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SUBJECT

RESOLUTION establishing a framework for completing a comprehensive floodplain management plan for the Tolt River as part of the King County Flood Control District’s capital improvement program. 

BACKGROUND

The Tolt River Corridor Plan is focused on the lower six miles of the Tolt River, where flooding problems are most significant and where the County maintains a system of flood containment levees. The Plan will recommend a suite of actions within the river corridor, comprised of its levees, floodplain, channel migration zone, and riparian areas to achieve the goals and objectives outlined in this framework.

An assessment of existing and projected future conditions has been completed, including data collection, computer modeling, technical analysis, and consultation with local residents and interested stakeholders.  This information base helps describe existing and future conditions, and suggest goals and objectives for corridor management.
A framework document, drafted by Clint Loper of Water and Land Services, defining the corridor planning process is attached.



ANALYSIS

Major goals for the planning process mirror goals from the County-wide Flood Hazard Management Plan.  Provisional objectives engage specific concerns and needs within the corridor.  The planning process encourages engagement between staff, government, interest groups and citizens to produce a plan that covers issues from the immediate concerns over at-risk properties, flooding and landslides to longer-range issues with a 50-year horizon.   One of the major objectives of the process is a commitment to equity, which correlates to the diverse needs of the farming community, the City of Carnation, and local King County residents.

SUMMARY 

This resolution provides formal direction for the planning process by adopting a framework for completing a comprehensive floodplain management program.
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