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COMMITTEE ACTION

	
[bookmark: _GoBack]Proposed Substitute Ordinance 2018-0037 which would amend the Zoning Code to allow “regional transit authority facility” as a permitted use in the urban residential zones, passed out of committee on January 16, 2018, without recommendation. The ordinance was amended in committee to make technical corrections and clarify the regulations by adding a note to the dimensional standards on the exemption from setback and height requirements.




SUBJECT

Proposed Ordinance 2018-0037 would make changes to the zoning code to allow regional transit authority facilities within certain zoning districts in unincorporated King County. 

SUMMARY

Proposed Ordinance 2018-0037 would authorize a regional transit authority facility within urban residential zones.  This would allow Sound Transit to construct East Link along the northern boundary of Marymoor Park in unincorporated King County.  A striking amendment has been prepared that would clarify the regulations.

BACKGROUND 

Sound Transit’s East Link extension is planned to run along the northern boundary of Marymoor Park, which is located in unincorporated King County.  Executive staff have identified that the permitted uses in K.C.C. chapter 21A.08 do not currently allow light rail facilities within unincorporated King County.  This prevents the Department of Permitting and Environmental Review (DPER) from issuing permits for this project within unincorporated areas.  Attachment 5 includes a map of the alignment at Marymoor Park.

ANALYSIS

Proposed Ordinance 2018-0037 would make 2 changes:

· New Definition: It would add a definition for “regional transit authority facility” which would include a light rail facility serving more than one jurisdiction.

· Permitted Uses: It would add “regional transit authority facility” to the Regional Land Use table, and permit it outright (“P”) in the R1-8 zones.  A development condition is proposed that would exempt these facilities from setback and height requirements.

The area of the East Link alignment is zoned Residential, one dwelling unit per acre (R-1).  

Beyond the applicability to this one specific project, this change would allow light rail facilities to locate within other parts of the County. Most of the other areas within unincorporated King County that are inside the Sound Transit boundary have at least some R1 through R8 zoning.  It does not appear that any of these areas are along the route of planned light rail lines.  If another light rail line is planned through R1-R8 zoned areas in the future, as written the ordinance would allow that use outright and exempt the facilities from setback and height requirements. 

AMENDMENT

Striking Amendment S1 is included, that would make technical changes to update the ordinance to the current underlying code, and substantive amendments to clarify the regulations relating to this new use, by adding a note in the dimensional standards that the regional transit authority facilities are exempt from setback and height requirements.

Title Amendment T1 conforms the title to the changes made in Amendment S1.
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