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March 31, 2016


The Honorable Joe McDermott
Chair, King County Council
Room 1200
C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember McDermott:

This letter transmits the King County Executive’s response to the 2015/2016 Biennial Budget Ordinance, Ordinance 17941, Section 61, as amended by Ordinance 18178, Section 2, Proviso P1, requesting a report addressing the options available to the County to continue the practice of transporting individuals from evaluation and treatment (E&T) facilities to Involuntary Treatment Act (ITA) court and on County expenditures related to video appearances for ITA court respondents; and the accompanying motion to accept the report.

The expanding use of video hearings in ITA Court as an alternative to ambulance transportation and in-person hearings is a response to decisions by King County Superior Court. As such, in implementing this approach, the ITA Court, Department of Community and Human Services (DCHS), Department of Public Defense (DPD), and Prosecuting Attorney’s Office (PAO) are following a court order.

A range of factors have contributed to the development and use of video court hearings as an alternative to ambulance transportation to meet the needs of individuals whom a judge has ordered to inpatient mental health treatment under the Involuntary Treatment Act (ITA). Among these are:
· Continued significant caseload growth in the Court;
· Long-term contracting challenges with King County’s few ambulance providers;
· Effects on individuals of ambulance transportation under restraint to their ITA court hearings and comparative benefits to those patients when video hearings are used;
· Efficiencies in ITA Court operations; and
· Cost savings associated with the use of video hearings.

This proviso response provides essential background on:
· The legal procedures involved in administration of Washington’s Involuntary Treatment Act or ITA;
· Caseload growth in King County’s ITA Court;
· King County’s work to address growing ITA Court demand, specifically the work of the Community Alternatives to Boarding Task Force;
· Current access options for ITA Court respondents; and
· The status of current policies, court orders, and legal challenges regarding the use of video hearings.

This report describes:
· The County’s efforts to contract with an ambulance provider to preserve the option of in-person hearings at ITA Court;
· The benefits of in-person hearings and the benefits of video hearings, including the impact on individuals, evaluation and treatment (E&T) providers, and the witnesses, families, judges, designated mental health professionals (DMHPs), attorneys, and staff who participate in the ITA court system; and
· One-time expenditures and expected ongoing cost savings associated with the switch to video hearings.

According to many stakeholders, the potential benefits of video hearings to patients, to E&T facilities and to the ITA Court itself are significant in terms of both continuity of clinical care and procedural efficiency. In addition, options for ambulance transport and the accompanying necessary patient supervision have been exhaustively explored, without any ambulance provider coming forward to take on this responsibility. At the same time, this approach significantly limits the rights of any respondents who may prefer to attend their hearings in person, and creates logistical challenges for DPD in its efforts to serve respondents in disparate locations throughout the county.

In response to direction from Superior Court, the ITA Court and King County’s E&Ts increasingly use video hearings. Although DPD has continuing concerns about the approach, the video hearing strategy is viewed by Superior Court, prosecutors, and DCHS as a way to deliver timely, humane, and appropriate adjudication of cases and to eliminate ongoing burden and expense for respondents, providers, and the Court.

This report addresses the County’s efforts to address several strategic plan priorities and equity and social justice (ESJ) issues:
· In the Health and Human Potential domain, helping to protect the health of communities and ensuring a network of integrated and effective health and human services is available to people in need;
· In the Service Excellence domain, improving the efficiency of county programs, services, and systems; and
· Improving access to health and human services, a key Equity and Social Justice (ESJ) determinant of equity.


It is estimated that this report required 63 staff hours to produce, costing $3,627. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at 206-263-9100.

Sincerely,



Dow Constantine
King County Executive

Enclosures

cc:	King County Councilmembers
		ATTN: Carolyn Busch, Chief of Staff
			 Anne Noris, Clerk of the Council
	Carrie S. Cihak, Chief of Policy Development, King County Executive Office
	Dwight Dively, Director, Office of Performance, Strategy and Budget
	Adrienne Quinn, Director, Department of Community and Human Services (DCHS)
Jim Vollendroff, Director, Behavioral Health and Recovery Division, DCHS
