The Honorable Joe McDermott
March 1, 2016
Page 2













March 1, 2016


The Honorable Joe McDermott
Chair, King County Council
Room 1200
C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember McDermott:

This letter transmits two ordinances relating to the Best Starts for Kids (BSK) initiative that will enable King County to fund and carry out prevention and early intervention strategies to improve the health and well-being of children, youth and their communities.

The first ordinance establishes the implementation plan relating to the BSK Youth and Family Homelessness Prevention Initiative, as required by Ordinance 18088. The plan outlines how King County will prevent and divert children, youth and their families from becoming homeless. In accordance with Ordinance 18088, the enclosed Youth and Family Homelessness Prevention Implementation Plan (Attachment A), was developed in collaboration with the children and youth advisory board.  

As you are aware, the growing homelessness crisis in our region shows a great need for investment in prevention strategies. The data shows that over fifty-percent of people who become homeless are homeless for the first time; yet, many existing resources are available only after one becomes homeless. The Youth and Family Homelessness Prevention Initiative Implementation Plan is intended to avoid this crisis for youth and families because we know that homelessness can have long lasting negative consequences on children and youth.

The homelessness crisis disproportionately affects people of color and youth who identify as lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgendered and queer (LGBTQ). The Youth and Family Homelessness Prevention Initiative Implementation Plan seeks to target resources to address this disparity. The plan outlines the strategy to prevent families and youth from entering homelessness while addressing the disproportionality in race and LGBTQ orientation in people who are newly homeless. The implementation plan focuses on client-centered, outcomes-focused case management and flexible financial assistance so that community agencies can easily identify individuals and families who are about to become homeless and prevent them from entering homelessness.  
The second ordinance makes a supplemental appropriation for the 2016 portion of the BSK Youth and Family Homelessness Prevention Initiative, making a supplemental appropriation to the Department of Community and Human Services of $3,166,667 to the BSK fund and $3,166,667 to the housing opportunity fund; and amends the 2015/2016 Biennial Budget Ordinance, Ordinance 18207, Section 1 as amended, and Ordinance 17941, Section 103, as amended.

King County’s efforts to improve the health and well-being of youth and the community, especially in relation to housing and the homelessness crisis, furthers the County’s priority of equity and social justice. The strategies and services outlined in the implementation plan in the first ordinance to prevent homeless youth and families, and the supplemental appropriations for the BSK fund and housing opportunity fund, reflect the goals of the King County Equity and Social Justice Initiative and align with the Strategic Plan’s “fair and just” principle, as it supports actions and partnerships that provide equitable opportunities for all people and communities. 

It is estimated that this report required 60 staff hours to produce, costing $6,306. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Thank you for your consideration of these two ordinances as we continue to address the health and well-being of our community, including the growing crisis of homelessness. This legislation will help King County fund and carry out vital prevention and early intervention strategies to achieve healthier communities and to prevent and reduce the number of youth and families who are homeless. 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Adrienne Quinn, Department of Community and Human Services Director, at 206-263-9100.

Sincerely,



Dow Constantine
King County Executive
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