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SUBJECT

Proposed Ordinance 2013-0508 would approve the City of Enumclaw (“City”) Comprehensive Water System Plan (“Plan”). 

SUMMARY

Council approval of water utility comprehensive plans is required by County Code as a prerequisite for operating in unincorporated King County, granting right of way construction permits, granting new or renewed franchises, and service boundary annexations.  The City of Enumclaw’s water system provides service to the City and unincorporated areas contiguous to the City.  

BACKGROUND

King County Utility Comprehensive Plan Criteria

King County Code Chapter 13.24 requires the Utilities Technical Review Committee ("UTRC") to review and make recommendations to the Executive and County Council on the adequacy of all water system comprehensive plans and related matters, and to determine whether the plan:
· is consistent with local comprehensive plans,
· is consistent with the King County Comprehensive Plan,
· reflects current supply and demand,
· forecasts future supply and demand, 
· provides a capital plan for obtaining, using, storing and conveying water and sewage, and 
· provides sufficient information to demonstrate the utility district’s ability to provide service consistent with all applicable laws and regulations.

In addition to satisfying the requirement of KCC Chapter 13.24, the County's approval also provides the determination for state regulatory agencies that the plan is consistent with the King County Comprehensive Plan and related policies and implementing development regulations.  See RCW 43.20.260.



UTRC ANALYSIS OF THE CITY OF ENUMCLAW COMPREHENSIVE WATER SYSTEM PLAN 

The UTRC has finalized its review of the Plan.  The UTRC found the Plan to meet the requirements of KCC chapter 13.24 and has recommended its approval.  Highlights of the Plan, as reviewed by the UTRC, are outlined below. 

Service Area  The water service area for the City of Enumclaw Comprehensive Water System includes the City and unincorporated areas in King County that are contiguous to the City.  The City of Enumclaw, located in south central King County, manages a system that provides service to an area of approximately 35 square miles.  The system serves approximately 5600 customer accounts both within and outside city limits.  The South King County Coordinated Water System Plan, which was finalized in 1989, defined the City’s general water service area relative to other systems in the area; there has been little change to the service area since they were established in the Coordinated Water System Plan.  

Facilities  Water supply to the Enumclaw water system is provided by two spring sources—Watercress Spring and Boise Spring—and from the P.C. Johnson well field.  In addition, the system maintains an emergency intertie with the City of Tacoma.  Through a 1997 wholesale water supply agreement with Tacoma, the City has purchased an average day demand capacity of 206,911 gallons.  Enumclaw’s water system operates seven booster pump stations to serve higher elevations in the areas in the north and east portions of the water service area.  The City has five reservoirs with a total of 4,740,000 gallons of storage.  These include: the 1 million gallon (MG) city reservoir and 2 MG city reservoir at a site north of the Enumclaw Golf Course; the 1.5 MG Crews Reservoir near the intersection of SE 424th Street and 274th Ave SE; the .18 MG Stanridge Hill Reservoir, near the intersection of 278th Way SE and SE 400th Place; and the .06 MG Fairway Hills Reservoir, at the intersection of 290th Ave SE and SE 464th Street.  The City owns approximately 142 miles of water main ranging in size from less than one inch to 24 inches.  

Growth  Population is expected to grow from 15,713 in 2013 to 22,846 in 2033.  In terms of equivalent residential units (“ERUs”), 7573 2013 ERUs are expected to grow to 11,011 ERUs in 2033.  In 2013, the system experienced service demand of 3,546,503 gallons per day (“GPD”); that is expected to grow to 2,455,474 GPD in 2033.  Most growth in population is expected to occur within the City with an average of five residential equivalent connections per year outside of city limits, consistent with past trends.

System Improvements  The plan recommends system capital improvements primarily in three categories through 2019:  improvements in water mains, pressure zone improvements, and facility improvements.  Water main improvements include $320,000 of projects to replace water mains and complete connection loops.  Pressure zone improvements include $1,610,000 of projects to expand existing pressure zones.  Facility improvement projects are anticipated at $5,200,000, and include City Reservoir improvements, rehabilitation of the Upper Fairway Hills pressure station, emergency generator replacement at the Lower New Horizons pressure station, and improvements to the Johnson well field.  Total capital project expenditures are anticipated at $7,876,000 through 2019.  Revenues are anticipated from a combination of sources including utility charges, loans, developer fees, grants, local improvement districts, and other sources.  

SEPA  The City issued a SEPA Determination of Non-Significance for the Plan on May 1, 2013. There were no appeals.  

ATTACHMENTS

1.  Proposed Ordinance 2013-0508 without attachment of the City of Enumclaw Comprehensive Water System Plan, which is available upon request.
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