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Metropolitan King County Council
Transportation, Economy and Environment Committee

STAFF REPORT

	Agenda Item:
	[bookmark: _GoBack]6
	Name:
	Erin Auzins

	Proposed No.:
	2018-0072
	Date:
	February 20, 2018




SUBJECT

Proposed Motion 2018-0072 would confirm the appointment of Alaine Sommargren, who resides in Council District 2, to the King County Noxious Weed Control Board, for a partial term that expires on December 31, 2018.

BACKGROUND 

The Noxious Weed Control Program was established to carry out the mandates of state weed control law, chapter 17.10 Revised Code of Washington (RCW), which requires all public and private landowners to be responsible for eradicating or controlling weeds on their land. The Program is a county-wide program to control and prevent noxious weed infestations through early detection of possible infestations, by providing education on weed identification, weed ecology, and control methods.  With the exception of federal and tribal lands, the Program has county-wide jurisdiction and has the authority to inspect for noxious weeds and to inform a property owner if an infestation exists.  The Program may also take enforcement action to abate noxious weeds when a property owner has failed to comply following proper notice of the infestation.

The King County Noxious Weed Control Board sets county weed control priorities, annually adopts the county weed list, and administers the Noxious Weed Control Program throughout the County according to the requirements of the State Noxious Weed Law, RCW 17.10.  The Board was activated by the King County Council on August 7, 1992 in response to a citizen's petition to the Council.

The Board consists of five citizen volunteers who represent five districts and are authorized to hire a program coordinator. 

ANALYSIS

RCW 17.10.050 sets the requirements for the noxious weed control board members.  This section of state law requires five voting members appointed by the legislative authority.  The county is divided into five geographical areas, and a voting member is appointed from each geographical area. There is also a sixth non-voting member who represents the WSU Extension office

At least four of the voting members are required to be engaged in primary production of agricultural products[footnoteRef:1]. [1:  Defined in the RCW as "intended to provide for the growth and harvest of food and fiber".] 


	Name
	Weed 
District
	Council
 District
	Occupation
	Term Expires

	Alaine Sommargren
	1
	2
	Natural Resource Management
	12/31/18

	Rebecca Chaney
	2
	3
	Forester
	12/31/19

	John Browne
	3
	8
	Nursery owner
	12/31/18

	Grace Stiller
	4
	9
	Farmer (eggs)
	12/31/19

	Eldon Murray
	5
	7
	Farmer (hay, beef)
	12/31/19



The board members serve without compensation.

ATTACHMENTS

1. Proposed Motion 2018-0072
2. Transmittal Letter
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