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SUBJECT

Approving a water franchise for the Mariani Water System.

SUMMARY

Council approval of franchise applications is required as a prerequisite for operating in unincorporated King County, granting right-or-way construction permits, granting new or renewed franchises, and service boundary annexations.  Proposed Ordinance 2014-0218 would approve a water franchise for the Mariani Water System, located in Council District Nine. 

BACKROUND

Franchise Application Process
In accordance with King County Code (KCC) 6.27.020 and the Revised Code of Washington (RCW) 36.55.010, utilities operating in a county’s right-of-way are to hold valid franchises as a prerequisite to approval of permits for facility placement and construction.  The county’s requirement for valid franchise agreements is only applicable to the unincorporated areas.

Applications for right-of way franchise agreements are reviewed by the County’s Department of Executive Services as well as the Utilities and Technical Review Committee (UTRC).  Approval by the UTRC is required prior to transmittal of the application to the King County Council (KCC 6.27.050).

In order to receive approval, franchise applications for right-of-way are subject to meet the following criteria as established in KCC 6.27.060:

· Consistency with the utility’s current comprehensive plan as approved by the King County Council.
· Consistency with the King County Comprehensive Plan.
· Consistency with King County road standards for accommodation of utility right-of-way.
· Consistency with Seattle-King County Department of Public Health sanitation regulations.
· Consistency with King County standards for water mains and fire hydrants.
· Agreement to maintain and repair facilities and accessory facilities within the right-of-way at no additional expense to the county.
· Agreement to remove, relocate or repair facilities and accessory facilities at no additional expense to the county in the event that the county identifies such a need.
· Agreement to seek permits for all construction within the right-of-way.
· Agreement to share facility and accessory facility placement and design information with the county in the event that the county requires excavation of the site.

Franchise Application for the Mariani Water System
This ordinance would approve a new water franchise for the Mariani Water System. The proposed franchise would provide Mariani Water System the opportunity to replace an old franchise that is now expired. The proposed franchise is in unincorporated King County within County Council District Nine.  

ANALYSIS

Mariani’s Comprehensive Water System Plan was approved by the King County Council in Ordinance 14264, pursuant to recommendation of the King County Utility Technical Review Committee (UTRC).  The UTRC has approved Mariani’s franchise application as meeting the requirements of K.C.C. 6.27.060.

This franchise agreement would incorporate the most recent state legislative amendments regarding capital recovery for water purveyor installations of fire suppression systems as allowed under state law.  It also would bring Mariani into compliance with King County franchise requirements.  This agreement would ensure continuing water service to the public served by the water association.  This ordinance complies with the King County Strategic Plan by shaping a built environment that allows communities to flourish.

Application Fees and Advertising
KCC 6.27.050, in accordance with RCW 36.55.040, requires an advertised public hearing for franchise agreements.   Pending committee action, the public hearing will be advertised in compliance with the 15-day public notice requirement.  The applicant has already paid a franchise application fee.  Revenues from franchise application fees are credited to the current expense fund (KCC 6.27.054).

REASONABLENESS

Adoption of Proposed Ordinance 2014-0268 appears to be a reasonable business decision. 

ATTACHMENTS

1. Proposed Ordinance 2014-0268, with attachments
2. Fiscal note
3. Transmittal letter, dated June 13, 2014
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