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SUBJECT

Sound Transit Long-Range Plan Update.
SUMMARY
Sound Transit’s Long-Range Plan is a vision for the region’s High Capacity Transit (HCT) system.  HCT includes light rail, commuter rail, and regional express bus service in the urbanized areas of King, Pierce and Snohomish Counties.  The current LRP, approved in 2005, includes many potential projects, not all of which have been funded.
Updating the LRP at this time will allow Sound Transit to include new information such as the latest census data, development activity since 2005, and results of the Link Light Rail opening.  All projects in the LRP will be included in a programmatic Environmental Impact Statement (EIS), a first step in getting a project ready.  Inclusion in the LRP does not, however, guarantee that a project will be funded.
The Sound Transit Board will determine whether to submit another ballot measure to add projects beyond what is currently approved and funded.  For King County, coordination of Sound Transit and King County Metro Transit projects and services is essential, and so is ensuring that transportation tax funding measures are realistic.

SUPPORT OF THE STRATEGIC CLIMATE ACTION PLAN 
Under state law, Sound Transit, King County Metro, and other local transit agency services are to be coordinated.  The County Executive and four County Councilmembers sit on the Sound Transit Board in part to ensure this coordination.  Although the Sound Transit Long-Range Plan is not identified as a specific action in the Strategic Climate Action Plan (SCAP), its fulfillment helps to implement SCAP transportation goals, notably:

Goal Area 1, Transportation and Land Use, Goal S.1: King County will reduce the need for driving and provide and encourage the use of sustainable transportation choices such as public transit, alternative technology vehicles, ridesharing, walking and bicycling.

BACKGROUND
Sound Transit, the Central Puget Sound region’s high-capacity transit agency, is updating its Long-Range Plan, the unconstrained vision for how the system should grow over many decades.  Sound Transit is asking the public to help update the LRP as part of preparing a supplemental environmental impact statement (SEIS), with comments being taken until November 25.
The Long-Range Plan includes both funded and unfunded projects.  Funded projects include the extension of Link Light Rail to the north, east, and south, with plans to complete a 50-mile regional light rail system in the next decade:

· 2016: Service opens north to Capitol Hill and the University of Washington, and south to South 200th Street in SeaTac

· 2021: Service opens between the University of Washington and Northgate

· 2023: Service opens east to Mercer Island, Bellevue and Redmond's Overlake area; north to Lynnwood; and south to Kent/Des Moines 

Two additional extensions are not funded for construction but planning is in process – the expansion from Overlake to downtown Redmond and the Federal Way extension.

Sounder Commuter Rail and the Regional Express bus system are also part of the LRP.

Goals of the Long-Range Plan
LRP goals are to provide a public transportation system that helps ensure long-term mobility and connectivity for the region, bolsters economic vitality, protects the environment, and strengthens communities.  Given the multi-year time requirements for planning, public involvement, and implementation of HCT projects, starting the update process now will make it possible to plan and design new transit expansions at the same time currently funded projects are under construction. 
As a first step in updating the LRP, Sound Transit will prepare a Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (SEIS) under the State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA). The first step in the process, called scoping, will determine which alternatives will be studied in the SEIS. Between October 25 and November 25, 2013, this process gives the public, local jurisdictions and public agencies a chance to learn more and provide comments, and helps Sound Transit identify and consider potential alternatives and effects on the environment.
For alternatives identified in scoping, the SEIS process will evaluate potential benefits and adverse impacts in such categories as traffic, transit, air quality/greenhouse gases, ecosystems, water resources, geology and soils, noise and vibration, visual effects, land use, energy, hazardous materials, public services and utilities, environmental justice, cultural, historic and archeological resources, parks, construction impacts, and cumulative impacts.
The Sound Transit Board will decide whether and when to initiate a ballot measure on proposed expansions.  The majority of existing taxes are committed through the 2030s for operating current services and building the extensions that are now underway.  Any significant new expansion before the 2030s will require new revenue sources.  Updating the Long-Range Plan will help set the stage to explore future funding options.
Relationship to King County Planning
When the state authorized the establishment of regional transit authorities, coordination with existing transit agencies was identified as a critical priority.  Sound Transit and King County have collaborated on overall planning and many individual projects, and King County operates Link Light Rail and many Regional Express bus routes.  Of note, a major Metro bus route restructure was carried out in conjunction with the opening of Link Light Rail.  The Strategic Plan for Public Transportation 2011-2021 and the King County Metro Service Guidelines are designed to promote coordination between the two agencies as future plans are implemented.  Given current transit funding issues, coordination on future funding options and regional capacity is also essential.

Another focus for coordination is the Eastside Rail Corridor (ERC), whose owners include King County, Sound Transit, the Cities of Kirkland and Redmond, and Puget Sound Energy.  The ERC provides a unique opportunity to develop a major north-south corridor for multiple purposes, including mobility, utility infrastructure, and recreation. The ERC parallels or runs coterminous with several of the corridors included in Sound Transit’s existing Long- Range Plan. The other ERC owners have asked Sound Transit to ensure that the Long-Range Plan update recognizes the regional significance of the ERC, studies a broad array of high capacity transit choices on and adjacent to the ERC, and examines the way high capacity transit could help connect a growing population to job centers.

ATTACHMENTS
1. Sound Transit Presentation
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