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Ordinance 18561

Proposed No. 2017-0281 .I Sponsors Balducci and Lambert

AN ORDINANCE related to making appointments to fill

vacancies in King County district court; and amending

Ordinance 8350, Section 2, and K.C.C. 2.70.020.

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF KING COUNTY:

SECTION 1. Ordinance 83 50, Section 2, and K.C.C. 2.70.020 are hereby

6 amended to read as follows

The process to fill district court judicial vacancies shall be as follows:
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9 +he-eeuneil++viee)) Upon being appriped of an existing or scheduled vacanc)¡. the

10 presiding judge of the distriçt court shall promptly notify the chair of the county cou.ncil

tL of the vacancy byJrovidinq writtep notice to the clerk of the council.

12 B. The clerk of the council shall. no later than twent)' business da]¡s after the

13 clerk receives notice of the vacancy from the presiding judge:

1. Publish notice of the vacancy in the official county newspaper and in a

newspaper of general circulation within the district(Q);

2. Transmit ((N))gotice of the vacancy ((sna+alse+e*e*)) to the ((Sea*tle))

King County Bar Association ((SKCBA))), the V/ashington State Bar Association" the

V/ashington Administrative Offise of the Courts. the East King County Bar Association,

the South King County Bar Association((
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) and all b-ar asqosiations tþa1 are listed as

minority þar associatigns by thg Washington SJaIe Bar As.sgciation. Fqr thç pu{po,se of

this suþseption 8.2." poticç by email is suffici.ent; and

3.. Post nqtice of the v4canc)¡ on the counçil'q website.

C. The clefk's notice of the vacancy sh4ll:

1. Identifv the court district whçre the vacancy exists or will exist and the date

ofthe vacancy: and

2. .State the date by Which applic,ation matqrials for appointr,nent to fill the

vasancy must be delivered to the clerk of the council" which shall be forty-five days from

fha ¡{afa ^- which +Lo nlcrl¿ froncmifc rr¡riffon nnfinc ^f tho rrâ^ah^r/ rrnder crrhcpnfinn E[ ?

31 of this sçctiofr.

32 D. To be cgnsidered for appointment. a candidate must havç a qurrent ratins of"

33 at p mifiimum. "qualified" for a district court judicial position from the King Count)¡ Bar

34 Association and at least one other bar association operating in King Counly with an

35 eligible judicial candid.ate evaluation process. as defined in subsection F.2. of this section.

36 For the purposes of this section. ratings are "qurr_enI" until the expiration date stated in the

37 rating com.munication or until three vears after the date the rating communication was

38 issued if no expiration date is stated.

39 (M)) E. No later than the date listed in the notige of vacancl¡. an)'

40 individual((s)) wishing ((eonsideration)) to be conside_red for appointment ((shaltåe

4t submi+æd)) must dgliver to the clerk of the council ((@
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2



Ordinance 18561

eandida*es)). in electronic form. the following:

L A letter of interest" which .must specify the division of the district court to

which the applicant is reqqesting appointment and shoqld explain why thq individual

wishes to serve as a district court judge. how the applicant is qualified to do so and

speqif-v the 4ivision of the district cou,rt to which the applicant is requesting appqintment;

2. The individual's resume;

3. A copy of the completed responses to questio4naires submitte-d to the King

Count)¡ Bar Association to obtai.n its ratingl

4. The individual's current bar association {atings for appointment to the district

court. as defined in subsection D. of this section. in the form of a cop)¡ of the

comml.mication frqm each bar associatioq informing the individual of the rating: and

{ Â nr¡ orrnnnrfinc infnrmafinn +ho i- dlrcl rx¡nrrlrl like the nnrrnnil fn nnncirlpr

(e-.)) F.l. Any ((ether)) bar ((greup)) association operating in King Counjy with

an ((established)) eligible judicial candidate evaluation ((preee¿ure)) process may ((ake))

review and evaluate the candidates. A ((gfoup)) bar association's ratins must specify that

the rating applies to appointment of the individual to the district court and should specify

the duration of the ratins. A bar association rating that was current as dqflnpd in

subsection D. of this section when submitted bv the applicant in accordpnce with this

valid for the intment

2. For the pprposes of subsections D. and F.1 . of this section. "bar association

operating in Ki4g County with an ((estagUsne¿)) eligible judicial candidate evaluation

((preee¿wesna+)) process" meang a bar association ((greup)) operatine in King Countv

that has:
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66 (( )) a. a judicial evaluation prgcess that is open

67 to any candidate(O) who is elieible under state law for appointment to the district court;

68 and

69 ((+.-¡Vhieþhas)) b. written ((bf+a¡¡rs)) procedures and criteria governing its

70 judicial evaluation process((;

7t

72

73 4, V/hieh has been aetively evaluating judieial eandidates fer at least twe 
''ears,

74 l-', SKCB^ shall re

75
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77 ine

78 ive
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81 ing.

82 B)) and makes copies of such procedures and criteria available upon request.

83 G.1. The committee of the whole shall;

84 a. ((r))Review the written application materials of all elisible candidates

85 ((and)) received by the deadline in subsection C.2. of this section:

86 b.(1) By parliamentary motion. select from among the eligible candidatçs the

87 final candidates to be interviewed by the committee.

88 (2) Committee of the whole members shall consider candidates'bar
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89 associ?tion r4lings in.the members' selection of final ca¡djdates.

The chair of the ttee of whole shall

which the go{nmitJee of the whole will receive reçommgndations for selectirÌg final

candidates to be interviewed by the committee. which may include requestirlg up to four

commiltee members to jointly evaluate the qualifications of the cand_idates and to make

recommendations to the committee of the whole on selection of final candidates. The

requesl.ed uommil.l.ee mernbprs shall be selecteil b.v the ch4ir of tþe commil.tee of the

whole after soliciting committee members about their interest in serving:

c. interview the final candidates; and

d. make a recommendation _A4fqvided in K.C.C. 1.2 to the council

would

appoint(nent. The motion reported out of committee must specify the position number

for the vasancy being filled and need not i(rclude the name of the individual to be

appointed.

(F)) H. The ((finat)) council shall make thg appointment ((@

€ounei+)) by adoption of a legislative motion ((fren*+he-eandieates ref€rr€dæ

@). The person appointed must be one of the persons interviewed

by the committee of the whole.

F. The council may, by parliamentary lootion, direct that the selection process

prescribed in this section be repeated to allow additional applications to fill the vacant

positio4 or positions.
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1,12

110 SECTION 2. This ordinance takes effect ninety days after the date of its

tL1, enactment.

Ordinance 18561 was introduced on 71512017 and passed by the Metropolitan King
County Council on 8ll4l20I7 ,by the following vote:

Yes: 9 - Mr. von Reichbauer, Mr. Gossett, Ms. Lambert, Mr. Dunn.
Mr. McDermott, Mr. Dembowski, Mr. Upthegrove, Ms. Kohl-V/elles
and Ms. Balducci
No:0
Excused:0

KING COUNTY COUNCIL
KING COUNTY, WASHINGTON
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AppRovED tnis þ aay or bLt(4)6'T- .zon.

Dow Constantine, County Executive

Attachments: None
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