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WAC 197-11-960 Environmental Checklist 

Purpose of Checklist: 

The State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA), chapter 43.21 RCW, requires all governmental 
agencies to consider the environmental impacts of a proposal before making decisions. An 
environmental impact statement (EIS) must be prepared for all proposals with probable 
significant adverse impacts on the quality of the environment. The purpose of this checklist is to 
provide information to help the agency, citizens, and other reviewers identify impacts from the 
proposal, to possibly reduce or avoid impacts from the proposal, and to help the agency decide 
whether an EIS is required. 

ENVIRONMENTAL CHECKLIST 

A. BACKGROUND 

1. Name of Proposed Project: 
2013 King County Transportation Concurrency Management (TCM) Program update to King 
County Code 14. 70. 

2. Name of Applicant: 
King County Department of Transportation 
Road Services Division 

3. Address and phone number of applicant and contact person: 
Josh Peters, Transportation Planning Supervisor, 206-477-3630 
Strategic Business Operations Section 
King County Department of Transportation 
Road Services Division 
King Street Center, Mail Stop: KSC-TR-0317 
201 South Jackson Street 
Seattle, WA 98104-3856 
A TIN: Tina Morehead, Senior Environmental Engineer, 206-477-3551 
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Please contact the Transportation Planning Supervisor ror questions related to the TCM 
update and code revision. Contact the Environmental Engineer for questions related to 
content of the SEPA environmental checklist and environmental issues. 

4. Date Checklist Prepared: 
November 4, 20 I} 

5. Agency requesting checklist: 
King County Road Services Division 

6. Proposed timing or schedule (including phasing, if applicable): 
It is anticipated that the King County Executive will transmit the ordinance to the King 
County Council in December 2013. The Council is expected to adopt the ordinance in the 
first quarter of 2014, ;md the concurrency update would become effective ten days after being 
signed by the Executive, or approximately 20 days after Council adoption. 

7. Plans for future additions, expansion or further activity related to or connected with 
this proposal: 
King County Code (KCC) 14.70.270 requires an annual update of the concurrency map and 
KCC 14.70.230 requires County Council adoption of any revisions to the travel shed 
boundaries map. The concurrency map is the result of spring travel time data collection and 
concurrency testing, and will be used to determine whether proposed development projects 
meet concurrency requirements. The timing of the n_ext update will be determined by the 
King County Council. Policy and program changes to the TCM program are implemented at 
the time of major updates of the King County Comprehensive Plan, which occur every four 
years. The next major plan update is scheduled for 2016. 

8. Environmental information that ·has been prepared, or will be prepared, directly 
related to this proposal: 
No environmental information directly related to this proposal has been prepared. 

9. Applications that are pending for governmental approval of other proposals directly 
affecting the property covered by the proposal: 
There are no known applications pending for governmental approval of other proposals 
directly affecting this proposal. 

10. List of governmental approvals or permits that will be needed for the proposal: 
The King County Council will need to review and adopt the ordinance with attachment. 

11. Brief, complete description of the proposal, including the proposed uses and the size of 
the project and site: 

The purpose of the TCM program is to ensure the road level-of- service standards in the King 
County Comprehensive Plan are achieved concurrently with development. According to the 
Washington State Growth Management Act, Revised Code of Washington (RCW) 
36.70A.070(6), concurrent with development means that either transportation facilities or 
strategies are in place at the time of development or that a financial commitment is in place to 
make the necessary transportation improvements or implement strategies within six years of 
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the development. King County will only accept development applications for development in 
"travel sheds" that pass the concurrency test as shown on the concurrency map in effect at the 
time of application or for minor developments specifically identified in KCC 14.70.285. 
Travl'l sheds arc geographic areas wi.thin which development would be likely to use or be 
affected by traffic on arterials within the travel shed. Unincorporated King County is 
currently divided into 25 travel sheds. 

This non-project action by King County Department of Transportation, Road Services 
Division, is the proposed update of the TCM program by adoption of an ordinance with map 
attachment to amend the transportation concurrency chapter KCC 14.70. The proposed 
ordinance adopts a 2013 Transportation Concurrency Map (Attachment A to the ordinance), 
and makes procedural changes to the TCM program. 

KCC 14.70.230 identifies the concurrency analysis and testing. The proposed change in the 
concurrency testing procedure is to have separate tests of Urban and Rural areas within the 
same travel shed. Currently Urban and Rural area road mileage is tested using the entire 
sampled road mileage of the travel shed. Based on the 2013 concurrency test, five travel 
sheds out of 25 have failing concurrency areas. Four of the five travel sheds have Urban 
Areas, and three of the Urban Areas are passing the concurrency test using the proposed 
testing procedures. All five travel sheds have failing Rural Areas. 

KCC 14.70.270 requires an annual update of the concurrency map based on updated travel 
time surveys, standards and methodologies. The concurrency map indicates the passage or 
failure of the travel sheds and is the basis of determining concurrency for both residential and 
nonresidential development proposals. The proposed changes will make the TCM annual 
update a biennial update to coincide with the current King County biennial budget process 
and two-year cycle of the adopted King County Transportation Needs Report (TNR) process. 

The proposed action is being taken to comply with King County Code and the Washington 
State Growth Management Act. 

Additional information about the King County TCM Program can be found at: 
http://www.kingcountv.gov/transportationlk:cdot!RoadsffransportationPlanninWConcurrencyMan 
agement.aspx 

12. Location of the proposal, including the street address, if any, and section, township and 
range, if known; a legal description, site plan, vicinity map and topographic map, if 
reasonably available: 
Adoption of the TCM update is not associated with a specific site, but applies to King County 
as a jurisdiction. 

B. ENVIRONMENTAL ELEMENTS 

1. EARTH 

a. General description of the site (underline one): 
Adoption of the TCM update is a non-project action that is not associated with a specific 
site; therefore, a general description of a site is not applicable. 
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b. What is the steepest slope on the site (approximate percent slope)'! 
Nut applicable. 

c. What general types of soils are found on the site (for example, clay, sand, gravel, 
peat, muck)? Specify the classification of agricultural soils and note any prime 
farmland. 
Not applicable. 

d. Are there surface indications or history of unstable soils in the immediate vicinity? 
If so, describe. 
Not applicable. 

e. Describe the purpose, type and approximate quantities of any tilling or grading 
proposed. Indicate source of fill. 
Not applicable. 

f. Could erosion occur as a result of clearing, construction or use? If so, generally 
describe. 
Not applicable. 

g. About what percent of the site will be covered with impervious surfaces after 
project construction (for example, asphalt or buildings)? 
Not applicable. 

h. Proposed measures to reduce or control erosion or other impacts to the earth, if any. 
Adoption of the TCM update is a non-project action that is not associated with a specific 
site; therefore, measures to reduce impacts to the earth are not applicable. 

2. AIR 

a. What types of emissions to the air would result from the proposal (i.e., dust, 
vehicles, odors, industrial wood smoke, greenhouse gases) during construction and 
when the project is completed? Generally describe and give approximate quantities, 
if known. 
Adoption of the TCM update is a non-project action that is not associated with a specific 
site; therefore, a description of types of emissions resulting from construction and 
completion of the project is not applicable. 

b. Are there any off-site sources of emissions or odors that may affect your proposal? 
If so, generally describe. 
Not applicable. 

c. Proposed measures to reduce or control emissions or other impacts to the air, if any: 
Adoption of the TCM update is a non-project action that is not associated with a specific 
site; therefore, measures to reduce impacts to the air are not applicable. 
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3. WATER 

a. Surface 

1) Is there any surface water body on or in the immediate vicinity of the site, includin·g 
year-round and seasonal streams, saltwater, lakes, ponds, wetlands? If yes, describe 
type and provide names. If appropriate, state what stream or river it flows into. 
Adoption of the TCM update is a non-project action that is not associated with a specific 
site; therefore, the description of surface water in the vicinity of a site is not applicable. 

2) Will the project require any work over, in, or adjacent to (within 200 feet) the 
described waters? If yes, please describe and attach available plans. 
Not applicable. 

3) Estimate the amount of dredge and fill material that would be removed from or 
placed in surface water or wetlands and indicate the area of the site that would be 
affected. Indicate the source of fill material. 
Not applicable. 

4) Will the proposal require surface water withdrawals or diversions? Give general 
description, purpose and approximate quantities, if known. 
Not applicable. 

5) Does the proposal lie within a 100-year flood plain? If so, note location on the site 
·plan. 
Not applicable. 

6) Does the proposal im•olve any discharges of waste materials to surface waters? If 
so, describe the type of waste and anticipated volume of discharge. 
Not applicable. 

b. Ground 

1) Will ground water be withdrawn or will water be discharged to ground water? 
Give general description, purpose and approximate quantities, if known. 
Adoption of the TCM update is a non-project action that is not associated with a specific 
site; therefore, the description of ground water in the vicinity of a site is not applicable. 

2) Describe any waste material that will be discharged into the ground from septic 
tanks or other sources (e. g., domestic sewage, industrial, agricultural, etc.). 
Describe the general size of the system, the number of such systems, the number of 
houses to be served, or the number of animals or humans the system(s) are expected 
to serve. 
Not applicable. 
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c. Water Runoff (including storm water) 

l) Describe the source of runofi' (including storm water) and method(s) of collection 
and disposal, if any (include quantities, if known). Will this runotT water be 
discharged or flow into surface waters or ground water? If so, describe. 
Adoption of the TCM update is a non-project action that is not associated with a specific 
site; therefore, the description of water nmoff in the vicinity of a site is not applicable. 

2) Could waste materials or toxic materials enter ground or surface waters during or 
as a result of this proposal? If yes, generally describe. 
Not applicable. 

d. Proposed measures to reduce or control surface, ground and runoff water 
impacts, if any: 
Adoption of the TCM update is a non-project action that is not associated with a specific 
site; therefore, measures to reduce impacts to surface, ground, and runoff water are not 
applicable. 

4. PLANTS 

a. Underline types of vegetation found on the site: 
Adoption of the TCM update is a non-project action that is not associated with a specific 
site; therefore, the description of vegetation on a site is not applicable. 

b. What kind and amount of vegetation will be removed or altered? 
Not applicable. 

c. List threatened or endangered species or critical habitat known to be on or near the 
site: 
Not applicable. 

d. Proposed landscaping, use of native ·plants or other measures to preserve or enhance 
vegetation on the site, if any: 
Adoption of the TCM update is a non-project action that is not associated with a specific 
site; therefore, measures to preserve or enhance vegetation are not applicable. 

5. ANIMALS 

a. Underline any birds and animals which have been observed on or near the site, or 
are known to be on or near the site: 
Adoption of the TCM update is a non-project action that is not associated with a specific 
site; therefore, a description of any birds and animals observed on or near a site is not 
applicable. 

b. List any threatened or endangered species or critical habitat known to be on or near 
the site. 
Not applicable. 
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c. Is the site part of a migration route? If so, describe. 
Not applicable. 

d. Proposed measures to preserve or enhance wildlife, if any. 
Adoption of the TC'M update is a non-project action that is not associated with a specific 
site; therefore, measures to preserve or enhance wildlife are not applicable. 

6. ENERGY AND NATURAL RESOURCES 

a. What kinds of energy (electric, natural gas, oil, wood stove, solar) will be used to 
meet the completed project's energy needs? Describe whether it will be used for 
heating, manufacturing, etc. 
Adoption of the TCM update is a non-project action that is not associated with a specific 
site; therefore, a description of the kinds of energy used is not applicable. 

b. Would the project affect the use (potential or actual) of solar energy by adjacent 
properties? If so, generally describe. 
Not applicable. 

c. What kinds of energy conservation features are inc.uded in the plans for this . 
proposal? List any other proposed measures to reduce or control energy impacts, if 
any. 
Adoption of the TCM update is a non-project action that is not associated with a specific 
site; therefore, measures to reduce energy impacts are not applicable. 

7. ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH 

a. Are there any environmental health hazards, including exposure to toxic chemicals 
or hazardous wastes, risk of explosion or fire that could occur as a result of this 
proposal? If so, describe. 
Adoption of the TCM update is a non-project action that is not associated with a specific 
site; therefore, a description of the environmental health hazards is not applicable. 

1) Describe special emergency services that might be required. 
Not applicable. 

2) Proposed measures to reduce or control environmental health hazards, if any: 
Adoption of the TCM update is a non-project action that is not associated with a specific 
site; therefore, measures to reduce environmental health hazards are not applicable. 

b. Noise 

1) What types of noise exist in the area which may affect the project (e.g., traffic, heavy 
equipment, operation, industrial, other)? · 
Adoption of the TCM update is a non-project action that is not associated with a specific 
site; therefore, a description of noise in a project area is not applicable. 
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2) What types and levels of noise would be created by, or associated with the project, 
on a short-term or a long-term basis (e.g., traffic, construction, operation, other)? 
State what hours noise would come from the site. 
Not applicable. 

3) Proposed measures to reduce or control noise impacts, if any: 
Adoption of the TCM update is a non-project action that is not associated with a specific 
site; therefore, measures to reduce noise impacts are not applicable. 

8. LAND AND SHOREIJINE USE 

a. What is the current use of the site and adjacent properties? 
Adoption of the TCM update is a non-project action that is not associated with a specific 
site; therefore, a description of the current use of a site and adjacent properties is not 
applicable. 

b. Has the site been used for agriculture? If so, describe. 
Not applicable. 

c. Describe any structures on the site. 
Not applicable. 

d. Will any structures be demolished? If so, what? 
Not applicable. 

e. What is the current zoning classification of the site? 
Not applicable. 

f. What is the current comprehensive plan designation of the site? 
Not applicable. 

g. If applicable, what is the current shoreline master program designation of the site? 
Not applicable. 

h. Has any part of the site been classified as an environmentally sensitive area? If so, 
specify. 
Not applicable. 

i. Approximately how many people would reside or work in the completed project? 
Not applicable. 

j. Approximately how many people would the completed project displace? 
Not applicable. 

k. Proposed measures to avoid or reduce displacement impacts, if any. 
Adoption of the TCM update is a non-project action that is not associated with a specific 
site; therefore, measures to avoid displacement impacts are not applicable. 
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I. Proposed measures to ensure the project is compatible with existing and projected 
land uses and plans in the area. 
Adoption of the TCM update is a non-prq_jcct action that is not associated with a specific 
site; therefore, measures to ensure compatibility with existing and prqjected land uses are 
not applicable. 

9. HOUSING 

a. Approximately how many housing units would the project provide, if any? Indicate 
whether high, middle or low income housing. 
Adoption of the TCM update is a non-project action that is not associated with a specific 
site; therefore, a description of housing near a site is not applicable. 

b. Approximately how many housing units would be eliminated, if any? Indicate 
whether high, middle or low income housing. 
Not applicable. 

c. Proposed measures to reduce or control housing impacts, if any: 
Adoption of the TCM update is a non-project action that is not associated with a specific 
site; therefore, measures to reduce housing impacts are not applicable. 

10. AESTHETICS 

a. What is the tallest height of any proposed structure(s), not including antennas; what 
is the principal exterior building material(s) proposed? 
Adoption of the TCM update is a non-project action that is not associated with a specific 
site; therefore, a description of aesthetics, such as proposed structures, near a site is not 
applicable. 

b. What views in the immediate vicinity would be altered or obstructed? 
Not applicable. 

c. Proposed measures to reduce or control aesthetic impacts, if any: 
Adoption of the TCM update is a non-project action that is not associated with a specific 
site; therefore, measures to reduce aesthetic impacts are not applicable. 

11. LIGHT AND GLARE 

a. What type of light or glare will the proposal produce? What time of day would it 
mainly occur? 
Adoption of the TCM update is a non-project action that is not associated with a specific 
site; therefore, a description of light or glare produced on a site is not applicable. 

b. Could light or glare from the finished project be a safety hazard or interfere with 
views? 
Not applicable. 
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c. What existing off-site sources of light or glare may affect your proposal? 
Not applicable. 

d. Proposed measures to reduce or control light and glare impacts, if any. 
Adoption of the TCM update is a non-project action that is not associated with a specific 
site; therefore, measures to reduce light and glare impacts are not applicable. 

12. RECREATION 

a. What designated or informal recreational opportunities are in the immediate 
vicinity? 
Adoption of the TCM update is a non-project action that is not associated with a specific 
site; therefore, a description of recreational areas near a project site is not applicable. 

b. Would the project displace any existing recreational uses? If so, describe. 
Not applicable. 

c. Proposed measures to reduce or control impacts on recreation including any 
recreational opportunities to be provided by the project or applicant. 
Adoption of the TCM update is a non-project action that is not associated with a specific 
site; .therefore, measures to reduce impacts on recreational opportunities are not 
applicable. 

13. HISTORIC AND CULTURAL PRESERVATION 

a. Are there any sites, structures or objects listed on, or proposed for national, state or 
local preservation registers known to be on or near to the site? If so, generally 
describe. 
Adoption of the TCM update is a non-project action that is not associated with a specific 
site; therefore, a description of historical and cultural areas near a project site is not 
applicable. 

b. Generally describe any landmarks or evidence of historic, archaeological, scientific 
or cultural artifacts of importance known to be on or near the site. 
Not applicable. 

c. Proposed measures to reduce or control impacts, if any. 
Adoption of the TCM update is a non-project action that is not associated with a specific 
site; therefore, measures to reduce impacts on historical and cultural areas are not 
applicable. 

14. TRANSPORTATION 

a. Identify public streets and highways serving the site, and describe proposed access 
to the existing street system. Show on site plans, if any. 
Adoption of the TCM update is a non-project action that is not associated with a specific 
site; therefore, a description of pub1ic streets and highways serving a site is not 
applicable. 
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b. Is the site currently served by public transit? If not, what is the approximate 
distance to the nearest transit stop? 
Not applicable. 

c. How many parking spaces would the completed project have? How many would the 
project eliminate? 
Not applicable. 

d. Will the proposal require any new roads, streets or improvements to existing roads 
or streets (not including driveways)? If so, generally describe, and indicate whether 
public or private. 
Not applicable. 

e. Will the project use (or be in the immediate vicinity of) water, rail or air 
transportation? If so, generally describe. 
Not applicable. 

f. How many vehicular trips per day would be generated as a result of the project? 
Indicate when peak traffic would occur, if known. 
Not applicable. 

g. Proposed measures to reduce or control transportation impacts, if any. 
Adoption of the TCM update is a non-project action that is not associated with a specific 
site; therefore, measures to reduce impacts on transportation are not applicable. 

15. PUBLIC SERVICES 

a. Would the project result in an increased need for public services (e.g., fire and 
police protection, health care, schools, other)? If so, generally describe. 
Adoption of the TCM update is a non-project action that is not associated with a specific 
site; therefore, a description of an increased need for public services as a result of a 
project is not applicable. 

b. Proposed measures to reduce or control direct impacts on public services, if any. 
Adoption of the TCM update is a non-project action that is not associated with a specific 
site; therefore, measures to reduce impacts on public services are not applicable. 

16. UTILITIES 

a. Underline utilities currently available at the site: electricity, natural gas, water, 
telephone, refuse service, sanitary sewer, septic system, other. 
Adoption of the TCM update is a non-project action that is not associated with a specific 
site; therefore, a description of utilities available on a site is not applicable . 
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b. Describe the utilities that are proposed for the project, the utility providing the 
service, and the general construction activities on the site or in the immediate 
vicinity which might be needed. 
Not applicable. 

C. SIGNATURE 

The above answers arc true and complete to the best of my knowledge. 
I understand that the lead agency is relying on them to make its decision. 

Signatur . 

Date: ff2o/3 

The following are included with this Environmental Checklist: 

• Ordinance 
• 20 13 Transportation Concurrency Map (Attachment A to the Ordinance) 
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D. SUPPLEMENTAL SHEET FOR NONPROJECT ACTIONS 
(do not use this sheet for project actions) 

Because these questions are very general, it may be helpful to read them in conjunction 
with the list of the elements of the environment. 

When answering these questions, be aware of how the extent the proposal, or the types 
of activities likely to result from the proposal, would affect the item at a greater 
intensity or at a faster rate than if the proposal were not implemented. Respond 
briefly and in general terms. 

The effects of the proposed amendments are: 
The proposed update of the TCM program by adoption of an ordinance (with attachment) 
wi11 amend the transportation concurrency chapter KCC 14.70 by adopting a new 
Transportation Concurrency Map (Attachment A to the ordinance) and makes procedural 
changes to the TCM program. 

KCC 14.70.230 identities the concurrency analysis and testing. The proposed change in 
the concurrency testing procedure is to have separate tests of Urban and Rural areas 
within the same travel shed. Currently Urban and Rural area road mileage is tested using 
the entire sampled road mileage of the travel shed. Based on the 2013 concurrency test, 
five travel sheds out of 25 have failing concurrency areas. Four of the five travel sheds 
have Urban Areas, and three of the Urban Areas are passing the concurrency test using 
the proposed testing procedures. All five travel sheds have failing Rural Areas. 

KCC 14.70.270 requires an annual update of the concurrency map based on updated 
travel time surveys, standards and methodologies. The concurrency map indicates the 
passage or failure of the travel sheds and is the basis of determining concurrency for both 
residential and nonresidential development proposals. The proposed changes will make 
the TCM annual update a biennial update to coincide with the current King County 
biennial budget process and two-year cycle of the adopted King County Transportation 
Needs Report (TNR) process. 

The proposed action is being taken to comply with King County Code and the 
Washington State Growth Management Act. 

Since the concurrency update is a planning-level document, further environmental 
analysis in compliance with SEPA will be required at the project level. At a non-project 
level, the amended transportation concurrency code revision will not result in significant 
adverse impacts to the environment. 

1. How would the proposal be likely to increase discharge to water; emissions to air; 
production, storage, or release of toxic or hazardous substances; or production of 
noise? 
Adoption of the TCM update is a non-project action that in and of itself is not associated 
with a specific site or specific construction activities. Further environmental analysis in 
compliance with SEPA will be required at the project level to determine water, air, 
hazardous material, and noise impacts. At a non-project level, the TCM update will not 
result in significant adverse impacts to the environment. 
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Proposed measures to avoid or reduce such increases are: 
Since there is no significant adverse effect on the environment, no mitigation is proposed 
as part of the TCM update. Mitigative measures will be determined on a project-by
project basis during compliance with SEPA as required for these projects. 

2. How would the proposal be likely to atTect plants, animals, fish, or marine life? 
Adoption of the TCM update is a non-project action that in and of itself is not associated 
with a specific site or specific construction activities. Further environmental analysis in 
compliance with SEPA will be required at the project level to determine impacts to plants 
and animals. At a non-project level, the TCM update will not result in significant adverse 
impacts to the environment. 

Proposed measures to protect or conserve plants, animals, fish, or marine life are: 
Since there is no signitlcant adverse effect on the environment, no mitigation is proposed 
as part of the TCM update. Mitigative measures will be determined on a project-by
project basis during compliance with SEPA as required for these projects. 

3. How would the proposal be likely to deplete energy or natural resources? 
Adoption of the TCM update is a non-project action. that in and of itself is not associated 
with a specitlc site or specific construction activities. Further environmental analysis in 
compliance with SEPA will be required at the project level to determine impacts on 
energy and natural resources. At a non-project level, the TCM update will not result in 
signi·ftcant adverse impacts to the environment. 

Proposed measures to protect or conserve energy and natural resources are: 
Since there is no significant adverse effect on the environment, no mitigation is proposed 
as part of the TCM update. Mitigative measures will be determined on a project-by
project basis during compliance with SEPA as required for these projects. 

4. How would the proposal be likely to use or affect environmentally sensitive areas or 
areas designated (or eligible or under study) for governmental protection; such as 
parks, wilderness, wild and scenic rivers, threatened or endangered species habitat, 
historic or cultural sites, wetlands, floodplains, or prime farmlands? 
Adoption of the TCM update is a non-project action that in and of itself is not associated 
with a specific site or specific construction activities. Further environmental analysis in 
compliance with SEPA will be required at the project level to determine impacts on 
sensitive lands. At a non-project level, the TCM update will not result in significant 
adverse impacts to the environment. 

Proposed measures to protect such resources or to avoid or reduce impacts are: 
Since there is no significant adverse effect on the environment, no mitigation is proposed 
as part of the TCM update. Mitigative measures will be determined on a project-by
project basis during compliance with SEPA as required for these projects. 

5. How would the proposal be likely to affect land and shoreline use, including 
whether it would allow or encourage land or shoreline uses incompatible with 
existing plans? 
Adoption of the TCM update is a non-project action that in and of itself is not associated 
with a specific site or specific construction activities. Further environmental analysis in 
compliance with SEPA will be required at the project level to determine land and 
shoreline use impacts. At a non-project level, the TCM update will not result in 
significant adverse impacts to the environment. 
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Proposed measures to avoid or reduce shoreline and land use impacts are: 
Since there is no significant adverse effect on the environment, no mitigation is proposed 
as part of the TCM update. Mitigative measures will be determined on a project-by
project basis during compliance with SEPA as required for these projeclll. 

6. How would the proposal be likely to increase demands on transportation or public 
services and utilities? 
Adoption of the TCM update is a non-project action that in and of itself is not associated 
with a specific site or specific construction activities. Further environmental analysis in 
compliance with SEPA will be required at the project level to determine impacts on 
transportation, public services and utilities. 

At a non-project level, the TCM update will result in some Urban Areas that arc currently 
failing transportation concurrency to pass the test. Currently there are four Urban Areas 
located in failing travel sheds. Separate testing of Urban and Rural areas will result in 
three out of the four Urban Areas passing the concurrency test. Mitigation measures will 
be determined on a project-by-project basis during compHance with SEPA and other 
regulatory procedures. 

Proposed measures to reduce or respond to such demand(s) are: 
Since there is no significant adverse effect on the environment, no mitigation is proposed 
as part of the TCM update. Mitigative measures will be determined on a project-by
project basis during compliance with SEPA as required for those projects. 

7. Identify, if possible, whether the proposal may conflict with local, state, or 
federal laws or requirements for the protection of the environment. 
The TCM program is required by state law as part of the Growth Management Act, RCW 
Chapter 36.70A. As this non-project action is required by state and local laws and codes, 
the proposal does not conflict with local, state, or federal laws and requirements. 
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Date Created: October 31, 2013 
Drafted by: Josh Peters, Transportation Planning Supervisor 

Department of Transportation, Road Services Division 
Sponsors: 
Attachments: A - 2013 Transportation Concurrenc_y Map 
... title 

2 AN ORDlNANCE relating to transportation concurrency; 

3 adopting a new transpm1ation cuncun·ency map; amending 

4 Ordinance 14050, Section I 0, as amended, and K.C.C. 

5 14. 70.230, and Ordinance 14050, Section 14, as amended, 

6 and K.C.C. 14.70.270; and repealing Ordinance 17513, 

7 Attachment A. 

8 ... body 

9 BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF KING COUNTY: 

10 SECTION 1. Ordinance 14050, Section 10, as amended, and K.C.C. 14.70.230 

11 are each hereby amended to read as follows: 

12 A. The department shall perform a concurrency analysis and test for each travel 

13 shed to determine whether areas, including Urban Growth Areas and Rural Areas, within 

14 the travel sheds are concurrent. The test for each area shall be based on the level of 

15 service standards and analysis results for the ((effiife)) specific area within the travel 

16 shed, as described in K.C.C. 14.70.220. Areas shall be deemed concurrent if eighty-five 

17 percent of the arterials within ((H!eir tra·1el sA:eEI)) the area meet level of service 

18 standards, except that Urban Planned Development areas located outside of the 

19 contiguous urban growth area shall be deemed concurrent only if eighty-five percent of 

20 the arterials within the entire travel shed in which the Urban Planned Developments are 

21 located meet level of service standards. 



22 B. The department shall use the concurrency map curre~tly in effect when 

23 making a concurrency determination for a proposed development. The concurrency map 

24 displayed in Attachment A to ((Ordiaaaee 17513)) this ordinance is adopted as the 

25 orticial concurrency map tor King County. The department shall make a determination 

26 of concurrency according to the status indicated on the adopted concurrency map for the 

27 area in which the proposed development is located. Attachment 8 to Ordinance 17513 is 

28 a map indicating the boundaries or the travel sheds. 

29 SECTION 2. Ordinance 14050, Section 14, as amended, and K.C.C. 14.70.270 

30 are each hereby amended to read as follows: 

31 A. The concurrency map shall be reviewed. and updated as needed. ((BRRI:Ially)) 

32 as part of the biennial budget process or when authorized by the county council ((&y 

33 ordiaaace)). The update process shall include the most recently adopted roads CIP, 

34 updated traffic volumes and updated travel time surveys and standards and 

35 methodologies as described in K.C.C. 14.70.220 and 14.70.230. The concurrency map 

36 shall be submitted to council for its approval by ordinance. The updates shall be deemed 

37 adequate for the purposes of concurrency analysis and the concurrency map shall be used 

38 to determine the concurrency of proposed development projects. 

39 B. ((AR BRRHal)) A report shall be prepared by the road services division on the 

40 concurrency program update. The ((BBRHal)) report shall explain the technical 

41 assumptions, land use changes, network changes and other parameters used to update the 

42 concurrency map and/or travel shed boundary map. The ((aaaual)) report shall be 

43 submitted to the council along with the ((aaaual)) update required by subsection A. of 

44 this section. A paper copy and an electronic copy of the report shall be filed with the 



45 clerk of the council, who shall retain the paper original and shall forward electronic 

46 copies to each council member and to the lead staff of the council's transportation 

47 committee, or its successor. 

48 C. I. An independent expert review panel on concurrency shall he established to: 

49 a. review the ((aRRI::Ial)) report on the concurrency update; and 

50 b. evaluate proposed changes to the tnmsportation concurrency process, 

51 analysis and test developed by the road services division. 

52 2. The panel shall be comprised of four to six persons and include representation 

53 from the development community, the environmental community, transportation planning 

54 professionals, the unincorporated area, the public at large and multimodal transportation 

55 interest groups. Each representative shall be appointed by the executive and confirmed 

56 by the council. 

57 3. A summary of the panel's review of the ((aRRI:Ial)) report on the concurrency 

58 update and its evaluation of proposed changes to the transportation concurrency process, 

59 analysis and test shall be included with the submittal of the ((annual)) report to the 

60 council. 

61 D. The concurrency map is a result of the concurrency analysis andtest, as 

62 described in subsection A. of this section. The concurrency map indicates if an area does 

63 or does not comply with adopted level of service standards. Any changes to the 

64 concurrency status of an area or areas on the concurrency map other than those resulting 

65 from the update process may only be accomplished by the council, through an ordinance, 

66 by changing any combination of the adopted level of service standards, or the list of 

67 funded projects in the most recently adopted CIP. 



(l8 SECTION 3. Attachment A to Ordinance 17513, 2012 Transportation 

69 Concurrency Map, is hereby repealed. 


