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COMMITTEE ACTION

	
Proposed Substitute Ordinance 2018-0381.2 which would establish an annual gathering celebrating the life and legacy of Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., passed out of committee on September 19, 2018, with a “Do Pass Substitute” recommendation. The Ordinance was amended in committee modify the Statement of Facts to clarify the history of the annual gathering and require the Office of ESJ to “invite” representatives from all branches, departments, agencies, and offices and require the representatives to receive ideas and feedback from the community on the planning of the annual gathering.




SUBJECT

An ordinance relating to the establishment of an annual gathering celebrating the life and legacy of Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.; and adding a new chapter to K.C.C. Title 2.

SUMMARY

Proposed Ordinance 2018-0381 would establish an annual gathering celebrating the life and legacy of Revered Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. The proposed ordinance would formalize an annual gathering that has been ongoing since 1986, and at large venues since 2004. The proposed ordinance would require the Office of Equity and Social Justice (ESJ) in collaboration with an interbranch team, formed by representatives from various county branches, departments, agencies, and offices, to plan and convene the annual gathering. It would also require the annual gathering to be held in the second week of January, be opened to all county employees and the public, and be held in a county venue that would accommodate all attendees. The Office of ESJ, in collaboration with the interbranch team, would widely publicize the gathering through various publicity methods. Lastly, the proposed ordinance would authorize the use of the county’s general fund to fund the annual gathering.

The Office of ESJ staff state that the cost of an annual gathering as required by the proposed ordinance would cost approximately $20,000 each year. The costs would include rental of a venue, honorarium for a keynote speaker, artists and performers, and advertising. The Office of ESJ staff affirm that they would be able to take up the work as required by the proposed ordinance and state that they have already begun planning for the 2019 annual gathering in collaboration with some representatives from county branches, departments, agencies, and offices.

Amendment 1 has been prepared to modify the Statement of Facts to clarify the history of the annual gathering and require the Office of ESJ to “invite” (rather than ”convene”) representatives from all branches, departments, agencies, and offices and require the representatives to receive ideas and feedback from the community on the planning of the annual gathering.

BACKGROUND 

History of the Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Annual Gathering
On February 24, 1986, the council adopted Motion 6461 to change the namesake of King County from William Rufus DeVane King to Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. in recognition of Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.’s contributions and achievements in public service. In 2005, the state legislature formalized the renaming[footnoteRef:1] and Governor Christine Gregoire signed the legislation into law in a ceremony held at the King County Courthouse on April 19, 2005. [1:  Chapter 90, Laws of Washington 2005 (Engrossed Senate Bill 5332, amending RCW 36.04.170), enacted July 24, 2005.] 


Since the adoption of Motion 6461, the county has celebrated the life and legacy of Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. on an annual basis, and since 2004, the celebration has traditionally taken place at large venues such as the Paramount Theater and Benaroya Hall in downtown Seattle.  The annual gathering usually took place on the Thursday before the third Monday of the month of January (Martin Luther King Jr. Day), and was open to all county employees and the public. Attendance for the annual gathering has varied over the years. In 2015, the gathering was attended by more than 400 people.

Each year the celebration gathering has been planned using a different theme to honor Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. In 2005, Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.'s message of working towards equity and justice was highlighted through the theme of "The Struggle Continues". More recently in 2015, the celebration event focused on the fiftieth anniversary of the passage of the landmark 1965 Voting Rights Act. The annual gathering program included keynote addresses from invited guests and county elected officials, performances by award winning artists and local artists, musical presentations by county employees, presentation of humanitarian awards to community members, recognition of the Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. essay contest winners, and readings of excerpts from Dr. King's speeches.

Since 2004, the annual gatherings have been coordinated by the Department of Executive Services with assistance from an interbranch team composed of representatives from county branches, departments, agencies, and offices. However, in 2017, the Office of ESJ assumed the coordination of the annual gathering due to personnel changes in the Deparment of Executive Services.

In 2018, the executive modified the format of the public gathering to a "conversation cafe", which explored issues of race, equity, and justice in small groups of peers, that was open to county employees only.

Summary of Proposed Ordinance 2018-0381
Section 1 of the proposed ordinance would add a new chapter to Title 2 of the King County Code.

Section 2 of the proposed ordinance would do the following:
A. Require the Office of ESJ to convene a team of representatives from county branches, departments, agencies, and offices to plan the annual gathering;
B. Establish three key objectives for the annual gathering which include: 1) providing a countywide gathering for all members of the public to celebrate the life and legacy of Dr. King; 2) recognizing the impact that Dr. King has on our community and our nation and bringing to attention Dr. King's message of equity, social justice, and non-violence and his, political, and social philosophies; and 3) inspire county residents to strive in a non-violent manner for the human rights, civil liberties, and economic guarantees rightfully due to all peoples;
C. Require the gathering to be held in the second week of the month of January;
D. Require the gathering to be open to all county employees and require elected officials, directors, and division managers to make an effort to accommodate all county employees that request to attend the gathering;
E. Require the gathering to be open to the public;
F. Require the Office of ESJ, in collaboration with the interbranch team, to widely publicize the gathering;
G. Require the gathering be held in a county venue that would accommodate all attendees;
H. Require that the gathering include specific programs such as the presentation of the King County Medal of Distiguished Service awards and a keynote address;
I. Authorize the use of the county’s general fund to fund the gathering; and
J. Require the executive to include a proposed budget that will cover the costs of the gathering as part of the executive’s proposed biennial budget to council.

Section 3 of the proposed ordinance clarifies that the ordinance does not prohibit other county gathering and events celebrating the life and legacy of Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

Lastly, section 4 of the proposed ordinance would not affect the rest of the ordinance should any part of the ordinance is held invalid.

ANALYSIS

The Office of ESJ staff state that the cost of an annual gathering as required by the proposed ordinance would cost approximately $20,000 each year. The costs would include rental of a venue, honorarium for a keynote speaker, artists and performers, and advertising. The Office of ESJ staff affirm that they would be able to take up the work as required by the proposed ordinance and state that they have already begun planning for the 2019 annual gathering in collaboration with some representatives from county branches, departments, agencies, and offices. For reference, the Office of ESJ staff state that the total cost of the annual gatherings in the last few years, that included keynote speakers, have been around $20,000. 

The Office of ESJ staff also state that they changed the format of the 2018 annual gathering to a “conversation café” to make it more engaging and participatory.

It should be noted that King County Code 2.69.100 allows the presiding judge of the superior court to convene an annual gathering and reception for superior court volunteers and authorizes the funding of the annual gathering through the superior court’s budget.  In addition, King County Code 2.28.030 allows the council to convene an annual gathering and reception between the county’s elected officials and county board and commission members and authorizes the funding of the annual gathering through the council’s budget.

AMENDMENT

Amendment 1 has been prepared to modify the Statement of Facts to clarify the history of the annual gathering and require the Office of ESJ to “invite” (rather than ”convene”) representatives from all branches, departments, agencies, and offices and require the representatives to receive ideas and feedback from the community on the planning of the annual gathering.
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