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SUBJECT

FCD Briefing No 2018-B03: 2019 Advisory Committee Budget Recommendations

Created by the King County Council via Ordinance 15728, the King County Flood Control District Advisory Committee (Advisory Committee) was created to "provide expert policy advice to the board of supervisors….on regional flood protection issues." According to Ordinance 15728, "the advisory committee shall review and recommend an annual work program and budget for the district, including capital improvement program projects and funding levels, subject to approval or approval and modification by the board of supervisors."

This year, the Advisory Committee met five times between May 9 and August 22, 2018. The Joint Basin Technical Committee, a committee made up of staff to the 40 jurisdictions in King County and other interested parties including the tribes and watershed forums, met to provide feedback on budget related documents prior to the Advisory Committee meetings. 

The Advisory Committee recommends a 2019 Operating Budget of $11,297,650, a decrease of $35,588 or 0.31% from the 2018 adopted budget and a 2019 Capital Budget of $65,198,179, an increase of $14, 701, 253 or 27.5% from the 2018 adopted budget. In addition to the recommending an Operating and Capital Budget, the Advisory Committee made seven specific recommendations to the Board of Supervisors. The recommendations are as follows:

1. Joint Basin Technical Meetings: The Advisory Committee recommends the District convene the basin-level technical committees on a regular basis in 2019 beginning in the first quarter of the year to allow for discussion of the Flood Hazard Management Plan update as well as development of the Operating and CIP budget.  In addition, they would like to see the Joint Basin Technical Committee be convened as appropriate during the year for the issues at hand. 

2. Flood Hazard Management Plan Role: For the last two years the Advisory Committee suggested that there be some communication between this Advisory Committee and the committee that will be established for the update to the Countywide Flood Hazard Management Plan because they acknowledge it drives policy and investment decisions.  The Advisory Committee continues to seek a role in the Flood Hazard Plan update.

3. Multi-Benefit Projects: The Advisory Committee recommends the District develop a definition of Flood Control District multi-benefit projects so the District can better understand partnership opportunities and work to identify funding sources for multi-benefit projects.

4. Home Elevations: The Advisory Committee continues to be interested in improvements to the District’s home elevation program. They understand the District is undertaking a comprehensive study later this year with a report to be issued in late spring 2019. They are very interested in being kept informed about the results of that study and considering the study’s findings as we consider the 2020 annual budget.

5. Studies: The Advisory Committee observed the proposed 2019 Operating Budget does not include funding for new technical studies.  The Advisory Committee recommends the District give consideration to funding studies on emerging scientific issues.  The Advisory Committee believes it is a best practice to review technical study needs annually.

6. Snoqualmie Fish, Farm, Flood Next Steps: The Advisory Committee recommends the District consider providing technical support to the work of the King County’s Snoqualmie Fish, Farm, & Flood Advisory Committee (FFF) Implementation Steering Committee.  In addition, they recommend the District consider assigning the District Executive Director to participate in the quarterly FFF Implementation Steering Committee meetings.

7. Changes in Project Sequencing Due to New and Emerging Information: The Advisory Committee recommends the District consider moving implementation of the South Fork Snoqualmie River Levee Setback Project (line #19) forward in the Six-Year CIP Budget and provide funding in 2019 and 2021. Additionally, the Advisory Committee recommends that when prioritizing projects and determining project sequencing, the District consider new and emerging information such as on the Tukwila 205 USACE Gaco-Segale Project (line 132) and strategic acquisitions along the Cedar River (lines 80 and 82).

Seattle City Councilmember Lisa Herbold submitted a "minority report" relating to the multi-benefit project and strategic acquisitions along the Cedar River. The recommendations in the "minority report" are as follows:

1. Multi-Benefit Projects: Councilmember Herbold suggests the District consider a policy to broaden the definition of multi-benefit projects to include salmon habitat and other natural resource improvements during the Flood Hazard Management Plan update.

2. Strategic Acquisitions along the Cedar River: Councilmember Herbold recommends moving a portion of the acquisition budget for the Cedar River projects (lines 80 and 82) to earlier years, to take advantage of potential willing sellers prior to 2024.

Attachments: Advisory Committee Letter dated August 31, 2018
		Letter from Councilmember Herbold dated September 14, 2018
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