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April 5, 2018


The Honorable Joe McDermott
Chair, King County Council
Room 1200
C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember McDermott:

This letter transmits an ordinance that will establish a shellfish protection district in Poverty Bay near the City of Federal Way in King County, and meet the requirements of RCW 90.72.

The Washington State Department of Health (Health) monitors and regulates commercial shellfish beds in Washington State. In the fall of 2016, Health downgraded the classification of 124 acres of commercial shellfish harvest area in Poverty Bay after monitoring showed that that water quality was not meeting state standards for fecal coliform.  Sources of pollution include pet waste in stormwater runoff and failing on-site septic systems. King County has been working with area cities and the Puyallup Tribe to identify sources of pollution and actions to address them.  This legislation formally establishes a Shellfish Protection District that is required by state law when shellfish beds are downgraded, and will help to coordinate city and county efforts to find and eliminate sources of bacterial pollution entering Poverty Bay in Puget Sound so that these shellfish beds can be reopened. 

Specifically, the ordinance will accomplish the following:

· Establish the geographic boundaries of a state required Shellfish Protection District
· Adopt by attachment, a Poverty Bay Shellfish Protection District Closure Response Plan.

Programs associated with the legislation also further the goals of key County plans and initiatives as follows:

· The programs associated with the legislation further the King County Strategic Plan goal of preserving open space and rural character by protecting near shore shellfish habitat from fecal coliform bacteria.
· The programs associated with the legislation further the King County Equity and Social Justice Initiative goal of developing tools for better engagement and access to services by moving from project based outreach to ongoing engagement and partnering with other organizations to facilitate consistent engagement with communities.
· The programs associated with the legislation further the Strategic Climate Action Plan goal of collaborating with local cities, residents, and other partners to prepare for the effect of climate change on the environment, human health, public safety, and the economy by coordinating with partners to address potential impacts to wild grown shellfish.

In developing the legislation, the Department of Natural Resources and Parks (DNRP) engaged the cities of Des Moines, Federal Way, Kent, and SeaTac; the Washington State Departments of Health, Ecology, Natural Resources and Transportation; the Washington State Parks and Recreation Commission; Public Health – Seattle and King County; the Lakehaven and Midway sewer districts; the University of Washington; and the Puyallup Tribe. DNRP convened several meetings from 2015 through 2017. In addition, comments on the draft legislation were solicited on three occasions between November 16, 2017, and January 15, 2018. These comments were incorporated into the legislation.

Thank you for considering this ordinance. This important legislation will help King County residents protect Puget Sound from sources of bacterial pollution.

If you have any questions about this ordinance, please contact Josh Baldi, Division Director of the Water and Land Resources Division of the Department of Natural Resources and Parks, at 206-477-9440.

Sincerely,




Dow Constantine
King County Executive
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