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Metropolitan King County Council
Transportation, Economy and Environment Committee

STAFF REPORT

	Agenda Item:
	5
	Name:
	Erin Auzins
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	2015-0520
	Date:
	March 1, 2016




SUBJECT

Proposed Motion 2015-0520 would approve a report regarding a work plan for basin stewardship for the Green river. The motion and report respond to a proviso in Ordinance 18110, Section 43, Proviso P2.

SUMMARY

Proposed Motion 2015-0520 includes a work plan for implementing basin stewardship along the Lower Green River. The work plan includes current and proposed strategies for replanting vegetation in this area, as a way to reduce water temperature and improve habitat for salmon in the Green River.  The work plan calls for a basin steward to be funded as part of the 2017/2018 biennial budget, to focus on coordination of efforts with other agencies and groups, and implementation of the strategies outlined in the plan.

BACKGROUND 

The Green River, and especially the Lower Green River, is known to have high water temperatures.  The Department of Ecology published a Green River Temperature Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL): Water Quality Improvement Report in 2011[footnoteRef:1].  The TMDL Report notes that the most effective way to address high water temperatures in the Lower Green is to revegetate the entire Green River and major tributaries. [1:  https://fortress.wa.gov/ecy/publications/summarypages/1110046.html ] 


[bookmark: _GoBack]As part of the first omnibus to the 2015/2016 biennial budget, the Council adopted a proviso requiring a report on a work plan for basin stewardship on the Green River:

	“P2 PROVIDED FURTHER THAT:
Of this appropriation, $500,000 shall not be expended or encumbered until the executive transmits a work plan for basin stewardship for the Green river and a motion that approves the work plan and the motion is passed by the council.  The motion shall reference the subject matter, the proviso's ordinance, ordinance section and proviso number in both the title and body of the motion.
The work plan shall include, but not be limited to:
A.  A focus on nonregulatory strategies to reduce water temperatures along the twenty-one-mile-long Lower Green river, including public education and engagement, use of tax incentive programs, grant programs and other public tools available to individual land owners, as well as securing private funding where appropriate;
B.  A budget for a dedicated, full-time ReGreen the Green Steward, modeled after King County's basin stewardship program.  The position shall be administered by King County and shall work closely with the King County Flood Control Zone District, cities along the Lower Green river and the Muckleshoot Tribe, to identify, coordinate and help implement opportunities and programs to establish a continuous, tall tree canopy along the twenty-one-mile-long Lower Green river shoreline, such that there is "Maximum Potential Shade," as defined in the Green River Total Maximum Daily Load report, and to implement the solar radiation maps, known as the Riparian Aspect Priorities Map, prepared by the Muckleshoot Indian Tribe; and
C.  A plan for the number or portions of FTEs necessary to accomplish the stewardship work contemplated by this proviso and how the position or positions will be funded, through county funds or partially or wholly with local and regional funding partners through interlocal agreements.
The executive must file the report and motion required by this proviso by December 1, 2015, in the form of a paper original and an electronic copy with the clerk of the council, who shall retain the original and provide an electronic copy to all councilmembers, the council chief of staff, the policy staff director and the lead staff for the transportation, economy and environment committee, or its successor.

ANALYSIS

The Executive transmitted a report and motion responding to each component of the proviso.

· A focus on nonregulatory strategies to reduce water temperatures along the twenty-one-mile-long Lower Green river.  The report notes the current strategies being considered or implemented on the Green River system, including public education and engagement efforts, replanting efforts, tax incentive programs, grant programs, planning efforts.

The report then notes other non-regulatory strategies that could be pursued. It notes that these come from Ecology's TMDL Report and focus on providing more shade and improving riparian areas along the River. These strategies include a ReGreen the Green Campaign to encouraging establishment of shade on local rivers and streams; and a study of the Howard Hanson Dam Operation for water quality and temperature management.

· A budget for a dedicated, full-time ReGreen the Green Steward. The report notes that the position would cost $166,315 in 2015 dollars, and that Water and Lands Resources will pursue funding as part of the 2017/2018 biennial budget process. The report further notes that the position would be paid for by a combination of Flood District watershed money, surface water management fees, and additional partner funding through WRIA 9.

· A plan for the number or portions of FTEs necessary to accomplish the stewardship work. The report, and further communication with DNRP staff, indicate that no additional FTEs would be necessary to implement the stewardship work plan outlined in this report.  The basin steward would be sufficient to implement the strategies outlined in the report, with the potential for partnering with other local governments, nonprofit organizations and private landowners and businesses to implement the work program.

ATTACHMENTS

1. Proposed Motion 2015-0520 with attachment
2. Transmittal Letter
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