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SUBJECT

An ordinance approving the City of Auburn 2016 Comprehensive Sewer Plan (General Sewer Plan).

SUMMARY

Proposed Ordinance 2016-0276 would approve the City of Auburn’s 2016 Comprehensive Sewer Plan, meeting the requirement for a water and sewer district to operate in unincorporated King County.  

BACKGROUND 

The City of Auburn owns and operates a municipal sewer system that primarily serves the City as well as unincorporated lands in King County contiguous with the City. The sewer system consists of 15 sewer pump stations, approximately 5,200 utility access points, and approximately 200 miles of sewers and force mains. The system is intended to collect and convey only sanitary flow, but the flow also includes rainfall-derived infiltration and inflow. The wastewater flow is conveyed to the King County Regional Wastewater System for treatment and disposal at the South Treatment Plant in Renton.

King County Utility Comprehensive Plan Criteria

King County Code Chapter 13.24 requires the Utilities Technical Review Committee (UTRC) to review and make recommendations to the Executive and County Council on the adequacy of all  water and sewer comprehensive plans and related matters, and to determine whether the plan:

· Is consistent with the King County Comprehensive Plan,
· Is consistent with local comprehensive plans,
· Reflects current supply and demand,
· Forecasts future supply and demand, 
· Provides a capital plan for obtaining, using, storing and conveying water and sewage, and 
· Provides sufficient information to demonstrate the utility district’s ability to provide service consistent with all applicable laws and regulations.

In addition to satisfying the requirement of KCC Chapter 13.24, the County's approval also provides state regulatory agencies with the determination required under RCW 43.20.260 that the Plan is consistent with the King County Comprehensive Plan and implementing development regulations.

King County Comprehensive Plan wastewater policies F-214, and F-255 through F-264 call for consistency with other adopted plans, pursuit of reclaimed water, and protection of water resources. 

UTRC ANALYSIS OF AUBURN’S SEWER PLAN

The UTRC finalized its review of the Plan on March 16, 2016.  The UTRC found the Plan meets the requirements of KCC chapter 13.24 and has recommended its approval.  Highlights of the Plan, as reviewed by the UTRC, are outlined below. 

Service Area:  Auburn’s service area includes the City as well as unincorporated areas contiguous with the City. Auburn provides sanitary sewer service to property located on the eastern portion of Pacific’s municipal boundary, which lies in the vicinity of Auburn’s wastewater infrastructure. 

The communities that surround the City administer their own wastewater conveyance and collection systems. 

· In the northeast corner of the City, within the Lea Hill sewer basin, are small reas served by the Soos Creek Water & Sewer District and the City of Kent. 

· The Lakehaven Utility District provides service within a portion of the City’s West Hill Service Area.

The City of Algona borders the City of Auburn to the southwest and provides sewer service to a small area in southwest Auburn, within the City limits and adjacent to Algona.

All of the City’s sewer service area is within the Urban Growth Area except for a portion located within the Muckleshoot Indian Reservation, which is located within and to the southeast of Auburn city limits. The City provides wastewater service to the Muckleshoot Indian Tribe’s property located outside city limits. 

Facilities:  The sewer system consists of 15 sewer pump stations, approximately 5,200 utility access points, and approximately 200 miles of sewers and force mains. The system is intended to collect and convey only sanitary flow, but the flow also includes rainfall-derived infiltration and inflow.

System Improvements:  The Plan contains a capital improvement plan with a six year cost of $ 11,590,000. The City also has a list of projects at a cost of $21,181,000 for construction between 2022 and 2035. The City identified funding sources for the proposed improvement projects which include rates, general facilities charges and bond proceeds.

[bookmark: _GoBack]SEPA:  The City completed a State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA) checklist for the Plan and, as lead agency, issued a determination of nonsignificance for the issuance of the Plan on May 6, 2015, with no appeals.

ATTACHMENTS

1. Proposed Ordinance 2016-0275 (and its attachments)
2. Transmittal Letter
3. Fiscal Note
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