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SUBJECT

A briefing on the Department of Elections’ plan for evaluating the effectiveness of translation and limited English proficiency outreach efforts.

SUMMARY

The King County Department of Elections (“Elections”) will provide a briefing to the Government Accountability and Oversight Committee on its evaluation plan related to providing voting materials, translation services and outreach as prescribed in Ordinance 18239, Section 16, Proviso (P3). 

BACKGROUND 

In 2015, Council adopted Ordinance 18086, which directed the Director of Elections to make voting materials available in Spanish and Korean, beginning with the 2016 General election.

Subsequent to the adoption of Ordinance 18086, Council authorized $356,000 of supplemental appropriation in Elections’ 2015/2016 operating budget in Ordinance 18239, subject to an expenditure restriction and a proviso, in order to provide funding for the additional voting materials, translation services and outreach for the two new languages (Spanish and Korean).

The expenditure restriction (ER1) in Ordinance 18239 reads:

ER1 EXPENDITURE RESTRICTION:
       Of this appropriation, $356,000 shall be expended or encumbered solely for costs associated with the provision of voting materials in additional languages and related outreach as required by K.C.C. 2.16.136 and 2.16.137.

The budget proviso in Ordinance 18239 required the Director of Elections to transmit a plan for evaluating the effectiveness of translation and limited English proficiency outreach efforts.

The proviso (P3) in Ordinance 18239 reads:
 
P3 PROVIDED FURTHER THAT:
       Of the $356,000 appropriation, restricted by Expenditure Restriction ER1 of this section, $50,000 shall not be expended or encumbered until the director of elections submits to the council a plan for evaluating the effectiveness of translation and limited English proficiency outreach efforts.  The plan shall reference the subject matter, the proviso's ordinance, ordinance section and proviso number.  The plan shall include, but not be limited to:
                     A.  The number of ballots received for each language for each primary and general election in the last five years, up to and including the 2016 presidential primary;
                     B.  The number of households with registered voters that received voting materials in each language for each primary and general election in the last five years, up to and including the 2016 presidential primary;
                     C. The number of and value of grants or contracts awarded to nonprofit organizations to expand outreach efforts in limited English proficiency communities and the performance measures that organizations receiving these awards will utilize to evaluate the effectiveness of their outreach efforts;
                     D.  The number of ambassadors recruited to support limited English proficiency communities and the performance measures that the department of elections will utilize to evaluate the effectiveness of the ambassador program; and
                     E. Explore cost control strategies, including but not be limited to collaboration with other county agencies and the community, in providing translation services.
       The plan required to be submitted by this proviso must be filed by June 30, 2016, in the form of a paper original and an electronic copy with the clerk of the council, who shall retain the original and provide an electronic copy to all councilmembers, the council chief of staff and the lead staff for the government, accountability and oversight committee, or its successor and the lead staff for the budget and fiscal management committee, or its successor and the citizens' elections oversight committee.

ANALYSIS

Elections transmitted its plan entitled, “Evaluation Plan: Translation and Outreach to Limited English Speaking Communities”, (“the Plan”) (Attachment 1) in time to meet the proviso response deadline of June 30, 2016. The Plan includes the five reporting elements outlined in the budget proviso (P3) of Ordinance 18239.

The budget proviso does not require action by the Council on Elections’ evaluation plan.                    
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