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March 17, 2017


The Honorable Joe McDermott
Chair, King County Council
Room 1200
C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember McDermott:

This letter transmits a motion for Council acceptance of the report on the Best Starts for Kids (BSK) Youth and Family Homelessness Prevention Initiative (YFHPI) awarded contracts for services funding.

The BSK YFHPI Implementation Plan approved by Ordinance 18373 required that the Executive transmit to Council a report listing agencies funded under the YFHPI within six weeks after each Request for Proposal (RFP) process is concluded and contracts are signed. The Department of Community and Human Services (DCHS) concluded the RFP process for YFHPI services funding and the last services contract was signed February 2, 2017. At this time, 26 agencies have signed contracts and DCHS is working to obtain a signature on the 27th contract. The enclosed report, Attachment A, details the process and agencies selected to provide progressive case management with flexible funding to families and youth who are disproportionately represented in the homeless system. 

Data from the Homeless Management Information System demonstrate the need to address the disproportionate risk of homelessness among people in racial and ethnic communities, particularly Native Americans/Alaska Natives and African Americans, and for youth who identify as lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgendered and queer (LGBTQ). Native Americans are seven times more likely to become homeless and African Americans are five times more likely to become homeless. Of youth who are homeless, at least 20 percent of young people accessing services identify as LGBTQ, compared to four percent of the population. As discussed in Ordinance 18285, as amended by Ordinance 18373, and the BSK YFHPI Implementation Plan, the purpose of the YFHPI program is to address this clear disproportionality:

Ordinance 18285, Lines 61-65 indicate:

K. The services identified in the implementation plan will address the disproportionality in race, ethnicity and LGBTQ orientation in people who are newly homeless by allocating funds to provider organizations and agencies that will easily be able to identify families and individuals who are at imminent risk of homelessness. 
The 27 agencies selected for YFHPI funding are geographically and culturally appropriate providers that are already working with the populations targeted for services and identified by Council as being disproportionately represented in the homeless system. The selection of these agencies to receive funding meet the requirement outlined in the BSK YFHPI Implementation Plan to assure that funds truly address racial, ethnic and LGBTQ disproportionality in homelessness.

Since the goal of the Youth and Family Homelessness Prevention Initiative is to identify and intervene with youth or families who are at imminent risk of homelessness, the agencies receiving funding should be those most likely to already be working with families or youth most at risk of homelessness.” 
– Page 19, BSK YFHPI Implementation Plan

Providing YFHPI funding to the selected agencies, which includes small cultural or ethnic organizations, to provide services to youth and family who are at risk of homelessness reflects the goals of the King County Equity and Social Justice Initiative and aligns with the King County Strategic Plan. It furthers the directives identified in the draft Equity and Social Justice Strategic Plan 2016-2022 of “Investing in community-based partnerships that will steadily inform the County’s decision-making and foster full and equitable civic participation.” This contract also furthers Goal 2 of Community Partnerships “By expanding and promoting diversity among applicant pool by creating pro-equity contracting processes that are visible and accessible to contractors of varied size and capacity, consistent with state and federal law.”

It is estimated that this report required approximately three staff hours to produce, costing $140.

If you have questions, please contact Department of Community and Human Services Director Adrienne Quinn at 206-263-9100.

Sincerely,



Dow Constantine
King County Executive
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