petition pages from the clerk of the council.

the department of elections shall set a terminal date on which it shall proceed to verif.v

and count the names of the leeal voters on the initiative or referendum petition as

required in subsection D. of this section. The deoartment shall notifv the clerk of the

council and the individual or committee of individuals proposing the measure of the

terminal date. Signatures may be withdrawn before the terminal date. Additional petition

paees may be flled with the clerk of the council before the terminal date or the deadline

in K.C.C. 1.16.030. as recodified by this ordinance. whichever is earlier. The clerk shall

review and transmit the additional petition pages in accordance with subsections A. and

B. of this section. except that the clerk may wait until the terminal date to begin review of

10



Ordinance 18804

209

208 the additional pases

2ro

D. On the terminal date, the department of elections shall proceed to ((eanvass))

verif.v and count the names of the legal voters on the initiative or referendum using the

random sampling statistical procedure authorized by WAC 434-379-010. However, a

petition shall not be rejected on the basis of any statistical method employed. If the

department finds the same name signed to more than one petition, it shall count only the

first valid signature and shall reject all subsequent instances of the signature of the same

person on the petition.

E. After the petitions are ((preeessd)) verified, the department shall transmit a

((

€ounei+)) notice of sufficienc]¡ or insufficiency to the clerk of the council and the

211

212

213

214

21.5

216

2L7

2L8

219 individual or committee of individuals orooosins the measure.

SECTION 13. K.C.C. 1.16.090 is recodified as a new section in K.C.C chapter220

tt
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222

223

221. 1.16 to follow K.C.C. 1.16.100.

SECTION 14. This ordinance takes effect January 1,2019

Ordinance 18804 was introduced on 812712018 and passed as amended by the
Metropolitan King County Council on 101112018, by the following vote:

Yes: 9 - Mr. von Reichbauer, Mr. Gossett, Ms. Lambert, Mr. Dunn,
Mr. McDermott, Mr. Dembowski, Mr. Upthegrove, Ms. Kohl-Welles
and Ms. Balducci
No: 0
Excused: 0

KING COLTNTY COUNCIL
KING COLTNTY, V/ASHINGTON

J.J Chair
ATTEST:

Melani Pedroza, Clerk of the Council
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Attachments: None
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