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SUBJECT

Proposed Ordinance 2013-0507 would approve the Snoqualmie Pass Utility District (“District”) Water System Plan (“Plan”). 

SUMMARY

Council approval of water utility comprehensive plans is required by County Code as a prerequisite for operating in unincorporated King County, granting right of way construction permits, granting new or renewed franchises, and service boundary annexations.  The Snoqualmie Pass Utility District's water system provides service to a service area of about 1780 acres in King County and Kittitas County, supporting both recreational ski area operations, as well as residential and commercial demand. 

BACKGROUND

King County Utility Comprehensive Plan Criteria

King County Code Chapter 13.24 requires the Utilities Technical Review Committee ("UTRC") to review and make recommendations to the Executive and County Council on the adequacy of all water system comprehensive plans and related matters, and to determine whether the plan:
· is consistent with local comprehensive plans,
· is consistent with the King County Comprehensive Plan,
· reflects current supply and demand,
· forecasts future supply and demand, 
· provides a capital plan for obtaining, using, storing and conveying water and sewage, and 
· provides sufficient information to demonstrate the utility district’s ability to provide service consistent with all applicable laws and regulations.

In addition to satisfying the requirement of KCC Chapter 13.24, the County's approval also provides the determination for state regulatory agencies that the plan is consistent with the King County Comprehensive Plan and related policies and implementing development regulations.  See RCW 43.20.260.



UTRC ANALYSIS OF THE SNOQUALMIE PASS UTILITY DISTRICT’S WATER SYSTEM PLAN 

The UTRC finalized its review of the Plan on August 21, 2013, and found it to meet the requirements of KCC chapter 13.24 and recommended its approval.  Highlights of the Plan, as reviewed by the UTRC, are outlined below. 

Service Area  The water service area for the Snoqualmie Pass Utility District includes acreage in both King County and Kittitas County.  357 acres, or about 20 percent, of the water service area is located in King County.  The Plan addresses both the  King County and Kittitas County portions of the service area; plan approval is required by both counties.  Designated land use includes Rural Town and Forest designations.  The primary land use in the District service area is developed recreational downhill skiing facilities, including the Summit at Snoqualmie and Alpental ski areas, owned by Ski Lifts, Inc.  

The District provides water service for the Snoqualmie Pass community and portions of the surrounding recreation area.  Winter recreational opportunities draw large seasonal visitor populations.  The prevalence of day-use and weekend visitors creates significant fluctuations in daily and part-time residential populations; because peak populations are transient, they can be difficult to estimate.  Peak day skier population (day-use only) is estimated at 16,000; peak day population (year round residents plus extra peak day residents) is estimated at 816 residents.  Full time population (year round residents) is estimated at 250 residents.  


Facilities  The District currently has three active groundwater well sources, of which one is primarily used for peak seasonal demand.  The system also includes three water storage reservoirs and tanks, providing a total of 565,000 gallons of storage capacity.  The water distribution system includes 73,279 feet of pipe, more than half of which 8-12 inch diameter iron piping.  Total service connections are 478, including single family and multifamily residences, nonresidential commercial and business connections, and recreational services including two snowmaking connections.  In 2011, total water usage amounted to 25.14 million gallons; this total appears to fluctuate from year to year, based in part on changes in the volumes of water used for snowmaking.  In 2006, snowmaking consumed 6.17 million gallons; in 2011, 1.76 million gallons were used for snowmaking.  

Growth  Growth is projected at two percent annually.  Total projected resident population on a peak day is estimated at 1,213 in 2032, compared to 816 in 2012.  Nonresidential water demands are driven primarily by transient hotel/motel and commercial customer demand; these accounted for 37.3 percent of total system production from 2008 through 2011.  In addition, snowmaking demands totaled an additional 10.6 percent of total system production from 2008 through 2011.  

Nonresidential demands are estimated at 47.9 percent of future water system demand projections.  The Plan estimates that, by 2032, District water demand will be approximately 38 million gallons.  Current approved sources have adequate pumping capacity to supply projected demands through 2032.  However, a storage capacity deficit of 85,000 gallons is projected for 2032; construction of approximately 100,000 gallons of additional water storage is recommended.  

System Improvements  Recommended system improvements include backup power improvements and treatment improvement for supply wells, construction of new storage capacity, improvements to pumping stations and monitoring systems, and upgrades to the water distribution system.  Additionally, the Plan recommends maintenance of a leak detection program, enhancements of water rights, and the addition of pipe looping to enhance system reliability.  Total projected capital costs through 2032 are $3,303,100.  The Capital Funding Plan identifies revenue sources including capital facilities charges, debt proceeds, direct rate funding, interest earnings, and transfers from operating funds.

SEPA  The City issued a SEPA Determination of Non-Significance for the Plan on April 1, 2011. There were no appeals.  

ATTACHMENTS

1.  Proposed Ordinance 2013-0507 without attachment of the Snoqualmie Pass Water System Plan, which is available upon request.
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