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SUBJECT

A briefing on King County’s maritime & recreational boat industry impact on the local economy.

SUMMARY

Eugene Wasserman, President of the North Seattle Industrial Association and others involved in maritime and recreational boating industries will brief the committee on related businesses and business activities contributing to the economic health and job growth in Seattle and King County.  The presentation is anticipated to also address maritime industry concerns and emerging issues.

BACKGROUND

Maritime Industry in Seattle

The City of Seattle Office of Economic Development reports that the maritime sector is a distinct segment of the manufacturing and industrial sector and includes businesses engaged in fishing, water transportation, ship building and repair, marine goods and services, seafood processing, cold storage, and marine construction. The industry provides more than 22,000 jobs and contributes approximately $2.1 billion to the local economy.[footnoteRef:1]  Some reports place average maritime industry wages at $70,000 or more annually.[footnoteRef:2] [1:  City of Seattle, Office of Economic Development “Key Industries” website for Manufacturing and Maritime industries]  [2:  Seattle Marine Business Coalition website statistic, based on a 2009 study by Paul Sommers, Ph.D., Seattle University and Andrew Winze, Ph.D., University of Washington on Seattle’s Maritime Cluster.] 


Seattle's maritime industry sector provides important economic diversification, includes many stable, multi-generational companies that provide family-wage jobs, and maintains a long-standing competitive advantage for the city[footnoteRef:3]. [3: City of Seattle, Office of Economic Development “Key Industries” website for Manufacturing and Maritime industries] 


According to the City of Seattle’s Office of Economic Development, maritime-related businesses benefit by locating in Seattle due to:
· Proximity to distributors, suppliers, and customers
· Fresh water berths
· Deep water access
· Access to waterborne, rail, truck, and airborne freight shipping modes that converge in the city

Maritime industries in Seattle and King County include commercial fishing, ship and boat building and repair, tug and towing companies, passenger vessel companies, and recreational boating businesses, including maintenance and repair facilities, and moorage. Information regarding the Maritime Cluster for the Central Puget Sound Region, including King, Kitsap, Pierce and Snohomish Counties can be found on Attachment 1.

North Seattle Industrial Association

The North Seattle Industrial Association (NSIA) notes on its website that its mission is to represent the concerns of North Seattle's maritime and industrial businesses and property owners.  Members are generally located in the industrial zone areas of North Seattle in Fremont, Ballard and Interbay communities.
 
The goal of NSIA is to continue the economic viability of these businesses, increase economic growth, provide gainful employment for local/regional residents, and to promote responsible business practices (both socially and environmentally) for member businesses in their respective local communities.
 
NSIA has been in operation for over twenty years. The association has approximately 45 members. They are committed to maintaining a viable and productive maritime, manufacturing, and industrial environment in which their businesses can prosper.

Issues and concerns of Maritime Industries

The NSIA and other associations such as the Seattle Marine Business Coalition advocate on behalf of small and large marine businesses to maintain and grow the marine industrial business sector (and associated jobs)[footnoteRef:4].  The Northwest Marine Trade Association advocates on behalf of the recreational boating industry[footnoteRef:5]. [4:  As noted on the respective websites for NSIA and Seattle Marine Business Coalition]  [5:  As noted on the website for the Northwest Marine Trade Association] 


Concerns of this business sector, based on reviews of local associations’ legislative priorities and action lists[footnoteRef:6] include: [6:  Summarized from the NSIA “activities” and Seattle Marine Business Coalition ‘Action Agenda’] 


· Maintaining and training a skilled workforce for both shore-side and shipboard positions
· Preserving existing marine industrial lands (by addressing zoning and proximity of conflicting uses)
· Maintaining access to industrial lands (including use of street ends, addressing non-compatible or conflicting uses, etc.)
· Maintaining public infrastructure associated with maritime uses (including roadways, piers, and other facilities)
· Assuring freight and vehicle mobility (addressing both local and regional transport of goods to/from maritime sites)
· Addressing regulatory concerns such as Shoreline Management Plans and waterfront development plans, state discharge regulations, maintenance of the Ballard Locks, environmental cleanup projects.

The briefing is expected to provide an overview of the economic benefits and impacts of the local maritime industry and may highlight some of the potential maritime industrial sector challenges facing the industry, and emerging issues. 


ATTACHMENTS

1. Puget Sound Regional Council Maritime Cluster Profile (2015) 
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INVITED

1. Eugene Wasserman, President, North Seattle Industrial Association
2. Elliot Strong, Coastal Transportation
3. Peter Schrappen, Northwest Marine Trade Association
4. Jan Koslosky, Ocean Beauty Seafoods, LLC 
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