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..title

A RESOLUTION of the King County Transportation District; submitting a ballot measure regarding transportation funding to the qualified electors of the King County Transportation District at a special election to be held on  (DATE)  and submitting a proposition to district voters to authorize the district to fix and impose a (RATE)  sales and use tax within the district and a (AMOUNT) dollar vehicle fee on all vehicles within the district to finance the King County transit division (“Metro Transit”) and city and unincorporated county transportation improvements in the district; requesting that the King County Prosecutor prepare a ballot title for the proposition; and appointing committees to prepare the pro and con statements for the local voters’ pamphlet.

..body
WHEREAS, in the last several years, new transportation challenges have emerged affecting the funding of transportation improvements for King County Metro transit and all King County cities and unincorporated King County, including a prolonged recession, and declined gas-tax, property tax, and sales tax revenues; and 

WHEREAS, the Revised Code of Washington (RCW), Chapter 36.73, provides for the establishment of transportation benefit districts by cities and counties and authorizes those districts to levy and impose various taxes and fees to generate revenues to support transportation improvements that benefit the district and that are consistent with state, regional or local transportation plans and necessitated by existing or reasonably foreseeable congestion levels; and

WHEREAS, King County Ordinance  (####)  established the King County Transportation District to finance, but not directly carry out, any transportation improvement authorized by RCW chapter 36.73, including but not limited to, public transportation facilities, services and programs, roads, and any other project contained in the transportation plan of the state, a regional transportation planning organization, a city, or the county; and 

WHEREAS, the King County Transportation District is intended solely to finance transportation improvements authorized by RCW chapter 36.73, and is not intended to directly acquire, construct, operate, maintain, preserve or otherwise provide any transportation improvements.  It is further intended that local jurisdictions receiving funding from the transportation benefit district will directly acquire, construct, operate, maintain, preserve, or otherwise provide any transportation improvement authorized by RCW chapter 36.73.

WHEREAS, the King County Transportation District may fix and impose up to a one hundred dollar vehicle fee pursuant to RCW 82.80.140 with approval of a majority of district voters; and

WHEREAS, the King County Transportation District may fix and impose up to a two-tenths of one percent (0.2%) sales and use tax within the district pursuant to RCW 82.14.0455 with approval of a majority of district voters; and

WHEREAS, a vehicle fee up to eighty dollars imposed by the King County Transportation District does not preclude individual cities and unincorporated King County from continuing to collect or authorize future collection of a twenty dollar councilmanic vehicle fee pursuant to RCW 82.80.140; and

WHEREAS, it is the intent of the Board of the King County Transportation District to distribute revenues, less administration costs, to jurisdictions in the district’s boundaries by providing sixty percent of the combined revenues from the vehicle fee and sales and use tax revenues to support King County Metro Transit; and the remaining forty percent of combined revenues to be distributed to cities and unincorporated King County in a share equal to their percentage of countywide population; and

WHEREAS, the King County Transportation District cannot impose a voter approved sales and use tax that exceeds a period of ten years, unless extended by an affirmative public vote per RCW 82.14.0455.

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE KING COUNTY TRANSPORTATION DISTRICT: 

SECTION 1.  Fee and tax submittal to voters.  To provide necessary financing for the purposes identified in section 3 of this resolution, the King County Transportation District shall submit to the qualified electors of the district a proposition authorizing the district to fix and impose a (AMOUNT) dollar vehicle fee to be added to any existing fees and to fix and impose a (RATE)  of one percent (0.__%) to the sales and use tax. 

SECTION 2.  Distribution of revenues.  The district sales and use tax and vehicle fee revenue shall first pay any administrative costs to the state Department of Licensing, state Department of Revenue, and any other administrative costs associated with the district’s operations.  The remaining combined revenue will be distributed in the following manner: sixty percent to King County Metro Transit; and forty percent to the cities within King County that enter into agreements with the district to participate and to unincorporated King County in shares equal to each entity’s respective percentage of countywide population.

SECTION 3.  Use of revenues.  If approved by the qualified electors of the district, the sales and use tax and vehicle fee revenue, less the administrative costs identified in section 2 of this resolution, shall be used consistent with RCW chapter 36.73 to finance, but not directly carry out, any transportation improvement authorized by RCW chapter 36.73, including but not limited to, the acquisition, construction, operation, maintenance, and preservation of public transportation facilities, services and programs, roads, any other project contained in the transportation plan of the state, a regional transportation planning organization, a city or the county.  Further, the activities carried out with the sales and use tax and vehicle fee revenue will include, but not be limited to:
A.  the operation, maintenance and capital needs of Metro Transit;
B.  the provision of Metro Transit public transportation services;
C.  the acquisition, operation, maintenance and repair of Metro Transit vehicles and equipment;
D.  the implementation of transportation demand management programs;
E.  the planning associated with transit service operations, technologies, and public engagement to improve performance and reduce costs when possible;
F.  the planning, design and implementation of capital improvement and preservation projects for road system facilities, including facilities such as roads, bridges, signals, guardrails, drainage systems, and pedestrian and bicycle pathways;
G.  the operation, maintenance, repair, preservation and restoration of road system facilities;
H.  the provision of emergency responses to protect road system facilities and public health and safety; 
I.  the enhancement of user safety while also maintaining existing safety standards and legal requirements;
J.  the management of intelligent transportation systems in including traffic cameras, control equipment, and new technologies to optimize the existing transportation system;
SECTION 4.  For the purposes of defining a transportation plan under RCW chapter 36.73 and section 3 of this resolution: 


A.  the transportation plan of King County includes the Transportation Element of the King County Comprehensive Plan, the King County Metro Transit Strategic Plan for Public Transportation, the King County Metro Transit Service Guidelines, the annual King County Metro Transit Service Guidelines Report, the King County Department of Transportation Strategic Plan for Road Services, the Transportation Needs Report, the King County Roads Services CIP and any other plan concerning transportation that is adopted by the Metropolitan King County Council; and 


B.  the transportation plan of the state, a regional transportation planning organization or a city shall be as identified by each such entity.

SECTION 5.  Call for special election.  The King County Transportation District hereby requests that the King County director of elections call a special election on  (DATE) , to consider a proposition authorizing the district to fix and impose a vehicle fee in the amount of (AMOUNT)  dollars and to fix and impose a sales and use tax in the amount of (RATE)  of one percent (0.__%) for the purposes described in this resolution.  The King County director of elections shall cause notice to be given of this resolution in accordance with the state constitution and general law and to submit to the qualified electors of the district, at the said special county election, the proposition hereinafter set forth, in the form of a ballot title substantially as follows:

KING COUNTY TRANSPORTATION DISTRICT

PROPOSITION NO.___

The Board of the King County Transportation District passed Resolution No.  (###)  concerning funding for public transportation, roads and other transportation improvements.  If approved, this proposition would provide funding for King County Metro Transit, and city and unincorporated King County transportation improvements.  It would authorize the district to fix and impose a sales and use tax of (RATE)  of one percent (0.__%) to be collected from all taxable retail sales and uses within the district under RCW 82.14.0455 for a term of ten years, and an annual vehicle fee of (AMOUNT) ($__.00) dollars per registered vehicle under RCW 82.80.140. 

Should this vehicle fee and sales tax increase be approved?

Yes

No

SECTION 6.  RCW 29A.32.280 provides that for each measure from a jurisdiction that is included in a local voters’ pamphlet, the legislative authority of that jurisdiction shall formally appoint a committee to prepare arguments advocating voter approval of the measure and a committee to prepare arguments advocating voter rejection of the measure.

SECTION 7.  Pursuant to RCW 29A.32.280, the following individuals are appointed to serve on the voters’ pamphlet committees, each committee to write a statement for or against the proposed measure.

FOR





AGAINST

1.





1.

2.





2.

3.





3.

SECTION 8.  Ratification.  Certification of the proposition by the clerk of the district to the King County director of elections in accordance with law before the election on  (DATE) , and any other act consistent with the authority and before the effective date of this resolution are hereby ratified and confirmed.

SECTION 9.  Severability.  If any provision of this resolution or its application to any person or circumstance is held invalid, the remainder of the resolution or the application of the provision to other persons or circumstances is not affected.
