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Seattle Police Department

August 24, 2018
King County Council
Government Accountability & Oversight Committee


Committee Members:

  The Seattle Police Department West Precinct has been focused on addressing disorder issues in the King County Court House vicinity since the second half of 2017.   We reviewed our approach in May of this year and developed a two-pronged strategy to address street disorder and violent crime more systematically.  The two prongs of our revised deployment strategy are crime deterrence via enhanced police visibility around the Courthouse and throughout Pioneer Square; and proactive operations focusing on offenders who are targeting the vulnerable population in the area.   Recently, targeted operations have resulted in the arrest of several high-profile offenders, including one who was involved in an attempted murder in June near the bus tunnel and another who was running a drug distribution ring praying on the addicted and vulnerable population in the area.  We have additional proactive operations being conducted to address predatory offenders and street level drug sales into next month.  Low-level narcotics offenders who are selling to support their addiction are offered appropriate alternatives to prosecution, such as the LEAD program. 

  Since May, the West Precinct has been providing high visibility patrol around the Courthouse throughout the day, with particular emphasis on morning and afternoon commute time.  At the direction of the Lieutenant in charge of SPD operations in the area, 1st Watch patrol units have been tasked with providing high visibility patrol and problem solving in the area around the courthouse. 2nd watch bicycle teams are detailed to conduct directed patrols to address street disorder and criminal activity from 10AM until 7PM.   The precincts Community Police Team (CPT) has recently partnered with the SPD Crisis Response Team (CRT) to identify persons suffering from mental illness frequenting the area to get them connected with services to address their issues and the adverse behaviors they engage in which are detrimental to the area. 

  This has resulted in a substantial increase of specialized patrol time around the Courthouse and Pioneer Square each month.  Additionally, officers have been brought in on an overtime basis to provide coverage when staffing levels are low.  This has required the expenditure of hundreds hours of overtime per month to maintain a Seattle Police presence in the area.  Officer generated “proactive activity” is also up significantly as when compared to the two previous years as a result of our directed deployments to the area. 

  West Precinct officers have been directed to address criminal issues when they observe them, but the minor nature of most of the offenses and the indifference of many offenders makes this a challenge in bringing about lasting change to the area.   We are still working with other agencies to address some of the environmental issues in the area that promote the street disorder such as the Prefontaine Fountain and the planters bordering the bike lane along the 400 block of 2nd Ave Extension South.    We believe that discussions with the service providers about better management of their clients who are directly outside their facility and engaged in disorder activity is a ‘next step’ that needs to be taken in the effort to change the street environment around the Courthouse. 

  Sidewalk encampments have also been identified as a priority due to their adverse impact on and magnification of the disorder environment in the area.  The Seattle Navigation Team is going out every morning to address the sidewalk obstructions at 2nd Ext So. and S. Main St, with the goal providing structure shelter and services while also discouraging the return of sidewalk encampments.  A similar effort recently was successful at preventing the return of an entrenched encampment underneath the Yesler Way over pass on 4th Avenue, and in City Hall Park. 

  SPD recognizes that there are still significant challenges that remain in the area, and that many of them cannot and will not be solved by police intervention only.  Improving the conditions in the area around the County Courthouse will take continued collaboration between police, public health, service providers, and other stakeholders to effectively address the complex environment that currently exist.  I assure you that SPD will maintain our commitment to this effort. 




Sincerely,
Tom Mahaffey
West Precinct Commander



Seattle Police Department, 610 Fifth Avenue, PO Box 34986, Seattle, WA 98124-4986
An equal employment opportunity, affirmative action employer.
Accommodations for people with disabilities provided upon request. Call (206) 233-7203 at least two weeks in advance.
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